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E d i t o r i a l

Vietnam and Racism in America

Robert Beggs

A r t i c l e s

Heavenly Refuse
Corwin C. Roach

Address at a Baptism
George W. Wickersham II

NEWS: Battle of Ideologies at NCC Assembly.

Dr. Flemming Urges NCC to Stay Hot. What

Mankind Must Do to Survive.
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SERVICES
In Leading Churches

NEW YOHK CITY
THE CATHEDRAL CHURCH
OF ST. JOHN THE DIVINE

i Holy Communion 8, 9, 10,
Preya, Holy Cnmnnminn and Herman- l l j
Oig*n Recital, 3:30; Evemong, 4.

Piaya and Holy Communion 7ilS
(and 10 WedO; Evening Pxayce, 3i3O.

THE PARISH OF TRINITY CHURCH
HOT. John V. Bull*, R«*or

TBJnWTT
•aoaiway ft Wall St.
ROT. DOMU R. WoMhManl, Vfaar

•an. MP 8:40, 10i30, HC 8, •, 10, 11.
Dafty MP 7.45, HC I, 12, lac U i K
Taav, Wad. ft Thun., HP Sil l am. SaM
IM. HC l | C H . 4:30 ft by appt.

*T. PAUL'S CHAPBL
Btoadwey ft Fulton St.
ROT. Robert C. Hwufafcer, Vioar
I n . HC 8, MP ft HC Sat. 10. Weekday*
MP ft HC 8, HC 12:05, 1:05, Till alao
Holy Dan (as. S.t.); EP 5:10 (e». Sat
1:30); Couiuel and C 10:30-1:30 daily,
•ad by eppL; Organ Redtal W.nWoaayi
11:30.

CHAPEL OF THE INTERCESSION
Baoadway ft 155th St.
Ladt* /. A. LOTS, Viem
Sunday* 8, 9, 11; Weekday*:
Set, 9; Too. 8; Wed. 10; Than. 7.

ST. LUKE'S CHAPEL
487 Hudeon St.

BOT. Pan! C. Ween, Jr., Vaar
San. HC 8, 9:15 ft 11; DaDy HC 7 ft 8.
C Sat. §-«, 8-9, by appt.

T h e W i t n e s s
For Christ and Hi* Ckwrek

EDITORIAL BOARD
JOHN MCGIIJ. KBUMM, Chairman

W. B. SPO»OBD SB., MoMSJuf Bdftor

EDWABS J. MOBB, Editorial Auitumt

O. STDNBT BIBB; Las A. BBLFOBD; Roaooa

T. Fonrr; RIOHABP E. GABT; Gomoojt C

GBABAM; DATS> Joaaracm; H i i o i i R. LAST-

BOM; Laaua J. A. LJJ»O; BXKJAUXK Mxmns.

SERVICES
In Leading Churches

ST. STEPHEN'S CHURCH
Tenth Street, above Chcstmt

PHD^ADBXPHZA, PfimiA.
TK, ROT. AJfnd W. Pric, DJ>.,

Tha ROT. Guam C. MaekHaC, B A
Mfoirtar to tha Hani of HaariM

Sunday: 9 and 11 t-m. 7:30 p a .
Weekday*: MOD,, Tue.., Wei , Ttaas M ,

12:30 - 12:55 p.m.
Setricet of Spiritual Healing, Than. MlSt

and 5:30 pun.

CHRIST CHURCH

1DITORUU: Tka Bditodal

* • Ckoich an dfaeaaaad. Tbay an daalt
with In wJbaaqaam nontban bm da aat

at Aa «UKW.

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS
'I'HOIUI V. BABBBTT; JOHN PAJBHAH BBOWM;

GABinnBB M. DAT; JoravH F. FUXOBOB;

FBEDSBIOK C. GBAMT; COBWUM C. ROAOMJ

BARBARA ST. CLAIBB; MAIBT H. SHBTBBBB

}B.; W. B. SFO»OBD JB.

I n W m n a m psbUdMd nrie* a nwnik If
th» Epiaeopal Onudh PubUahint Co. —
btbaU af Oxt Wtaan AdriMsy Boaad.

sr. AircusnNS'f CHAPEL
133 Medial
The ROT. /<
Sunday*: 8,
Wednesday
a*. Wednaa

• St.
•hn C. Marneefc, Ttm

9, 11) Monday Sama
7:9O| MP MnndaySi

ley 7:13.

r

lay tiM av
itiialw ».H

The M!

bundlai
•eOf tot
et 7e
MaMs,

tectipt*. price
fot a le h> pi
10c a copy, wi

a copy. Entaia
August 5, 1948,

„ T~.fcV_—fc, P..,
Maieh 3, 1879.

a $4.00 a yean to
adeha the • mm tin
• wfll bffl quetady
j M Buiisnil OsaM

at the Peat Oflfce
undat the act ef

ST. CHRISTOPHER'S CHAPEL
48 Heniy St.

The ROT. Carle* /. Csceaa, Fleer
Sunday*: MP 7:15) Made* 7:30, 8:45, 11:15
(Spanish). Bu Monday dun Wadnaidey t |
Thunday* thn Saturday 9.

CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANT
York Avenue et 74th Street

Neat New Yodt Memorial Hcapitalc
H«s* MeCeneTa*, Alenean HWCMM,

Kenneth H. Hugthu, Clerfy
Lee Belforn, Franeej C HnnMntton,

adm: 8 aja. HCj 9:30 Faafly (HC M
fan) 11 ajn. Mamfat Santot (HO M
Son) 13:15 p a HC (a, L i I San)pa

•/ NOT/

THE GENERAL THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Chapel of the Good Shcphetd

Chelae Squaw - 9th Aw. ft 20th Sta*at
HOLY COMMUNION - 7:00 a-m. MONDAY

Through FRIDAY
MORNING PRAYER ft HOLY COMMUNION

- 7:30 eon. SATURDAY ft HOLIDAYS
MORNING PRAYER - 8:30 *JB. MONDAY

through FRIDAY
HOLY COMMUNION - 12 noon - MON-

DAY, WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY, FBI-
DAY

HOLY COMMUNION • * » Samoa. - 11:11
u t TUESDAY

EVENSONG — 6i00 a>av DAILY

TJM ROT. W. Murray KanaOT, Raelar
Sander Sarrieaa: 8:00, 9:15 and l l i l l mm.

Wednaaday 12:10 and 5:30 p a .

CHRIST CHURCH, DBTROIT
976 Eaat JeHcaan Avenue

The ROT. Frmh /. Hmytm, Beeter
8 and 9 «.m. Holy Caomnmion (hoMBBMt

fared followfag 9 a.m. terrica) 11 aJB.
Onneh School and Morning SeiTiee. Holy
Dayi 6 pjn. Holy Co

PRO-CATHBDRAL OF THE
HOLY TRINITY

23 Avenue, George V
PABU FBARCIB

: 8:30, 10:30 (S.S.), 10:45
Boulevard Re*pail

Student and Anitt* Centa
Th» Vtry ROT. Stwrgit Lee Riddle, Dean

Th« Rt. ROT. Stephen Bayne, Blcbep
The ROT. Donald D. Weaver, Canon

The Ven. Frederich McDonald,
Cmum Chepiabt

NBW YOBS C m

ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S CHURCH
PeA ATenae and Slit Stwot

ROT. Terence /. Hnlev, D J>.
8 and 9:30 u . Holy C
11:00 ».n>. Morning Ptayet and

Weekday Holy Comm. Tue*. 13:10 BJB.
Wed. 8 «.m. and 5:15 p-m.; Thaa. litlO
and Saintj Days 8 un.

Chuicb open daily 8 a.m. to 8 pja.
BTenins pnyex Tue* ft Than. 5:15 pJM.

CHURCH OF THE HOLY TBINITr
316 Beet 88th Stoat

Sanday*: Holy Conmaatau 8; Cbiucfa Sebaoi
9:30> Morning Pnyei end Snman l l iW

(Holy Communion l*t Sunday in Month;.

ST. THOMAS
5th Are. ft S3rd

ROT. Frederich M. Morrfc, DJ).
Sunday: HC 8, 9:30, 11 (III Sea.)

11; Daily em. Sat. HC 8:15, HC
11.10, West, 5:30.
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Story of the Week

Battle of Ideologies Mark
Opening of NCC Assembly

* What the outgoing pres-
ident of the National Council of
Churches hopes the organization
will do in the years ahead is re-
ported in this issue. What the
incoming president has in mind
cannot be reported since at press
time one had not been elected.

In ordinary times the trien-
nial general assembly — this
time meeting in Detroit with
nearly 800 voting delegates —
hears a nominating committee
present a slate and that's it.
Heading the list at this assem-
bly is Mrs. Theodore 0. Wedel,
known to all Episcopalians be-
cause of her many activities in
the cljkujrch and beyond.

However the executive head
of the National Committee of
Black Churchmen, the Rev. J.
Metz Rollins, nominated the
Rev. Albert B. Cleage for the
presidency within minutes after
the first business session opened.
Rollins was able to get in the
nomination by being given the
microphone by a college youth
who was scheduled to make a
brief statement about young
people and the church.

Most delegates, i n c l u d i n g
many blacks, think Cleage's
chances of election rather slim.

The decision to nominate
Cleage, the 58-year-old pastor of
the Shrine of the Black Madonna
in Detroit, was made after a
caucus involving about 25 black
churchmen.

Until then, a leading candi-
I DBCEMBEK, 1969

date for nomination by blacks
was the Rev. Andrew Young,
executive vice president of the
Southern Christian Leadership
Conference and a former top
aide to the late Martin Luther
King Jr.

Black sources declared, how-
ever, that a consensus developed
during the meeting that the
black churchmen had an obliga-
tion to put forward a candidate
who reflected the way they now
see themselves rather than one
who would gain the broadest
support from whites.

At the opening service, march-
ing behind colorful liturgical
banners, clergy and laymen
chosen by their denominations
were joined in the procession
by 50 members of a group which
claimed wide interest at the as-
sembly. Jonathan's Wake, is a
group of younger white church-
men on hand to ask the NCC to
deemphasize denominationalism
and to try to pressure churches
to devote financial endowments
to minority development.

Wearing flowers, dancing in
aisles and singing gospel songs,
the young demonstrators also
held a service of "exorcism" to
rid the meeting of what they
called "the demons of exploita-
tion, suppression and war."

Bishop James K. Mathews, a
Methodist leader of the council,
said the festive demonstration
was "like a camp meeting" and
called it "a healthy way of free-

ing us up." Most delegates, how-
ever, looked on stoically.

The black churchmen also
nominated the Rev. Leon Watts,
a 34-year-old Presbyterian from
New York as a candidate for
general secretary. The office is
presently held by R. H. Edwin
Espy, Baptist layman.

His reelection is also chal-
lenged by the Wakes. Both
groups are pushing for two sec-
retaries in the event that Espy
is reelected. However money, or
the lack of it, may enter the pic-
ture. Cutbacks in programs have
already been made, and more
are likely, because of sagging
contributions.

The Rev. Leroy Brininger,
head of finances for the council,
declined to speculate on the rea-
sons for the falling support, but
most NCC officials attribute it
to a combination of backlash
against liberal statements on
war, peace and poverty; grow-
ing distrust to large bureau-
cracies and an increasing belief
that money can be spent more
effectively at the local level.

The Rev. Jon L. Regier, head
of mission work, said in an
interview that reaction was not
confined to conservatives.

"A lot of the backlash is from
liberals who are dissatisfied
with the churches' conservatism
and are giving their money to
secular causes like the peace
movement," he stated.

The council has an annual
budget of $12-million. It has al-
ready cut out 12 of its 180 pro-
fessional s t a f f positions and
more than 25 out of 500 clerical
jobs, in an economy move.
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Flemming Wants Church Council
To Stay With Major Issues

* The retiring president of
the N a t i o n a l Council of
Churches says he anticipates
that the NCC may be supplanted
"before many years" by a new
conference of churches.

"I feel it's altogether possible
that the Roman Catholic Church
may be participating in the new
agency along with some Protes-
tant denominations not now in
the NCC," said Arthur Flem-
ming, who is also president of
Macalester College, St. Paul.

In a wide-ranging interview
with the Minneapolis Star, Flem-
ming declined to comment on
the notice served on the NCC by
the National Committee of
Black Churchmen that it is pre-
pared to stage an all-out drive
on the council if it does not ac-
cede to demands and name
blacks to top echelon posts. The
black churchmen warned that
the struggle will be pressed even
if it means the destruction and
demise of the NCC.

He made the following replies
to questions:

Q. How would you character-
ize the past three-year period
for the NCC?

A. It's clear that two issues
have stood out in the period —
Vietnam and the urban crisis,
and it seems to me that the NCC
has been trying to provide
leadership to its member de-
nominations and country gener-
ally on both issues. The latter
issue took an interesting turn
as a result of the black manifes-
to. It's fair to say that the coun-
cil has endeavored to keep on the
cutting edge of major issues
that affected us on the domestic
p.nd international scene.

Q. The NCC budget in 1970 is
the lowest in five years. To what
do you attribute this?

A. Look at the budgets of the
member denominations. NCC in-
rw

come will always follow the
curve of member denominations
in view of the fact it's a council
of denominations. Denomina-
tions are finding it necessary to
cut back for their program
boards. That's where the bulk of
NCC contributions come from.

Q. A NCC sponsored survey
found that the most regular
church attenclers were the most
familar with the NCC, but they
were also the most unfavorable
to it. Why is the NCC so un-
popular with so many church-
goers?

A. To me, this is a result of
the communications p r o b l e m
that confronts the NCC. Be-
cause of the nature of the coun-
cil, we are supposed to communi-
cate with the local churches
through the denominations and
this does not always work. It
seems to me the conciliar move-
ment has got to work at some
kind of program which will
make it possible for the NCC to
communicate, at times, directly
with the local churches. My feel-
ing is that when people at the
level of the local church get to
discuss basic NCC policy state-
ments, such as those on Viet-
nam and the urban crisis, they
develop entirely different atti-
tudes toward them than they
might get otherwise.

Q. What about the controver-
sy over NCC policy statements?

A. Typically they are pretty
well balanced. They reflect a
thorough process of preparation
and consideration. The general
board never attempts to speak
for denominations — but rather
to them. No denomination is
bound by anything the general
board does. The basic policy
statement about Vietnam was
issued by the NCC general board
in December 1965 and has stood
up pretty well through the

years. When NCC policy state-
ments are studied by laymen,
not all will arrive at the same
conclusions but they will come
to better conclusions than they
might have had without them.

Q. Has conservative discon-
tent with the NCC been grow-
ing?

A. I don't sense that the situa-
tion is much different from
what it has been throughout the
life of the council. If that kind
of tension didn't exist, it would
be an indication that the coun-
cil wasn't doing what it should.

Q. What was the NCC re-
sponse to the black manifesto?

A. While rejecting the ideol-
ogy of the manifesto, the NCC
general board in September
asked its member communions
to give at least $500,000 in new
money to be expended through
the Interreligious Foundation
for Community Organization
(IFCO) and the National Com-
mittee of Black Churchmen
(NCBC). There are indications
that this money will be provided
the two agencies. In addition,
the NCC is seeking to develop
a black-led corporation — com-
bining a World Bank and Ford
Foundation type of organ^jition
— that would make loans to and
invest in minority development.
Hope fu l ly , this corporation
would attract "tens of millions
of dollars" from the churches.

Q. How do you feel America's
churches have responded to the
nation's racial crisis? Are con-
frontations effective ?

A. The churches are deeply
involved in American society's
failure to respond in a compas-
sionate, sustained manner to the
nation's ghetto crisis. The con-
frontations are a natural result
of mounting frustrations on the
part of the black community.
These failures grow out of our
failure to respond in a massive
manner to needs. I believe the
church should respond to the
confrontations by recognizing

THK WITNESS

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 2

02
0.

 A
rc

hi
ve

s 
of

 th
e 

E
pi

sc
op

al
 C

hu
rc

h 
/ D

FM
S

.  
P

er
m

is
si

on
 re

qu
ire

d 
fo

r r
eu

se
 a

nd
 p

ub
lic

at
io

n.



the need for getting behind ac-
tion programs designed to meet
the need. Continuous mediation
is needed in the field of race re-
lations and will help there as it
did in the area of industrial un-
rest.

Q. What about the criticism
that the NCC has neglected
evangelism in favor of social ac-
tion?

A. In every address I have
made as NCC president in the
past three years, I have stressed
that the church's top priority
must be its ministry of reconcil-
ing man with God. The NCC
does render staff service in the
field of evangelism but doesn't
carry on any operating pro-
grams except for Church World
Service (NCC world relief agen-
cy). Basically, it depends on the
d e n o m i n a t i o n s and local
churches to carry on evangelism,
although its division of Chris-
tian unity is concerned with
such issues as salvation, evan-
gelism and conversion. I think
the evangelical denominations
and those in the NCC are trying
to find a common goal, and the
recent U. S. congress on evan-
gelism in Minneapolis was evi-
dence of this. It's not a question
of evangelism or social action
for the NCC.

Q. Is the NCC bureaucracy too
large, as critics have charged?

A. The office of the NCC gen-
eral secretary is anything but
top heavy and the denomina-
tions have not been very gener-
ous in supporting this office. A
re-evaluation of the NCC struc-
ture is underway and a report
will be made at the NCC's De-
troit general assembly.

Q. Many city councils of
churches are disbanding to join
in new organizations. What is
your reaction to this develop-
ment.

A. I think it is a very positive
movement. Essentially the new
organizations are associations of
judicatories — dioceses, dis-
tricts, presbyteries and other
I DECEMDBB, 1969

multi-church units—rather than
local churches. I think this will
strengthen religious cooperation
on the local level.

Q. How do young people re-
gard the NCC ?

A. Young people have not
been brought into the structure
of the NCC the way they
should. The NCC constitution
probably will be amended in De-
troit to make possible for them
to vote as participants. De-
nominations which make up the
NCC should have a good repre-
sentation of delegates 18 to 25.
The day of youth movements

within churches may be over,
but youth will respond to invita-
tions to become involved in the
governance of local churches
and they should serve on local
church boards.

Q. What should the NCC do
in the 1970s?

A. I'd favor having the NCC
continue to stay on the cutting
edge by providing leadership on
major international and domes-
tic issues and continuing to ren-
der maximum service and help-
ing local churches in carrying
forward their programs of evan-
gelism.

Survival of Mankind Depends
On life and Death Decisions

• Mankind faces self-annihila-
tion "unless we learn to bring
Christian ethics to bear on the
life-and-death decisions facing
us," Eugene Carson Blake, gen-
eral secretary of the World
Council of Churches, told dele-
gates to the triennial assembly
of the Canadian Council of
Churches.

Referring to the major issues
now faced by the council, Blake
listed them as:

• Should the WCC move for-
ward faster or should it slow
down? Some e c u m e n i c a l l y -
minded p e o p l e believe the
church must change rapidly to
match rapid changes taking
place in society. Others urge the
WCC to consolidate the ecumeni-
cal gains of 50 years.

• The crisis of faith. This
challenge was precisely aimed
at the neo-orthodox consensus
en which the ecumenical move-
ment had been largely built. The
question the church faces now
is: How to formulate the eternal
truth of the gospel in new ways
that are understandable and
persuasive to modern man?

• The measure and means of
the increased dynamic coopera-
tion with the Roman Catholic

Church . . . Blake said leaders
of both the WCC and catholic-
ism will continue to discuss basic
theological issues which had di-
vided the church and would con-
tinue to work on such items as
religious liberty and mixed mar-
riages, and cooperate in service
to humanity in the name of
Christ.

"In the next few year," he
said, "our combined bureau-
cracies should find ways to
bring the whole weight of Chris-
tian goodwill and convictions to
bear upon the great social, eco-
nomic and political issues of our
day."

• How can the WCC become
a truly important instrument to
serve the new worldwide com-
munity that is coming into
being? Blake said technology
had bridged the old gaps of com-
munication and solved produc-
tion problems. If turned loose,
it could distribute food, clothes
and shelter everywhere. Un-
fortunately, it had also enlarged
the ability of men to kill each
other.

Blake said because Jesus was
incarnate and lived, died and
rose again for all mankind, "no
national church, no separate

MM
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•confession, dares limit itself
geographically, culturally, con-
fessionally or racially."

When men speak of the ecu-
menical movement, they are
talking of a Christian move-
ment, not simply about a move-
ment of general religious toler-
ance and goodwill.

The general secretary added
that dialogue with other faiths,
or with men of no religious
faith, was important for under-
standing and goodwill in every
pluralistic society "and certain-
ly in our pluralistic world."

All day-to-day decisions on
ecumenicity should rise from the
gospel — based on love, hope,
and faith, and not on hate, de-
spair or cynicism, he held.

Blake said the purpose and
function of an institution was
more important than its survival
and that compromise in the
sense of "half a loaf is better
than none" is legitimate, while
forsaking your convictions is
not.

"Success is never promised a
Christian," he said.

Stressing the world com-
munity, Blake said it required
common values, common laws,
common s o c i a l instruments,
mutual trust and faith.

BISHOP BROWN SLAIN
IN LIBERIA

* Bishop Dillard H. Brown
Jr., of Liberia was killed along
with the diocesan business man-
ager, Claude Nadar, a Lebanese.
The bishop's secretary, British-
born Patricia Newiss, was crit-
ically wounded. A chauffeur and
a cleaning man w e r e also
wounded.

A 63-year-old Nigerian chem-
istry professor, Justin M. Col-
lege Obi, who formerly taught
at Cuttington College in Gbarn-
ga, Liberia, was held in the
shootings.

Obi, who apparently argued
with Miss Newiss and then shot
her before the bishop arrived on
Six

the scene, recently made a num-
ber of verbal attacks on Amer-
ican peace corps girls, accusing
them of immorality. Bishop
Brown was known to have held
the peace corps volunteers in
high esteem.

Bishop Brown, who went to
Liberia in 1961 as coadjutor to
Bishop B. W. Harris, was in-
stalled as bishop of the diocese
in 1964. His see included all of
Liberia which has a total esti-
mated population of about 2 mil-
lion persons.

The 57-year-old bishop had a
long history of social concern,
youth work and educational ac-
tivities in the United States.

According to Bishop Leland
Stark of Newark, Liberia's com-
panion-diocese, Bishop B r o w n
had a "great influence" on the
people and g o v e r n m e n t of
Liberia and was a close friend of
President William V. S. Tub-
man, a Methodist.

Bishop Brown began his min-
istry as curate at St. Martin's in
New York's Harlem, and then
served as vicar at the Church of
the Incarnation, New York,
from 1943-1946, before becom-
ing rector of St. Luke's Wash-
ington, in 1946, and remained
there until he was elected coad-
jutor of Liberia.

Besides participation in many
civil rights activities during the
1950s in Washington, Bishop
Brown served as president of
NAACP and was a chaplain of
Boy's Village in suburban Mary-
land. He also worked with youth
in the neighborhood of St.
Luke's.

SELF-STUDY PROJECTS
IN OREGON

"*• The diocese of Oregon
launched a self-study program
some months ago with a pre-
liminary study made by a com-
mittee headed by the Rev. Dan-
iel Ferry of Salem. The report
was accepted by the convention
in October so the diocese is now

engaged in the process which
will be the sole business of a
special convention next April.

Ferry was on hand for the
three-day convocation of East-
ern Oregon last month to ex-
plain how they went about the
job in the western part of the
state. Also on hand was Maurice
Haywood of the division of re-
search and planning for the na-
tional church to tell delegates
what a process of self-study was
and how the division could help.

Bishop W. B. Spofford Jr. had
urged such a study in opening
the convocation and a resolution
was later presented and passed
unanimously to get on with the
job.

The convocation lowered the
voting age in congregations and
convocation from 18 to 16. Also
a resolution urged people to stay
in their fraternal organizations
and seek to change racist rules,
polices and philosophy.

NEW NCC STRUCTURE
IS PROPOSED

* A general ecumenical coun-
cil in the U. S., including Roman
C a t h o l i c s , Pentecostals and
others not now in the council,
was proposed by the chief execu-
tive officer.

R. H. Edwin Espy outlined a
major ecumenical overhaul dur-
ing the opening business session
of the assembly.

Membership, as E s p y de-
scribed it, would be open to
churches, their agencies and
para-ecclesiastical g r o u p s of
various sorts. The new council
would consist primarily of au-
tonomous units committed to
tasks such as education, social
action, theology, worship and
liturgy, and communication.

The "general ecumenical coun-
cil" would have no authority to
enforce p r i o r i t i e s except in
broad policy terms, in the blue-
print. An annual legislative as-
sembly would make only those
decisions which reflected agree-
ment of constituents.
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EDITORIAL

Vietnam and Racism
In America

By Robert Beggs
Chairman of the Episcopal Peace Fellowship

in Province II

IT IS TIME that the Episcopal Church and the
Episcopal Peace Fellowship examine their prior-
ities and the relationship between Vietnam and
racism in the light of the Seattle and Notre Dame
conventions.

Two years ago on the last day of the Seattle
convention, I telephoned John Kenneth Galbraith
to ask if he would speak at our diocesan confer-
ence on Vietnam. He replied that he would have
said yes had I called a day sooner, but since our
church had taken no clearcut stand in Seattle
against the war, he assumed Episcopalians didn't
want to talk about the war, or face up to it.
What he was saying, of course, was that we didn't
want to take a long hard look across the ocean
towards Vietnam, so we looked back at the
ghettos and then did penance. And we have been
doing penance ever since. Five million for com-
munity organizations since Seattle, and now
$200,000 allocated for the National Committee of
Black Churchmen.

Now let me repeat. We have been doing pen-
ance. Not reparations, not preparations, but pen-
ance. Penance because it is easier on our uneasy
consciences to do something about our guilt for
the racist war at home, than to face the guilt of
our terrible silence in the face of the racist war
in Vietnam. You don't have to be a student of
military science to know that the decision to bomb
North Vietnam with more bombs than we dropped
in world war two was ultimately, unconsciously,
a racist decision. The Pentagon learned, like
everyone else in world war two, that neither the
nazis nor the allies could bomb the white man
into submission. Now we know that the white man
can't bomb the brown man into submission, but
only into extinction, at the risk of his and hu-
manity's extinction. If we were not racists we
would have to compound our guilt, for our racism
in Vietnam and at home is bound up together.
Otherwise why have nearly double the propor-
tionate number of blacks been killed in Vietnam?

I DHCEMLEB, 1969

Finally I would add that our penance which we
have undertaken at the last two general conven-
tions, is filled with terrible irony. Before Seattle,
the leadership of our church knew that the Na-
tional Council of Churches hoped that we would
cooperate in an ecumenical program for Negro de-
velopment organizations. I suggest that we went
it alone because at that time the National Coun-
cil had taken a strong and controversial stand on
Vietnam. If we had faced up to Vietnam first and
domestic race relations second like they did, we
would not be over-reacting to the token authori-
zation of $200,000. When the Episcopal church
really examines it priorities it will see that until
we face up to the military-religious complex we
will do precious little about racism at home and
abroad. Martin Luther King understood this
better than I when he finally decided not to take
up my suggestion that he announce at our di-
ocesan conference on Vietnam, that he would lead
a team of world religious leaders and Nobel Peace
Prize winners for arbitration and mediation in
Vietnam. Rather, he planned to offer his service
to Biafra and Nigeria because he felt that until
we try to help the Third World, we won't answer
the problems of racism at home or abroad, nor
promote world community, and peace on earth.

Heavenly Refuse
By Corwin C. Roach

Director of the School of Religion, Fargo, N. D.

MY FAVORITE Malaprop amanuensis has been
at it again. This time for "The Church of the
Heavenly Refuge" she came up with "the Heaven-
ly Refuse". I feel the new title is a decided im-
provement. Too often the church has been looked
upon as a refuge socially, spiritually, intellectually.
Jeremiah had condemned the people of his day
for looking upon the temple as a glorified den of
robbers.

Refuse is something else again. It is the worth-
less trash which is discarded. Heavenly refuse
then sounds like a contradiction in terms. How
can we use the term "heavenly" for this junk and
debris of human living? But here is where choice
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and decision enter in. What is one man's trash is
another's treasure. We have all had some prized
possession thrown in the trash barrel which we
rescued in the nick of time.

On a more intellectual level, archaeologists have
an uncanny habit of rummaging through the
middens and dump heaps of antiquity and coming
up with stone artifacts, bits of papyri or broken
pottery which are priceless because of what they
tell us about a forgotten past. But the rubbish
does not need to be ancient. The papers carried
the story of collectors in a California town who
were granted the privilege of ransacking the
municipal dump. They came up with bottles and
old glass of the past century which are now col-
lector's items. The term "heavenly refuse" would
hardly be an exaggeration from their point of
view.

It is this title of refuse, reject, which Jesus ap-
plies to himself and quotes the Psalm in so doing,
"The very stone which the builders rejected has
become the head of the corner". History has a way
of turning our values upside down. The Christ who
was rejected and refused by his contemporaries,
cast outside the city to perish on a cross, has be-
come the central value of man through the cen-
turies. Why is this?

Part of the reason is that Jesus himself was the
supreme salvager. He came to search out and
save the least and the lost. He gathered about him
the seeming discards of society. There was vacil-
lating Peter, the doubting Thomas, the violent
Boanerges (James and John). But Jesus had the
insight to see values is these men that others
ignored.

Paul reminds the Corinthians, and us, that God
chooses what is foolish in the world to shame the
wise, what is weak in the world to shame the
strong. God has a different set of values from
those of men. He is the supreme artist who can
take the broken bits and out of them fashion the
good and the beautiful.

Paul speaks of our refuse condition in no uncer-
tain terms but thanks to Christ's salvage opera-
tion we have become transformed into "heavenly
refuse", instruments and tools. God can use us as
he continues and widens the scope of his restoring
work. The poor, the underprivileged, the defeated
and the discouraged need our help. We are God's
"heavenly refuse" to the extent that we help them
reach a like status of value and worth and human
dignity.
Eight

Address at a Baptism
By George W. Wickershain II

Rector of St. Luke's, Hot Springs, Va.

WHAT have we done? We have put a little water
on four little foreheads and we have said a few
words. This hardly seems like very much.

But then some of us remember putting a little
ring on a little finger and also saying a few words.
We have learned that what we did then was not
so little.

What we have done in baptism is not very little
either.

And yet in a sense you and I have done almost
nothing. We have made a sign. The one who has
done things is God, and he has done much.

For many centuries there have been those in
the church who have had doubts about the wisdom
of bringing infants to be baptized. These people,
with whom I have considerable sympathy, raise
an interesting question. Should children be bap-
tized ? The answer to this question, as far as I am
concerned, depends entirely on what you consider
baptism to mean.

If you think that baptism stands for a con-
sidered acceptance of the faith by a mature per-
son, then, obviously, baptism in infancy is baptism
too soon.

The vast majority of Christians over the years
has never thought of baptism in these terms.

I would be inclined to say that what has gen-
erally been accepted as to baptism is based on the
rather apparent fact that it is not possible for
for human beings to have anything to do with God
unless he first has something to do with them.

Now, that he has a great deal to do with each
one of us is one of the principal things which we
learned from Jesus. "See that you do not despise
one of these little ones; for I tell you that in
heaven their angels always behold the face of my
father who is in heaven." High poetry! That the
very hairs of our heads are all numbered con-
stituted the heart of Jesus' message. Baptism, for
most Christians, is the sign of this.

There are many superstitions about baptism.
One of the most persistent ones is the thought
that an unbaptized child is in danger of condemna-
tion. To believe this, however, is to assume that
God is the exact opposite of what Jesus taught us
about him.

I believe that God adopts every child the mo-
ment tiiat he is born into this world, regardless of
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the convictions or lack of convictions of his par-
ents.

Baptism is the sign of this: not the sign of
something which is happening, but the sign of
something which has happened. It is a sign or-
dained by Christ as a constant reminder that God
moves swiftly in our direction — the kingdom is
at hand — a reminder which encourages us to
move swiftly in his.

In other words, God does not wait until we are
twenty-one before adopting us. This is why we
bring infants to holy baptism.

Having said this much, however, we must
hasten to remind ourselves of what these thoughts
imply.

If we are to assume that God is totally com-
mitted to these children — and that is what we
do assume — then it is only reasonable that we
should undertake the proper response to this. We
must do all in our power to encourage these chil-
dren to become totally committed to God. Any
other thought would be unworthy.

Baptism signalizes the beginning of this process
too. You and I have prayed, "that these children
may lead the rest of their lives according to this
beginning."

All right, you and I are involved here. Parents,
Godparents, congregation, minister — we are up
to our ears in responsibility. As time goes on, the
children themselves will undertake more and more
of this responsibility, but who of us would be so
naive as to think that these children will under-
take this if we do nothing now? No child can
choose the Almighty if he has never known him.
To give him this vision is our responsibility.

So what have we done? First of all, by the
gracious command of Christ, we have been spokes-
men for God. We have proclaimed to all that he
has adopted these children. Secondly, we have
accepted new brothers and sisters and have re-
minded ourselves of our responsibilities towards
them. And, finally, and happily, we have been wit-
nesses of a symbolic beginning: the beginning of
four journeys up the glorious road that leads to
eternal life.

Pasadena's Specialized Ministry
To the Drug Dependent

By William W. Rankin
Rector of All Saints,
Pasadena, California

* If you grant that the church
has at its better moments in
history ministered to those for
whom conventional s e r v i c e s
have been unavailable, the estab-
lishment of the Foothill Free
Clinic in Pasadena is an alto-
gether traditional and righteous
thing. In June 1968 several Prot-
estant, Catholic and Jewish
youth ministers met to try to
deal effectively with the alarm-
ing amount of drug use in the
Foothill area of Southern Cal-
ifornia. Juvenile drug arrests in
this city have risen 3000 % in
the past five years. By August
of 1968 papers of incorporation
as a tax exempt corporation
were filed in Sacramento, and a
specialized ministry to alienated
youth was underway. The story
I DECEMBER, 1969

of the clinic and of its ecumeni-
cal organization may well serve
as a model for other parishes
attempting to deal with youth
and drug problems.

One of the parameters which
we had to take into account at
the beginning was the evident
paranoia of many youth with
regard to police reprisal and
parental involvement on the part
of any so-called "establishment"
agency from which they other
wise might seek help. There
were fears of seeking venereal
disease treatment at a county
clinic because parents might be
notified; fear of getting arm
abcesses treated at local hospit-
als or dispensaries because police
might be notified; and fear that
school or private counselors and
therapists could not be trusted
with confidences. We chose the
name "free" clinic to indicate
that we were not going to

charge for services, and further-
more we were anxious to deal
non - judgmentally and non-re-
pressively with those who found
themselves in the "freedom"
movement. With volunteer so-
cial workers and clergymen we
opened near a local college with
counselling services on the afore-
mentioned basis. On the first
evening ninety young persons
arrived. From that time to the
present we have constantly ex-
panded our services.

We obtained a ten thousand
dollar grant from All Saints
Church to begin organization of
the clinic on a broader basis, and
shortly after that moved into
the community health center,
whose facilities we used for
counselling four nights a week,
for three hours a night. We
regularly counselled 120 persons
per week, about half of whom
were treated and considered
"discharged" or referred to sym-
pathetic physicians or attorneys
in the area, and about half of
whom returned on the same
night each subsequent week for
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The Sermon on the Mount*••
What does it mean today?

Just what are the teachings of Christ? How are they relevant
today?

The entire January-February issue of The Upper Room is
focused on the Sermon on the Mount — each daily meditation,
scripture selection, prayer and thought-for-the-day deals with
the sermon's meanings in today's frenzied world.

These daily devotions in The Upper Room can help you study
and learn more about the teachings of Christ, more about God's
plan for our lives and how to meet the turmoil and tensions in
our society.

SPECIAL OFFER
We will send FREE a beautiful full-color reproduction (11 x 14
inches) of the painting, shown above, of the Sermon on the
Mount with each new subscription or bulk order (or increase in
existing order). Individual subscriptions, 3 years for $3, one
year $1.50. Ten or more copies of one issue to one address,
10 cents per copy, postpaid. Use the handy coupon below.

THE UPPER ROOM
1908 Grand Avenue
Nashville, Tennessee 37203

• Please send copies of The Upper Room at $.10 each to
address below. Total amount $ .
• Enclosed • Please bill me.

• Please send individual subscription, (payment enclosed) • 3 years,
$3; • 1 year, $1.50; to address below.
Enclosed is • check • money order

(Use separate sheet for multiple orders and gift orders)

NAME.

ADDRESS-

CITY .STATE. ZIP.

group counselling. In this way
continuity in group counselling
was maintained, as each client
reformed each group with the
same therapist each week.

In March of 1969 a gift was
received which enabled the clinic
to move into a medical building
all its own. A Presbyterian
church across the street pro-
vided seven therapy rooms and
a parking lot, this in addition to
the medical facilities which we
already had. In August the clinic
was notified by the county of
Los Angeles that since we were
reaching a client population
hitherto unreached by the coun-
ty, we would receive $33,000
worth of medicines and supplies
per year. Most of this is in the
form of antibiotics for the treat-
ment of venereal disease. As we
had in the case of the volunteer
social workers and psycholo-
gists, we sought and received
the volunteer services of area
physicians, who now work at the
clinic in the evenings. This medi-
cal service, along with a brand
new legal and job development
component, forms the remainder
of our comprehensive youth cen-
ter.

At the present the clinic does
individual, group, and family
counselling on a walk-in basis,
free of charge. Unresolved hos-
tility directed at the family
situation is the chief complaint.
We counsel about 165 youths
per week. The age groups in-
clude primarily 14 to 22 year
olds, but specialized counselling
groups of 20 to 30 years olds on
serious drugs — narcotics and
barbiturates — are offered as
well. There is also a special
group for parents of drug users.

In our medical component we
have two doctors, three nurses,
and a clinical laboratory tech-
nician on duty each night. VD
treatment and pregnancy tests
are the most common presenting
problems, but there are about 60
other treatment categories rang-
ing from hepatitis, arm ab-
cesses, and other needle-related
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problems to heroin detoxifica-
tion. In the lab we perform preg-
nancy tests, GC tests, and
other serologies. Approximately
22 young persons seek medical
help each night, and the num-
ber is increasing rapidly. Sixty
percent of our medical patients
are between 18 and 25 years of
age.

In its legal component, the
clinic uses the services of volun-
teer attorneys and a "legal
switchboard", which allows a
client to make the most of his
one call after an arrest by the
police. Additionally there is a
legal discussion group conducted
by attorneys and law students
on two nights each week, the
purpose of which is to insure
that young persons are familiar
with the legal implications of
various kinds of favorite ac-
tivity.

In job placement we use col-
lege field work students to can-
vass the area to find potential
jobs for our clients. Whereas
some employers may have diffi-
culty placing a dreadful long-
hair into the front window,
there may be a place in the back
room where our client can work.
Constant feedback is generated
and sought from the employers
in a continual effort to match
jobs to people, rather than vice
versa.

Our budget, which we are
constantly hustling to meet, is
about $50,000 per year. Estimat-
ing conservatively that we pro-
vide over $150,000 worth of serv-
ices, we feel that goods and serv-
ices are reaching the client
group in a rather unusual per-
centage.

Finally, a word about drugs.
With drugs, as with VD, legal,
pregnancy, and other problems,
the ostensible problem is symp-
tomatic of what the issues real-
ly are. We have seen everything
from acid (LSD) overdose to
heroin problems to barbiturate
overdose. We feel that although
the "basic" problem — what-
ever that may mean — varies

from individual to individual,
the symptoms must be treated
nevertheless. We think that
there's a lot of more trouble
a "coming" from this nation's
youth, and that the answer does
not lie in repression or "law and
order". It lies in treatment. We
agree with Dr. Yolles of the Na-
tional I n s t i t u t e s of Mental
Health that drug abuse is get-
ting worse and not better, and
therefore we have offered this
model in the hope that churches
in other locations will get with
it. If the readers of this journal
desire further information from
us, based obviously on our own
experiences — which admitted-
ly may not be generalizable —
they should drop me a line.

People - -
ALFRED VOEGLI, bishop of Haiti,

has been named acting bishop of
Liberia, succeeding the slain Bish-
op Dillard H. Brown, whose fu-
neral was held in Monrovia, Nov.
23, at Trinity cathedral. Bishop J.
Brooke Mosley, who heads the de-
partment for overseas relations
and was in Liberia at the time of
Bishop Brown's death, will stay on
there to help administer church af-
fairs. He will be assisted by Elias
Saleeby of the New York office, a
financial aide. Bishop Voegeli will
serve in Liberia until at least next
October, when the House of Bish-
ops, meeting during a General Con-
vention in Houston, is expected to
elect a permanent bishop for the
district.

EARL S. JOHNSON JR. of Roanoke
says a group of Episcopalians in
the diocese of Southwestern Vir-
ginia, have formed an organization
to combat what they call overly
liberal tendencies w i t h i n the
church. The group seeks to en-

Write us for

Organ Inf ormation
AUSTIN ORGANS, Inc.

Hartford, Conn.

courage a more conservative ap-
proach without advocating an open
split in the church. The organiza-
tion placed an ad in Roanoke news-
papers calling on Episcopalians to
withdraw "substantial financial
support" from the national church.
In a rebuttal to the ad, more than
25 families supporting the liberals
placed a full page ad in the
Roanoke newspapers several days
later.

OWEN BROOKS, Delta ministry di-
rector, and the Rev. Henry Parker,
information officer, reported that
60 per cent of the ministry's bud-
get now comes from overseas funds
because, "like Americans, church-
men tend to be more generous to
people overseas." Returning from
a trip to churches and church
agencies in western Europe, they
reported widespread interest in and
support of the ministry in the
Mississippi delta. People in the
countries they visited were taken
aback, they said, when told that
•welfare in this country is admin-
istered differently in each of the
50 states, with no national mini-
mum, and that the average pay-
ments in Mississippi are $38 a
month. The leaders came home to
find construction continuing in
Freedom City, which is being built
by displaced black families them-
selves, while at Mount Bayou, the
Brikcrete Factory, a DM project,
is now receiving orders from build-
ers for construction blocks. They
reported, however, that a bleak
period lies ahead for Freedom City
when the winter rains come as
gravel is needed to extend streets
to new building sites. Brooks said
that with $3,000 for gravel and
labor, ten more houses could be
built this winter. However, the Mc-
Comb Community Center in the
new community, he said, has a good
s t a r t following groundbreaking
ceremonies held last month.

LESTER RALPH, Episcopal rector
in Somerville, Mass., won a land-
slide victory, in last month's elec-
tion for mayor getting 20,000 of
some 27,000 votes cast.

MONEY for your TREASURY
OVER 2,000,000

SUNFLOWER DISH CLOTHS

Were sold last yen by members of Sunday
SckMlt, Ladies' Aids, Young People's Groups,
etc They enable you to earn money for your
tammy, and make friends (or your otganaa-

SANGAMON MILLS, INC.
1915 COHOES, N. T. 12047
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Schools of the Church

The
Patterson School

for Boys
IN HAPPY VALLEY

Fully accredited Church School on
1300 acre estate. Grades 7-12. SmaU
classes. Gymnasium, sporta, swim-
ming, fishing. 60th year.
Summer camp with tutoring for boys
9 to 15 years. Periods 2, 4, or « weak*.

For School or Camp Patttnom

catalogs, write:
TOT Rsv. FLOYD W H . FIKCH, Jk.

Route 5, Lenoir, N. C. 28646
COLLEGE PREPARATORY

CHARACTER BUILDING

SHATTIM PROGRAMS S A I N T A G N £ s SCHOOL

N O R T H W E S T E R N
A C A D E M Y

LAKE GENEVA, WISCONSIN
Rev. James Howard Jacobsnn

Superintendent and Rector
An outstanding military college pre-
paratory school for boys 12 to M
grades 8 through 12. Fireproof tmfld-
ings, modern science department,
excellent laboratory and •oxlwiifci
facilities. 90 acre campus with
extensive lake shore frontage,
8 court gym. Enviable y
environment. All sport,
riding and sailing. Accredited,
mer Camp. Write for catalogue

164 South Lake Shorn Road

(Dbuccb of tbc Heavenly Weet
©ap School

Oo-Edaoattonal Nursery
through Grade

CPnsentry through Grade V; Grade VI 1M7,
G a d . VII 1968, Gnde VID 196*).

A comprehensive curriculum begin-
ning with Nursery designed for best
possible preparation for secondary
schools and beyond. Primary objec-
tive: Sound skills in Reading, Writ-
Ing, Mathematics, Foreign Language,
Music, Art and Physical Education
Curriculum also includes Religious
Education.

4 East 90th Street — Upper School
I East 02nd Street — Lower School

(EN 9-8040)
HEW TOBK. N. Y. 10088

June 21 - August 1 56 th Session

Boys and Girls
Explore new fields of study, strengthen basic
•kills, earn aradranic credit — and enjoy sum-
mer funl Two groups. B o y s only (Ages 10-
12): Bog., math, nature, typing. French,
Spanish, German, Russian. Ooed (Ages 13-
18):

Advanced study in humanities, math, (denes,
Bng., art, drama, creatire writing. College
prep courses for preview, review, i*ww4fri
Sports include golf, tennis, soccer, track,
archery, riflery, swimming, sailing, water-
skiing, boating.

Write for Brochure
Mr. of Adm, A-170 Sbnmway Ban

Faribaott, Minn. 5SM1

THE CHURCH
FARM SCHOOL

GLEN LOCH, PA.

A School for Boys Dependant on On* Pomrt

Grades 7th through 12th

College Preparatory and Vocational Train-
ing: Sportsi Soccer, Basketball, Track, Tennis,
Wrestling, Crosj-Country.

Learn to study, work,
farm in historic ^Bitntffr

Boy Choir Religious Training
CHARLES W. SHRBINER, JR.

Headmaster
Post Office: Box 8. PaoH, Pa. 19101

VALLEY FORGE
MILITARY ACADEMY
and JUNIOR COLLEGE

Here, "at t h e N a t i o n ' s
Shrine," education e x t e n d s
beyond the academic to bofld

character, and develop leadership.
Grades 9 through 12 and Jr. College.
America's most beautiful campus. 96
modern buildings. Highest scholastic
standards. Nationally accredited. In-
dividualised guidance and tutoring.
Social development Extensive read-
ing and spelling clinic*. AD sports
including horsemanship and polo. Re-
nowned bands. Sr. Army ROTC.
Summer camps.
Catalog. Box W, Wayne, Fa. 19087

THE WOODHULL SCHOOLS

Nursery to College

HOLUS, L. L
a y

ST. GABRIEL'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
under the direction of die radro,
THE REV. ROBERT T. CONDTT

Fully
eral c

CMs Bpfaeopal Boarding CGrailas 7-12}
and Country Day School (finit K-12)

Ĥyf̂ l f*^]lfyt pcepaxatotY ***A goav-
courses. Musk, Drama, Arts, all Sports.

Small classes. IndMdual attr-T^ and gator
ance stressed. ""•"M'tit 1870.
campus. Write for catalog.

HAMILTON H. BOOZHOUT,
S i n n Auras SGBOOL

Ban W , Albany, N. T. 12211

ST. MARGARETS SCHOOL
COLUMS PBETARATION FOB O O U

FuUy accredited. Grades 8-12. Hnak,
art, dramatics. SmaU classes, AB
sports. On beautiful Rappahannoek
River. Episcopal. Summer Ochool.
Write for catalog.

Viola B. WoolfoUt,
Bow W. Tappakammoek, F t y W i

LENOX SCHOOL
• Orach School in the «—*»fc*~ sun. &
tan 12-18

equRxaen*,
saft£atp i

shnpUdty of plant
I tuition, tha o»«R

ROBERT L. CURRY,

Bethany
School

j

BDgh D»y

QirUQra&m 1-9
Boy (day only) gra&u 1-9

Kh (etoy J )

Principal
Bethany School
496 Albion Ave.,

Cindnnati, Ohio 46248

DeVeaux School
Nk>

isn
A G X s U K b BCDOOal HUE DOTS 1H lbs) jDaVOHV flB

Western New York. Grades 9 through IX
College Preparatory. Small Classes. 50 t e n
Campus, Resident Faculty. Dormitories fox
130, School Building, ChapeL Gymoasrom
and Swimming Pool} 9
Mode, Art.

DAVID A. Kmonror, M. A ,
THB RT. RSV. L u m m a L. S t u m , DJO.

ChalraMn, Boanl of TrasMes
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