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SERVICES

In Leading Churches

NEW YORK CITY

THE CATHEDRAL CHURCH
OF ST. JOHN THE DIVINE
Sunday: Holy Communion 8, 9, 10, Morming
Prayer, Holy Communion and Sermon. 11;
Organ Recital, 3:30; Evensong, 4.
Morning Prayer and Holy Communion 7:15
(and 10 Wed.); Evening Prayer, 3:30.

THE PARISH OF TRINITY CHURCH
TRINITY
Broadway & Wall St.

Rev. John V. Butler, D.D., Rector

Rev. Bermard C. Newman, S.T.D., Vicar
Sun. MP. 8:40, 10:30, HC 8, 9, 10, 11.
Daily MP 7:45, HC 8, 12, Ser. 12:30
Tues., Wed. & Thurs.,, EP 5:15 ex. Sat;
Sat. HC 8; C Fri. 4:30 & by appt.

ST. PAUL’S CHAPEL
Broadway & Fulton St.
Rev. Robert C. Hunsicker, Vicar

Sun. HC 8, MP & HC Ser. 10, Weekdays
MP & HC 8, HC 12:05, 1:05, 7:15 also
Holy Days (ex. Sat.); EP 5:10 (ex. Sat.

1:30); Counsel and C 10:30-1:30 daily,
and by appt; Organ Recital Wednesdays
12:30.

CHAPEL OF THE INTERCESSION
Broadway & 155th St.
Leslie J. A. Lang, Vicar

Sundays 8, 9, 1I; Weekdays: Mon. Fri.
Sat. 9; Tues. 8; Wed. 10; Thurs. 7.

ST. LUKE’S CHAPEL
487 Hudson St.
Rev. Paul C. Weed, Jr., Vicar

Sun. HC 8, 9:15 & 11; Daily HC 7 & 8.
C Sat. 5»6,’8-9, by app;. *

ST. AUGUSTINE’S CHAPEL

292 Henry Street

Reverend William W. Reed, Vicar

Reverend Jeffrey T. Cuffee (Priest-in-Charge)
Sundays: 8:00 a.m. HC, 9 am. Sung Mass,
19:45 am. MP, 11:00 am. Solemn Bi
Lingual Mass; 4th Sunday 10:00 a.m. Mass
in Spanish; Weekdays: 7:30 and 9:30 a.m.
HGC, 9:15 am. MP, 5:15 p-m. EP.
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Jomw McGmr Krumwm, Chairman
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poN Lesrie J. A. Lang; BENJAMIN MINIFIE;

WIiLLIAM STRINGFELLOW.

EDITORIALS: — The Editorial Board holds
monthly meetings when current issues before
the Church are discussed. They are dealt
with in subsequent numbers but do not
necessarily represent the unanimous opinion
of the editors.

CONTRIBUTING EDITCRS
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Tae WrrNess is published weekly from
September 15th to June 15th inclusive, with
the exception of one week in January and
bi-weekly from June 15th to September 15th
by the Episcopal Church Publishing Co.
on behalf of the Witness Advisory Board.
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The subscription price is $4.00 a year; in
bundles for sale in parishes the magazine
sells for 10c a copy, we will bill quarterly
at 7c a copy. Entered as Second Class
Matter, August 5, 1948, at the Post Office
at Tunkhannock, Pa., under the act of
March 3, 1879.

ST. CHRISTOPHER’S CHAPEL

48 Henry Street

Reverend William W. Reed, Vicar

Reverend James L. Miller (Priest-in-Charge)
Sundays: 7:30 am. HC, 9:00 am. Sung
Mass, 11:15 am. Mass in Spanish, 5:15
pm. EP Weekdays: Monday and Wednes-
day, 8.00 a.m. HC; Tuesday, Friday, Satur

day 9:00 a.m. HC, MP before each Mass,
5:15 p.m. EP.

THE GENERAL THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Chapel of the Good Shepherd

Chelsea Squaie — 9th Ave. & 20th Street

HOLY COMMUNION — 7:00 a.m. MONDAY
through FRIDAY

MORNING PRAYER & HOLY COMMUNION
— 7:30 a.m. SATURDAY & HOLIDAYS

MORNING PRAYER — 8:30 a.m. MONDAY
through FRIDAY

HOLY COMMUNION - 12 poon — MON-
DAY, WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY, FRI-
DAY

HOLY COMMUNION with Sermon — 11:15
a.m. TUESDAY

EVENSONG — 6:00 p.m. DAILY

Write us for

Organ Information
AUSTIN ORGANS, Inc.
Hartford, Conn.

SHARING
Christian Healing in the Church
Only Church magazine devoted to Spiritual
Therapy, $2.00 a year. Sample on request.
Founded by Rev. John Gaynor Banks, D.S.T.

This paper is recommended by many
Bishops and Clergy.
Address:
FELLOWSHIP OF ST. LUKE

2243 Front St. San Diego 1, Calif.
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ST. STEPHEN’S CHURCH
Tenth Street, above Chestnut
PHILADELPHIA, PENNA.

The Rev. Alfred W. Price, D.D., Rector
The Rev. Gustav C. Meckling, B.D.
Minister to the Hard of Hearing

Sunday: 9 and 11 a.m. 7:30 p.m.

Weekdays: Mon., Tues, Wed., Thurs., Frd,
12:30 - 12:55 p.m.

Services of Spiritual Healing, Thurs. 12:30
and 5:30 p.m.

CHRIST CHURCH
CAMBRIDGE, Mass.
The Rev. W. Murray Kenney, Rector
Sunday Services: 8:00, 9:30 and 11:15 a.m.
Wed. and Holy Days: 8:00 and 12:10 p.m.

CHRIST CHURCH, DETROIT
976 East Jefferson Avenue
The Rev. Frank ]. Haynes, Rector
8 and 9 am. Holy Communion (breakfast
served following 9 a.m. service) 11 am.
Church School and Morning Service. Holy
Days 6 p.m. Holy Communion.

PRO-CATHEDRAL OF THE
HOLY TRINITY
23 Avenue, George V
Parrs FrANCE
Services: 8:30, 10:30 (S.S.), 10:45
Boulevard Raspail
Student and Artists Center
The Very BRev. Sturgis Lee Riddle, Dean
The Rt. Rev. Stephen Bayne, Bishop
The Rev. Donald D. Weaver, Canon
The Ven. Frederick McDonald,
Canon Chaplain

NEw York Crry

ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S CHURCH
Park Avenue and 51st Street
Rev. Terence ]. Finlay, D.D.

8 and 9:30 a.m. Holy Communion 9:30 and
11 am. Church School. 11 am. Mom-
ing Service and Sermon. 4 p.n. Even-
song. Special Music.

Weekday: Holy Communion Tuesday st
12:10 am.; Wednesdays and Saints Day,
at 8 am.; Thursdays at 12:10 p.m.

Organ Recitals, Wednesdays, 12:10. Eve.
Pr. Daily 5:45 p.m.

CHURCH OF THE HOLY TRINITY
316 East 88th Street
Sundays: Holy Communion 8; Church School
9:30; Morning Prayer and Sermon 11:00
(Holy Communion 1st Sunday in Month).

THE CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY
York Avenue at 74th Street
Near New York Memorial Hospitals

Hugh McCandless, Alanson Houghton, Clergy
Lee Belford, Charles Patterson, Christopher
Senyonjo, Associates
Sundays: 8 a.m. HC; 9:30 Family (HC 38);
Morning Service (HC 1S)
Thursdays: HC 11 am. and 6:30 p.m.

One of New York’s
most beautiful public buildings.

ST. THOMAS
5th Ave. & 53rd Street
Rev. Prederick M. Morris, D.D.
Sunday: HC 8, 9:30, 11 (lst Sun.) MP
11; Daily ex. Sat. HC 8:15, HC ‘Tues.
12:10, Wed., 5:30.
Noted for boy choir; great reredos
and windows.
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Story of the Week

John Pairman Brown Has Peace
Plea on Return from Hanoi

* The Rev. John Pairman
Brown, former editor of the
Witness, has returned to his
home in Berkeley, California,
following an 18-day visit to
North Vietnam. He went at the
invitation of North Vietnamese
who attended a peace conference
in Czechoslovakia in September.
Brecwn was a member of the
American delegation.

He brought home with him a
letter from a Hanoi Catholic
priest who called upon American
Christians to ask “the U.S.
government to stop uncondi-
tionally the dirty war of aggres-
sion in Vietnam, in order to
safeguard the reputation of the
United States.”

The Rev. J. B. Ho Thanh Bien,
vice-chairman of the North Viet-
nam national liaison committee
of peace loving and patriotic
Catholics, addressed the letter
to “American clergymen and
Christians of various denomina-
tions in the U.S.A.”

“For the sake of the happi-
ness of the Vietnamese and
American people, of the truth of
Christianity and of human jus-
tice, we hope that you will put
up an even more resolute strug-
gle, and stay the bloody hands
of the U.S. government which
is dragging the reputation of
the U.S. through the dirt,” Fa-
ther Bien said.

Brown was wunable to meet
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Archbishop Trin-nhu-Khue of
Hanoi. He was told that the
elderly prelate is in poor health
and lives in almost total seclu-
sion. Bien told Brown that most
of North Vietnam’s 13 bishops
are a-political and confine them-
selves to strictly liturgical func-
tions.

“Like the rest of our com-
patriots, we, the Vietnamese
Catholics, deeply cherish peace,”
the letter said. “But peace is
inseparable from national inde-
pendence and freedom. The
U.S. government which has un-
leashed this aggressive war
must put an end to it. It must
definitively and unconditionally
stop its bombing and all other
acts of war against the Demo-
cratic Republic of Vietnam,
withdraw all U.S. and mercenary
troops and U.S. weapons from
South Vietnam, and let the in-
ternal affairs of the Vietnamese
people be decided by the Viet-
namese people themselves.”

Brown, a guest of the Viet-
nam peace committee, met for
nearly five hours with the priest
and other clergy and lay repre-
sentatives of the Catholic liaison
committee along with two re-
porters from the national Catho-
lic newspaper.

Bien told Brown that since
the bombing of North Vietnam

began five of the country’s ten
cathedrals, three seminaries,

and over 250 churches have sut-
fered bomb damage.

The Catholic journalists, who
were present only at the second
meeting between Brown and
Bien, displayed numerous pic-
tures of damaged churches in-
cluding one photo which ap-
peared in their newspaper Chinh
Nghia (“Justice”) on September
17, 1967.

Brown noted that he was al-
lowed outside of Hanoi only
once during his stay because of
the frequent bombing of the
nearby countryside. He said he
saw numerous damaged chur-
ches on his way to a textile
center 60 miles south of the
capital city. There was no op-
portunity, however, to stop and
inspect the damage.

Bien told Brown: “Particu-
larly serious is the fact that in
the recent past, the U.S. govern-
ment has launched a war of
extermination in the northern
part of the demilitarized zone,
and in Quang Binh province on
the territory of the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam. Here, U.S.
B-52 bombers have showered
thousands of tons of bombs on
villages and rice fields, and have
destroyed our compatriots’
houses and gardens and more
than 130 Catholic churches.”

“One of the things which sur-
prised me the most in my con-
versations with North Viet-
namese Catholics,” Brown said,
“was the fact that they made no
statements of hostility towards
the 679,000 Catholics and eight
bishops who fled and were in-

Three



Copyright 2020. Archives of the Episcopal Church / DFMS. Permission required for reuse and publication.

duced South after the 1954
Geneva accords.”

“The North Vietnamese Cath-
olics told me they look forward
to the day when there will again
be unity and reconciliation with
their Catholic countrymen,” he
added.

Bien in his conversations with
the Berkeley minister stated
that the war had for the first
time given North Vietnamese
Catholics a truly Vietnamese
Church. He told, through an
interpreter, of how French
colonialism had used the Viet-
namege people,

“The first real Vietnamese
bishop was consecrated in 1952.
It used to be that a Vietnamese
priest had to bow to a French
priest whenever they met on the
street or in church.”

Attending a mass in Hanoi,
Brown reported that the liturgy
guidelines established by Vati-
can II are apparently strictly
observed by the Vietnamese
clergy although not everyone
completely understands the work
of the council.

“The mass I attended was all

in Vietnamese; only a small
number of people were present
because the attendance was
limited by government regula-
tions to prevent widespread in-
juries in case of bombing at-
tacks.”

Most North Vietnamese, he
explained, take for granted that
their schools and hospitals are
targets for American bombers.

“Since most of the military
and industry is below ground
the civilian buildings have be-
come, outside of airfields,
bridges, and roads, the most
visible targets. The bombing is
looked upon as a deliberate ef-
fort to terrorize the -civilian
population.”

Brown said that Fr. Bien was
the “unidentified priest” shown
giving communion to a captured
American pilot in a photo in
Life magazine’s October 20
issue. The Life caption, which
included conjectures on whether
the priest might be “an inter-
rogator in church robes” was a
symptom of American attitudes
which are “wrong and unreason-
ably suspicious,” Brown said.

Bishop Has Right-Left Punch

% Clergy and laymen con-
cerned about Vietnam of north-
ern California were refused
permission to use Grace Cathe-
dral, San Francisco, for a
protest rally, scheduled for
December 4. It was to be a re-
ligious service at which draft
cards would be turned in or
burned.

Bishop C. Kilmer Myers in
refusing the request issued a
statement in which he said;
“We do not reject the right of
those who feel impelled to take
such drastic action in protest
against the war. We do not
condemn their proposed action
as an un-Christian response to
the war.”

But he stated that the Church
in a period of crises at home and
Four

abroad should not lend itself to
extremist groups of either the
left or the right. He pictured
actions of leftists, if allowed to
continue, as leading to “the
total destruction of our demo-
cratic institutions.”

“The rising tide of anarchy on
the one hand and fascism on
the other”, he declared, “are the
dreadful realities of our day. On
the one hand in the name of
civil disobedience we have grow-
ing anarchy, and on the other
hand in the name of law and
order we have a steadily emerg-
ing police state. Neither of
these forces can save us and
bring order out of chaos.”

He then urged the Church to
“actively contribute to the crea-
tion of an atmosphere and arena

in which solutions to our com-
plicated and urgent social and
international problems can be
worked out through legal means
and rational negotiations and
coalitions.”

“The Church”, he added,
“must not compromise herself
by an easy identification with
either extreme, for this would
be to join the forces of destruc-
tion. The Church must espouse
the middle way between the two
unacceptable extremes in the
present social polarization.”

The bishop said that the
Church, “even though of divine
origin, is but one institution
among many” and therefore
should call upon “the university,
the industrial and the labor
communities to join with us in
the development of this rhetoric
of the center.”

“If we remain separated from
each other we all will collapse
as did these same institutions in
prewar Germany,” he went on.
“And sharing in the collapse will
be our beloved nation and also all
social bodies devoted to freedom
in the entire world.”

He declared that his state-
ment would be considered a be-
trayal of freedom by some and
would be rejected by others who
have no interest in a creative
middle way.

“Nevertheless,” he added, “it
is issued as a serious call to all
men of good will to reject both
the right and the left and to
seek new alternatives to the de-
structive tendencies and actual-
ities of the extremes.”

The bishop has been critical
of U.S. policy in Vietnam. He
was among bishops who signed
an “ad hoc” statement urging
a termination of the bombing of
North Vietnam at the General
Convention. The statement was
prepared after some of the bish-
ops objected to a “weak” posi-
tion of the convention on
Vietnam and after the House of
Deputies killed a resolution call-
ing for an end to the bombing.
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Unpublished Bonhoeffer Letters

Appear in Seminary Review

* Excerpts from eight unpub-
lished letters by German theolo-
gian Dietrich Bonhoeffer, killed
by the Nazis in 1945, appeared
in an article written by the
woman who was engaged to
marry him before his death.

The article by Mrs. Maria von
Wedemeyer - Weller was pub-
lished in the Union Seminary
Quarterly Review, a student-
edited publication at Union The-
ological Seminary.

Mrs. von Wedemeyer- Weller
has lived in the United States
since 1948, and had not pre-
viously made public the contents
of the letters written to her by
Bonhoeffer while he was con-
fined to prison for his opposi-
tion to Hitler.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a Lu-
theran pastor and teacher, was
arrested in April, 1943, and
hanged at Flossenburg in April,
1945. A collection of letters
written during his imprisonment
appeared in English in 1953
under the title, Letters and
Papers from Prison.

It had been known that other
letters were in the possession of
his fiancee but the contents of
them was not known prior to
the article appearing in the
Union quarterly.

There are 38 letters in the
unpublished collection. They are
entrusted to the Houghton Li-
brary at Harvard University
and are not available for read-
ing by anyone without Mrs. von
Wedemeyer-Weller’s permission
until after her death.

James H. Stentzel, Union stu-
dent and editor of the Review,
told Religious News Service that
the effort to have Mrs. von
Wedemeyer-Weller write the
article was initiated and carried
out by the staff of the publica-
tion,

DECEMBER 7, 1967

The quotations used by Mrs.
von Wedemeyer-Weller reflect a
man who very much loved his
fiancee and who expected to be
married to her when he was re-
leased. Bonhoeffer was 39 when
he was killed, his fiancee was 21.

In a letted dated August 12,
1943, he wrote: “You cannot
imagine what it means in my
present situation to have you.
I am certain of God’s special
guidance here. The way in which
we found each other and the
time, so shortly before my im-
prisonment, are a clear sign for
this . . . Everyday I am over-
come anew at how undeserved-
ly I received this happiness, and
each day I am deeply moved at
what a hard school God has let
you through during the last
year . . .

“Our marriage shall be a yes
to God’s earth; it shall strength-
en our courage to act and accom-
plish something on the earth. I
fear that Christians who stand
with only one leg upon the earth
also stand with only one leg in
heaven.”

Mrs. von Wedemeyer-Weller
explains in the article that she
first met the theologian when
she was 12, and he conducted
her confirmation class. They
met again after she graduated
from high school, and became
engaged before his arrest.

While he was held in the
Tegel prison in Berlin, she said
that she lived with his parents
and was able to visit him. Let-
ters were smuggled in both di-
rections by a friendly guard,
she wrote,

He was later taken to a high
security prison and then to
Buchenwald. His fiancee, the
article stated, did not know
where he was after October
1944. The last letter she re-

ceived from him—December 19,
1944 — said: “You, the parents,
all of you, the friends and stu-
dents of mine at the front, all
are constantly present to me.
Ycur prayers and good thoughts,
words from the Bible, discus-
sions long past, pieces of music,
and books—all these—gain life
and reality as never before .

“Therefore, you must not
think that I am unhappy. What
is happiness and unhappiness?
It depends so little on the cir-
cumstances ; it depends really on
what happens inside a person.
I am grateful every day that I
have you, and that makes me
happy.”

The letters are significant,
according to Paul Lehmann at
Union Seminary, because of the
“new level of personal intimacy”
which they reveal about Bon-
hoeffer. There are excerpts in
Mrs. von Wedemeyer-Weller’s
article which show the deep
loneliness which the theologian
felt at times.

On December 1, 1943, he
wrote: “You can hardly imagine
how I long for everyone: after
these long months of solitude. I
have a real hunger for people.”

On August 20, 1943: “It would
be better if I succeeded in
writing to you only of my grati-
tude, my joy, and my happiness
in having you and keeping the
pressure and the impatience of
this long imprisonment out of
sight. But that would not be
truthful, and it would appear to
me as an injustice to you.”

The works of Bonhoeffer, in-
cluding such books as Life To-
gether, The Cost of Discipleship,
and Ethics, have exerted great
influence on contemporary
Christian theology. His observa-
tions on the necessity for the-
ology to address its doctrines,
ethical positions and patterns of
community life to the needs of
the modern world have influ-
enced Protestants and Catholics
alike.

Five
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In the preface to a new book
on Bonhoeffer by Roman Cath-
clic theologian William XKuhns,
it is said: “The name of Dietrich
Bonhoeffer needs little intro-
duction. His emergence as a
feecal theological figure for the
thought and efforts of our
time . . . has been rapid and un-
mistakable.”

Martin Marty, a Lutheran
who teaches at the University
of Chicago, has said that the
medern theological world can be
divided into two parts: “those
wh~ gcknowledge their debt to
Bonhoeffer, and those who are
indebted but who obscure the
treces to their sources.”

Mrs. von Wedemeyer-Weller
indicated that she did not re-

lease the full text of all 38
letters because much of the con-
tents were very personal. Now
43, she is divorced from her
husband and works at a com-

puter center. She has two sons
and a step-daughter,

In introducing her article she
said: “I write only because of
my knowledge that our engage-
ment was a source of strength
to Dietrich. He was able to
convert painful Ilonging into
gratitude for the fact that there
was something to anticipate; he
was able to convert self-reproach
for the suffering he may have
causel others into a joy that
those relationships existed at
all.”

Closer Relations With Catholies
Endorsed by Anglican Bishops

* Six lines of action whereby
Anglicans should develop closer
relations with Roman Catholics
are advocated in an wunusual
statement issued by two Church
of England bishops.

Bishop William Greer of Man-
chester and Bishop Charles Clax-
ton of Blackburn declared; “We
must begin a long-term process
of greater understanding with
the Roman Catholic Church now.
It is not something that can be
taken up for a year or two and
then dropped. From now on it
should be part of the permanent
activities of every congregation,
and we should undertake it in a
spirit of hope and of expectancy
that we shall all be led in new
ways as we become alert to what
the Spirit is saying to the Chur-
ches.”

After warning that the divi-
sions which have marked Chris-
tendom now “gravely weaken”
the younger Churches, overseas,
the bishops offered this pro-
gram:

® The welcome improvement
in our relations with Roman

Six .

Catholics should not, of course,
mean any slackening of our
growth of understanding with
those of other traditions, and
particularly at this time with
the Methodists. Rather it should
mean drawing Roman Catholics
into all that they can conscien-
tiously take part in, so that all
the Christians in one place begin
to have a concern and a sense
of responsibility for one another
as a basis for their common con-
cern for the world.

® It is possible for a great
deal to be done in common in
a parcchial and civic setting,
much more than so far we have
taken the trouble to engage in.

® Roman Catholic priests
should be included in all clergy
fraternals. (They have been
encouraged by the Roman Cath-
olic Bishop of Salford to join).
We should try to. get at least
the basic documents of Vatican
IT studied jointly . . . There are
many Roman Catholic priests
who have not yet mastered these
documents. They need to be
encouraged to, and we need to

know what is in them. Why
not look at them jointly?

® We should seek for meth-
ods of involving lay people in
both Churches in informed dis-
cussion . . . Opportunities of
common worship should be
taken whenever possible. Roman
Catholic regulations are likely to
be more restrictive than ours in
these respects for some reci-
procity in everything. Let
things grow.

® Theological difficulties re-
main, over the papacy and Mari-
an dogmas; so do practical ones
—for instance, mixed marriages.
These must not be side-stepped.
The difference now is that we
can face them together; we can
refuse to let them become occa-
sions of bad feeling; we can
press for changes.

@ Our aim is by understand-
ing the work of Vatican II to
assist the Church of Rome to
see the full implications of the
decisions for all the Churches.
The tendencies of the council are
in a direction of which we
warmly approve. It is already
preducing great changes in the
life of the Roman Catholic
Church. We should therefore
aim at such a dialogue between
our two Churches as will lead to
renewal in both. We too need
renewal. And time does not
wait.

Bishop Greer, 65, has been
bishop of Manchester since
1947; Bishop Claxton, 64, has
been bishop of Blackburn since
1960. Both dioceses are in
Lancashire county, which is
probably Britain’s main strong-
hold of Roman Catholicism.

IRISH STAMP HONORS
ANGLICAN DEAN

% The Irish Post Office has
issued two special postage
stamps marking the 300th an-
niversary of the birth of Jona-
than Swift, famed satirist and
dean of St. Patrick’s Anglican
Cathedral.

Tae WrrNEss



Copyright 2020. Archives of the Episcopal Church / DFMS. Permission required for reuse and publication.

EDITORIAL

Christmas: - For All

THERE is only one satisfactory reason for keep-
ing Christmas, and that is a highly dogmatic
one. It is the dogma that an amazing piece of
good fortune has happened to the human race.
That is not the language of conciliar definition,
but it will be understood. On the 24th of
December we will probably say to a taxi driver
or to a policeman whom we have never seen be-
fore: “A Merry Christmas,” and he will say:
“The same to you, sir” — adding the “sir” as a
token of respect for the dog-collar. And the
only earthly reason for that exchange of greet-
ings must be a heavenly one. Two strange men,
looking into each other’s eyes and saying: “A
Merry Christmas,” are congratulating our com-
mon manhood. We are acknowledging that our
humanity has received a strange blessing, a
cosmic dignity. This sudden practice of goodwill
te all mankind must mean that all mankind has
received some token of a good will prior to it-
self. Before man could be loved by men, he must
have been loved by God. Before all men could
have felt friendly toward each man, God must
have befriended all men. The humanity of

' Christmas rests ultimately upon faith in the

cosmic value of a man.

Now, there are two explanations offered for
such faith in the meaning of human existence.
One is that humanity in itself is somehow ulti-
mate. It is God. But if that is the true explana-
tion, then it is all up with Christmas; for we
have no great cause for cheerfulness. That this
blundering human race, its hands red with blood,
its eyes hard with selfishness, its history crowded
with failure, is the veritable mode of the abso-
lute: is the supremely wise and worshipful, is
a sorry speculation. If we could believe it, we
should be at once paralyzed.

The other explanation is that we are made in
the image of God, to be workers together with
God; and that the divine love which created us
has not forsaken us in the disaster of our dis-
loyalty, but that the eternal God has entered
our race, our history, our society, to provide a
new center of cohesion, a new basis of brother-
hood, a new consolidation of the human endeavor.

The single truth of the incarnation has a
thousand facets; but one principle of tremendous
significance needs our emphasis at this time.
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The incarnation of the eternal Son of God in-
volves as its pre-supposition the organic unity
of the human race. If by being born a babe, in
a corner of the Roman world, at a certain mo-
ment of time, God could do something for all
men in all times and places, then it follows that
the deep divisions and fierce oppositions between
men are fundamentally false and dangerous, for
the underlying truth must be that mankind is
one organic structure. Our wars and hatreds
and rivalries are not normal to our humanity.
We are suffering, as one body, from locomotor
ataxia.

But if this is the presupposition of the incar-
nation, its intended effect must be the restora-
tion of a working unity. And God proposes
that, in order to restore us one to another, he
shall restore us first to himself. The city of
man must be the city of God, and the founda-
tion of our human peace must be the peace of
God which passeth all understanding. His divine
humiliation, his sacrificial poverty, the lowliness
of the manger and the shamefulness of the
cross, are our way back to honor and decency in
politics and economics. The gospel is the only
beginning of a true world order., We who pro-
claim these things are sometimes accused of
confusing the laws of different spheres; but we
reply that upon a secular social foundation it is
impossible to build anything that will endure.
There is no sanction for fellowship in the “eco-
nomic interpretation of history,” and a secular
communism is a contradiction in terms which
needs only time to display its impossibility.

If we are going to believe in the dignity of
humanity, we must believe that it is divinely
bestowed. And that faith will be found to in-
volve the restoration of a city of man which is
also one Holy Catholic Church of God. That is
what God meant, when Jesus lay on Mary’s
breast. Our manhood is worth having, because
God has placed an amazing valuation upon it.
He intends to bring us into deathless co-opera-
tion with the eternal love of the blessed Trinity.
To this end, he shared our nature, joined our
history to his own creative activity and stood in
earthly time and space: the word was made
flesh.

And as one grows older, it seems ever more
certain that apart from this holy faith, there is
little cause for gaiety, little reason for hope.

Seven
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Either the Christmas joy, or little joy for any
of us! Either we shall discover the glory of our
manhood in the holy Babe, in love and service,
in consecrated and constructive purpose toward
the common good, or we shall find the glory of
our manhood in the selfish exercise of power,
the selfish enjoyment of pleasure. That way
lies anarchy, at last, and the end of the human
story.

But as long as men want to be merry on

Christmas day, there is hope. If a man merely
wants to get drunk on Christmas day, it is a
sign, for those who know how to read. Or is a
sign that somehow the darkened mind of man
remembers that his happiness is with God: that
God is the giver of all jolly good gifts: that the
way home for all of us lies through the stable
where the child in the manger is God, come to
bring us that lost thing which we could never
find — Peace on earth, Goodwill to men.

MARANATHA! - COME, LORD JESUS

By John F. Hoover
Rector of St. Andrew’s, Somerton, Pa.

LET A MAN so account of us, as of the minis-
ters of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of
God. Moreover, it is required of stewards, that
they be found faithful.

Ministers of Christ.

Stewards of the mysteries of God.

This is what we are called to do.

This is what we are called to be.

The call is demanding,

It is a little bit frightening

It is a call to perfection.

it would be very easy to be a Christian . . .
if this meant Sunday morning worship.

It would be very easy to be a Christian
if this meant spinning a prayer wheel.

Jesus said to his disciples once, “The Son of
Man came to minister, not to be ministered
unto.”

It would be very easy to be a Christian . . .
if the Son of Man had come to be min-
istered unto.

It would be very easy to be a Christian . .
if the Son of Man had not come to
minister.

If the Son of Man had come to be minis-

tered unto . .

We could come to church, burn our
sacrifices on the altar, and go home.

If the Son of Man had come to be minis-

tered unto . .

We could move to the suburbs, send our
kids to decent schools, and forget about
the rest of the world.

If the Son of Man had come to be minis-

tered unto . . .

Eight

We could forget about the starving kids
all over the world.
Toughsies.
You're hungry kid?
That’s too bad.
You're on the rocks again old man, and
drinking sterno?
That’s a shame.
Nobody will sell you a decent house in a
decent neighborhood,
because you have a funny accent, or
you’re the wrong color?
Ain’t that a pity?
Ain’t it a pity . . .
When we’re up to our necks in a war in
a land nobody ever heard of, and we
can’t get out.
When a fifteen year old kid takes a little
trip, high on lIsd that lands him on the
pavement eight stories below.
That’s a shame.

And Jesus said that the Son of Man came to
minister, not to be ministered unto.

Isn’t that nice.
And he died on a cross, so that he could
more effectively minister to the whole
of mankind.
That’s nice.
And God raised him up from the dead
on the third day.
Gosh, that’s nice.

And it would be so nice to be able to live
in the right neighborhood, know the right
people, wear the right clothes and the right
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deoderant, and not have to worry about the rest
of the world.

But Jesus comes to a comfortable middle
class, he comes to a bunch of Palestinians who
really don’t want things to change very much
and really don’t give a damn about the Galileans
anyway, and he says, “The Son of Man came to
minister, not to be ministered unto.”

God came into this world to minister to human
beings. He cared about human beings. And he
loved them. And he still loves them.

And things aren’t easy.
Things will never be easy again
Because God cares.
It would be so nice sometimes . .
If he would only go away.
But he won’t go away.
There is a hungry kid walking the streets
somewhere . . .
And God is starving.
There is an old man, going blind from drink-
ing sterno and rubbing alcohol . . .
And Jesus Christ can’t see.
There is a man with a funny accent from
another part of the city looking for a
house . . .
And Jesus Christ was born in a stable be-
cause somebody just couldn’t be bothered.
Ministers of Christ
Stewards of the Mysteries of God.
This is what we are called to do.
And it is hard.
Being a Christian is about the hardest thing
in the world.
It is almost as hard as being God.
And being God is the hardest thing in the
world.
Because he can’t go away.
Because he won’t go away.
Because he cares, and it always hurts
when you care.
We look around us at the world,
And we want to run away.
If we get out there, we are going to get
hurt.
If we get involved in the world, we are
going to suffer.
If we try to serve the world, it will nail us
to a cross.
And it is hard.
God, it is so hard.
But somewhere out there
starving Child,
We will meet Jesus Christ

in the face of a
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In the glazed eyes and unshaven beard of
a man three day’s drunk on sterno and
rubbing aleohol . . .
We will see the eyes of God.
In the despair of a man who cannot find a
decent neighborhood so that he can raise
his kids to be decent and have a decent
education and all of that stuff,
We will meet a baby, bursting to be
born.
We will meet Jesus Christ trying to
break into life.
4And somehow, if we never get out there,
we never see him,

This time of the year, we look forward to
Christmas. Then there are the manger scenes
and the big dinners and toys for the kids. There
are the relatives that we really don’t want to
see too much, but it is Christmas. There are
wise men coming from the East, shepherds
hurrying to see this newborn child, and Santa
Claus is coming down the chimney.

A little baby is coming into the world.
Coming into the world . . . .
To make it more difficult
Coming into the world
Because he cares.

Always coming into this world
Because he wants us to care.
There is an ancient Christian prayer.

very short.

Now, it is almost two thousand years old.

What is that prayer?

Maranatha!

What does it mean?
Lord, Come!

When the early Christians dreamed up this

prayer, they knew what it meant.
It meant confusion.
It meant trouble.
It meant that Jesus would come and demand
more of them.
He would demand that they care more . .
That they suffer a little more .
And that they take their cross too . .
They prayed it, because they knew that they
needed him . . .
And hard as it was, it was impossible with-
out him.
And so they put their whole heart, soul,
mind and guts into this prayer.

Let this be our Advent Prayer . . ..

Maranatha!
Come, Lord Jesus.

It is
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WHAT SHOULD WE GIVE?

By Alanson Houghton
Clergy Staff of the Epiphany, New York

AN ADDRESS AT THE MORNING SERVICE
TWO WEEKS BEFORE THE ANNUAL EVERY
MEMBER ROLL CALL ON DECEMBER 3RD

ABOUT a month ago there was a brief news
item, datelined Kansas City, which reported that
the Jackson County tax collector had received
the following letter. “As I have notified your
office before I have been deceased since Novem-
ber 1965. Please remove my name from the
tax rolls!”

Some of you have already received and others
will shortly receive a letter that says in effect
that you are on the tax rolls of a certain Chris-
tian community known as the Church of the
Epiphany in the City of New York! Your name
was not pulled out of the air or the telephone
book. It was not taken from one of those
notorious lists or wrangled out of an unsuspect-
ing friend. It was taken from a card that you
may have initially filled out as an interested
newcomer or later on as someone who had ex-
pressed a desire to share actively in the upkeep
of this particular church. But regardless of
how your name got there or whether you are
new today or were new last Sunday or were new
many, many Sundays years ago, we again ask
that seemingly inevitable but actually unavoid-
able question. Whether you already give more
than you should or less than you can or even
nothing at all, the question is still the same.
Will you give to this particular church this par-
ticular year? Or are you deceased and want
your name removed from the tax rolls?

We are so numbed and overcome these days
with everyone else telling us how to spend our
hard earned or saved money that we auto-
matically turn off when the subject is even obli-
quely referred to. Furthermore the subject of
money, ones salary or pension or wages or
savings, is the most personal of personal sub-
jects. I have known people who would discuss
the most intimate aspects of human relation-
ships but who would not dream of talking about
their money. We are terribly sensitive about
money. We are terribly sensitive about being
asked to give money and yet also sensitive if
Ten

someone does not even bother to ask! We are
sensitive to the possibility that our neighbor
might think of us as either having too little or
too much. We are especially sensitive when we
begin to realize that this is headed down this
same forbidden, secret path,

Sensitive Subject

ACTUALLY it is largely because we are loath
to discuss money and the giving away of our
money that cements many of us into a mold
that may remain unchanged for many, many
years. How many of us have been giving the
very same amount to the church for the last 10,
15 or even 20 years, whether it be 10¢ or $1.00
or even more each week? Maybe this is the
upper limit of our giving. Maybe we just never
really stopped to consider that inflation can play
just as much havoc within the confines of this
seemingly timeless place as it can within our
own budget at home or at work? How many of
us also hear ourselves soothing ourselves with
thoughts that seem to say: “They are getting
along OK. Money and religion don’t mix any-
way. To be humble you should be poor. I'm
sure what I give doesn’t really count much in
the overall picture?”

I hate to shatter any illusions but we are
wrong on all counts! Nnmbker one we are not
getting along well financially and may well end
this year in the red. But even more disturbing
is our inability to meet our financial obligations
—or the quota as it is called — for the work of
the Church at large, the Church outside our
own parish walls.

Number two money and religion do mix be-
cause the giving of money is one hard, specific,
tangible way by which we are able to show forth
our thanksgiving to almighty God for all that
he has given us in terms of life and love and
hope and daily new beginnings. In the words of
David taken from the book of Chronicles, we too
must humbly say “All things come of thee and
of thine own have we given thee” and then make
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sure we have given back to him as honest por-
tion of what he has so graciously given to us.

Number three a church’s poverty is not a
measure of its humility. One of the time worn
arguments used in defense of minimum contri-
butions, minimum outside commitments and
minimum salaries is that humility and poverty
are somehow intertwined. What we are really
saying is that a poorer church makes our own
particular contribution seem much richer than
it really is and furthermore turns our minimum
contribution into 'a major sense of satisfaction.

Number four what we give individually is
very, very important. Just like one vote can tip
the scales in an election, a few more cents or
dollars from us can often make the difference
between what the church must and can do
versus what the church should but cannot do.
You see we are the church and what we are
willing to do determines to a large extent what
the church is able to do, for the people and in
the world it is called to serve.

What Giving Is About

THE CHURCH has bills to pay, just like every-
one else, and since we are the church they are
really our bills. The church has much work to
do, just like anyone else, and since we are the
people who make up the church of God it is our
work, and we are counted on by countless others
to do our part, to pay our share. It is your
individual committment, not the amount given,
that really counts. It is your willingness to
make a committment in Christ’s name and for
Christ’s sake that turns lip service into real
service. We give because we have been given
to by him. We give because we love him enough
to want to say thank you in a tangible way at
some cost to ourselves. This is what giving is
all about. This is what turns giving into thanks-
giving and thanksgiving is what really marks
those who love God and their neighbor more
than they love themselves.

What then should we give to the Church of
God? This is a difficult question because the
role of the church has changed and is changing
constantly in terms of its role in the area of
social service and public concern. We obviously
can not isolate our total giving within the church
alone for the cries and needs of mankind are
heard on all sides and from all quarters. We
also are living in an era of high taxes, an age
of necessary and expensive education. And as
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anyone who lives in New York well knows we
are living in an extremely costly neck of the
woods.

All these factors must be considered; not as
excuses but as challenges, not as ways out of
our obligations but rather as ways into fuller
participation in the life of our church and city.
Only you and I, individually, can really decide
in the quiet of our conscience how much we can
help or how little we can get away with. Only
we can decide what priority church, community
funds, charitable agencies, medical research and
education should have in our particular scheme
of giving.

Bare Essentials

WHEN YOU STRIP it down to bare essentials,
the main thing is that we do give something.
Whether it be small or large we must give what
we can, when we can and to whom we will. And
we must give with that sense of joyful determi-
nation born of a deep conviction that giving is
what makes sense out of living and that our
private positive act can make an amazing dif-
ference in an increasingly negative world.
What should we give? Well, first we should
give our hearts and then everything else will
fall into place. For as St. John wrote, “Whoso
hath this world’s goods, and seeth his brother
have need, and shutteth up his compassion from
him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?”

Almighty God, help us we pray Thee to open
our ears to the cries and our hearts to the
needs of our neighbors who come to us for
help and understanding.

Deepen our concern and quicken our response.
Let us show forth our love for thee and our
compassion for them by giving freely of our
hearts, our time, our talent and our money.

And this we ask, with a sense of humble
thanksgiving, in the name of him who gave
himself for us, our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ.

Amen.

A Footnote taken from a church bulletin:
A drama in four scenes:

1. Car Salesman: “You're getting a real buy
here. Your old car serves as down payment and
you have 36 months to .pay the rest at 8%
interest.”

Customer: “Where do I sign?”
2. Clerk in the Appliance Store: “We’ll give
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you two years to pay for your new refrigerator.
What could be fairer?”
Customer: “Where do I sign?”

3. Real Estate Salesman: “Isn’t this house a
beauty? Just think — 30 years to pay. We’ll
even put the closing costs and insurance in the
monthly payments.

Customer: “Where do I sign?”’

Caller: “Now about our
Church’s program. It will need the full support
of every member. We would like to invite you
to make a pledge for the next year.”

Church. Member: “What — are you crazy? Tie
myself down for 52 weeks — No sir, I don’t
Times are too uncertain.”

4. Stewardship

believe in pledging!

A DREAM AND ITS MEANING

By Hamilton H. Kellogg
The Bishop of Minnesota

MIGHTEST THEME OF THE

AGES

IS OFTEN NOT HEARD BECAUSE

WE ARE AFRAID
I SLEPT! And, as I slept, I dreamed a dream.
It seemed as if twenty centuries had rolled back,
as one might turn the leaves of a book. It was
midnight, and I was standing in a dark and
narrow street of a little town called Bethlehem
in the Judean hills, near a stable. I came closer,
and peered into the stable. 1 saw only three
people — a child, a man and a woman, but on
the faces of the man and the woman I saw
expressions of such joy, love, peace and wonder
as I never before had seen as they watched over
the new-born babe lying in his manger cradle,

In my dream, I did not know it just as the
people of the ancient little town of Bethlehem
did not know it, but the babe lying in the
manger was the King of Kings and the Lord of
Lords, the Saviour of the world! Soon, some
shepherds came: “And there were in the same
country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping
watch over their flock by night.”

Then, I awakened, and I opened my Bible, and
read the Christmas story as it is found in the
second chapter of St. Luke’s Gospel.

It is a fact of great significance that the an-
nouncement of the birth of Jesus was given both
to shepherds in the nearby fields and to wise
men in the distant east. For Christianity is not
a class-religion, like some of the cults of old,
which were confined to a select circle, or like
some of today’s fanciful religions.

The magi were the scientists of their day,
while the shepherds were among the poorest,
and possibly the most despised of people. The
fact, therefore, that intimations of the birth of

Twelve

OF ITS EFFECT

Jesus were given to both the cultured and to the
ignorant, to the rich and to the poor, conveys
even at the very outset, an underlying sug-
gestion of the breadth of the Christian gospel,
and the relationship of the Holy Child of Bethle-
hem to “all sorts and conditions of men.”

To those capable of bringing costly gifts of
frankincense, gold and myrrh, were the glad
tidings revealed; while those who could bring
nothing, but the adoration of their hearts re-
ceived the gracious revelation, too. Most fitting
was this introduction for a gospel which was
to be for all people.

For All People

IT IS ALSO very significant that the intimations
of the birth of Jesus were communicated in such
different ways. For example, the magi were
guided to the manger by a star, while the shep-
herds received the message from an angelic
voice. Herein is suggested the remarkable adap-
tation of Christianity to all people. There al-
ways is more than one way of proclaiming Christ
to the world. There are many roads to him!

What have we this year to say about those
things which happened on that first Christmas
night in Bethlehem? Doubtless, there are those
who smile with disdain, and regard the whole
story as the product of a disordered and far-
roving imagination; but this kind of imagination
does not hear such music as those shepherds
heard, nor does it bring about such lasting re-
sults.

There are more things on earth and in heaven
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than any known laws of nature adequately can
explain. The progress of scientific knowledge
does not destroy wonder. It simply reveals a
bigger and a more marvelous world, where
mysteries and wonders abound. But underlying
all the various methods employed, there is this
great fact: It is the communication of the knowl-
edge of the divine by revelation. While shep-
herds were in the fields tending their flocks,
an angel appeared unto them. This is one of
the many indications that the highest truths
are not discovered, but are revealed, In the
realm of the spirit, we owe far more to revela-
tion than to investigation!

All too many of us are like a certain church
which claims to have one of the largest bells
in the world. Some years ago, when it was
rung, its mighty tones shattered a number of
glass windows in the neighborhood. Since then,
it has been sounded only by tapping with a
hammer. Is not this the tragic picture of
Christmas as lived out by many people? The
joyous, and most mightiest theme of all the ages
is not heard because we are afraid of its effect,
and, therefore, it all too frequently is reduced
by our human behaviour to little more than a
tiny tinkle!

Christmas kindles in mid-winter a holy fire
of gratitude and love, and preaches in the long-
est night the rising of the Sun of Life, who is
the Son of God.

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

Such is the meaning of Christmas; such was
the significance of my dream!

The First Gift

By George W. Wickersham II
Minister, The Tamworth Associated Churches
Chocorua, New Hampshire

IF YOU ACCEPT JESUS as a great teacher,
what difference does it make if you do not
accept him as the Son of God?

It is a good question. Let us not be too quick
with our answer. The term “Son of God” is a
broad one and one which may be interpreted in
a variety of ways. Let us assume that our
questioner has in mind the thought that Jesus
was one deliberately and especially sent by the
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Almighty — that he was what St. John called,
“the Word made flesh.” What difference does
it make to believe this? A great difference, 1
would say.

Does it make a difference to a child to know
that he is loved? Why do we give Christmas
presents? Nobody will argue this point. Like-
wise none should argue that it makes a differ-
ence to the human race to know that it is loved.
The original Christmas gift, given under the
star, makes all the difference.

It was Soren Kierkegaard, the Danish philoso-
pher, who stated that if we knew only that God
so loved the world that he gave his Son, we
would know enough.

This is the gospel — the good news — and
this is what the Christmas passages in Matthew
and Luke are saying. ‘Joy to the world! The
Lord is come . ...’

Joy. How small the word — how large the
item! The energies of the world, vast, in-
estimable — they are spent in its pursuit.

Joy — it is the product of what? Possessions?
Power? Position? Physical pleasure? Promi-
nence ?

What is joy?

Have you ever been to a gathering which is
a drag and a bore? Suddenly some radiant per-
son turns the whole affair into a delight. What
was dull and dismal is transformed into joy. You
have made a discovery. The person possesses
that elusive treasure. Why? Because he loves
people. Joy is found in loving.

You have made another discovery. Loving is
contagious. Offered love, people catech it. There
is no other fact in life as important as this one.
Love becomes possible to him who has been
loved. For fire there must first be a flame.

From whence then, did love come?

We have much to celebrate at Christmas,

Still, it is only a story. ‘“Unto you is born
this day in the city of David a Saviour, which
is Christ the Lord.” Can we believe it?

Perhaps I am quite wrong, but the older I get
the more convinced I become that you have to
take a chance. The sublime gamble! Examine
the record all that you wish, compelling as it
may be, it remains enigmatic until you make the
great assumption, namely, that its major prem-
ise is true: “God so loved the world . ... ” If
you do, and if you act accordingly, you will
learn far more than you will in a lifetime of
doubt, or in five lifetimes of doubt. Life is no
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‘have gathered thy children together, .

realm for the cautious. One has to take the
plunge.

Then, and then only, can one find that God
did not stop, nor did he start, with the first
Christmas. He is a spirit. As the shepherds
were surrounded by the angels, so you are sur-
rounded by the Almighty. You are indeed
loved. Yes, and you are changed. The dull and
dismal is transformed into joy.

People, worrisome, fearful, pathetic: forever
seeking joy in every place where it is not! “O
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, . . . . how often would I
. and
ye would not!”

Joy?

Joy is in a stable. Joy is by a dusty

‘road. Joy is on a cross.

*“Joy is found in loving.

But joy is not within the grasp of human
beings. It is a gift. It was given to mankind
two thousand years ago—wrapped in swaddling
clothes.

This is why you cannot separate Jesus’ teach-
ings from his person. Jesus himself was tempted
to do this. He rejected the temptation in Gethse-
mane. His teachings would have remained
whether he confessed to being the Son of God
or - not. But on that confession hung the fate
of the world. The price? The cross.

What the Son of Man expects of us the Son
of God assists us to fulfill. The Good Samari-
tan, the Pharisee and the Publican, the Talents,
the Wheat and Tares, the Prodigal Son, the Seed
Growing Secretly, the Sermon on the Mount —
the teachings — who can follow them? “Love
your enemies, bless them that curse you ... .”
Impossible!

History is well supplied with personages raised
ky august tutors but cheated of love. They were
doomed to delinquency, and delinquency they
achieved. So likewise all of us: we can hardly
understand Christ’s teachings, let alone follow
them, unless one way or another we accept his
person.

The gospel is not the glad tidings of good ad-
vice. It is the good news of divine love. As
such, it is salvation for mankind.

“If you accept Jesus as a great teacher, what
difference does it make if you do not accept him
as the Son of God?”

A good question.
in the world.
Merry Christmas!

It makes all the difference
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Death in Three Minutes
By William B. Spofford Sr.

MISTAKES by editors are often better ignored.
Few will notice it, we say to ourselves. Or we
can use that time-honored custom of pinning it
on a printer or some other innocent.

The very important address by General James
M. Gavin that we featured last week I read four
times — the manuscript; then the manuscript
again to mark it up for the linotype operator;
then the galley proofs; then the page proofs for
the final ok. The manuscript began by stating
that it was a lecture at Brandeis University on
November 14, 1967. We printed it November
14, 1957. I take small comfort in knowing that
those who read the address — and everybody
should — will know that the year was 1967. He
was talking about life and death matters so I
want to keep the record straight.

Earlier in the month, November 2, we fea-
tured an address given at the University of the
South by Harrison Salisbury of the New York
Times. This also dealt with matters of life and
death — whether China will go into Vietnam.
And after his visit to Hanoi he spelled out three
things, any one of which if done by U.S. troops,
would get China into the war. As of now we are
doing all three — so let’s hope Mr. Salisbury
was misinformed, which I very much doubt.

While on this grim business, spoken to so
eloquently by General Gavin and Mr. Salisbury,
I'll hand on another bit of information that has
keen generally ignored by our various news
media. Both the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. are
working on the new quick-strike nuclear armed
missile. The Soviet Union, apparently, has al-
ready developed a working missile of this calibre.
Tass, the Soviet news agency, carried an inter-
view during the week of November 13 with a
Russian rocket expert who indicated that the
low-altitude missile—radar-detectable only three
minutes before impact — is in production.

We used to be told that we had fifteen minutes
tc find a shelter. This development shaves
twelve minutes off the previous warning time.
Soon, if not now, you will have three minutes to
get where you want to go after you are told
that a nuclear weapon is on the way.

So turning the clock back ten years, or even a
hundred, might be a good idea.

Tre WITNESS
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BIG BUSINESS HELPING
NOW IN DETROIT

* A Detroit inner city clergy-
man has described as “evan-
gelistic zeal” the manner in
which top business and indus-
trial leaders are tackling the
deep-seated causes of last July’s
rioting.

Horace L. Thomas, pastor of
Woodward Avenue Presbyterian
church, referred specifically to
the new Detroit committee,
headed by Joseph L. Hudson Jr.,
president of Detroit’s J. L. Hud-
son Co., one of the world’s larg-
est department stores.

“When I say a lot of Detroit
businessmen are becoming in-
volved,” Thomas said, “I mean
big businessmen. They are using
their unquestioned talents to
remedy some of the deplorable
conditions that have caused
people to riot, and they appear
to be going about it with evan-
gelistic zeal.”

He said that among the com-
mittee members who went ke-
fore the state legislature in
Lansing recently to seek pas-
sage of an open occupancy bill
was James L. Roche, board
chairman of General Motors.
“Although other executives of
some of cur largest corpora-
tions also were in the group,
think of it—the top man in the
world’s largest corporation was
lobbying for a bill to enable
people to move from the ghetto
to more wide open spaces.

“Some of these men are learn-
ing for the first time the sordid,
squalid conditions under which
black people and poor white
people have to live; conditions
that well explain the despair,
defeatism and sense of futility
that seems to pervade the lives
of those who have to exist in
such an area.

“Committee members have
spent days and nights meeting
and talking with men, women,
boys and girls, in their homes,
on the streets and in places of

DeceMmBER 7, 1967

business, getting to know them,
and in knowing, to understand
what life is like in such a place.”

He singled out the work of
Paul Borman, head of a large
Detroit-based supermarket chain
who is working with the Saul
Alinsky-advised west central
organization to establish cooper-
ative food stores in poor neigh-
borhoods where price gouging
often has been charged.

“He sells to west central or-

ganization at cost, making it
possible for the poor to buy food
at far below the wusual high
prices charged elsewhere,”
Thomas said.

The clergyman also cited the
Michigan Bell Telephone Co.
which has established a perma-
nent staff at largely - Negro
northern high school “to assist
young people to program and
plan for their future work,
either through employment

Westminster books

Dictionary of
Christian Ethics

Edited by JOHN MACQUARRIE. A comprehen-
sive, up-to-date reference work covering all
subjects related to Christian ethics, with clear,
highly readable articles by British and Amer-
ican authorities. For all libraries, all denomi-
nations. Excellent bibliographies. $7.50

The Jesus of Mark’s Gospel

By DoroTHY M. and GERALD H. SLUSSER.
Basing their approach on a belief that Mark
was thoroughly grounded in the Old Testa-
ment, the authors provide a key to this earli-
est Gospel, and focus on some neglected
aspects. Paperbound, $2.25

The Living God of
Nowhere and Nothing

By NELs F. S. Ferre. Is it possible to find a
contemporary faith which can embrace both
conservative and radical theology? Here is a
brilliant answer by a world-renowned theolo-
gian, based on the concept of God as “Ulti-
mate Concern.” $5.00

Christian Worship and
Church Education

By Iris V. CuLLY. A leading expert on Christ-
ian education examines the changes in wor-
ship and liturgy that have been taking place
lately—and the problems and opportunities
Isl"l‘eg'opresent to the church’s educational task.

. Philadelphia,iPa. 19107
y

. Now at your bookstore
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hope to those in need.
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after graduation from school, or
going on to college.”

Thomas lauded the Ford
Motor Company’s efforts to hire
6,500 of the inner-city’s hard
core unemployed, taking them
“as is, and teaching them to re-
late to the many diverse jobs of
a modern manufacturing plant.”

“T sat next to Benson Ford at
a community fund dinner re-
cently,” he said, ‘“and I com-
mended him and the Ford
Company for this significant
program.

“He replied that ‘We only
hope that other corporations will
follow with more of the same,
or do something else that’s
needed. There’s a great deal
more to be done if we are to
build a new Detroit.” ”

McNAIRY AND APPLEYARD
ELECTED COADJUTORS

% Bishop Philip F. McNairy,
suffragan, was elected coad-
jutor of Minnesota at a special
convention held November 21.
He was elected on the first bal-
lot, receiving 66 clergy votes out
of 117 cast and 230 lay votes
out of 394, Runnerup was Dean
William Mead of Christ Church
Cathedral, St. Louis.

Before the election, delegates
voted down, 310 to 200, a resolu-
tion asking Bishop Hamilton
Kellogg to withdraw his request
for a coadjutor as being “un-
necessary and premature.”

The Rev. Robert B. Apple-
yard, rector of Bethesda-by-the-
Sea, Palm Beach, Florida, was
elected coadjutor of Pittsburgh
at a special convention on
November 14. There were 14
nominees and Appleyard was
elected on the second ballot.

Bishop William S. Thomas,
suffragan, was nominated but
withdrew in favor of a younger
man. Bishop Thomas is now 65.

Bishop Austin Pardue an-
nounced some time ago that he
would retire on August 31, 1968.

Tae WiTNEss
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TRINITY CHURCH, SWEDESBORO, NEW JERSEY

By 1703 when this historic church was formally organized as a mission of the Swedish Lutheran Church,
its congregation was already worshiping in its own building. Its original charter was received upon petition
to Thomas and William Penn in 1765. As the pioneer Swedish stock in the Delaware Valley thinned, the
church gradually became Anglicized and in 1792 was admitted into union with the Convocation of New
Jersey. The present building, erected in 1784, retains its original window panes and pews. The Reverend
John Crees, first Episcopal rector to serve Trinity Church, in 1815 became the first Bishop of New Jersey.
We are proud to irnclude this well-known church among those insured by The Church Insurance Company
and to include its clergy and lay workers under the protection provided by the Church Life Insurance
Corporation. In serving our churches we not only provide all types of coverages for church property and
personnel at advantageous rates, but our profits cccrue directly to the pensions of the clergy. If your
church is not taking advantage of ti:cse services, write for complete information.

INSURANCE COMPANY

THE CHURCH AGENCY CORPORATION
LIFE INSURANCE CORPORATION
HYMNAL CORPORATION

800 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10017
Affiliates of THE CHURCH PENSION FUND
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Lhere could be a difference!
Daily devotions can help make
Him your Lord. You and your
family will find daily devotions
meaningful and stimulating.

Tiie UppErR RooM provides this
with a brief Bible reading,
meditation, prayer and
thought-for-the-day for each
day of the year.

‘Why not start daily devotions
in your home today? Let THE
Upper Room help you. You
will find in it a -
simple yet . |
satisfying way
to family as
well as personal
worship.

Begin the year of
our Lord 1968... }
with Him as your s
Lord.

Write today for a FREE sai...c
copy. Ten or more copies of one
issue to one address, 10¢ each.
Yearly subscription, $1.00.

Chelpgerkoom

World’s Most Widely Used Daily Devotional Guide
38 Languages—45 Editions
‘1908 Grand Ave., Nashville, Tenn. 37203

HOMOSEXUALITY CALLED
MORALLY NEUTRAL

* A symposium on the
Church’s approach to homosexu-
ality was held at the Cathedral
of St. John the Divine, New
York, on November 28. Ninety
priests from the dioceses of New
York, Connecticut, Long Island
and Newark generally agreed
that homosexual acts between
consenting adults should be
classified as ‘“‘morally neutral”
and in some cases might be a
good thing.

Canon Walter D. Dennis of
the cathedral staff who organ-
ized the symposium, said for
instance, that Christians must
“rethink the usual position that

has turned homosexuals into
modern-day lepers.”
“A homosexual relationship

between two consenting adults
should be judged by the same
criteria as a heterosexual mar-
riage — that is, whether it is
intended to foster a permanent
relationship of love,” he stated.

He added, however, that this
does not mean that homosex-
uality should be encouraged or
that homosexual acts, like other
extramarital sexual relations,
cannot also be ‘“‘promiscuous.”

In the discussions, those who
agreed with this view also ex-
pressed difficulty in formulating
the standards by which to dis-
tinguish “healthy” from “pro-
miscuous” homosexual acts.

Others, however, disagreed
with the majority position. The
Rev. L. Robert Foutz, rector of
Trinity Church in Astoria,
Queens, for instance, declared
that homosexual acts “must al-
ways be regarded as perversions
because they are not part of the
natural processes of rearing
children.”

He also warned against the
relaxing of moral standards in
the name of compassion and

understanding. ‘“The reason for
breaking down one ethical stand-
ard may affect others, like the
stability of marriage,” he stated.

Foutz added, however, that
apart from physical sexual acts,
homosexuality may be regarded
as having a positive side. ‘“This
can be seen when what you
might call homosexuality is sub-
limated and channeled into acts
of brotherhood, social concern
and so forth,” he declared.

The keynote speaker was Dr.
Wardell B. Pomeroy, a psycho-
logist who was co-author with
Dr. Alfred C. Kinsey of “Sexual
Behavior in the Human Fe-
male,” a study that aroused
great controversy following its
publication in 1953.

Dr. Pomeroy attacked what
he termed widespread “myths”
concerning homosexuality that
are not substantiated by scien-
tific research.

Among these “myths,” he de-
clared, are beliefs that homo-
sexuals are more likely than
others to molest children and
that homosexual males are ‘“‘ef-
feminate and identifiable.”

The Rev. Frederick Alling, a
clergyman who is also a practic-
ing psychiatrist, warned against
“the lessening of moral re-
straints in society.”

“It is good to get away from
the old judgmental attitude,”
he said, “but Churches should
not become overly permissive at
a time when psychiatry, which
once emphasized this, is now
coming to recognize the impor-
tance of the super-ego, morals
and other supports.”

Representatives of both sides
of the debate agreed that
churchmen need more factual
information on the causes of
homosexuality and on such ques-
tions as whether it is possible
for homosexual relationships to
provide enduring “fulfillment”
and “happiness.”

Tae WITNESs
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- NEW BOOKS -

E. John Mohr
Book Editor

A THEOLOGY FOR CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION, by Nels F. S.
Ferre. Westminster. $4.95

The thesis of the author is that
Christian theology cannot operate
within the presuppositions of philos-
ophy but must be thought of in terms
of education. To prove the first
point he discusses the inadequacy
of idealism, personalism, naturalism,
pragmatism, existentialism, and an-
alytic and organic philosophy, pre-
supposing that his readers know
what he is talking about. He then
argues that God is best thought of
as an educator whose purpose is
understood as a pedagogical process
since the point of creation is learn-
ing love through freedom.

Jesus, we are told, became increas-
ingly human as God penetrated his
life. He is exemplar because God
not only judges but teaches by in-
carnation. The Holy Spirit teaches
by pricking man’s conscience. God
also teaches through nature and his-
tory, for through them man learns
the lesson of self-being and society.

The Chuch is a community of
learners in a state of forgiveness.
The body of knowledge must be ap-
propriated meaningfully. The au-
thor then discusses salvation in
relation to maturation, suffering and
death as topies in a curriculum,
eschatology as it is related especi-
ally to the present life, and the
concern of Christian education with
personal and social problems.

Like so many books on Christian
education, this one tends to be horta-
tory and to include so many topiecs
that none can be treated adequately.
However, the general approach and
areas touched upon could be used
satisfactorily by the teacher of Sun-
day school teachers as a point of de-
parture,

— LEE A. BELFORD

Chairman of the Department of
Religious Education of New York
University.

HOW MANY MILES TO BABY-
LON?, by Robert N. Rodenmayer.
Seabury. $3.95

“How many miles to Babylon?

Threescore miles and ten. Can I get

there by candlelight? Yes, and back

again.” (English Nursery Rhyme).

It is a fact that for most of us the

“life of the spirit”, and certainly,

life in the world, is not a series of

bouts with theological mysteries or
with crisis ethical decisions, but just
the problem or the challenge of how
to live and how to die, why it should

be me, how to measure up, how to
grow old gracefully and graciously,
who we are, and how to put first
things first. Not only do we wonder
about these things, but we wish to
know what others think and do about
them. Rodenmayer, as is character-
istic of him, has given us another
delightful, thoughtful and helpful
book. One sees oneself all through
it, but also one sees the love of God.
The author, as he forewarns us, does
not solve the human problem for us
— who could? — but the call is not
to beat life at its own game, resist
it or overcome it, but just to be
“aware” of it. “Awareness is the
thing. To see, to hear, to feel, to
say Yes. Your personal journey
began before you were born. It will
continue as long as people remember
that you were there one day, and it
was good.”

Surely, this is a gift book for
everybody.

— LEsLIE J. A. LANG

Vicar, Chapel of the Intercession,

Trinity Parish, New York City.

BASIC TYPES OF PASTORAL
COUNSELING, by Howard J.
Clinebell, Jr. Abingdon. $6

In an earlier book, Mental Health

Through Christian Community, Cline-

bell placed the counseling function

within the framework of the total

parochial ministry, relating it to
preaching, worship, education, ad-
ministration, etec. In the present

volume he shows the limitation of
the non-directive counseling method
in dealing with many counseling
situations. The client-centered method
is satisfactory with some strongly
motivation, but many people are in
need of more direct support. Coun-
seling can occur in highly informal
situations; in other instances the
parishioner needs direct confronta-
tion with the meaning and implica-
tions of his behavior or situation.
Many families need counseling, and
often there is the necessity for re-
ferral. In crisis situations definite
direction is often demanded. These
situations he discusses, as well as
group pastoral counseling, some
other types that cannot be described
briefly, and also ways for utilizing
the laity in a total parish program.

The pastor of a church is the one
to whom a person is most likely to
turn when in trouble. He is an
authority figure in the minds of
most of his parishioners and is still
turned to as a leader in most com-
munities. This gives him many oppor-
tunities denied a secular counselor.
His role is important and he needs
certain skills as well as an openness
to different kinds of situations.
Some of the skills required are sug-
gested and also resources for de-
veloping them.

Basic Types is the sort of book to

be studied and will undoubtedly find
its place in many seminary curricula.
However, there is no reason why a
group of clergy should not study it
together, utilizing Clinebell’s sug-
gested reality-practice sessions, and
thereby increase their skill and sen-
sitivity in dealing with people’s
problems.
— LEE A. BELFORD

Chairman of the Department of
Religious Education of New York
University.

TWENTIETH - CENTURY SPIRIT-
UAL LETTERS, AN INTRO-
DUCTION TO CONTEMPOR-
ARY PRAYER, by John B.
Coburn. Westminster. $3.95

In this book the dean of the Epis-
copal Theological School at Cam-
bridge states as his theme that “the
spiritual life for contemporary man
can best be understood in terms of
human life and ordinary human
experiences.” With this point of
view we are all now familiar, fortu-
nately, and though it was ever true,
it rightly colors our present day ap-
proach to theology, ethics and Church
renewal everywhere.

The first half of the book is a
series of letters to a parent, a son,
a wife, a bishop and to friends about
the human experiences which come
to us all and in which we all share
day by day. These experiences, since
they involve the bodies, souls and
spirits of men and women, are
spiritual experiences. They are seen
sub specie aeternitatis, not by com-
paring notes with the Jesus to whom
alone we look back in the gospels and
in history, but by trying to respond
to our Lord as the Spirit reveals
him to us in the contemporary scene,
finding Christ, as we must, in the
circumstances of the secular setting,
if we are to find him at all.

“The Spirit is in the circumstances
of the situation, then. He is not to
be found in principles of the past
or in hopes of the future, but now.
Qur spiritual life is our decision, our
action, our life as it is right now in
response to him. Its character is

forgiveness. It begins at home apd
goes on forever. It is a new life
now.”

The second half of the volume is
a series of retreat addresses, spoken
to the Community of the Order of
the Holy Cross, on love, life, au-
thority, the Church and commit-
ment, and must have been one of the
most refreshing exercises of this
kind given for a long time.

Dean Coburn has given us a fasci-
nating source of refreshment for
our own meditations which cannot
help but move our hearts and wills
and deeply renew our faith.

— LesLIE J. A. LANG

Vicar, Chapel of the Intercession,
Trinity Parish, New York City.
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THE CHURCH
FARM SCHOOL

GLEN LocH, Pa.

A School for Boys Dependent on One Parent

Grades — 6th through 12th
College Preparatory and Vocational Train-
ing: Sports: Soccer, Basketball, Track,
Cross-Country
Learn to study, work, play on 1600 acre
. farm in historic Chester Valley.

Boys Choir Religious Training
CHARLES W. SHREINER, ]JR.
Headmaster
Post Office: Box S. Paoli, Pa.

1on

ST. MARGARET’S SCHOOL
COLLEGE PREPARATION ForR GIRLS

Fully accredited. Grades 8-12. Music,
art, dramatics. Small classes. All
ports. On beautiful Rappahannock

River. Episcopal. Summer School.
| rite for catalog.

Viola H. Woolfolk,
Box W. Tappahannock, Virginia

St. Peter’s
School

Peekskill, New York 10566

A church-centered college prepara-
tory school for boys. Grades T7-12.
70 acre campus 40 miles from New
York. Interscholastic sports, musie,
social activities. Early application
advisable.

For information write to:

Robert W, Porter, B.A., S.T.B.
HEADMASTER
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SAINT AGNES SCHOOL

Girls Episcopal Boarding (Grades 7-12)
and Country Day School (Grades K-12)

Fully accredited college preparatory and gen-
eral courses. Music, Drama, Arts, all Spot.ts-
Small classes. Individual attention and guid-
ance stressed. [Established 1870. 49-acre
campus. Write for catalog.

THE WOODHULL SCHOOLS

Nursery to College
HOLLIS, L. L
Sponsored by
ST. GABRIEL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

under the direction of the rector,
THE REV. ROBERT Y. CONDIT

HAMILTON H. BOOKHOUT, Headmast
SaINT AGNES ScHOOL
Box W., Albany, N. Y. 12211

LENOX SCHOOL

A Church School in the Berkshire Hills for

boys 12-18 emphasizing Christian ideal and

character through simplicity of plant and

equipment, moderate tuition, the co-operative

self-help system and informal, personal re-

lationships among boys and faculty.

REV. ROBERT L. CURRY, Headmaster

LeNoX, MASSACHUSETTS

THE NATIONAL
CATHEDRAL SCHOOL
(For Girls)

ST. ALBANS SCHOOL
(For Boys)

Two schools on the 58-acre Close
of the Washington Cathedral offer-
ing a Christian education in the
stimulating environment of the Na-
tion’s Capital. Students experience
many of the advantages of co-edu-
cation yet retain the advantages of
separate education. — A thorough
curriculum of college preparation
combined with a program of super-
vised athletics and of social, cul-
tural, and religious activities.

Day: Grades 4-12 Boarding: Grades 8-12
Catalogue Sent Upon Request
St. Alban, Washington 16,

Mount D.C.

Shattuck School

The oldest Church School west of the Alle-
ghenies integrates all part of its program —
religious, academic, military, social-to help
high school age boys grow “in wisdom and
stature and in favor with God and men.”
Write
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS
665 Shumway Hall

SmaTTUCK SCHOOL Farmaurr M.

MeMBER: NATIONAL ASSOCIATION

oF EPISCOPAL SCHOOLS

NORTHWESTERN
ACADEMY

LAKE GENEVA, WISCONSIN
Rev. James Howard Jacobson
Superintendent and Rector

An outstanding military college pre-
paratory school for boys 12 to 18
grades 8 through 12. Fireproof
buildings, modern science department
excellent laboratory and academie
facilities. 90 acre campus with
extensive lake shore frontage, new
8 court gym. Enviable year ’round
environment. All sports, including
riding and sailing. Accredited. Sum-
mer Camp. Write for catalogue
164 South Lake Shore Road.

"The Liberation of the Church

By John Pairman Brown
Professor at the Church Divinity School of the Pacific

The dropping of the atom bomb was one of three turning points in history

25¢ for single copy

$2 for ten copies

THE WITNESS

TUNKHANNOCK

PENNSYLVANIA 18657

DeVeaux School

Nisgara Falls, New York

Founpep 1853

A Church School for boys in the Diocese of
Western New York. Grades thru 12. Col-
lege tory. Small Classes. 50 acre
Cam; Resident Faculty. Dormitories for
130, School Building, Chapel, Gymnasium
and Swimming Pool; 9 interscholastic sports,
Music, Art.
Davip A. Kennepy, M.A., Headmaster
Rr. Rev. Launiston L. Scarrs, D.D.
Chairman, Board of Trustees
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