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Story of the Week

S

Church Leaders Have Different
Opinions on Future of COCU

* Little future for the Con-
sultation of Church Union
(COCU) and its proposed 25
million-member denomination is
seen by two leading theologians.
They are Martin E. Marty, Lu-
theran theclogian and a teacher
at the University of Chicago di-
vinity school, and Fr. John
Meyendorff, teacher at St.
Valadimir’s Orthodox Theologi-
cal Seminary at Crestwood,
N. Y. Both were in Portland,
Ore. to participate in an ecu-
menical lectureship.

Blake Sees Lay Support

On the other hand Eugene
Carson Blake believes there may
be more lay support for a plan
of union than ecumenical strat-
egists realize. Comments on
COCU by the general secretary
of the WCC were released by
officials of the agency.

“Although it has been several
vears since I have been active
in working with the plan,” he
said, “it is my own judgment
that it is an excellent plan and
with a little amendment as
early as possible it ought to be
presented to the churches for
serious consideration.”

Blake praised the parish plan
proposed by COCU, a plan
which would bring together sev-
eral congregations and task
force groups across socio-eco-
nomic lines,

The WCC chief said the day
of the denomination is finished
and that potential lay support
for church union is greater than
leaders realize. He felt that de-
laying work on COCU would be
a mistake.

Blake, denying that his sup-
port for COCU had ever
“cooled,” said: “The importance
of church union is not more ef-
ficiency, size, power and influ-
ence. The divisions of the church
in America make the message of
all of us incredible to those out-
side, to the younger generation,
and people not brought up in
the church.

“There really is no hope for
winning them into the Christian
church so long as churches con-
tinue to look like private clubs
ministering to ‘our kind’® of
people.”

Asked to predict the future of
COCU, Marty said: “It’s not
going anywhere. I am not
against it. But it is 100 years
too late for what it set out to do.
TI'd much rather see the renewal
of each denomination in it.

“It seeks a pale homogeneity
when society is looking for
variety. People are changing
their names back to the Euro-
pear names their forefathers
bore, they are learning to cook
what grandma cooked in the old

country and they are gathering
more and more into groups that
keep the old ways alive.”

“The COCU leaders are people
of goodwill,” Marty continued.
“There is much potential in
these churches.

“But I'd much rather see a
heated up Presbyterian Church,
for instance, active in the world,
than to see a big church
merger,

“You always lose in a church
merger. People try to be safe,
and they lose the distinctive
qualities of the groups that
merge.

“When I go to church in Scot-
land, I want the minister to
preach as John Knox preached.
When I go to a Negro church
in Atlanta, I want to hear soul
music, not Plan D from some
religious Pentagon.

“If the Orthodox, for in-
stance, joined the COCU de-
nomination, we’d lose something
from the world.

“Half-heartedness is the main
offense in churches now.”

Replying to a request for com-
ment on COCU, Fr. Meyendorff
said:

“The young seem to fear big
mergers, super - churches and
super-organizations.

“Looking at COCU from out-~
side, I feel that it is not going
anywhere,

“My friends in it see a back-
lash both from the conserva-
tives who fear a watered down

M
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that elections in the American
sense are not a strong part of
the Vietnamese tradition.

“It is impossible to have
meaningful elections in South
Vietnam at this time,” said
Luce, who also opposed sending
U.S. observers, as was done in
1967. He said that would only
serve to “legitimize” a meaning-
less process, adding that “free
elections” are not possible since
candidates cannot speak out
honestly.

Shaplen held that American
observers might reduce “rig-
ging”’ in some areas.

Asserting that South Vietnam
has 100,0000 political prisoners,
Luce objected to the ratio of
U.S. aid for “security” in South
Vietnam as opposed to aid for
education.

He said that in 1971 U.S. aid
for security was six times that
for education. Quoting a state-
ment made by a South Viet-
namese official to Ambassador

Elsworth Bunker, Luce ques-
tioned whether the U.S. should
help Saigon “contain civil dis-
ruptions by veterans, students
and religious groups.’

The WCC writer also said
that while the ‘“tiger cages”
have been destroyed, U.S. funds
are being used to build new
“isolation cells” smaller than
the cages. When prisoners, he
said, refused to build their own
cells, an American construction
combine took over. The state de-
partment denied any “direct
American assistance” in build-
ing the “isolation cells.”

Church Must Promote Caribbean
Identity in West Indies

* Bishop Clive O. Abdulah of
Trinidad held a 10-day mission
in Toronto to make Canadian
Anglicans more aware of the ef-
forts of West Indians to seek a
Caribbean identity.

The 44-year-old prelate, the
first Trinidadian to be elected
Bishop of Trinidad and Tobago,
addressed hundreds of clergy
and laymen who support mission
projects in the West Indies. He
visited the dioceses of Niagara
and Toronto and travelled to
Montreal to address a diocesan
synod.

His concern, during his visit,

was that Canadians develop a
better understanding of the
emerging church in the West
Indies and what Bishop Abdulah
calls the “new Caribbean man.”
The church, instead of promot-
ing this self-identity, has acted
in a paternalistic and reaction-
ary manner, he said.
- “We are in the throes of
creating a West Indian society,”
he said in an interview. “Our
Six

self-awareness for the most
part has remained underde-
veloped and where such a self-
awareness has manifested itself,
the church in typical fashion
has wittingly or unwittingly
condemned or attempted to kill
it

Instead of music from West
Indian instruments, the present
English chant is still the order
of the day, he said. Bishop Ab-
dulah also said that Codrington
College, an Anglican theological
college in Barbados, has, with
few exceptions, adopted a policy
of frustrating the West Indian
community in its search for uni-
versity education.

“West Indians were made to
accept that the highest vocation
was to be expressed in a state-
ment ‘I want to be a humble par-
ish priest,”” he said. “We all
know that humility is one of the
great Christian virtues . . . but
the statement takes on an omin-
ous hue when seen in the context
of a white-run theological col-

lege in a white-dominated so-
ciety at the very time when
black people are expressing their
awareness in the political field.”

Bishop Abdulah said that
what escapes the casual ob-
server is that exposure to a uni-
versity education is an impor-
tant contributor to the develop-
ment of a satisfactory image of
oneself.

“The church for the most
part is either unaware, disinter-
ested, or positively opposed to
the revolution in society,” he
said. Bishop Abdulah said com-
binations of the three attitudes
show themselves at all levels of
the church’s work and organiza-
tion.

Some time after the “black
power” demonstrations in Trini-
dad, he said, one of the more
radical West Indian publications
stated that “when they (the
demonstrators) placed the ‘“free-
dom now’ placard in the white
useless hand of St. Peter’s
statue, they were telling the
church that it is high time its
members stopped being white
marble statues and really
started doing something to lib-
erate conscience in this hard-
boiled city.”

“These are strong words,”
Bishop Abdulah says, “but they
say something about the emerg-
ing church of the West Indies.”

The region must develop in-
digenous leadership, he says,
and adopt its own structure, or-
ganization and music, being
careful against taking on forms
alien to its situation. Indepen-
dence from outside interests
must be used to create a really
West Indian church with an
identity all its own.

The church must also go
through a radical transforma-
tion of its attitudes, he said.

“The people are expected to
relate to the institution and to
its clergy, not vice versa. This
is the wrong emphasis in creat-
ing the West Indian church,”
he said.

Taz Wrirness
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EDITORIAL

COCU Is Not Dead

By George W. Wickersham II
Rector, St. Luke’s, Hot Springs, Virginia

COCU is not dead. In spite of the Methodist bish-
op who insists that it is and is thereby vastly
relieved, the monster which threatens his dreams
still lives.

Tremble ye princes of the nine churches, the
dragon yet rumbles in his cave.

The fact is that COCU is only a dragon in the
minds of those satisfied with the body of Christ
as it is: dismembered.

The prospect of the members joining forces is
rather too overwhelming for some. But this is the
monster which COCU envisages. The question
before the house is whether the vision is fair or
foul.

Recently I attended a pow-wow involving two of
the fifteen men who wrote the basic draft of “A
Plan of Union”. Inevitably the opinion of the
aforementioned Methodist bishop came before
the group. “The Consultation is dead,” commented
one of these men, “exactly as Christ was dead on
the day after Good Friday.”

The Consultation has produced a plan — a
plan, not the plan — whereby the nine churches
in COCU might become one.

The nine churches have until June of 1972 to
study the plan and to make specific suggestions as
to how it should be rewritten. This is the sense in
which COCU is currently ‘“dead”.

But it is a lively death.

In the Episcopal Church, diocesan bishops have
appointed commissions to stimulate study of “A
Plan of Union” in their respective dioceses.

The consultation has asked that the various
jurisdictions in the nine churches do this sort of
thing. Further, it has asked that we do it to-
gether. Hence, in our diocese our men have been
urged to form study groups with the other COCU
churches in their several communities.

I have been amazed at the response. As of May
1971, half of the churches in this diocese are in-
volved in such proceedings. A lively death!

I have also been amazed at the results. Church
people of various stripes have discovered each
other. At last!

II Mav, 1971

No matter what happens to COCU, things will
never be the same in many localities. Churchmen
and churchwomen are going to be unwilling to go
back to the same old denominational mill. They
have found excitement in being with other Chris-
tians. They have seen the vision of a united wit-
ness in the communities. Already there is power
arising from their meetings.

Rome cannot go back to its pre-Vatican II frame
of mind. Geneva (Americana) is similarly affected
by COCU. A lively death indeed!

What happens from here on is anybody’s
guess. Patently, “A Plan of Union” is not the
ultimate plan. What will come out of the thou-
sands of studies going on across the land will be
fascinating to see.

The capacity of the consultation to accept the
recommendations of these studies, collate them
and alter the current plan accordingly, will be an-
other source of fascination.

Then will come the day of decision for each of
the nine churches. Drama!

Christendom is currently divided along his-
torical, theological, sociological and national lines.
However understandable these divisions may be,
we can hardly fail to see that they are neverthe-
less deplorable.

That even in a small community like my own
the churches should tend to follow economic, so-
cial and racial groupings is, I would say, an ob-
vious contradiction of the ideals of the gospel.
Can it be that by this we are known as his dis-
ciples?

Church unity schemes may come and church
unity schemes may go, but the ultimate sin is
still our apathy one toward another.

The “Plan of Union” as it now is, or the ‘“Plan
of Union” as it will be, may very well be far from
perfect, but woe to us if we take either of them
lightly. ‘

If COCU is already dead, we who accept this
are dead also.

Ed. Note: Dr. Wickersham is chairman of the commission
on COCU in the diocese of Southwestern Virginia.
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WILLIAM DAVIDSON, bishop

of Western Kansas and chair-
man of the national commit-
tee for non-metropolitan
areas, was the first of the
main speakers as leaders in
the rural work of the Episco-
pal Church assembled in Kan-
sas City May 10-13 for the
national town and country
church convocation. It was
held at the conference center
of Roanridge. The convocation
is concerned with church life
and work in rural areas and
small communities in the
broadest sense. A mnative of
Montana, Bishop Davidson is
a widely recognized expert on
questions of rural life. As a
priest he served congregations
in Montana and North Da-
kota, and from 1956 to 1962
was with the national head-
quarters of the church. He
has frequently led conferences
and training programs at
Roanridge. In 1966 he was
chosen to be bishop of what
was then the missionary dis-
trict of Western Kansas.
Under his leadership the dis-
trict attained the status of a
full diocese in 1970. TUnder
church law he was entitled to
remain as bishop of the area,
but he insisted that the di-
ocese should have the right to
elect its own bishop. After the
consideration of other candi-
dates, the convention elected
Davidson to continue as their
bishop by an overwhelming
majority. He spoke at the con-

Write us for

vocation on the place of small
congregations in the total
program of the church. The
second of the main speakers
was Dean George E. Ross. In
1966 he went to Idaho as
executive director of a newly
established ecumenical train-
ing council. He then was re-
sponsible for an extensive pro-
gram of lay theological educa-
tion, and also supervised the
training of priests who serve
as pastors of small congrega-
tions while continuing to sup-
port themselves by secular
professions. He is now dean
of St. Michael’s cathedral in
Boise. He spoke on the Idaho
system for training self-sup-
porting clergymen. The third
main speaker was H. Boone
Porter Jr., director of Roan-
ridge. He was a professor at
GTS in New York from 1960
to 1970, and has been par-
ticularly concerned with
methods for training clergy
and lay leaders for missionary
situations. He spoke on the
practical methods which may
be used by clergy and lay
groups in different part of the
country in implementing the
recommendations of the con-
vocation. Besides committee
meetings and the presenta-
tions of the main speakers,
the convocation included pe-
riods for general discussions,
for recreation, and for social
gatherings. There were serv-
ices of worship every morn-
ing and evening, and an
“ecological eucharist”, em-

MONEY for your TREASURY

OVER 2,000,000
SUNFLOWER DISH CLOTHS

ploying new Episcopal prayers
for conservation and environ-
mental responsibility.

J. BROOKE MOSLEY, new

president of Union Seminary
told the annual alumni asso-
ciation that the institution is
facing a “financial crisis.”
“And I don’t use that word
crisis lightly,” he continued,
reporting that the seminary
has run a deficit of “immense
proportions” over the past
several years. A 19-member
planning group is being ap-
pointed to lead the seminary
community in a study of its
goals and priorities. “We are
going to evaluate our work as
theological educators as if we
were starting afresh,” he
said. One question being dis-
cussed is the relative em-
phasis that should be placed
on advanced degree pro-
grams, particularly in view of
a decline in job openings for
oraduates with doctorates in
theology. Also at issue is how
far to go in acceding to in-
creasing demands, partic-
ularly from students, that the
seminary use its endowment
for social purposes — invest-
ment in minority-run busi-
nesses, bail for Black Pan-
thers, etc.—rather than seek-
ing to get the highest return

EVERYTHING for the CHURCH

(] Outdoor Bulletin Boards
| ] Memorial Plaques & Tablets
(] Lighting Fixtures [ ] Flags [] Bells
| [ ] Folding Chairs & Tables [_] Robes
[] Sterling & Brass Altar Ware 1 Altars
(] Stained Glass Windows [_] Bell Ringers

[7 Altar Fabric [J Bibles
] Clocks for Church Towers

Were sold lsst year by members of
Schools, Ladies’ Aids, Young People’s
etc. They ensble you to earn momey for
treasury, and make friends for your orgamise-
ton.

(] Chime & Organ Records
] Hymnals & Choir Music

Please check above items in which you
are interested and write for FREE Catalog.

WHITTEMORE ASSOCIATES, INC.

Dept. 711, Ecclesiologists of Boston
3 WEXFORD ST., NEEDHAM HTS., MASS. 02194
TEL. 617-449-1500

il

Organ Information

AUSTIN ORGANS, Inc.

SANGAMON MILLS, INC.
Hartford, Conn.

Established 1915 COHORS, N. Y. 12047
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possible, The alumni meeting
was one of a number of ac-
tivities of a two-day program
climaxed by the official in-
auguration of Bishop Mosley
as president, commencement
exercises for 188 graduating
students, and a communion
service. The first Episco-
palian to head the seminary
established by Presbyterians
in 1836, he received his
charge from Mrs. Horace
Havemeyer Jr., also an Epis-
copalian and the first woman
to serve as chairman of the
board. In his inaugural ad-
dress, Mosley returned to the
theme of financial crisis he
had discussed with the
alumni. “Theological educa-
tion faces imminent financial
disaster,” he declared. “If
economic conditions in the
future should paralled those
of the immediate past, as
seems likely, it will be possi-
ble to predict the date of the
demise of one theological
school after another — unless
there is a major transforma-
tion of current educational
methods, programming, and
funding.” But he went on to
say that the basic crisis “is
one of identity ... now
brought into clearer focus by
severe fiscal pressure.” “We
are not confident of our call-
ing,” he said. “We are begin-
ning to see that something
radical and unconditioned is
required of us, that we must
begin to think unthinkable
thoughts about the nature of
our task and how it can best
be done.” The wearing of
robes by the graduating stu-
dents was made optional, and
most chose not to wear them.
The money saved was to be
given to a black economic de-
velopment project in South-
west Georgia. An offering
taken at the service also went
to this project.

KYLE McGEE, assistant pastor

of St. Stephen and the Incar-
nation reports that some 6,000
meals were served to demon-

EDWARD CROWTHER,

strators who slept in church
pews, “rapped” in the base-
ment, Many of the thousands
of anti-war demonstrators
who gathered early in May
were fed and housed by Wash-
ington churches. He reported

that the decision by the
church board to feed and
house the youths was not

made easily, since they knew
they would be open to charges
that they gave tacit approval
to whatever the demonstra-
tors did. But the 29-year-old
minister said that they placed
no restrictions on the use of
the church. McGee added that
contributions of food and
money came from many
sources and that demonstra-
tors housed in the church do-
nated about $300 towards the
cost of meals. He said that
there was surprising lack of
bhard drug use, although he
admitted that the presence of
marijuanna was very likely.
A first-aid clinic at the church
“treated everything from poi-
soning to busted heads.”

for-
merly bishop of the diocese of
Kimberley South Africa and
Kuruman, told a U.N. panel
that he feels this will be the
last year it will be safe for all-
white South African sports
teams to go to Australia and
New Zealand. He made the
report on the basis of a recent
visit to the South Pacific
countries., One of his an-

nounced purposes was to test
sentiment on the annual visits
of South African sports
teams. Australia and New
Zealand are two of few lands
which continue to accept seg-
regated teams from South
Africa, which was Dbarred
from the 1968 summer Olym-
pics. Crowther, now an assis-
tant bishop in the diocese of
California, said he found ac-
tive opposition to apartheid in
Australia and New Zealand.
He also reported “powerful
vested interests” leveled
against anti-apartheid activi-
ties. He said that South
Africa is in a “state of ad-
vanced paranoia” over the
fear of being isolated, and
that white South Africans are
trying to “proselytize” its way
of life through sports. He saw
little hope that an economic
boycott would serve as an ef-
fective tool against apartheid,
which he called “legislated
violence.” He said those who
say the oppressed must be en-
couraged in non-violence
ignored “the appalling vi-
olence of the status quo.”

JOHN KERRY, who heads Viet-

nam veterans against the war,
said the U.S. must have the
courage to admit that it made
a mistake by going into Viet-
nam. He said it was “heinous”
to say that more men must
die in Vietnam so America
“won’t lose face.”

\\e\lﬂﬁmo}:ro

1908 Grand Ave. Nashville, Tenn. 37203

your family will find practical
help in understanding each
other and in the growth of
their relationships with God.

The famous author, Virginia

Law, shows how the family

can turn ordinary events of

daily life into worshipful ex-
periences. 72 pages, 5" x 7",
$1.50 per copy. Order from

The Upper Room




Copyright 2020. Archives of the Episcopal Church / DFMS. Permission required for reuse and publication.

Schools of the

Church

The
Patterson School
for Boys

IN HAPPY VALLEY

Fully accredited Church School on

1800 acre estate. Grades 7-12. Small

classes. Gymnasium, sports, swim-

ming, fishing. 60th year.

Summer camp with tutoring for boys

6 to 16 years. Periods 2, 4, or 6 weeks.
For School or Camp Patterson

catalogs, write:

THE REV. FLoyD WM. FINCH, JR.
Route b, Lenoir, N. C. 28645
COLLEGE PREPARATORY

CHARACTER BUILDING

Kemper Hall

An Episcopal-related, college-preparatory
school for lively and responsive young minds.

Grades 1-12, boarding and day
Student-faculty ratio 10 to 1
College Head-Start Plan
Art (all media), Dance
Creative Dramatics, Music
Riding, Hockey, Tennis

Beautiful wooded campus on Lake Michigon

101st Year. Raymond Gayle, Rector
Dept. W Kenosha, Wisconsin 53141

VALLEY FORGE
MILITARY ACADEMY
and JUNIOR COLLEGE

:'l Here, “at the Nation’s

Shrine,” education extends

beyond the academic to build
character, and develop leadership.
Grades 9 through 12 and Jr. College.
America’s most beautiful campus. 96
modern buildings. Highest scholastic
standards. Nationally accredited. In-
dividualized guidance and tutoring.
Social development. Extensive read-
ing and spelling clinics. All sports
including horsemanship and polo. Re-
nowned bands. Sr. Army ROTC.

Summer camps.
Oatalog. Box W, Wayne, Fa. 19087

Episcopal Church Related
Boarding Schools in the
Diocese of Minnesota

CoO-ORDINATED COLLEGE PREPARATORY

Boys — Grades 9-12

SHATTUCK SCHOOL

Founded 1858

Canon Robert L. Curry, D. D.
Headmaster
507/334-6466

Also Co-ed Summer School-Camp
Grades 5-12

Girls — Grades 9-12
SAINT MARY’S HALL

Founded 1866

Canon Lloyd R. Gesner, B.A., Dip. Ed.
Headmaster
507/834-4371

JUNIOR Boys — GRADRS 5-9
SAINT JAMES SCHOOL

Founded 1901

Canon Allen F. Bray I1I, S.T.M.
Headmaster
507/334-6491

For information write or oall
The Headmaster
Fuaribault, Minnesota 55031

THE CHURCH
FARM SCHOOL
GLEN LocH, PA.
A School fer Boys Dependent on Ons Parews
Grades 7th through 12¢h

College Preparatory and Vocatiomal Traim-
ing: Sports: Soccer, Basketball, Track, Temnds,
Worestling, Cross-Country.
Learn to study, wuk, on 1600 ecxe
ferm in historic Chester .

Religious Trainin

SAINT AGNES SCHOOL

Girls Episcopal Boarding (Gredes 7-12)
and Country Day School (Grades K-12)
Fully accredited college preparatory and gem-
eral courses. Music, Drama, Arts, all Sports.
Small classes. Individual attention and guid-
ance stressed. Established 1870. 49-acre

campus. Write for catalog.
HAMILTON H. BOOKHOUT, Headmaster
Samnr Acnzs SgmooL
Box W., Albany, N. Y. 12211

ST. MARGARET’S SCHOOL
COLLEGE PREPARATION FOR GIRLS
Fully accredited. Grades 8-12. Musis,
art, dramatics. Small classes. All
sports. On beautiful Rappahannock

River. Episcopal. Summer School.
Write for catalog.

Viola H. Woolfolk,
Box W. Tappahannock, Virginia

LENOX SCHOOL

A Church School in the Betkshire Hills for
boys 12-18 emphasizing Christian ideal end
character through simplicity of plant end
equipment, moderate tuition, the tive

self-help system and informal, persemal re-
lationships among boys and faculty.

Austin  MonTGoMERY, Jn., M.A., Headmaster
Lenox, Massachusetts 01240

Bethany
School

Episcopal Elementary and
Junior High Day and
Boarding School
Girls Grades 1-9
Boys (day only) grades 1-8
Kindergarten (day only)

For detailed information, write:
Principal
Bethany School

495 Albion Ave.,
Cincinnati, Ohio 45246

Boy Choir -
CHARLES W. SHREINER, JR.
Headmaster
Post Office: Box 8. Paoli, Pe. 19301

THE WOODHULL SCHOOLS
Nursery to College
HOLLIS, L. L

Sponsered by
ST. GABRIEL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
under the direction of the rectos,
THE REV. ROBERT Y. CONDIT

DeVeaux School

Nisgara Falls, New Yexk
Fouwnpme 1853

A Church School for boys in the Dioccess e
Western New York. Geades 9 through 132.
College tory. Smmell Classes. 50.&
Resident Feculty. Dormitories

130. Schoolhuﬂdin.,mpd,cymd-
and Swimming Pool; 9 interscholastic sports,
Music, Art.

Davio A. Kxnnxpy, M. A., Headmaster






