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Letters

Offers Butlerisms
In your November issue I read Mary
Miller's article, "Fifty years of peace-
making." As a marine who had enlisted
in 1940,1 knew many a leatherneck who
had served in Nicaragua and regaled us
with tales about Major General Smedley
D. Butler, whom you quoted in the
graphic which ran in that story.

Here are a few Butlerisms that may be
of interest to your readers. He was one
of the first Americans to denounce
Benito Mussolini. He had quite a sense
of loyalty. During the dark days of the
depression, when Douglas Macarthur
was chasing the "Bonus Army" out of
Washington at bayonet point, "Old Gim-
let Eye" Butler gave them sanctuary at
Washington Navy Yard. When FDR
took over, Macarthur was sent to the
Philippines. Gen. Butler was one of the
few officers who could be used to rally
around as a genuine war hero (two Con-
gressional medals). A secret cabal of
millionaires tried to bribe him in 1934 to
lead a military junta against President
Roosevelt. He remained loyal to his oath
to the Constitution. He took a leave of
absence from the Marine Corps and
cleaned up the Philadelphia Police De-
partment.

Then he retired, never realizing his
dream of being commandant of the Ma-
rine Corps. So he ran for Congress as a
representative from Bucks County, Pa.
and was beaten soundly, mostly by
church people. Why? He had a real
salty, profane and irreverent manner of
speaking. "Nice" people didn't like that.
At one point they limited him to five
hells and five damns in a 15-minute
broadcast. He used those words up in
five minutes and was taken off the air.

This is one reason, as a Social Action-
type Methodist, I well appreciate THE
WITNESS for its pricking of stuffed
shirts and getting people to think of the
oppressed of the world, in spite of the

brickbats and cancellations you get from
some disgruntled souls. So again I'm
taking advantage of your three subscrip-
tions for one Christmas offer, only I'm
doubling it to six.

Robert Keosian
Hawthorne, N J.

Scouts and militarism
I was struck with the article by Jim Le-
wis, "Winning youth away from war," in
November.

The article related how the annual
Jamboree of the Boy Scouts of America
was held at A. P. Hill military base in
Virginia. The army went to great lengths
to impress the boys with the charm and
romance of militarism.

As a former scout and former scout-
master of two troops I immediately
wrote a letter of protest to the national
scout headquarters. I pointed out that
scouting wasn't founded to be a para-
military outfit — that the spirit of scout-
ing is based on respect for nature, com-
passion for the needy, good citizenship
and international friendship.

I have a high regard for the scouting
movement and trust it will remain true to
the ideals upon which it was founded.

The Rev. Eldred Johnston
Columbus, Ohio

'Pro-choice' loses sub
I applaud you on your witness of human
rights. However, your pro-choice stand
on abortion rights would seem to me a
less than adequate response to a most ba-
sic right — the right to live. Because of
your stand on this issue, I must decline
to subscribe to THE WITNESS.

Dan Becker
Keswick, Va.

No longer silent
We appreciated your pro-choice articles
in the June WITNESS regarding the sub-

ject of abortion. Where is this kinder,
gentler nation of which President Bush
speaks? It is not in Philadelphia, where
so-called Christians harass clients who
attempt to enter Planned Parenthood and
other clinics.

To gain safe entry into the clinic,
clients must be escorted by volunteers.
We are active in defending the clinic
against these "religious" demonstrators
who are mostly men. We clinic defend-
ers are bordered on one side by rosary-
waving Roman Catholics and on the
other side by Protestant fundamentalists.
The scene resembles a Fellini movie —
bullhorns blaring, grossly graphic post-
ers, two-foot high crucifixes, priests and
pseudo-priests, kneeling, praying, evan-
gelizing, pushing, shoving, and refer-
ences to Hitler, "killing centers," Nazis,
and "American Holocaust."

Abortion is not the issue. The issue is
keeping women powerless by controlling
the very personal decisions about their
reproductive lives. The next thing on
their agenda is to outlaw contraception
and sex education.

In one breath, these people claim to be
concerned about saving lives; with the
next they support the use of tax dollars
to kill people in El Salvador. Or how
about their belief in the death penalty? It
is OK that babies are abused and killed
after they are born but "abortion is mur-
der!"

Much reference has been made to the
"silent majority" who support choice.
The majority can no longer remain si-
lent. The anti-choicers should be ex-
posed for the violent individuals they
are. Most of us believe the government
has no business interfering in our private
lives. We should live in a democracy
and not a theocracy.

We can no longer allow ourselves to
be intimidated; we must vote for pro-
choice issues and candidates. Pennsyl-
vania legislators recently passed the
Abortion Control Act of 1989. Restric-
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tions on abortion in this state will be as
damaging to the doctors as they are to
women's lives. The media has never
fully informed the public of the real in-
tent and severity of the penalties and re-
strictions in this law.

Those who don't believe in abortions
should not have one! But most impor-
tantly, the separation of church and state
must be upheld.

Jeanne Bland
Carole and Ivor Witt

Ambler, Pa.

Amnesty advocate, too
Thank you for the November issue and
the article about Bishop John Walker,
"Requiem for a common man, an un-
common bishop" which caught much of
the flavor of the Cathedral service and
also of the St. Margaret's wake. We are
all still suffering his loss.

One of the things I remember most
vividly about John was his concern for
the young men during the Vietnam war
who were making the difficult decision
to leave the country rather than serve in
that unjust and unnecessary destruction.
He worked with them, advising, listen-
ing, helping, just as he did so many
people with other acute problems. He
was also enormously helpful later when
we were trying to have amnesty declared
for those who had gone to Canada and
elsewhere.

THE WITNESS continues to be a
boon in bringing me good writing and
exciting perspectives.

Nancy Montgomery
Washington, D.C.

Integrity addendum
Your memorial tribute to the Rt. Rev.
John Walker was splendid and deeply
appreciated with one exception. Not
mentioned was Bishop Walker's inclu-
sion of lesbians and gay men in his uni-

verse of caring.
He consistently spoke and voted

against every reactionary homophobic
resolution and supported every effort to
recognize the wholeness of gay people,
to assure their full membership and par-
ticipation in the church, and to guarantee
their civil rights.

In 1976 he supported Integrity's first
call for a commission on human sexual-
ity and served on the commission. In
1979 he courageously signed the Dis-
senting Bishops Statement opposing
homophobic action taken by the General
Convention.

Bishop Walker's commitment to the
oppressed did not stop at the lavender
line whereas your failure to mention this,
however unintentional, buys into the
heterosexist ploy to keep lesbians and
gay men invisible, closeted and op-
pressed.

The finest tribute we could offer
Bishop Walker would be, in 1991, after
nine years of trying, to pass a civil rights
canon which forbids discrimination in
our church against marginalized persons
including those of gay and lesbian orien-
tation.

The Rev. Paul Woodrum, Treasurer
Integrity, Inc.

'Doing your job'
Congratulations on the self-righteous
"Please cancel my subscription immedi-
ately" letters that you are getting. If you
weren't, you would not be doing your
job. Remember Mark Twain: "Whenever
you find that you are on the side of the
majority, it's time to pause and reflect."

The Rev. Alexander Seabrook
Juliet, III.

Rattles his cage
Your magazine continues to be a major
source of inspiration to me in my minis-
try and life. Each and every month I find
within its pages something to rattle my

cage and to remind me of the saving
power of the Gospel in all our lives. In
effect, I read the Gospel for modern
times every time I read THE WITNESS.

Thanks for your 'witness' to me and to
the world.

The Rev. Jeffrey Paul
Ventura, Calif.

Ingle article poignant
Joseph B. Ingle's article on "Justice not
vengeance: Death row must go, " in the
November WITNESS was so very
poignant and agonizing about society's
inhumanity. I am sending copies to
friends who favor capital punishment;
now, if they will just read it. Love THE
WITNESS.

Pat Grimala
Portland, Ore.

Appreciates WITNESS
Of the many periodicals which come in
my mail, none is more appreciated than
THE WITNESS. The graphics alone are
worth the subscription price.

I have appreciated so many articles
over the past months, most recently the
two pieces by Ann Robb Smith (Septem-
ber and October) on Central America.
Having returned recently from 10 days
in Nicaragua, I heartily concur with her
assessment of the situation.

The most difficult question I was
asked while in Nicaragua was: "Why is
the United States trying to destroy Nica-
ragua?" It is as much a cry of pain as a
question. Nevertheless, it is a question
we need to be asking our leaders in gov-
ernment continually.

Thank you for publishing THE WIT-
NESS. I thought you might like to know
that appreciative United Methodists are
among your readers.

The Rev. Robert A. Moore
Providence, R.I.
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Editorial

Confronting 'lavish brutality'

JL residing Bishop Edmond L. Brown-
ing is to be commended for dispatching
four Episcopal bishops to El Salvador to
seek release of all detained church work-
ers shortly after the "invasion" of an
Episcopal church by the Salvadoran Na-
tional Guard.

The bishops — William Frey of Colo-
rado, David Reed of Kentucky, William
Swing of California, and James Ottley of
Panama — spent two hours with Presi-
dent Cristiani of El Salvador and met
with U.S. Ambassador William Walker.
They visited several Episcopal church
workers in jail, including the Rev. Luis
Serrano, rector of St. John the Evangelist
Church, San Salvador, where govern-
ment forces conducted a pre-dawn raid
Nov. 20. At that time they swept into
their net several foreign and indigenous
church workers who were laboring to
feed refugees in the compound. Josie
Beecher, an Episcopal missionary from
the Diocese of Olympia in Washington
state, was among them. She was beaten
and subjected to a harrrowing interroga-
tion at the headquarters of the Treasury
Police. (See story p. 17.) Beecher's dra-
matic account of a prior detention, along
with her 5-year-old adopted daughter,
appeared in THE WITNESS just a year
ago. Among those still under detention
at this writing is Juan Antonio Berti Qui-
nonez, co-director of CREDHO, the
church social service institution, as well
as a number of other humanitarian and
social service church workers. Quinonez
was reported to have been badly beaten.

The bishops' trip is part of a continu-
ing protest by the Episcopal Church and
other church bodies regarding the escala-

tion and harassment of church workers
by the Army since Nov. 16 when six Jes-
uit priests and two women were exe-
cuted "with lavish brutality — they took
out their brains," in the words of the
Rev. Jose Maria Tojeira, head of the Jes-
uit order in El Salvador. The crackdown
is proceeding across denominational
lines, and from the hierarchy to lay vol-
unteers.

An outspoken human rights champion,
Lutheran Bishop Ernesto Medardo
Gomez, underground since his last pub-
lic appearance at the funeral for the
Jesuits, was spirited away to exile by
plane recently.

Curiously, President George Bush, an
Episcopalian, has not been available to
meet with Browning, although it has
been reported in the religious press that
with the arrest of Luis Serrano and his
co-workers, "the Episcopalians were
being singled out because the Salva-
doran government believes it had a
strong case of subversion against them."
(National Catholic Reporter 12/8/89). It
would seem that the President would
want to be helpful in putting that myth to
rest.

El Salvador-watchers analyze the or-
chestrated persecution as an attempt to
render the churches ineffective as a pow-
erful mediating force. Some describe El
Salvador as a country with two armies
— regular and rebel — with no govern-
ment.

On Nov. 21, Bishop Browning issued
a memorandum to the bishops of the
Episcopal Church, in which he said:
"For more than a decade, and to the tune
of approximately $1 million a day, our

government has steadfastly supported
the government of El Salvador. There
comes a time when accountability must
be demanded . . . The civil conflict
which splits the nation of El Salvador
must be adjudicated and negotiated in
such a way that the need of the Salva-
doran people for economic and political
justice is not sacrificed to the supposed
national security needs of our nation.
The people have suffered enough!"

Over the past 10 years, 70,000 lives
have been lost in the war in El Salvador,
the church martyrs a small number of
that total. Browning has called for an
end to U.S. military aid to El Salvador.

The Presiding Bishop has also asked
bishops and all others of good will to:

— Telephone the White House and
the State Department, demanding that
the President and Administration take
action to secure the release of the Epis-
copal Church workers. The White House
phone number is 202-456-1414. The
State Department is 202-647-4910.

— Telephone the El Salvadoran Em-
bassy in Washington, D.C. with the
same demand — 202-265-3480.

— Write or telephone your congres-
sional delegation, demanding an imme-
diate re-assessment of U.S. military aid
to the El Salvador government.

— Pray for the people of El Salvador,
and all who suffer the terrors of war.

And we might add, contact Josic
Beecher about the possibility of address-
ing your congregation. She will be in
touch with the SHARE Foundation in
Washington, D.C. at 202-635-5540.

Could be the beginning of a formi-
dable list of New Year's Resolutions.
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The anguish of Haiti
by Joan Chittister

(Special to THE WITNESS; graphics by Helen David Brancato)

k J unday
When the plane left Miami for Port-au-
Prince I was tired, hot and apprehensive
at the thought of going to a country
whose history is a series of private ar-
mies at war with one another and at odds
with the people.

So why am I here? Bonhoeffer writes:
"There is a meaning in every journey
that is unknown to the traveler." I will
have to let Haiti itself teach me why I'm
here.

All the way down today I read and
reviewed material on the country's his-
tory, political situation, and poverty. But
in the United States, we hardly even
know where Haiti is, let alone what it is.
And worse, we don't care.

One thing I know for sure as the plane
begins its descent: From the air, Haiti is
beautiful — an island coast, rugged hills,
and blue, blue water. The question is:
What is its soul like?

Claudette Werleigh, director of
ITECA, a church-funded adult education
and development agency, and her hus-
band Georges picked us up at the airport.
The 12 of us in the Pax Christi delega-
tion plus our luggage were packed into a
Toyota van that clanged up one steep
and winding road after another. People
— all young — clogged the roads where

Joan Chittister, noted author and prioress of
Mount St. Benedict Monastery, Erie, Pa., went
to Haiti recently as part of a fact-finding delega-
tion sponsored by Pax Christi USA. Part of the
purpose of the trip was to produce a video en-
titled Haiti: Voices of Misery, Voices of Promise.
Chittister did the videotaping and kept a journal
of her experiences for simultaneous publication
in Pax Christiand THE WITNESS.

no sidewalks ran, and the car lurched
from one side to the other for miles. It
was a tight, wet, jarring ride through a
hot and humid night.

Foyer Solidarite, the place we are
staying, is deceiving. It's a huge, planta-
tion-style mansion at the top of a hill. At
first I was almost shocked to see the
marble and wrought iron and the open
veranda. But inside, everything was
large and bare. It's clean. There are art
posters proclaiming the scriptures of the
r.oor. There are wall frescoes in native
style. But there's nothing else. No lovely
furniture, no television, no hot water in
the shower; the cold water a trickle.
There were, however, beautiful flowers
in each sparse bedroom.

We settled in to eat a light supper of
soup and salad and then to study the
agenda. By 11 p.m. it was finally cool
enough to sleep.

Monday
It has been quite a morning. First we
went to the clinic run by the radical
priest Father Jean-Bertrand Aristide — if
by radical you mean someone committed
to the church of the beatitudes. He has
denounced the government and chal-
lenged the bishops to speak for the poor.
As a result, he has enemies in multiple
places. But not among the poor. When
church officials removed him from his
parish, St. Jean Bosco, the poor
converged en masse on the cathedral un-
til Aristide was reinstated.

To neutralize his power they have
taken away his parish and permit him to
function only as a convent chaplain. Af-
ter all, with no pulpit to preach from,

what threat is he with the crowds?
Well, Jesus didn't have a synagogue to

operate from either. Aristide is a figure
to be reckoned with.

His clinic is a huge old house and
courtyard on a side street of a lower-
middle class section of Port-au-Prince.
Over 2,000 people have come to the
clinic for medical help. In addition, he
has a work program for street children,
boys who have no money, no job, no
education. He also teaches them to read.
Some sleep there on old bare mattresses
on a wet concrete floor when there is
nowhere else to go.

Aristide is clearly revolutionary, a
prophet, a scourge of the system. There
have been several attempts on his life
and, as we sat on the veranda overlook-
ing the playground and listened to him,
it was clear why.

Aristide says that U.S. interests are
Vatican interests, so whatever smacks of
anti-Americanism — like attacking the
assembly industry set up in Haiti by U.S.
corporations — is branded as political or
left-wing or even communist. When
Aristide talks about the "expatriation of
American profits" and the "new slavery
of economic dependence," he becomes a
threat to church and state. The church,
after all, has privileges here that are not
to be bartered for the people.

He's a very small, very intense man. I
had no doubt that I was in the presence
of a holy man who will probably die for
Medellin and Puebla and Vatican II and
the preferential option for the poor.

As we drove away from his damp,
dark dormitory, the tiny classroom and
the sparse pharmacy, I saw Aristide's

THE WITNESS
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name painted on villa walls all over the
hills.

Port-au-Prince is a tragic place. It is
paradise on one hand and hell on the
other. It sits overlooking the beautiful
Caribbean on rolling green hills under
the world's bluest sky. And it is a cess-
pool.

The poor are everywhere; the streets
are gullies and the buildings are in vari-
ous stages of collapse. Our four-wheel
drive vehicle rocked from side to side as
we maneuvered around pits on the main
streets of town that were so deep they
still held rain water from two days ago.

In the middle of all this sits the U.S.
AID (Agency for International Develop-
ment) building, which Haitians call,
tongue in cheek, the "National Ministry
of Finance." There is also a gleaming
consulate surrounded by barbwire and a
high-walled, perfectly manicured em-
bassy. A sign under the window of the
Marine receptionist's office says "Amer-
ica's Warriors."

The conversation with embassy staf-
fers was, for want of a better word, sad.
They didn't know anything about the
CBI (Caribbean Basin Initiative). That's
an economic doctrine and they're politi-
cal attaches, they said.

Under the CBI, American businesses
pay little or no taxes, provide wages of
S3 a day and give no benefits. It is the
new slavery, a Haitian told us, and this
time the "massa" doesn't even supply
house, land or protection. The people are
free only to starve.

The embassy representatives don't
speak Creole. They're short-term staffers
trying to give continuity to a foreign pol-
icy that changes every four to eight
years.

They are trying very hard, I'm con-
vinced, but they're company men who
see U.S. policy with a great deal more
clarity than they see the Haitian people
and our role in Haiti's present situation.

It was a somewhat tense but basically
civil conversation. They defended

January 1990

American policy; we insisted that they
make recommendations for change.

"Broaden your sources," we said.
"Speak the language. Take an interest in
Haiti instead of treating it as a necessary
stopover on the road to a diplomatic pro-
motion." .

"America's Warriors" was still at the
reception window when we left almost
two hours later.

After lunch we went to St. Martin and"
Cite Soleil, the slum sections of Port-au-
Prince.

Cardboard shacks lined mud paths
barely more than a car-width wide. Chil-
dren, literally thousands of them, played
in the mud and dirt. The kitchens were
burners at the front of the huts, the beds
were old mattresses or pieces of card-
board. The roofs were corrugated metal
and there were miles and miles of them.
Women washed clothes in basins full of
rainwater and dumped the suds into open
ditches. Starving dogs moved slowly
among the children. Men hacked sugar
cane and dragged heavy loads on
wooden flatbed wagons attached to their
backs like yokes.

It was human degradation in slow mo-
tion. Post-puberty girls squatted against
walls to urinate. Small boys had no
clothes at all. Women my age had
small children crawling all over them
or huddled lifeless in the corners of
cast-off packing boxes that had deliv-
ered the refrigerators of the rich.

The driver of the Land
Rover that took us
through the area was
obviously nervous. I
was too thunder-
struck to be
afraid, too numb
to worry about
myself. I put the
video camera
on my lap,
torn between
two values
— take film

home that would arouse U.S. con-
sciences or sit quietly and respectfully in
the presence of death. After all, what
kind of person takes a picture of a
corpse?

Here, surely, was living death without
benefit of all the niceties. In funeral
homes perhaps death can be ignored, but
here? No, here it must be confronted.

On the docks of Cite Soleil the van
broke down. We'd gotten out to take
some footage of the boats and the laying
of nets, but when we went to start the
car, it was dead. Crowds gathered
quickly, all young men and boys, push-
ing and asking for money, candy, pens,
eyeglasses. Anything at all.

And so, this crowd of nuns and peace
people began to give them things. David
gave them magic tricks. Helen David
gave them sketches of themselves, the
kind you pay $25 or $50 each for on
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Jackson Square in New Orleans. Ber-
nadette gave them lessons in the alpha-
bet and I took pictures of them with a
video camera. They loved it. The crowd
got bigger and bigger.

In the evening we met with Haitian
economists, church leaders and human
rights activists to try to make sense of
what we'd seen. Every lecture was brief
but to the point:

The United States will support corrup-
tion in Haiti as long as Haiti remains a
security item for the U.S. Given the fact
that Haiti and Cuba share the sea lane
that links the coast of Latin America to
the U.S. eastern seaboard, that policy
will continue to make certain Cuba does
not attempt to close that passage.

Free elections and a civilian govern-
ment endanger American influence and
control of the passage, since civilians
cannot be controlled like the military.

The papal nuncio and the church in
Rome want privilege and a nice, peace-
ful celebration of the 5OOth anniversary
of the discovery of the New World.
Since Haiti, where Columbus first
landed, is key to that celebration, the
church wants to erase all vestiges of lib-
eration theology to assure a docile show
of unity when the spotlights turn this
way. "Normalization" is what they call
it. What it means is that in the last two
years all church programs that chal-
lenged social structures — literacy cam-
paigns, peasant organizing, land reform
— have been dismantled.

In fact, our hostess Claudette
Werleigh just got word that the staff of
the literacy program she founded has
been dismissed for "radicalism." She is
being given three months "to reflect on
her situation," which seems to me a eu-
phemism for "get in line, quit giving
light to those in the darkness by teaching
them to read and quit this foolishness
called the Gospel."

"What can we do?" we asked the
Haitians.

"Tell the American people what they

are doing to us," they said.
As I write these memories and reflec-

tions Haitian radio has been playing the
song "Freedom" in the background.
Over 80% of Haitians are illiterate. Ra-
dio is very important in this culture, and
through this medium Haitians are being
schooled for freedom while I ride around
their island reminding them of their cap-
tivity. I wondered what kind of match it
would take to light this tinderbox.

I feel like I've been here for weeks.

Tuesday
We were supposed to leave for Papaye
on the Central Plateau at 9 a.m., but
changing a battery in Port-au-Prince is
not the same as buying a new battery in
Erie, Pa.

It's now 10:30 a.m. and we're still
waiting, but we have to get to Papaye
before dark or the danger from roving
bands or the Tonton Macoute is serious.
I'm not sure they will be looking for us,
but they may well be hunting down our
activist guides.

Wednesday
We have just ended one of the all-time
worst/all-time best days of my life.
Dante has never been where I have just
been or there would have been another
level added to his description of hell: the
non-human, the never human, the piti-
fully human.

St. Martin and Cite Soleil were a frus-
tration to me, but Hinche, the bush and
the Central Plateau were a shock in the
medical sense of the word — all my sys-
tems went into low just to survive.

In the first place, Hinche is 75 miles
from Port-au-Prince. It took over six
hours on Tuesday to get there and seven
and a half today to get back. Every mile
out of Port-au-Prince gets worse. Pot-
holes turn to gulleys, gulleys turn to
stones, and stones turn to flowing mud
on the edge of a cliff. Houses turn to
huts, huts turn to shacks and shacks turn
to lean-tos. The trip up the mountain was

a progressive, inexorable excursion into
dehumanization.

We were stopped at five military
checkpoints along the road. Clearly the
peasants' movement is a great concern.

We were to have been in Hinche by 1
p.m. yesterday. It was almost 6 p.m.
when we got there. It was the rainy sea-
son, and most of the peasants who had
waited for us all afternoon had already
left to begin the two-to-four hour walk
home before the rains turned the moun-
tain to mud and darkness doubled the
danger.

The eight or nine who remained were
intent on getting their story told. MPP,
the peasant movement of Papaye, had
started as part of 77 Legliz, a basic Chris-
tian community of the Haitian church.
But the church has distanced itself from
the more assertive reform movements
since July 1987, when hundreds of peas-
ants involved in organizing land reform
actions were massacred in Jean-Rabel.
MPP had also criticized Catholic Relief
Services for its ties with AID whose
policies they say are destructive to peas-
ant agriculture.

The movement, they told us, started
with two groups. There are now over
5,000 groups with 75,000 members.

The peasant leaders' faces were black,
strong, soft and beautiful. They had been
jailed, tortured and terrorized, they said,
but they would not stop. They would
rather lose their lives.

"If the government gave me 2,000
gourdes I would not quit the move-
ment," one man said. "The money will
disappear, but the movement gives me
life. They can kill me but 10 more will
rise to take my place."

They talked about how the movement
had taught them to organize, given them
a credit union, begun reforestation pro-
grams, and brought them support.

"Before," they said, "people didn't get
married because they couldn't afford the
wedding reception. They lost everything
they had trying to pay for the funerals of
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Haiti: Among poorest of the poor
Strategically placed only 800 miles
from Florida, Haiti has long been a
pawn in the U.S. power play in the
Caribbean. The 60-mile stretch of
water between Haiti and Cuba known
as the Windward Passage is an im-
portant U.S. strategic interest. Over
50% of all shipments from Latin
America and the Panama Canal,
commercial and military, travel
through the Windward Passage to
the U.S. east coast.

Haiti is the poorest country in the
Western Hemisphere and one of the
25 poorest in the world. A former
slave colony, Haiti won freedom from
French rule in 1804. However, the
world's first independent black repub-
lic was soon forced into economic
dependence on its former rulers. The
United States occupied Haiti from
1915 to 1934, allegedly because the
instability of Haiti's government
"posed a threat" to U.S. security con-
cerns in the region. During the U.S.
occupation, Haiti was opened up to
foreign investment, revoking a cen-
tury-old ban on foreign ownership of
land and property.

Traditionally, Haitian society has
been divided along colonial lines.
The elite were light-skinned mulattos
who controlled business and govern-
ment, and blacks made up the pow-
erless urban and rural poor and the
middle class. The United States con-
sistently backed the mulatto power
elite, creating a resentment that led
to the 1957 election of Francoise
"Papa Doc" Duvalier, who skillfully
exploited race and class differences.
Duvalier instituted a brutally repres-
sive regime, where opponents were

silenced by murder.or exile. He con-
trolled the army and maintained
power by creating a private presiden-
tial militia, the Volontaires de la Secu-
rite Nationale — better known as the
Tonton Macoutes. The Tonton Ma-
coutes acted as Duvalier's secret po-
lice and during his 14-year rule more
than 50,000 Haitians are estimated to
have been killed through state-spon-
sored terrorism.

When Duvalier died in 1971, he
was succeeded by his 19-year-old
son, Jean-Claude or "Baby Doc." Un-
der his rule the percentage of the
population living in extreme poverty
rose from 48% in 1976 to 81% in
1985. Jean-Claude is thought to have
appropriated and sent abroad almost
$600 million in state assets during his
regime. He was overthrown by a
popular revolution in 1986, his corrupt
regime having lost the support of the
United States and the Haitian military.

General Henri Namphy took power
after Jean-Claude fled to France.
Namphy promised to hold free elec-
tions, but on election day, Nov. 29,
1987, those waiting to vote were ter-
rorized and killed by roving bands of
Tonton Macoutes. Elections were
called off after three hours. In 1988, a
coup led by General Prosper Avril
toppled Namphy. Avril, who was a
trusted advisor under Baby Doc, re-
mains in power today.

Haiti has a population of 6 million;
4,620,00 of the people live in rural ar-
eas. Half of 1% of the population
owns 46% of the national income.
Some 90% of the population earns
less than $150 annually. Only 3 in
100 Haitian children finish primary

school in rural areas and almost 80%
of the population is illiterate. There is
only one doctor or nurse for every
30,000 rural inhabitants. Life expec-
tancy is 54 years. Infant mortality is
the highest in the hemisphere — 135
per 1,000 live births compared to 13
in the United States. One Haitian
child dies every five minutes from
malnutrition, dehydration and diar-
rhea; 27% die before they reach the
age of five.

Roman Catholicism is the state re-
ligion of Haiti, though it maintains a
uneasy coexistence with voodoo. It
is sometimes said that Haitians are
80% Catholic and 100% voodooist.
Voodoo is an amalgam of West Afri-
can religions brought over by slaves
in the 18th century, combined with
many of the symbols and ceremo-
nies of the Catholic Church.

About 20% of Haitians are Protes-
tant. After the U.S. Civil War, newly
freed black Americans brought their
Protestant faiths to Haiti. The Epis-
copal Church was an independent,
native church from 1861 to 1911.
Discussion is currently underway to
create a new autonomous church
province comprised of Haiti, the Do-
minican Republic, Puerto Rico and
Cuba.

, A _o
\ _ jMiami
JV*' Q \ Bahamas

a

Haiti
Jamaica

January 1990

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 2

02
0.

 A
rc

hi
ve

s 
of

 th
e 

E
pi

sc
op

al
 C

hu
rc

h 
/ D

FM
S

.  
P

er
m

is
si

on
 re

qu
ire

d 
fo

r r
eu

se
 a

nd
 p

ub
lic

at
io

n.



their children. But now we all help one
another."

There was only one woman in the
group. One of the wives, I thought, or a
worker perhaps. Then, as the night got
darker and the small, bare, yellowish
bulb above our heads lost its strength,
she began to speak, and she wasn't shy.

"The movement started with three
women's groups and now there are 700,
14% of the MPP groups. The movement
is good for women, too," she announced.
"Men use women like brooms. When
they're worn out, they just throw them
away."

I winced at the image. I had seen the
dry, old palm frond brooms standing
beaten in corners. And I had seen the old
women standing dull and sullen on the
mountain roads, all used up too and
thrown away.

"We want equality and dignity. We
want the beatings to stop," she said. "We
want men to stop leaving the women and
children at home without food while
they go out and spend the money."

Her voice got firmer. "Women's rights
will benefit the whole family, but when
the women made claims, the bishops re-
pressed them. Some women were also
jailed. But the movement is bearing
fruit: Women are speaking out and I
have seen them interpret the Gospel at
Mass."

This universal voice of women is one
great common cry of pain, I realized. I
looked at her and smiled. She smiled
back. But inside I was crying and so, I
think, was she.

The building where we were meeting
was a public school that had been open
for a year and then abandoned as the
state has abandoned all social programs
in Haiti. The grass around the buildings
was eight feet tall. The outhouse was
overgrown and full of animal droppings.
The residence halls — six dormitories
around a center courtyard thick with
high grass and brambles — were stand-
ing wide open, doors akimbo and locks

broken. There were sinks and toilets and
showers, but none of them worked. A
huge tarantula was in the dorm doorway;
a smaller one was in the cupboard.

These were the worst living conditions
I had ever been in, and they had been
prepared especially for us with pride.

We strung our mosquito netting to-
gether, sharing bug sprays, laughing to
keep spirits up. I found myself thinking
of all those military checkpoints where
they insisted on knowing where we
would sleep that night, and thinking of
Jean Donovan, Ita Ford, Maura Clark
and Dorothy Kazel. It is astounding how
average people like us can manage to get
into situations like this. It is even more
astounding that Haitian peasants cannot
get out of them.

Morning couldn't come early enough.
I lay and waited for dawn, hungry, dehy-
drated and apprehensive.

At breakfast, women in the kitchen
were washing dirty plastic dishes in pans
of dirty water. Eggs were cooking in
dirty pans over charcoal burning in a
washtub. Coffee was being strained
through cloth. I realized I didn't have an
appetite after all.

Before we returned to Port-au-Prince,
we met with the Roman Catholic Bishop
of Papaye, who clearly recognizes the
plight of peasants and of the nation. But
he said the greatest problem confronting
the church in Haiti is "the criticism of
the bishops' conference" and that the
role of the bishop is "to be neutral be-
cause in the same church are people who
are both very far right and very far left."

"How," I asked, "does the church in
Haiti reconcile the two dimensions of
the church, the institutional and the pref-
erential option for the poor?"

With masterful church-ese, he man-
aged to talk for over an hour and avoid
answering the question. They say he's a
good man, on the side of the peasants,
but intent on making sure "the church
does not take over the role of the state."

There are two very distinct churches
in Haiti: the institutional church and
"legliz populaire." It will take great
saints to walk the tightrope between the
two. But if someone doesn't, one or the
other will surely be lost.

Outside the bishop's house, in the mud
ruts, starving dogs moved among starv-
ing children to snatch pieces of meat at
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the town butchering block. Crowds
circled the car with their hands open and
their eyes sad while I turned away. The
whole city squatted in the dirt like a
huge junkyard, selling things we would
not give away to the Salvation Army.

The bone-jarring trip down the moun-
tain was even harder than going up had
been. It was market day and burdened
beasts and people were walking for
miles.

The rains came early and slicked the
shale roads. At the foot of each hill, wa-
ter ran over the road up to the tailpipe of
the van. Whole families gathered to
wash their clothes and bathe their chil-
dren at the waterfall where the road was
supposed to be.

There are six months of rain and six
months of dry weather in Haiti. During
the rainy season, the roads are covered
every day, and walking the mountain is
both dangerous and impossible. During
the dry season there is no water in the
area at all. The peasant really never
wins. Flat land in the valleys and plains
belongs to the rich. The eroded mountain
sides belong to the poor, who walk their
crops down the steep slopes in the rain
and up in the heat.

When we got a flat tire, a kind of
poetic justice aimed at people in big cars
who drive up and down mountains scat-
tering donkeys, women and children, we
stepped out of the van into mud over our
shoes. Mountain mud, I discovered, is
one of the great levelers of life.

People came out of their one-room
shacks to stare, to pose for pictures, or
ask for money. It was hard to tell who
was the sideshow: the peasants and their
nothingness or ourselves and our ob-
scene affluence. Surely, somewhere
there is a middle point. The ideal is not
that no one should be rich, but no living
being should be this poor.

It was dark when we got back to Foyer
Solidarite, dirty, muddy and running
with sweat. When I opened the jalousie
window in our tiny room that night, I

was thinking only of the people who
were still and forever at the top of those
mountains.

It occurred to me that if the United
States had the same 80% illiteracy rate
as Haiti, not one person in 40 of our 50
states would be able to write and read
their own name. Now who do you think
would have the money, the cars and the
power?

Thursday
We criss-crossed Port-au-Prince all day
long, meeting with officials of Caritas,
the social service arm of the Catholic
Church, plus officials from the Office of
Peace and Justice, organizers of the
fledgling Pax Christi group, and repre-
sentatives from Catholic Relief Services.

We also met with past and present op-
erators of Radio Soleil, the Catholic ra-
dio station that led the opposition to the
Duvalier government, and was closed
down twice. Now Radio Soleil is in tur-
moil. The bishop-directors have fired 25
people for "breaches of discipline" and
those 25 intend to set up a rival commu-
nications system. It is just one more in-
stance of a divided church in a country
where the church and the military are the
only two stable institutions.

Our Haitian guide was fond of repeat-
ing the axiom, "We see from where we
stand." The wealthy property owners and
the papal nuncio all live on a mountain
high above the squalor and the struggle
of the city below. What can these good
people really see?

On our last afternoon, I drove around

the city taking some final footage. Cami-
ons, huge open trucks in which people
stood for the grueling trip to the moun-
tains, lumbered one after another out of
the city.

Men strained to pull wheelbarrows
once dragged by mules or teams of oxen
until the government outlawed pack ani-
mals on city streets. It is said that men
who earn their living hauling other
people's goods up the hilly terrain die
within five years.

In a small hospice directed by an
American priest and former associate di-
rector of Pax Christi USA, infant or-
phans, chronically-ill children and a 10-
year-old feral girl found in the moun-
tains subsisting on garbage are all wait-
ing to die. And no one cares. The state
doesn't provide a cent for the hospice.
The church says its purpose is to lay out
principles, not get involved with pro-
grams. Tourists on cruise liners eat their
way across the Caribbean and never ever
notice this little starving place, except
perhaps to blame the victims for being
lazy, ignorant and inept.

Friday
On the way to the airport this morning
children in droves rushed the car to sell
trinkets, wash windows or wipe down
the car for a penny or a bite of food. And
the tap-taps, brightly painted flatbed
trucks with slatted sides and blinking
lights that haul people like cattle in lieu
of public transportation, drove by sport-
ing their names: Confiance en Dieu —
Confidence in God; Merci Jesus —
Thank you, Jesus; Esprit — Hope; and,
Golgotha.

White tourists, as few as there were,
left Haiti carrying straw baskets, wearing
straw hats, brandishing brightly-colored
paintings from a drab, dark world. As we
circled Miami, each of us descended
from immigrant backgrounds of poverty
and oppression, I knew with an awful
awareness that the Statue of Liberty had
turned out her light. oa
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La Tortue: Haven for the super-rich?
he island of La Tortue, six miles off

Haiti's north coast, was once the home
base of pirates who plundered 17th cen-
tury European sailing ships laden with
treasure from the Caribbean and South
America. At night, the story goes, the
mountainous 85-square-mile island
would twinkle with hundreds of boucans
— or campfires — of its marauding in-
habitants. From this practice came their
name, buccaneers.

More recently, the island has fallen
prey to modern-day pirates of a different
sort. They wear pin-striped suits and cus-
tom-made cowboy boots. They are
multimillionaires who dream of buying
La Tortue wholesale from the Haitian
government and setting up a sovereign
"tropical paradise" where Haitians
would only visit with a passport or a
work permit to provide cheap labor.

Such is the proposal of Lund Interna-
tional, Inc., an Orlando, Fla.-based con-
cern, which has petitioned three Haitian
governments in the past three years since
the fall of Jean-Claude Duvalier to lease
Haitian territory for $250 million for 198
years — about $1.26 million a year. The
proposal was first made for La Tortue in
late 1986; at one point, the Namphy gov-
ernment proposed instead the He de Go-
nave in Port-au-Prince bay; afterwards.,
negotiations returned to La Tortue.

Lund International intends to invest
between $14 and $20 billion, building
over 20,000 high-priced condominium
homes, luxury hotels, eight 18-hole golf
courses, tidal power facilities, pharma-
ceutical plants, oil refineries, hospitals,
schools, roads, and an international air-
port, among other things. Lund would
also lease 20,000 acres along Haiti's
northern coastline for a duty-free indus-
trial park. Both the island and the terri-
tory on the Haitian mainland would be

ceded to the newly formed "Republic of
La Tortue," which would have its own
laws, citizens, and flag.

The story, which broke over Port-au-
Prince's Catholic station Radio Soleil in
May of last year, aroused patriotic out-
rage, particularly when the weekly
newspaper Haiti Progres published an
interview with Norman Lund, the firm's
president. "There are several reasons
why we must have control of the island,
such as autonomy, sovereignty, or how-
ever you want to call it. It all adds up to
the same thing. We couldn't get a dime
if we didn't," Lund said. "Our money
people will not touch it unless we have
full autonomy."

And who are Lund's "money people?"
"There are people all over this world,

very wealthy people, very honorable
people, very good people, who are look-
ing for a place where they can be safe
and have a home for the kids," Lund
said. "There's been an awful lot of plan-
ning put into this. We have contacts with
people in Japan, Hong Kong, and Europe
who are ready, willing and able to move
once we can provide a place for them to
come.

"Most of us are former military
people," Lund added. "One is the former
president of a major university in the
United States. One investor is the former
chairman of the board of a division of
the Federal Reserve under the Reagan
Administration, a prominent government
official. Another is the former governor
of a state in the United States. One is
also a Ph.D. nuclear physicist. As I say,
most of these are very prominent
people."

Lund makes it clear that Haitians,
even those now living on the island, "are
not citizens of this country. They would
be there with work permits."

And no ordinary permits, at that.
"We anticipate using a card, pretty

much like a credit card, as an ID card.
And in there, there is a complete set of
computer chips. We'll have all their his-
tory, their medical records and every-
thing, right in that computer chip."

Lund went on to detail how he and his
associates intend to create "a showcase,
the first marriage between government,
management — which is the corporation
— and labor." It would be a country
where "there will be no taxes, no import
duties, and no export duties." But with
no taxes, how can you build schools,
roads, and the like? "The corporation is
the government in effect, so any corpo-
rate profit reels off to government. The
corporation spends all of 10% or more of
its profits for the operations of the gov-
ernment for the island. The corporation
is wearing more than two hats."

When asked how the interests of Hai-
tian workers would be represented in this
"marriage," Lund gave an example in
which management might set up "a
separate corporation owned by the mas-
ter corporation," and the workers would
be "profit-sharing in that corporation.
The harder they work, the more they
make. So they would share in the profit
of that individual corporation, and the
profits, after that, will go to the master
corporation." In other words, the "master
corporation" owns the pie, but charitably
offers workers the proverbial crumb to
"motivate" them and give them the illu-
sion of "worker control." If in fact any
workers were to object to the terms of
this "marriage" and make demands,
there would be a simple solution, ac-
cording to Lund. "Those that don't work
and don't want to work and cause
trouble, we'll pull their permits and send
them home."
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In short, what Lund describes is the
ultimate profit-making fantasy: a sort of
Caribbean "metropolis" with abundant
cheap labor, no unions, and above all, no
environmental, labor or tax regulations.
He envisions ultimate "free private en-
terprise" unencumbered by government
since "the corporation is the govern-
ment." Labor would all be "foreign" and
hence deportable if uncooperative.

Ironically, this is not the first time La
Tortue has been targeted for such a proj-
ect. No sooner had Haiti Progres pub-
lished the Lund interview than the paper
was contacted by a Texas businessman
named Don Pierson who claimed that
Lund's plans for La Tortue were impos-
sible since his company, Dupont Carib-
bean, Inc. already held a 99-year lease to
the island.

"We are going to develop almost the
entire island," Pierson said in an inter-
view published in Haiti Progres. "We
had over $400 million in investment
commitments (from U.S. corporations).
The eastern part of the island was going
to be the industrial tip. The tourist area
was going to be toward the western side,

fc* w**ft)Jjy Kith a*, p m •
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and the central portion we were going to
try to keep much as it is today; the na-
tive huts, the native style, the native way
of life as much as possible."

Pierson signed the contract for La Tor-
tue with Francois Duyalier's government
on Dec. 4, 1970. About four months
later, Papa Doc died. Under Jean-Claude
Duvalier's regime, Pierson said, Dupont
Caribbean continued its project, survey-
ing the island, drilling wells, and build-
ing an airstrip. Heavy machinery and
several pre-fab buildings were flown in.
But in March 1973, the project was tor-
pedoed, Pierson contends, by an un-
named minister to whom Dupont Carib-
bean refused to pay a $50,000 bribe. All
the equipment was seized and the con-
tract was annulled. Nonetheless, the U.S.
State Department has ruled that the Hai-
tian government breached the agree-
ment, according to Pierson. Therefore
"we actually still have a legal claim to
La Tortue. Any company that might sign
another contract for La Tortue, we could
effectively block them from interna-
tional financing of the project."

Meanwhile, some observers wondered
if more than corporate greed might be
behind this growing interest in La Tortue
and the surrounding area. For years, re-
ports have divulged U.S. interest in set-
ting up a military base in Haiti's north-
west. This region commands the eastern
flank of the Windward Passage, the stra-
tegic deep-water channel between Cuba
and Haiti, through which shipping to the
U.S. eastern seaboard from the Panama
Canal and oil-rich Venezuela must pass.
The search for a new base site is becom-
ing more urgent with the lease on the
U.S. base at Guantanamo, Cuba (as well
as those in the Panama Canal Zone) run-
ning out within the next decade.

Often cited as the ideal location is the
natural deep-water harbor at Mole St.
Nicolas, the location of Columbus' first
landing on Hispaniola (the entire island
and off-islands of Haiti and the Domini-
can Republic). U.S. military personnel

have repeatedly been seen surveying the
harbor area over the past 20 years, ac-
cording to numerous reports in the Hai-
tian and international press. The Mole is
only 30 miles from La Tortue and could
even be included in the ceding of main-
land territory proposed by Lund Interna-
tional. Or La Tortue could be viewed as
an alternate site itself, if Mole St. Nico-
las is unobtainable.

The outcry raised by the popular sec-
tor against the sale of La Tortue can only
give State Department strategists pause
to reflect whether they have underesti-
mated Haitian patriotism. Haitian Infor-
mation Minister Leonce Thelusma felt
compelled to issue two communiques
denying that he had any knowledge of
Lund International or the sale of La Tor-
tue.

But Lund maintained, "I was down in
Haiti about three months ago and met
with most of the officials when I was
there — Foreign Affairs, Agriculture,
Security — I may not have met with
Thelusma. I was there for one day and I
met with, I think, four or five of the min-
isters. We've forwarded this through
channels for the president and the total
cabinet, of course." (Haiti Progres, June
1989)

Whether four of five ministers or the
entire government know of the Lund
proposals is not the question. What does
become clear is that corrupt government
officials and the Haitian ruling class in
general have been all too ready in past
years to sell out Haiti for small change
and personal profit. A growing popular
movement and national consciousness is
making such maneuvers harder for both
the United States and its agents.
(A longer version of this article ap-
peared in the October 1989 Resist
Newsletter. It was excerpted from a
story in Haiti Report, published monthly
by the Committee Against Repression in
Haiti, 1398 Flatbush Ave., New York, NY
11210. Used with permission of Resist
and Haiti Report.) Wl

January 1990 13

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 2

02
0.

 A
rc

hi
ve

s 
of

 th
e 

E
pi

sc
op

al
 C

hu
rc

h 
/ D

FM
S

.  
P

er
m

is
si

on
 re

qu
ire

d 
fo

r r
eu

se
 a

nd
 p

ub
lic

at
io

n.



A

mm 1

. . . " 1 Angela Davis:
Evolution of an
activist
by Anita Cornwell

It's not often that one has the chance to
meet a living legend. That opportunity
was presented to me recently when
Angela Davis came to Philadelphia to
give the Women of Color keynote ad-
dress at the Conference of the National
Coalition Against Sexual Assault.

Angela Davis was the first "great
cause" I became associated with when I
joined the Women's Movement in the
early '70s. I still have my Free Angela
Davis button that I wore, along with my
anti-Vietnam War button and my Free
Joanne Little button from some years
later.

At that time, I knew very little of
Davis' background. However, I did
know that she was a black sister held
captive in the white man's penal system,

Anita R. Cornwell is a free-lance writer who
lives in Philadelphia.

and was willing to bet my life that once
again America had gone out of its way
to entrap an innocent black person in its
old trick bag.

As writer Marc Olden said in his book,
Angela Davis: "In reading about militant
blacks who taught in universities, bought
guns, and admitted they were Commu-
nists, white America reacted predictably.
A black, gun-toting red was Lucifer
come up from below. The black view
was different. All those opposing her
were white. It was the white world that
tried to stop her from teaching, that had
threatened her life, and was now charg-
ing her with murder and kidnaping.
Angela Davis was a black woman fight-
ing back. Angela Davis was a sister in
trouble."

To be sure, many white brothers and
sisters joined the movement to free
Davis that eventually spread around the

world. But black support was nearly
unanimous. Aretha Franklin said when
she offered to put up bail for Davis, she
wanted to do so "not because I believe in
Communism but because she is a black
woman and wants freedom for black
people."

Reading about Angela Davis in later
years, I was stunned to learn how, in so
many instances, her early life history re-
called my own. True, we are a genera-
tion apart. When Davis was born in Bir-
mingham, Ala. in 1944, I was beginning
my first year at Temple University. But
some 20 years previous to that, I had
first opened my eyes on an unfriendly
world in Greenwood, S.C. As a child,
Davis lived on "Dynamite Hill" in
"Bombingham," so called because of
frequent racially-motivated bombings.
We both grew up in a world that never
seemed to tire of finding ways to make
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life as miserable as possible for all
people of color.

Davis left Birmingham at age 15 to
live in Brooklyn, N.Y. in order to attend
a private, nearly all-white high school in
Greenwich Village. At 15, I too, fled to
the North and found myself attending a
nearly all-white school in the suburbs of
Philadelphia. Years after her graduation
from Elisabeth Irwin High School, Davis
was quoted as saying she "felt her black-
ness more than in the South," not in the
customary racist ways, but because of
"effusive overtures" and awkward at-
tempts by people to ignore that she was
black.

During her first years at Elisabeth
Irwin, Davis discovered the Utopian so-
cialists. Also during that time, she wrote,
"The Communist Manifesto hit me like a
bolt of lightning. I read it avidly, finding
in it answers to many of the seemingly
unanswerable dilemmas which had
plagued me. What struck me so emphati-
cally was the idea that once the emanci-
pation of the proletariat became a real-
ity, the foundation was laid for the
emancipation of all oppressed groups in
the society. Like an expert surgeon, this
document cut away cataracts from my
eyes. The eyes heavy with hatred of Dy-
namite Hill, the roar of explosives, the
fear, the hidden guns, the weeping black
women . . . children without lunches, the
back of the bus, the police searches. The
final words of the Manifesto moved me
to an overwhelming desire to throw my-
self into the Communist movement."

After high school, Davis went to Bran-
deis University, "the full scholarship be-
stowed upon me apparently a guilt-moti-
vated attempt to increase their black
freshmen population of two.

"We three were all female," she wrote
in her autobiography. "I felt alienated,
angry, alone. It didn't help that I had
gotten very much involved in the writ-
ings of the so-called existentialists. I re-
treated into myself and rejected practi-
cally everything outside. Only in the ar-

tificial surroundings of an isolated, virtu-
ally all-white college campus could I
have allowed myself to cultivate this ni-
hilistic attitude."

Davis first met revolutionaries from
the Third World in. 1962 during two
months of study in Paris at the Alliance
Francaise after her first year at Brandeis.
She felt a bond between herself and the
Algerians, and a beginning desire to in-
volve herself in some kind of effort to
improve the world.

That summer, Davis attended the
World Festival for Youth and Students
in Helsinki, where she met revolutionar-
ies from Cuba, Africa, Latin America,
Asia and the Middle East. When she re-
turned to the United States, she found an
FBI agent waiting: "What were you
doing at that Communist Youth Festi-
val? Don't you know how we feel about
Communists? Don't you know what we
do to Communists?"

It was during her year of study in Paris
that she learned of the four little Bir-
mingham girls killed in the Sunday
School bombing in September 1963.

"They were my friends," she tried to
explain to her white companions that af-
ternoon in Paris. But, "they knew noth-
ing of racism and the only way they
knew how to relate to me at that moment
was to console me as if friends had just
been killed in a plane crash." Later,
Davis' mother told her that the mother of
one of the murdered girls had called her,
asking her "to drive her downtown to
pick up Carole. She didn't find out . . .
until they saw pieces of her body scat-
tered about."

Actually, one could argue that the
educational institutions Davis attended,
or was otherwise associated with —• Eli-
sabeth Irwin, Brandeis, the Sorbonne,
Goethe University in Frankfurt —
played a pivotal role in her life and laid
the groundwork for her becoming a
revolutionary. But events at one institu-
tion, the University of California at Los
Angeles (UCLA) were directly respon-

sible for transforming her into the legen-
dary figure that she is today.

Davis went to UCLA where she had
hoped to settle down and teach philoso-
phy while working on her Ph.D. with her
mentor and former Brandeis professor,
philosopher Herbert Marcuse. Davis was
fired from her philosophy teaching post
at UCLA in September 1969, because
she was an admitted member of the
Communist Party. Her dismissal soon
took on a circus quality as zealots from
the Right sought to discredit her while
zealots from the Left clamored for her
academic freedom. In October 1969,
Davis was reinstated by court order, only
to be dismissed again in June 1970. But
by that time she had become a bonafide
celebrity.

Then soon after, on Aug. 7, 1970,
shots that would eventually resound
around the world were fired when Jon-
athan Jackson — brother of George
Jackson, one of the Soledad Brothers —
walked into a courtroom in San Rafael,
Cal., armed three prisoners from San
Quentin in the courtroom, took several
hostages, including the judge, and tried
to escape in a van parked outside.

When the scenario had run its course,
the judge and Jonathan Jackson, and two
of the three prisoners were fatally
wounded. The remaining prisoner, Ruch-
ell Magee, was charged with kidnaping,
murder and conspiracy. Because Davis
had been speaking on behalf of the im-
prisoned Soledad Brothers, and had al-
legedly bought the guns that Jackson
smuggled into the courtroom, she, too,
was charged with kidnaping, murder and
conspiracy.

When Davis learned of the charges
against her, she did what I suppose any
red-blooded African-American would
have done — became a fugitive, thereby
landing on the FBI's Ten Most Wanted
list. In October 1970, Davis was appre-
hended in New York City and placed in
the Women's House of Detention, the
very Greenwich Village jail that had of-
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ten frightened her as she made her way
to and from Elisabeth Irwin High School
just a few blocks away.

The two months that Davis spent in
the Women's House of Detention where,
she said in her prison memoirs, "women
were heavily drugged or treated like
children," marked the beginning of the
final phase of her transformation into a
true revolutionary.

As she wrote in prison, "Within the
contained, coercive universe of the
prison, the captive is confronted with the
realities of racism, not simply as individ-
ual acts dictated by attitudinal bias;
rather (s)he is compelled to come to
grips with racism as an institutional phe-
nomenon collectively experienced by the
victims. The disproportionate representa-
tion of the black and brown communi-
ties, the manifest racism of parole
boards, the intense brutality inherent in
the relationship between prison guards
and black and brown inmates — all this
and more cause the prisoner to be con-
fronted daily, hourly, with the concen-
trated systematic existence of racism."

In addition, black women prisoners are
also subjected to the virulent sexism em-
bedded in this same system. As Davis
wrote in her autobiography, "Whether
we are 16 or 70, we are girls. Any pas-
time that was intellectually demanding
seemed suspect. The jailers in Marin
County were extremely hostile to allow-
ing a chess game in. One other jail 'out-
let' was overwhelmingly sexist. It was
the presence of the washing machine,
clothes dryer and ironing paraphernalia
which, discounting the metal tables and
backless stools, were the sole furnishings
of the day room. The men's linens and
jail clothes were sent elsewhere for laun-
dering; the women were expected to do
their own. If they did not volunteer, a
work schedule was imposed. When no
one volunteered, black women were or-
dered to do it."

When Davis was finally acquitted of
all charges against her on June 4, 1972,

she thanked family, friends and support-
ers the world over who had made her
freedom possible. She pledged to devote
her life to the freeing of political prison-
ers, prison reform, and to making a dif-
ference for the oppressed people of the
world.

In speaking of Davis, most people will
mention her great intellect, her poise,
her warmth, and her almost uncanny
ability to relate to people from any strata
of society. Others mention her shyness
and wry humor, her great inner strength,
her good looks, her verbal skills. A
friend once said of the entire family,
they have "that innate sense of dignity. It
was programmed into all the kids, and
they carry it with grace."

When I finally met and embraced
Davis I could discern all of those quali-
ties in her. Later, during a brief inter-
view, Davis said she wanted to address
the issue of women of color in the rape
crisis movement because historically,
women of color have been so routinely
assaulted. She wants to help eradicate
the stereotypes that the larger society has
used to portray them as something other
than human. If one is a thing, and not a
person, "we can do with you what we
please, as it is impossible to rape a
thing," Davis explained.

In a more recent book, Women, Race
and Class, she expanded on this concept:
"As females, slave women were inher-
ently vulnerable to all forms of sexual
coercion. If the most violent punish-
ments of men consisted in floggings and
mutilations, women were flogged and
mutilated, as well as raped. Rape, in
fact, was an uncamouflaged expression
of the slaveholder's economic mastery
and the overseer's control over black
women as workers."

Despite such atrocities, however, she
is very optimistic concerning the future
of women of color and oppressed people
in general in America. When asked why
she thought so many leaders of the '60s
seem not to be coping very well today,

and in some instances, "throwing in the
towel," Davis said, "We must change
with the times. I believe the reason some
of the leaders of the '60s have not been
able to cope with the '80s is because
they are still living in the '60s."

Also, Davis does not share the dim
view expressed by many that today's
students and young people are apolitical
and apathetic. "I am very much im-
pressed by the students of today," she
said. "I believe they are, for the most
part, every bit as interested in change as
the youth of the '60s were. It's just that
they are not organized. They haven't
found that great issue around which they
can come together."

Davis is presently teaching Philoso-
phy, Aesthetics, and Women's Studies
— particularly the historical contribu-
tions of black women — at San Fran-
cisco State University and San Francisco
Art Institute.

In addition to her strenuous speaking
and teaching schedules, Davis has writ-
ten several books, the latest being
Women, Culture & Politics, published
recently by Random House. Currently,
she is finishing a book on black women
singers and the socio-political and his-
torical context of their music. The book
will focus on Ma Rainey, Bessie Smith
and Billie Holiday, and will be a unique
contribution from Davis' perspective,
given her interest in aesthetics as well as
philosophy and politics. According to
Roberta Goodman, her administrative
assistant, Davis herself plays the piano
and a number of other instruments, but
"just for recreation."

Davis still holds to her vow of devot-
ing her life to ending oppression. As Ya-
niyah Pearson, a personal friend of hers,
said to me, "Angela Davis just gives and
gives and gives. Her spirit is constantly
evolving. What activist do you know,
besides Jesse Jackson, perhaps, who has
managed to stay fresh and enthusiastic
this long without burning out?"

Yes, who indeed? Wl
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Church worker terrorized in El Salvador
"Anyone who works with the poor is
considered subversive."

That was Josie Beecher's response
when a reporter asked her at a Nov. 29
press conference in New York why gov-
ernment forces would arrest and threaten
her and others in El Salvador working in
the churches

"The church has a commitment to be
with the poor, and to work for economic
justice, so yes, it is true that we want a
change in the existing order. But we are
committed to peaceful alternatives. Re-
moving the church means losing the only
'middle ground' in El Salvador that is
seeking peace," she said. Beecher, a
U.S. Episcopal church worker, was ar-
rested by the Salvadoran National Guard
in late November and later released. Her
arrest came days after six priests and two
women workers at a Jesuit university
were killed by government troops.

Since mid-November, when rebels
launched a major offensive in the neigh-
borhoods of San Salvador, Beecher had
been working with other Episcopal mis-
sionaries and church workers to house
and feed refugees from all over the city
at St. John the Evangelist Episcopal
Church. On Nov. 20, before dawn, sol-
diers in the National Guard arrived at the
makeshift shelter. They separated for-
eign church workers from the others and
took them to headquarters of the Treas-
ury Police, allegedly for the workers'
"own security." They were told, said
Beecher, that there were foreigners
working with the insurgents, so the mili-
tary wanted to verify credentials.

According to Beecher, as she was
brought in, a U.S. consular official was
present and called the consulate to say
that she was there. Then she was taken
away, handcuffed, blindfolded, hit on
the head, and threatened with electric
shock treatment. "It was a terrifying ex-
perience," she said. "They ran a hard ob-

ject across my throat and told me, 'This
is what is going to happen to you.' They
said I would never get out of there, that I
was a 'delinquent terrorist' who had
planned the current insurgent offensive."

Five hours later, her handcuffs and
blindfold were removed and she was told
she could go with the U.S. official. He-
had been drinking coffee with the Salva-
doran colonel in charge, she said, and
was visibly irritated by the long wait
caused by her interrogation. When
Beecher balked at signing a release that
stated she had been well treated, the offi-
cial impatiently advised her to sign or he
might have trouble getting her released.
Later he told her that she had received
treatment "normal for a prisoner of war."

"I was shocked to hear him say that,"
she recalled. "He seemed to assume that
I was guilty." Beecher thought that the
U.S. government, which pumps a million
dollars a day into El Salvador, could in-
fluence the government's treatment of
church workers if it wanted to do so.

When asked about Jennifer Casolo, the
U.S. churchworker arrested by the Salva-
doran government and accused of main-
taining a cache of ammunition for the
rebels, Beecher said she knew Casolo
and that she was not involved with the
rebels. Beecher thought the government
had singled Casolo out because she
works ecumenically with a number of
churches in El Salvador. Discrediting
Casolo as a rebel partisan "would be a
perfect way of discrediting all church
workers in El Salvador," she said.

Beecher estimated that from 30 to 40
foreign church workers have left the
country, many under direct threat of
death. She is concerned about the 12
Salvadoran church workers who were
still being held — some of whom have
reportedly been beaten — including the
rector of St. John's, the Rev. Luis Ser-
rano. "It's a situation of total terror for

Josie Beecher

anyone who works with the churches,"
she stressed. "This makes it next to im-
possible to minister to the people we are
there to serve."

Beecher chose to leave El Salvador so
that she could work with the church at
home to get her Salvadoran co-workers
released and to insure that the Episcopal
Church can continue to exist in El Salva-
dor. Presiding Bishop Edmond L.
Browning sent a team of four bishops —
William Frey of Colorado, David Reed
of Kentucky, William Swing of Califor-
nia, and James Ottley of Panama — to
El Salvador to seek the release of all de-
tained church workers. Browning and
other U.S. religious leaders issued a
statement expressing outrage at El Sal-
vador's "deliberate and calculated cam-
paign to intimidate and harass the
churches."

At the press conference, Browning
suggested that the United States "with-
draw support in terms of military aid to
the government of El Salvador." He
criticized the U.S. Congress "for not
wrestling with the issues deeply
enough."

— Julie A. Wortman
Episcopal Church Center
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Drugs: Legalize the supply?
by Edward Waldron

J.B.• »-<
,, tell me what you hope to

get out of life." It was not your textbook
counseling scene; a middle-aged white
priest, awkwardly trying to draw out a
black teenager, whose parents were terri-
fied about what was happening to their
son. We sat on a broken bench in a bar-
ren Bronx playground strewn with de-
bris, on a gray chilly October morning.

"I don't want much, Fada. A little
happiness, a little peace."

"How are you going to get it?"
"I don't know."
"Supposing you don't?"
"Then I'll just have to look for some

The Rev. Edward O. Waldron is rector of
Christ Church by the Sea, Colon, Panama.

relief."
"Is that why you do drugs, J.B.?"
"Yeah, Fada, that's why."
J.B.'s parents had migrated from Bar-

bados many years ago. They were both
industrious, hard-working and punctual
—• loyal supporters of the American
"work ethic." Winston worked for a pub-
lisher; Alice was a nurse. They worked
overtime, night shifts and weekends,
never refusing their employers' requests.
J.B. was neither lazy nor belligerent. But
he was definitely not inclined to slav-
ishly serve any employer. He had held a
dozen jobs in four years.

I thought of J.B. while listening to
President George Bush declare his "War
on Drugs." Where will J.B. fit into these
programs? He has experienced de-tox
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and group counseling sessions several
times. He is sincere while he's in the
shelters. But once out, he again con-
fronts painful reality. And he returns to
the only source of relief he knows —
drugs. J.B. is not vicious enough to suc-
ceed at crime. Prison is likely in his fu-
ture. Or worse, he may end up sprawled
out dead in the street, in a pool of blood.
"A little happiness, a little peace." Those
are not exorbitant demands for a young
man to make on life. Why can't America
deliver? Why do so many of our youth
despair?

The J.B.s of America are part of the
human destruction, the environmental
devastation, the spiritual desolation of
rampant "Mammon" worship. I have no
ultimate hope that we can create "a thou-
sand points of light"; figs do not grow on
thistles. Our country, because of its
Mammon commitments, is incapable of
becoming "kinder and gentler." After a
decade of deregulation, we are literally
out of control. Our greed is rapacious;
our avarice voracious. It's in our bones.
Our children lose their innocence as
soon as they experience the brutal com-
petitiveness of society, in the corrupting
schools we provide to teach them how to
play the game — ruthlessly. And for the
increasing numbers of those who fail,
there is only the relief of drugs.

Nor are you safe if you "make it."
Even the achievers in our rat-race soci-
ety are finding the rewards sour; they,
too, cruise the streets in our marginal
neighborhoods, throwing money out the
windows of their BMWs for the white
powder of relief. To succeed in America
is a Catch-22 — "Damned if you do,"
and "Damned if you don't."

What good are more prisons? More
police? More courts? Another Vietnam
in Colombia? We are afraid to ask the

real question: "Why do we want drugs?"
The answer hurts — the demand is

due to an increasing disgust with our
values; a judgment on a life-style unat-
tainable to many, and unsatisfying to the
rest. Our young people, in effect, are
saying, "Give us something more worth-
while to live for." Or they were; by now,
they may have given up asking.

The only short-term solution to our na-
tion's drug problem that makes any
sense is to legalize the production and
supervise the distribution of cocaine and
the other illegal drugs, just as we have
done with methadone. President Bush
wants us to repeat the mistake we made
with Prohibition. The only way to dis-
arm the drug cartels and underworld
thugs who manage so capably their inter-
national network is to make drugs
legally available. This step would at
least eliminate the crime and the vio-
lence. Legalization would not eliminate
addiction, any more than the 21st
Amendment eliminated alcoholism. Per-
haps we should resign ourselves to al-
ways having alcoholics and addicts with
us. But we can remove the terror from
the traffic by legalizing drug production
and controlling distribution.

The long-term solution will be much
more painful; it will require broad, na-
tional repentance. We must confess that
we have been spending our resources on
bread which does not satisfy; Isaiah 55:2
speaks to us. There has to be a radical
redirecting of our reasons for living; a
new willingness and a new readiness to
assist each other that we may all enjoy

"a little happiness, a little peace."
We casually dismiss Acts 2:42-47 and

4:32-35 as an "interim ethic" or the
freak behavior of a radical minority. We
preach so seldom from these texts in the
Episcopal Church that most of our mem-
bers would attribute the writing to Karl
Marx. But those earliest Christians had
Mammon under control. They knew it
was Satan in a fur coat. They lived out
their theology of Christian stewardship.
And there was no mention of nonachiev-
ers dropping out in search of some kind
of relief from the emptiness of it all.
Their corporate lifestyle was purposeful,
creative, and richly satisfying. Nor is
that lifestyle hopelessly obsolete; our
monks and nuns have tried to live this
way for centuries. Discarding the prin-
ciple of private property is not necessar-
ily communistic; exalting the principles
of capitalism is not necessarily Chris-
tian. Archbishop Desmond Tutu can help
us here:

"What I have seen of capitalism too
heavily stresses the worst side of us;
our competitiveness, our selfishness,
our grasping for the most for our-
selves— the survival of the fittest...
I am looking for an ordering of soci-
ety where compassion is more im-
portant that possession, and sharing
is more important than success."
I can't imagine such a society having

a drug problem. na
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Erasing Catholic-Protestant borders
by Robert Hirschfield

Lairead Corrigan Maguire shook
herself free from the insistent tangle of
her children and took my hand. The rain
had stopped in Belfast, and the Peace
People office on Lisburn Road was
flooded with light. Fourteen years have
passed since an IRA man, pursued by
British soldiers, rammed his car into Ma-
guire's sister Ann and three of her chil-
dren. All three children were killed, giv-
ing birth to short-lived protests by out-
raged Catholics and Protestants demand-
ing an end to the sectarian violence in
Northern Ireland. The Peace People were
born of that carnage — its founders,
Maguire and Betty Williams, winning
the 1976 Nobel Peace Prize.

Maguire, now 45, is small and girlish,
with a joyful aura that has managed to
outlast sorrow and controversy. She had
just returned from Jerusalem where she
had done a 40-day liquid fast with Mel-
kite priest Charles McCarthy of Boston.

"The purpose of the fast was to call
Christians to repent for the violence the
churches have been guilty of over the
centuries. It was also to call Christians
and churches to come together ecumeni-
cally and return to the nonviolent mes-
sage of Jesus."

Maguire no longer leads thousands of
people on peace marches as she once
did. She spends most of her time at
home with her five children. Three are
the surviving children of Ann Maguire,
who committed suicide in 1981, follow-
ing which Mairead married her brother-
in-law, Jack Maguire. But she remains
active in the Peace People. The organi-

Robert Hirschfield is a free-lance writer based
in New York who recently spent two-and-a-half
weeks in Ireland.

zation now devotes itself to bringing to-
gether Catholic and Protestant youths,
bussing prisoners' families to the prisons
for weekly visits, and trying to keep
alive the alternative of nonviolence.

"The sectarian violence continues,"
Maguire said, "but there are signs of
hope. Shane Doherty, an IRA bomber in
jail for 15 years, has become a Quaker
and a pacifist while in prison. Protestant
and Catholic bombers have come out of
jail renouncing violence."

She saw another hopeful sign in the
recent opening of four integrated schools
in Belfast. Established by the ecumeni-
cal group All Children Together, the
schools consist of 50% Catholic and
50% Protestant students. This is a major
development in a country whose school
system is largely segregated by religion.

"The church still opposes integrated
schools," lamented Maguire, a devout
Catholic from Andersonstown, an IRA
stronghold in west Belfast. The daughter
of a window cleaner, she grew up fear-
ing the IRA and hating the British army.

"Because of personal experiences I
had with British soldiers, I once seri-
ously considered the use of violence
against state violence. I prayed about it
before the Blessed Sacrament. I felt God
was saying to me — not in a dramatic
way of course — that nonviolence was
the way."

Consciously or unconsciously, Ma-
guire echoes Elijah's challenge to Israel
— "How long halt ye between two opin-
ions? If the Lord be God, follow God;
but if Baal, follow Baal." — with her
own challenge to the churches of Ire-
land: "Did Jesus teach an ethic of nonvi-
olence, the love of enemies and friends,
or did he teach an ethic of justified vio-

Mairead Corrigan Maguire

lence? The churches should choose."
She observed, "though nonviolence is

part of Christian culture, it is not taught
to the priests and it is not taught to the
people."

Maguire takes to task all those respon-
sible for the violence in Northern Ire-
land. Of the British she says, "They have
removed due process of law in Northern
Ireland and in its place have imposed
broad powers of detention." She is like-
wise critical of the UDA (Ulster Defense
Association), largest of the Protestant
paramilitaries: "The UDA forces shop-
keepers to pay them money, or their
shops will be incinerated. They are like
racketeers who carry out sectarian kill-
ings of Catholics."

Maguire also has harsh words for the
IRA. To her this group personifies
Catholic violence, Catholic nationalism,
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and a distorted form of Catholic libera-
tion. "I am against nationalism," she
says emphatically.

"The IRA wants the British to respect
human rights, but it does not respect hu-
man rights. It has been guilty of knee-
capping and killing innocent people. And
it is disruptive in other ways. In Lower
Falls, west Belfast, on the 20th anniver-
sary of British military occupation of
Northern Ireland, the IRA left notices
under people's doors telling them to
keep their children in because they
would be operating in the streets. Some
parents did, and some didn't."

She claimed, "Sinn Fein, the political
wing of the IRA, doesn't allow people to
speak out. Many Catholics do speak out
against IRA violence. And many vote
against Sinn Fein. The party most Catho-
lics in the north vote for is the SDLP
(Social Democratic and Labor Party)."

Later she relented a bit. "Many of the
paramilitaries on both sides are young
and idealistic. At least they are not apa-
thetic like so much of the middle class."

The Nobel Peace Prize won by Ma-
guire and Betty Williams came with a
curse wrapped inside the blessing. The
curse was the $80,000 cash award. Ma-
guire initially intended to give her share
to the movement. Then Williams de-
cided, after publicly stating otherwise, to
pocket her share, which however inap-
propriate, was legitimate. Maguire, not
wanting to further strain an already
troubled relationship, decided to do like-
wise. To this day, there are those who
question her integrity for having kept the
money. She admits, "It was the worst
thing we ever did." She now works for
the Peace People as an unpaid volunteer.

In evaluating the accomplishments of
the Peace People, Maguire said simply,
"We created an atmosphere that made it
easier for people to move forward to-
ward peace." But as if apologizing for it,
she hastened to explain, "Success is not
our business. God calls us to persever-
ance."

Second woman bishop elected
When the bishops of the Anglican
Communion have their next interna-
tional meeting, there will be at least
two women bishops present. The An-
glican Church in New Zealand re-
cently elected the Rev. Dr. Penelope
Ann Bansall Jamieson, 47, as bishop"
of the Diocese of Dunedin, one of the
nine dioceses in the Church of New
Zealand. Jamieson is the second An-
glican woman bishop, and the first
elected as a diocesan, with oversight
of all parishes and priests in the dio-
cese. The first woman bishop, the Rt.
Rev. Barbara Harris, was elected as
suffragan last year in Massachusetts.

Jamieson said she was "very sur-
prised indeed" about her election and
that her priority would be to "get to
know people in the diocese and to set
down the roots of a good, strong pas-
toral ministry."

Responding to the news, Bishop
Harris said, "Being the 'first' is both a
joy and a challenge. I wish for her the
same joy, support, and fulfillment that
I have experienced here from the
people of Massachusetts."

The election, Harris said, was a rec-
ognition of Jamieson's commitment
and service and also a sign of the An-
glican Communion's growing accep-
tance of women's ministry. "I hope
her election may inspire all women to
consider whatever service — ordained
and lay — they can offer to the
church. I pray that her election to head
a diocese may be the occasion that
crystallizes for the entire church the
realization that God calls all men and
women to equal responsibility for the
church's ministry."

The Church of New Zealand has
been ordaining women as priests since
1977. As of 1988, out of 800 clergy,

The Rev. Dr. Penelope Bansall Jamieson

94 women serve as priests in the prov-
ince, comprised of some 200,000 An-
glicans. In 1986, the General Synod
made a provision for a woman priest
to be consecrated as bishop.

Edmond L. Browning, Presiding
Bishop of the U.S. Episcopal Church,
lauded the news from New Zealand as
"very good indeed. Their province has
experienced the ministry of women as
priests as has ours, and simply taken
the next step, as did we."

"I am delighted," said Browning,
"that the experience we have had in
this country has indicated that women
in the episcopal role can be a positive
step for a church," and added that he
offers his prayers and congratulations
to Jamieson, the Diocese of Dunedin
and the Province of New Zealand.

Jamieson was born in England and
earned a Ph.D. degree at the Univer-
sity of Wellington and a B.D. degree
at the University of Otago in New
Zealand. She was ordained a priest in
1983, and was most recently vicar of
Karori West and Makara. Her conse-
cration is scheduled for the middle of
this year.
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Capitalist honeymoon premature
by Paul Surlis and Patrick Joyce

he recent upheavals in China — and
in a different fashion the openings to-
ward greater democracy and market-ori-
ented economies in the USSR and in
much of Soviet-dominated Eastern Eu-
rope — are leading many observers to
proclaim that socialism has failed and
capitalism has succeeded. One of the
most noteworthy expressions of this sen-
timent was formulated by Francis
Fukuyama in a Washington-based
quarterly, The National Interest.

Fukuyama's thesis is contained in his
first paragraph: "Watching the flow of
events over the past decade or so, it is
hard to avoid the feeling that something
fundamental has happened in world his-
tory. The past year has seen a flood of
articles commemorating the end of the
Cold War and the fact that 'peace'
seems to be breaking out in many re-
gions of the world. But what we may, in
fact, be witnessing is not just the passing
of a particular period of postwar history,
but the end point of mankind's ideologi-
cal evolution and the emergence of
Western liberal democracy as the final
form of human government. Borrowing
the vocabulary of Hegel and Marx, it
may be the end of history."

Fukuyama is not just hailing the end
of ideology but the "unabashed victory
of economic and political liberalism."
Small wonder this thesis is being vigor-
ously discussed in Washington, Ottawa,

Paul Surlis is associate professor of social eth-
ics at St. John's University, New York. Patrick
Joyce is a doctoral candidate at the New
School for Social Research and lectures in eco-
nomics at Parson School of Design. An earlier
version of this article appeared in National
Catholic Reporter, 11/3/89. Reprinted with per-
mission.

Paris, Rome and other world capitals.
This thesis should be contested and

not be allowed to become dogma.
It is important to challenge the under-

lying assumptions that capitalism occu-
pies the moral high ground and, with a
little fine-tuning, can and should become
the sole economic system of the future.

Any discussion of capitalism is bound
to be misleading unless its constituent
structural elements, and the logic by
which these operate and the attitudes
they foster, are kept in mind. The three
principal constituents of the capitalist
system are:

1. Market-oriented commodity produc-
tion. Commodities are produced for sale,
and always for profit. This means the in-
trinsic purpose is not the creation of
goods to meet human needs. This meet-
ing of human needs does happen, some-
times abundantly, but the primary mo-
tive is still production for profit that has
to be ever-increasing.

Each time corporations close shop in
the United States and transfer production
overseas, they do so not to produce more
or better quality goods, but to make
greater profit. This is indisputable.

2. An indispensable prerequisite of
capitalism is private ownership of the
means of production. The reference here
is not to one's home, garden, or other
personal belongings, but to land, facto-
ries, rental property, coal, oil, gas, to
economic and whatever other institutions
are capable of yielding wealth.

Three principal consequences follow
from this:

• Private persons have wrested from
society the right to dictate how natu-
ral resources and raw materials
should be used.

• Such a right means that other indi-

viduals are excluded from having a
say in how means of production
should be used. Therefore, the real
producers, i.e. workers, do not own
the means necessary to carry on pro-
duction.
Those who own the means of pro-
duction thereby secure power over
virtually the entire production proc-
ess, and with this comes preponder-
ant social control. In recent years
this social control has often been
used to transfer jobs overseas and
devastate whole communities. Thus,
the capitalist class in effect denies
economic democracy to the ma-
jority.

3. Capitalism, everywhere it devel-
oped, produced for the first time in his-
tory that large segment of people who
are forced to sell their labor for a wage
in order to obtain the necessities basic
for survival.

This division of society into those who
own the means of production and those
who survive only by selling their labor
for a wage is not a given, it is not God-
ordained or part of the natural order of
things. Historically, it was brought about
by massive social upheavals like the dis-
location of peasants in the enclosure
movement in England — and the dispos-
sessed were forced into factories and
sweatshops to work and into hovels to
live.

A similar process is taking place in
many parts of the world today where
land is cleared of farm families, beef and
crops are produced for export and for
profit and the dispossessed move into
urban areas where they are underfed,
underhoused, underemployed or em-
ployed at subhuman wages. To cite a re-
cent example in the United States,
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600,000 farm families lost their means
of livelihood in the past eight years and
they, too, were forced into the cities to
sell their labor for a wage in order to sur-
vive.

The three foregoing are prerequisites
of the capitalist system and are as neces-
sary to it as roundness is to the wheel.
Added to these is an attitudinal or behav-
ioral dimension that arises out of the
three objective constituent factors.

4. Individual, acquisitive maximizing
behavior on the part of most in the eco-
nomic system, both owners and workers,
arises from the very logic of capitalism.
This point is often confused by those
who speak of greed or immorality as if
the behavior in question were psycho-
logical in origin and hence changeable
with sufficient doses of willpower. On
the contrary, the endless competition for
more is a constraint arising out of the
very essence of the capitalist system.

If Mother Teresa were the owner of
means of production and her Missionar-
ies of Charity the wage laborers, the
logic of the system with its never-ending
quest for the highest rate of profit would
compel them to the same competition
and class warfare we see going on now
in the coal mines of West Virginia or at
Eastern Airlines.

Sure, one may envisage an economic
system based on truthfulness, compas-
sion and general humanitarian motives,
but whatever it would be, it would not be
capitalism, whose very nature and unal-
terable law is the pursuit of ever-increas-
ing profit. Once any business entity
ceases this pursuit, competition, the dy-
namo of the system, will inexorably
cause its elimination.

Therefore, moralizing about compas-
sionate capitalists or moral characteris-
tics or social conscience is beside the
point. This sermonizing obfuscates or
mystifies what should be clarified. In-
deed, it falsifies the issues by holding
out the hope that the system can operate
justly because abuses are peripheral to it.

Instead, what are moralistically seen as
abuses are inherent in the very constitu-
ents of the system and express the logic
of its functioning.

We mentioned truthfulness, for ex-
ample. What we mean is not the elimi-
nation of the false frills advertisers in-
dulge in, but something that goes to the
very heart of the system's creation of
false needs (wants) for whose satisfac-
tion often wholly unnecessary products
are manufactured to the exclusion of
those items necessary to fulfill all
people's basic survival needs.

An important aspect absent from re-
cent euphoric discussions of capitalism
is the price paid by those on whose
backs capitalism succeeds.

The history of the invasion, coloniali-
zation, and plunder of Ireland, Latin
America, India, Africa and Asia, a his-
tory that contains near-genocide, starva-
tion, and despoliation is a constituent
part of the success of capitalism in Eng-
land and later in Europe.

The history of the slave trade, with its
various economic contributions, is also
intrinsic to the success of capitalism in
England, in other European countries
and in the southern United States. Three
hundred years of slavery may have
robbed Africa of more than 100 million
people between the ages of 15 and 35,
the very prime of their lives.

Nor can the post-slavery racism in
many countries be divorced from eco-
nomic considerations. Racism, including
its ethnic variety, keeps workers divided,
holds wages down, keeps unions weak
and so enables economic exploitation of
the least powerful workers to continue.
Globally, the free or underpaid labor of

MOVING?
Keep THE WITNESS coming by
sending a corrected mailing label
from a recent issuel to: THE WIT-
NESS, P.O. Box 359, Ambler, PA
19002. Please send it at least six
weeks before you move.

women and often, children, in the do-
mestic and public sphere is also a neces-
sary condition of the so-called success of
capitalism.

One might also mention neocolonial-
ism and its national-security state appa-
ratus. Since the 19th century, U.S. ex-
pansionist policies have led to repeated
invasions of Latin American countries.

U.S.-supported and trained armies
practice torture, disappearances and
murder of people who are struggling for
access to land, food, houses, jobs, educa-
tion and health care. South Africans and
Latin Americans are subject to the most
brutal oppression so that cheap labor and
cheap resources are available to keep an
excessively high standard of living for
many in the United States and other First
World countries.

To those who still say "capitalism has
succeeded," we say: Go tell it in Viet-
nam, with its millions of dead or injured
and its environment poisoned in defense
of capitalism. Tell it in El Salvador,
where 70,000 people have been mas-
sacred largely by U.S.-supported death
squads and soldiers in the past eight
years alone.

Tell it in Guatemala, with its 60,000
inhabitants, most of them Indians, mas-
sacred and buried in obscurity (in our
media as well) in the past decade. Tell it
in Nicaragua, where 50,000 people have
been slaughtered under U.S. auspices
because meeting basic human needs is
the social goal aimed at and not maxi-
mizing of profit for elites.

Tell half the children in the United
States under age six who live in poverty,
together with 30 million adults, the most
destitute of whom are women. Tell the 3
million homeless, the 37 million who
have no health insurance, the 20 million
who are hungry for a few days each
month. Tell them the system occupies
the moral high ground and is the best
(when purged of a few abuses), but don't
be surprised if skeletons and mocking
laughter disturb your dreams. E£Q
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Short Takes
Not like Civil Rights
Operation Rescue now compares its anti-
choice activities to the efforts of the Civil
Rights Movement. I find the comparison
difficult to affirm. During the '60s, the Civil
Rights Movement struggled for equal ac-
cess to jobs, public facilities and schools. I
remember witnessing a group of Black
children, with their school books, walking
behind police lines to enter integrated
schools. The police were protecting these
children from screaming "anti-rights" pro-
testors blocking the entrance to schools.
These white so-called "Christians" were
degrading and demoralizing a race of
people. These demonstrators were delib-
erately trying to deny constitutional rights
to a specific group of people, in this case,
Blacks. What Operation Rescue is at-
tempting to do is also to demean and to
degrade a specific group of people; in this
case, women. This is where the only con-
nection appears.

Let's put an end to the illegitimate asso-
ciations with the Civil Rights Movement.

Mary Jane Patterson
Washington, D.C.

Prophetic limitations
We must learn to accept the church's pro-
phetic role with its limitations. Prophets
are called to speak to the faithful, and not
to the world; prophecy presupposes a
faithful, interested and involved audience.
The need for speaking to other churches
and other Christian people, as well as to
our own institutions and constituency, is
often overlooked, because it wouldn't be
"charitable" to say what we really think,
even if our message is based on what we
believe is true. The truth, however, is of-
ten not charitable, and we need to remind
ourselves and others of that.

There is a need for an ecumenicity of
judgment on what we do as churches.
The Scripture tells us that judgment be-
gins with the household of God. What we
perceive as truth, as wrong as it may be,
does have some rights; justice has a ma-
jor claim on us, as well as charity and
peace. (That we think of the ideas of jus-
tice and peace as separable at all, tells us
something that we need to hear.)

The Rev. Hugh Weaver
JSAC Grapevine 5/89

Solidarity with women decade
Foremost on the agenda of the U.S.
Committee involved with the Ecumenical
Decade of Churches in Solidarity with
Women, meeting in Los Angeles re-
cently, was to set up a process by which
efforts could be measured at the end of
the decade (1988-98). After two years of
planning and organization, the World
Council of Churches' U.S. Committee
proposed examination of quantitative en-
deavors, such as increasing the number
of women in church leadership positions
now held by men, increasing of at least
by one-third the number of women sen-
ior pastors in major posts. Also pro-
posed was the implementation of an ex-
periential educational process for men to
overcome fear of the leadership of
women and to share power on an equi-
table basis.

The committee also recommended the
development of relationships with
women in other countries, particularly
across cultural and racial lines; global
and local action plans which lead to self-
development and justice, local interde-
nominational exchanges, representation
of both men and women on all commit-
tees on issues currently called "women's
issues," and a new paradigm for inte-
grating work, family and life.

A national consultation for women in
politics and church women was pro-
posed, along with workshops on devel-
oping a spirituality that discloses a re-
newed understanding of sexuality, and a
series of state, regional and national
celebrations.

Ecumenical Courier, Vol. 49, No. 2
U.S. Office, WCC

Quote of note
A line of scripture which does a lot for me
comes from St. Paul, quoting the Psalms:
"Be angry, but do not sin." Jesus was an-
gry over 50% of the time, and it's very
dangerous theology to try to improve on
Jesus. The anger needs to be focused,
but anger is what maintains your sanity.
Anger keeps you from tolerating the intol-
erable.

The Rev. William Sloane Coffin, Jr.
PaxChristi Fall, 1989

What is Episcopal Church image?
As part of a discussion on redefining the
congregation at a Working Class Ministry
Conference in Plainfield, Ind., the Rev.
Robert Gallagher asked small groups to
name Episcopalians in the news, people
they wished were Episcopalians, and
television characters known to be Episco-
palians. After all the names were called
out, Gallagher asked, "Where are the
working class Episcopalians?" The group
could not name any, leading Gallagher to
suggest that the church has an image
problem.

The church often needs to be defined
as "what we are instead of what we used
to be," he said. Gallagher, a member of a
pastoral team in Trenton, N.J., used ma-
terial developed by the Order of the As-
cension and taught as part of the Parish
Development Institute co-sponsored
each summer by the order and General
Theological Seminary, New York.

Episcopal News Service

Journalists lied to
The problem we journalists face is that
we are constantly being lied to, and that
we often fail to expose the lies. In my
view there is no such thing as "journalis-
tic ethics." There is only ethics. What
counts, what justifies our trade, is the
stuff they would pay us not to print. Un-
truths told often enough by the highest
authorities become accepted facts, so
that, for example, journalists use the
phrase "humanitarian aid" without quota-
tion marks to describe logistical support
to lethal commandos.

John L. Hess, Quill
Quoted in Churchman's Human Quest
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El Salvador: A people crucified, Ann Robb

Smith 9/89
Nicaragua: A people longing for peace, Ann

Robb Smith 10/89
U.S. administration moves to disrupt Nicara-

guan elections, Susan E. Pierce 10/89

ECONOMICS/CLASSISM
Activists salvage S&L 'bailout,' John H.

Burt 10/89
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Battling unjust immigration laws, Aurora
Camacho de Schmidt 3/89

Bishops, buses and the Bible, William B.
Spofford 9/89

'Chicken kingdom' maiming workers, Kater-
ina Katsarka Whitley 2/89

Class warfare in the coal strike, Mary Lou
Suhor 7-8/89

From Bible study to civil disobedience,
Frank Eichenlaub 7-8/89

How ECPC invests in social change, Chris
Weiss 5/89

Men's privileges vs. women's rights, Faith
Evans 6/89

Miners gain ecumenical support, Mary Lee
Simpson 7-8/89

On gender, education and ideology, J. Anto-
nio Ramos 4/89

The cultural crisis in education, Manning
Marable 3/89

The feminization of unions, Ruth Needleman
2/89

The two faces of U.S. cities, John V. Moeser
10/89

Trafficking in human lives, Parker Rossman
1/89

War in the coal fields, Jim Lewis 7-8/89

ECUMENISM
A stand for justice in the coal fields, Edito-

rial and ecumenical statement, Mary Lou
Suhor 10/89

Battling unjust immigration laws, Aurora
Camacho de Schmidt 3/89

Episcopal parish hosts Matthew Fox's last
workshop. Shepherd Bliss 2/89

Miners gain ecumenical support, Mary Lee
Simpson 7-8/89

Notes from the Underground Church, Mal-
colm Boyd 2/89

Raising Lazarus: Can liberal churches grow?
Kittredge Cherry and James Mitulski 3/89

The encounter of world religions, Owen Tho-
mas 3/89

The Pope's lost battalions. Editorial; Monica
Furlong 1/89

Uppity women and authentic ecumenism,
Rosemary Radford Ruether 4/89

EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Anglican primates' statements in Nicaragua,

Panama 5/89
Anglicans ambivalent about peace, Nathaniel

W. Pierce 11/89
Barbara Harris: Bishop, Special Issue 4/89
— Chronology of events concerning women

in holy orders, Jan Pierce and Susan E.
Pierce

— From England with love, Monica Furlong
— Happy-go-lucky Bobby now bishop in

God's church, Marjorie Nichols Farmer
— Helping to carry the load, Carter Hey-

ward
— Li Tim-Oi on Barbara Harris, WITNESS

interview with Li Tim-Oi
— On gender, education and ideology, J.

Antonio Ramos
— Patriarchy strikes back, Pamela W. Dar-

ling
— Paul Washington makes history again,

Susan E. Pierce
— The ECPC/WITNESS connection, Robert

L. DeWitt
— The ends of the world have met, Nan

Peete
— Uppity women and authentic ecumenism,

Rosemary Radford Ruether
Celebrating the peacemakers. Editorial; Jim

Lewis 11/89
Detention in El Salvador, Josie Beecher 1/89
Episcopal parish hosts Matthew Fox's last

workshop, Shepherd Bliss 2/89
Episcopal Peace Fellowship: Fifty years of

peacemaking, Mary H. Miller 11/89
ESA says weed 'em and reap, Jan Nunley 7-

8/89
Feminist missionary in Canterbury's court,

Susan E. Pierce 3/89
Integrity dialogue hopes thwarted, Louie

Crew 9/89
'Our church has AIDS,' Editorial; Julie A.

Wortman 12/89
Requiem for a common man, an uncommon

bishop (John T. Walker), Mary Lou Suhor
11/89

Shell shock and other '815' surprises, Edito-
rial; Mary Lou Suhor and Susan E. Pierce
5/89

Statement on Childbirth and Abortion of the
69th General Convention of the Episcopal
Church, July 1988, 6/89

The Episcopal Church and abortion, Kather-
ine Hancock Ragsdale 6/89

The Philadelphia 11: Still prophets without
honor, Julie A. Wortman 7-8/89

The politics of AIDS, Barbara C. Harris 12/
89

The witness of a remnant, William Stringfel-
low 11/89

Whither a lula continual Mary Lou Suhor 1/
89

WITNESS takes seven awards 7-8/89

INTERNATIONAL
(See also Central America)
Battling unjust immigration laws, Aurora

Camacho de Schmidt 3/89
Boycott makes apartheid unprofitable, Susan

E. Pierce 2/89
Confronting racism in Japan, Susan E. Pierce

1/89
From England, with love, Monica Furlong 4/

89
Goal of 22-year-old treaty is 'no nukes,'

Gregory Bergman 10/89
Li Tim-Oi on Barbara Harris, WITNESS in-

terview with Li Tim-Oi 4/89
Trafficking in human lives, Parker Rossman

1/89
'Victory is ours!' — Desmond Tutu, Susan

E. Pierce 7-8/89
Worship resources from South Africa, Anne

Hope (from Torch in the Night) 7-8/89

LABOR/MANAGEMENT
A stand for justice in the coal fields, Edito-

rial and ecumenical statement, Mary Lou
Suhor 10/89

'Chicken kingdom' maiming workers, Kater-
ina Katsarka Whitley 2/89

Class warfare in the coal strike, Mary Lou
Suhor 7-8/89

From Bible study to civil disobedience,
Frank Eichenlaub 7-8/89

Miners gain ecumenical support, Mary Lee
Simpson 7-8/89

The feminization of unions, Ruth Needleman
2/89

War in the coal fields, Jim Lewis 7-8/89
Winter of discontent in the coal fields, Susan

E. Pierce 12/89
Workers, unions merit advocacy, Editorial;

Mary Lou Suhor 2/89

MIDDLE EAST
Can Israel save its 'soul'? (From The Wrath

of Jonah), Rosemary Radford Ruether and
Herman J. Ruether 5/89

Libya: America's No. 1 scapegoat, Jim
Lewis 9/89

Women of the intifada, Katerina Katsarka
Whitley 5/89

PEACEMAKING
A little bit of light in the darkness, Helen

Woodson 2/89
Anglicans ambivalent about peace, Nathaniel

W. Pierce 11/89
Can Israel save its 'soul'? (From The Wrath

of Jonah), Rosemary Radford Ruether and
Herman J. Ruether 5/89

Celebrating the peacemakers, Editorial; Jim
Lewis 11/89

Detention in El Salvador, Josie Beecher 1/89
Episcopal Peace Fellowship: Fifty years of

peacemaking, Mary H. Miller 11/89
Goal of 22-year-old treaty is 'no nukes,'

Gregory Bergman 10/89
Nicaragua: A people longing for peace, Ann

Robb Smith 10/89
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Nukes and metanoia in South Carolina,
Stanley Rich 11/89

Reflections from a prisoner's journal, Sam
Day 9/89

The dark night of tax resistance: Inviting the
IRS to dinner, Patricia Washbum 11/89

The witness of a remnant, William Stringfel-
low 11/89

Transformation of society is goal of activist,
Interview with Anne Rowthorn, Jim Lewis
11/89

Winning youth away from war, Jim Lewis
11/89

WITNESS consultant to prison, Mary Lou
Suhor 2/89

PRISONS
A little bit of light in the darkness, Helen

Woodson 2/89
Justice, not vengeance: Death row must go,

Joseph B. Ingle 11/89
Reflections from a prisoner's journal, Sam

Day 9/89
WITNESS consultant to prison, Mary Lou

Suhor 2/89

RACISM
Boycott makes apartheid unprofitable, Susan

E. Pierce 2/89
Church must combat stereotypes, Hobart M.

Banks 12/89
Confronting racism in Japan, Susan E. Pierce

1/89
In ghetto: Double standard prevails, Floyd

Naters-Gamarra 12/89
Notes from the Underground Church, Mal-

colm Boyd 2/89
Racism and the viral holocaust, Elsie Pilgrim

12/89
Requiem for a common man, an uncommon

bishop (John T. Walker), Mary Lou Suhor
11/89

Silent racism and the KKK, Scott Arnold 7-
8/89

The cultural crisis in education, Manning
Marable 3/89

'Victory is ours!' — Desmond Tutu, Susan
E. Pierce 7-8/89

Women of color address abortion issues,
Sabrae Yulonne Jenkins and Chung C.
Seto 6/89

Worship resources from South Africa, Anne
Hope (from Torch in the Night) 7-8/89

SOCIAL ACTION
A little bit of light in the darkness, Helen

Woodson 2/89
Activists salvage S&L 'bailout,' John H.

Burt 10/89
Boycott makes apartheid unprofitable, Susan

E. Pierce 2/89
From Bible study to civil disobedience,

Frank Eichenlaub 7-8/89
How ECPC invests in social change, Chris

Weiss 5/89
Notes from the Underground Church, Mal-

colm Boyd 2/89
Raising Lazarus: Can liberal churches grow?

Kittredge Cherry and James Mitulski 3/89
Reflections from a prisoner's journal, Sam

Day 9/89
Transformation of society is goal of activist,

Interview with Anne Rowthom, Jim Lewis
11/89

Winter of discontent in the coalfields, Susan
E. Pierce 12/89

WITNESS consultant to prison, Mary Lou
Suhor 2/89

THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION
AIDS and 'the survival of the fittest,' John

Snow 12/89
Bishops, buses and the Bible, William B.

Spofford 9/89
Chronos and kairos, Madeleine L'Engle 10/

89
Courageous Incarnation: A theology of inti-

macy, Fredrica Harris Thompsett 1/89
Episcopal parish hosts Matthew Fox's last

workshop, Shepherd Bliss 2/89
Justice, not vengeance: Death row must go,

Joseph B. Ingle 11/89
Of centers and margins, William McKinney

1/89
On the road to Jerusalem, Editorial; Mary

Lou Suhor 3/89
'Sweating' together for purification, Mark

Hulsether 5/89
The dark night of tax resistance: Inviting the

IRS to dinner, Patricia Washbum 11/89
The encounter of world religions, Owen Tho-

mas 3/89
The theology of imagination, Parker Ross-

man 10/89

U.S. GOVERNMENT/REPRESSION
An interview with Sarah Weddington, Jan

Nunley 9/89
Athens church joins 'overground railroad,'

Mary Lou Suhor 3/89
Battling unjust immigration laws, Aurora

Camacho de Schmidt 3/89
Justice, not vengeance: Death row must go,

Joseph B. Ingle 11/89
Planned Parenthood head calls on churches

to support choice, Interview with Faye
Wattleton by Elizabeth Maxwell 6/89

The dark night of tax resistance: Inviting the
IRS to dinner, Patricia Washbum 11/89

The making of a stacked Supreme Court,

Editorial; Martin Schram 9/89
The politics of AIDS, Barbara C. Harris 12/

89
The politics of reproduction, Interview with

Beverly Wildung Harrison by Mary Lou
Suhor 6/89

U.S. administration moves to disrupt Nicara-
guan elections, Susan E. Pierce 10/89

Winning youth away from war, Jim Lewis
11/89

WOMEN
A mother's silence, Robert Hirschfield 5/89
An interview with Sarah Weddington, Jan

Nunley 9/89
Barbara Harris: Bishop, Special Issue 4/89

(see contents under EPISCOPAL
CHURCH)

'Chicken kingdom' maiming workers, Kater-
ina Katsarka Whitley 2/89

Critical remembrances, Max Surjadinata 5/
89

Feminist missionary in Canterbury's court,
Susan E. Pierce 3/89

'I'd make the same decision again,' Eliza-
beth Maxwell

Men's privileges vs. women's rights, Faith
Evans 6/89

Planned Parenthood head calls on churches
to support choice, Interview with Faye
Wattleton by Elizabeth Maxwell 6/89

Reproductive freedom: a battle we cannot af-
ford to lose, Editorial; Katherine Hancock
Ragsdale, 6/89

Statement on Childbirth and Abortion of the
69th General Convention of the Episcopal
Church, July 1988,6/89

The Episcopal Church and abortion, Kather-
ine Hancock Ragsdale 6/89

The feminization of unions, Ruth Needleman
2/89

The making of a stacked Supreme Court,
Editorial; Martin Schram 9/89

The Philadelphia 11: Still prophets without
honor, Julie A. Wortman 7-8/89

The politics of reproduction. Interview with
Beverly Wildung Harrison by Mary Lou
Suhor 6/89

The Pope's lost battalions. Editorial; Monica
Furlong 1/89

Whither a luta continual Mary Lou Suhor 1/
89

Whose 'life' counts? Patricia Wilson-Kast-
ner 6/89

Women of color address abortion issues,
Sabrae Yulonne Jenkins and Chung C.
Seto 6/89

Women of the intifada, Katerina Katsarka
Whitley 5/89
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Please send me the follow-
ing:

• %A Priest Indeed' at $20
— a $5 saving.

• "My Story's On' at $7 -
a $2.50 saving.

• Both film and book for
$25 - a $7.50 saving.

(Prepaid orders only.)

Name

Address

City

State

Zip

Make check payable to:
The Episcopal Church Pub-
lishing Co., and mail to P.O.
Box 359, Ambler PA 19002.

Don't Miss This Special Offer!

Edited by Paula Ross. Berkeley. Cd.

Hear the voices of women mainstream
feminism too often overlooks. Read about
the retiring waitress who creates her own
IRA: the war in El Salvador through the eyes
of a small girl; a dialogue between Palestin-
ian and Jewish women; the Black woman
who takes on the Bank of America, and
wins. Fiction, poetry, essays by and about
working class, middle class women; Asian,
Black, Hispanic and White women; physi-
cally challenged, young, old and incarcer-
ated women. Lots more! 220 pages; 76
different contributors; 27 photos.

The powerful film story of how women made the
Episcopal Church whole. (1/2 inch VHS format.)

A half-hour docu-drama based on the ordination
of the first women priests in the Episcopal Church;
commissioned by the Episcopal Church Publishing
Co.

Winner of a silver medal from the International
Film and Television Festival of New York.

Appearances by Suzanne Hiatt, Barbara Harris,
Paul Washington, Carter Heyward, Robert L DeWitt
and Charles Willie, all key participants in the prece-
dent-shattering 1974 ceremony at the Church of
the Advocate in Philadelphia.

Priest Indeed'

Peggy Csrniglia/ldeal Image Inc.. in
title role

New reduced rates on both for big savings!

The Episcopal Church Publishing Company
P.O. Box 359
Ambler, Pennsylvania 19002
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