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Embracing a politics of place: the Penobscot watershed
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A national disregard for children
I WAS QUITE INTERESTED in the edito-
rial, "What's in a name?" in the April issue
and your mention of Deborah Cotton's group
that works with an alternative sentencing pro-
gram for first-time juvenile offenders. For the
last nine years I have volunteered with a
program called DECISIONS, which pairs
trained community volunteers with inmates
at the Tennessee Prison for Women. We use
a structured curriculum which teaches a five-
step decision-making process over eight
weeks.

About one and a half years ago we piloted
the program at the juvenile facility down the
street from the prison and are currently updat-
ing our curriculum to make it more appropri-
ate for use with teenagers. I'd like to be in
touch with Cotton to find out more about the
program with which she works.

Kathy Masulis
Nashville, TN

[Ed. note: Cotton's group is the Knox

Classifieds
Order of Jonathan Daniels

The Order of Jonathan Daniels is an
ecumenical religious order in the Anglican
tradition of Vowed and Oblate lay persons
of both genders, single, committed or
married, living and working in the world,
who are engaged in justice ministries.
Write: OJD, P.O. Box 8374, Richmond,
VA 23226 or <OrdJonDanl@aol.com>.

Episcopal Urban Interns

Work in social service, live in Christian
community in Los Angeles. For adults 21 -
30. Apply now for the 1999-2000 year.
Contact: The Rev. Gary Commins, 260
N. Locust St., Inglewood, CA 90301.310-
674-7700.

County chapter of Jump Start, a program
which Doug Sharlow helped found and now
directs. Write him c/o Kennebunk Police
Department, PO Box 247, Kennebunk, ME
04043 (phone is 207-985-6121).]

YOUR ARTICLE ABOUT Martha Overall
and her work (7W4/99) gave an added face to
us readers of Jonathan Kozol's Amazing
Grace. What she does is no less a work than
that of Mother Teresa's order in India. My
prayers are certainly with her. Thanks again
for the work you all do at The Witness.

Betsy Willis
Zionville, NC

Stringfellow book available

A Keeper of the Word, edited by Bill
Wylie-Kellermann, gleans the most
significant of William Stringfellow's work
including never-before-published
material. A Harlem street lawyer, social
activist, writerand theologian, Stringfellow
is enjoying new-found popularity among
Christians attracted to his commitment to
truth and justice in a corrupt and unjust
world. $15 including shipping/handling.
Checks/Visa/Mastercardto: The Witness,
7000 Michigan Ave., Detroit, Ml 48210; 1 -
800-300-0702.

Classifieds

Witness classifieds cost 75 cents a word
or$30 an inch, whichever is less. Deadline
is two months prior to publication.

HIV/AIDS: overcoming religious
barriers to prevention

SOME OF THE COMMENTS by writers in
the March Witness have continued to buzz
around in my brain. I am pleased that this
publication which early on tackled AIDS as a
public and theological issue has revisited it.

As a hospital chaplain, I began caring for
people with HIV when the first case was
diagnosed in my major medical center back in
the early 1980s, when terms like GRID and
ARC were common. For a while I saw all the
PWAs in my institution until after three or
four years there were too many for one chap-
lain to visit. I was one of the founders of
Boston's AIDS Action Pastoral Concerns
Committee, the Province I and the Diocese of
Massachusetts AIDS Task Forces, and an
AIDS educator and trainer of educators back
in the mid-1980s. I want to testify that there
were Christians, Episcopalians among them,
involved from the very start of AIDS care,
and that from those days we were "prevention
not judgment" oriented. Churches started from
zero knowledge and a lot of fear, and quite
quickly many sought education and began to
wrestle with the call of compassion over and
against their fear.

During the first five years of AIDS in
America, we began to talk of the impend-
ing devastation when HIV reached parts of
the world with no medical care or money
for condoms and education: parts of Africa
and Asia, in particular. In 1989 the down-
town church of which I had become rector
was involved in a clean needle exchange
and condom distribution. It was not just "a
few heroic exceptions" involved in AIDS
care and prevention — there were rooms
full of Christians, Unitarians and Jews from
the start, and I want to give public thanks
for them.

We have far to go still. I am now in
Missouri, and the rural areas outlying St.
Louis are still places where residents are
afraid to seek care from local doctors because
of the danger of violence and ostracism by
neighbors should their HIV status become
known. But many clergy and churches here
— not all, but many — welcome those living
with HIV, and provide tender care to them,
even while they still struggle uneasily with
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US- WAR Cf ATTRITION • « * ?

issues of homosexuality and drug addiction.
Progress is deep but uneven, but praise God
for all those good souls who have labored so
hard for a decade and a half and are still at
work.

Jennifer Phillips
St. Louis, MO

Cancel our subscription

PLEASE CANCEL. We are so disgusted
with the Episcopal Church, which is being
messed up by its ESA and Roman Catholic
wannabees.

Peter Tringham
Fort Worth, TX

Subscribing

THANK YOU FOR SENDING ME the Oc-

tober 1998 issue of The Witness on earth-
based spirituality. I have no idea how The
Witness came into my home. After letting it
alone for a while I opened it and after reading
some of the articles I knew I wanted to have
more. I am subscribing and also sending $3
for the back issue, "What to do with what you
don't believe."

Beulah Soliz
Lincoln Park, MI

Renewing

YOU'VE HEARD MANY TIMES that the
world really has to be falling 'round my ears
to keep me from reading each issue from first
to last page before I sleep on the day it comes!
Keep up the good work!

Elisabeth Rees
Ann Arbor, MI

WISHING YOU HAD
HELD ON TO THAT

OLD ISSUE OF
THE WITNESS?

Copies are still available for most
issues. To order a back issue,
send a check for $3.00 per copy
ordered to The Witness, 7000
Michigan Ave., Detroit, Ml
48210-2872. To charge your
back issue to Visa or
Mastercard, call (313) 841 -1967,
or fax (313) 841-1956.

THE WITNESS JUNE 1999

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 2

02
0.

 A
rc

hi
ve

s 
of

 th
e 

E
pi

sc
op

al
 C

hu
rc

h 
/ D

FM
S

.  
P

er
m

is
si

on
 re

qu
ire

d 
fo

r r
eu

se
 a

nd
 p

ub
lic

at
io

n.



Volume 82 • Number 6 • June 1999

Co-editor/publisher
Co-editor
Assistant Editor
Magazine Production
Book Review Editor
Poetry Editor
Controller
Development/marketing
Office Support

Julie A. Wortman
Jeanie Wylie-Kellermann

Marianne Arbogast
Maria Catalfio

Bill Wylie-Kellermann
Gloria House Manana

Roger Dage
WesTodd

Patricia Kolon, Martha Dage,
Beth O'Hara-Fisher, Mary Carter I

o Turning back to the river by
Murray Carpenter
The Penobscot River is the backbone
of a watershed nearly the size of
Massachusetts and Rhode Island
combined. The politics involved in its
protection link industry,
recreationalists, and a native people
fighting to regain the ability to fish it
for daily subsistence.

15 The bioregional vision: an
interview with Kirkpatrick Sale
by Julie A. Wortman
Sale reflects on the progress of the
bioregionalism movement since
publication of his classic manifesto
on the subject in 1985.

1 o Of prayer and compost
by Holly Lyman Antolini
An Episcopal priest responds to a call
to return to the land and a life of
quiet simplicity.

20 At the point of no return?
by Lisa Duchene
Maine's groundfish industry is
suffering from a sharp decline, part
of a worldwide fishing — and
ecological — crisis.

23 Bringing creation into the
church by Heidi Shott
Episcopalians in Maine have decided
it is time to bring a theological
perspective — and commitment — to
Maine's watershed politics.

The Witness offers a fresh and sometimes irreverent
view of our world, illuminated by faith, Scripture and
experience. Since 1917, The I/Wfoesshasbeen advo-
cating for those denied systemic power as well as
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response only when we are able to publish. Manu-
scripts will not be returned.

The editor whose editorial appears on page 5 crafted
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Embracing a politics (and
spirituality) of place
by Julie A. Wortman

W hen my partner Anne and I
moved to this beautiful
peninsula on the west edge

of Penobscot Bay, there were those
who behaved as if we were either
very irresponsible or crazy. At the
time, it is true, the explanations I
offered for our anything-but-precipi-
tous decision to abandon the rela-
tively secure known of metropolitan
Detroit for the downwardly mobile
unknown of Martinsville, Me.,
seemed woefully inadequate, even to
me. But, finally, after two years of
immersing myself in the rhythms of
the tides and seasons, working the
earth, walking the beaches and
kayaking among seals, I'm begin-
ning to have words forthe quest which
brought us here.

Quite simply, we longed to see if
we could begin living life from within
nature rather than apart from it, hop-
ing that if we could internalize the
metabolism of earth, sea and sky our
souls would find badly needed nour-
ishment. Depleted by social and cultural
pressure to keep ourselves informed about
— and appropriately responsive to —
every oppression, aggression and exploi-
tation taking place on this globe, we hoped
that by living very locally we might dis-
cover an activism scaled to the limits and
range of our energy and consciousness,
an activism that we'd find absorbing and
recreative rather than exhausting and

Morning walk, Martinsville, Me. Julie A. Wortman

Julie A. Wortman is co-editor/publisher of
The Witness, <julie@thewitness.org>.

dispiriting.
Aspirant "dwellers in the land" is what

writer/activist Kirkpatrick Sale would
have called Anne and me if he'd known
us as we plotted this move (for an inter-
view with Sale, see page 15). In his 1985
book of the same name, Sale writes: "In
The Interpreters, a book written at the
height of the Irish Revolution by the Irish
author known as AE, there is a passage in
which a group of prisoners, a disparate
lot, sit around discussing what the ideal
new world should look like. One of them,

a philosopher, advances the now-famil-
iar vision of a unitary world order with a
global, scientific, cosmopolitan culture.
Another, the poet Lavelle, argues fer-
vently against this conception, trying to
show that the more the world develops its
technological superstructure, the farther
it gets from its natural roots. 'If all wis-

dom was acquired from without,' he
says, 'it might be politic for us to
make our culture cosmopolitan. But I
believe our best wisdom does not
come from without, but arises in the
soul and is an emanation of the Earth
spirit, a voice speaking directly to us
dwellers in this land.'"

Our current world bespeaks the
triumph of the philosopher's vision,
but at disastrous environmental and
social cost. Relearning the wisdom
which comes from the earth, Sale
says, is the project of creating an
ecological world, which requires that
we create a society that thinks and
operates bioregionally. This issue of
The Witness, focused on the region of
the Penobscot River and Bay, offers
a glimpse into the implications of
such a perspective, since it is contra-
dictory to talk about bioregionalism
in the abstract.

But some simple, appealing prin-
ciples do apply. Instead of focusing
on national and world politics,
bioregionalism is a citizenship pri-

marily of one's region and local commu-
nity — a natural, comprehensible scale
that encourages rather than discourages
active participation. Instead of a focus on
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competitive, global eco-
nomics that rapidly de-
pletes natural resources,
the emphasis is on co-
operative, self-suffi-
cient and sustainable
strategies. Likewise, a
bioregional perspective
embraces nature's own
inclination towards di-
versity and decentral-
ized decision-making.

Not so simple is un-
learning the detachment
of the industrio-scien-
tific world view. What's
required, I'm finding,
is a discipline of paying
attention. So most ev-
ery day I walk an hour
in the woods and along
the shore, intent on no-
ticing the direction of
the wind, the status of
the tide, the flight of an
osprey or the course of a deer swimming
to a nearby island. I heed with anticipa-
tion our dogs' zealous stalking of beaver,
loons and seals, taking note, too, of the
surprising (and sometimes unpleasant)
array of natural artifacts they uncover. I
store away for future reference neigh-
bors' instructions on when and where to
successfully harvest fiddleheads or on
how to dry edible seaweed and which
kinds are best. At neap tide, from May to
November, I devote hours of single-
minded focus to measuring and describ-
ing juvenile lobsters for the Lobster Con-
servancy. And, finally, I'm monitoring
the progress of the moon across our night
sky in hopes of understanding its rela-
tionship to our seasons and tides.

I've been aware that this self-im-
posed practice of noticing the pecu-
liarities of this place has made me more
mindful in a variety of ways, just as

Pulling the Dory by Winslow Homer, c. 1880, Collection of the Farnsworth Art Museum, Bequest of Elizabeth
B. Noyce, 1977

bioregionalist theorists like Sale would
hope. I have been taking greater and
greater care about putting food on our
table that we've grown ourselves or
can obtain from local organic produc-
ers (we are participants in a coopera-
tive venture with several other house-
holds to grow a wide range of crops

We hoped that by living very

locally we might discover an

activism scaled to the limits

and range of our energy and

consciousness, an activism

that we 'dfind absorbing

and recreative rather than

exhausting and dispiriting.

that can supply us through the winter).
Threats to the quality and reliability of
our water supply have become regular
topics of discussion — and the reason
for attending community hearings and
meetings. And whenever I have the
choice, the goods and services I pur-
chase are ecologically responsible and
obtained from regional providers.

But most importantly, I can see, these
small commitments, along with the fierce
readiness I now feel to fight for the health
of the clam flat I can see from my bed-
room window, are flowing from — and
restoring — my sense of groundedness in
a larger life. Thus anchored, I've a re-
newed feeling of solidarity with this land,
sea and sky — and with all those who
understand creation as God's gift and
determine to live accordingly. This change
of heart alone, I'm very grateful to say,
was well worth the move. tm
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Flame-Heart
by Claude McKay

So much have I forgotten in ten years,
So much in ten brief years! I have forgot

What time the purple apples come to juice,
And what month brings the shy forget-me-not.

I have forgot the special, startling season
Of the pimento's flowering and fruiting;

What time of year the ground doves brown the fields
And fill the noonday with their curious fluting.

I have forgotten much, but still remember
The poinsettia's red, blood-red in warm December.

I still recall the honey-fever grass,
But cannot recollect the high days when

We rooted them out of the ping-wing path
To stop the mad bees in the rabbit pen.

I often try to think in what sweet month
The languid painted ladies used to dapple

The yellow by-road mazing from the main,
Sweet with the golden threads of the rose-apple.

I have forgotten — strange — but quite remember
The poinsettia's red, blood-red in warm December.

What weeks, what months, what time of the mild year
We cheated school to have our fling at tops?

What days our wine-thrilled bodies pulsed with joy
Feasting upon blackberries in the copse?

Oh some I know! I have embalmed the days,
Even the sacred moments when we played,

All innocent of passion, uncorrupt,
At noon and evening in the flame-heart's shade.

We were so happy, happy, I remember,
Beneath the poinsettia's red in warm December.

— from The Negro Caravan, ed. Sterling Brown, Citadel Press, N.Y., 1941
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Turning back to the river
by Murray Carpenter

A moose wades in a quiet cove, loons
yodel and brook trout sip mayflies
off the placid surface of Penobscot

Lake. Here in Maine's dense spruce and
fir forest, a mile from the border separat-
ing the U.S. and Canada, snowmelt and
rainfall gather into the bogs that become
the rivulets that become the brooks that
join to become Maine's largest river —
the Penobscot. Two hundred river-miles
south and east, after dropping more than
a thousand vertical feet, the river feeds
Penobscot Bay, among the richest
lobstering grounds in the world.

The Penobscot watershed is enormous,
nearly the size of Massachusetts and
Rhode Island combined. But Massachu-
setts and Rhode Island have more than 7
million residents — over 800 people per
square mile. The 8,600 square mile
Penobscot watershed has just 180,000
residents—less than 20 people per square
mile •— and the vast majority are concen-
trated in the lower watershed from Bangor
to the bay. The region is sparsely popu-
lated but it is not all pristine. Protecting
and restoring this heart-of-Maine water-
shed is a huge and exciting challenge that
is inspiring Mainers from the woods to
the sea.
A forest owned by paper companies
Penobscot Lake is surrounded by the vast,
sparsely populated working forest known
as the north woods. The country is wild,
dotted with lakes and ponds, buried in
deep snow in winter. It is the land of black

Murray Carpenter lives in Belfast, Me., and
writes for the Maine Times, an alternative
weekly. Photographer Jane Roundy lives in
Owls Head, Me., and Buffy Parker is a
photographer who lives in Stockton Springs,
Me.

bears and blackflies, the best wild brook
trout habitat in the country, and the sum-
mer home to over 20 species of nesting
warblers. Although the land is wild, most
is by no means wilderness. Nearly all of
Maine's north woods have been owned
by paper companies for over a century,
and the land is criss-crossed by thousands
of miles of logging roads (many built in
the last quarter century after down-river
log drives were phased out). Much of the
land is logged regularly and managed
intensely.

Public concern over timberlands man-

Thefate of the north woods

is uncertain, as corporations

are trading off parcels

of land like so many squares

on a Monopoly board. Well

over 15 percent of Maine's

total land area changed

hands in a series of land

deals in 1998 and early 1999.

agement reached a crescendo when a
referendum to ban clearcutting nearly
passed muster with Maine voters in 1996.
Referendum advocates said banning the
logging practice would better protect
wildlife habitat, lead to more sustainable
wood yields, and protect water quality in
the bogs, brooks and rivers that lace the
north woods. Clearcutting can harm wa-
ter quality by raising water temperature,
increasing turbidity and sedimentation,
and even changing water chemistry and
pH levels. Even small water quality im-

8 THE WITNESS

pacts on little north woods brooks are
significant when the same impacts are
being felt on hundreds of other brooks in
the watershed.

RESTORE: the North Woods
The fate of the north woods is uncer-
tain now, as corporations are trading
off parcels of land like so many squares
on a Monopoly board. Well over 15
percent of Maine's total land area
changed hands in a series of land deals
in 1998 and early 1999. Jym St. Pierre
wants to see the north woods Monopoly
board rearranged a bit. St. Pierre, a
former staffer for the state agency
charged with regulating the vast unin-
corporated area that comprises the north
woods, now works for RESTORE: the
North Woods. The non-profit group
wants to see much of the woods pro-
tected as a national park.

The Maine Woods National Park
would encompass 3.2 million acres, an
area larger than Connecticut. The park
would protect the headwaters of five major
Maine watersheds — the Allagash,
Aroostook, Kennebec, St. John and
Penobscot — so the boundaries of the
proposed park are not linear, they follow
watershed lines. The headwaters of these
rivers are so intertwined among a series
of high lakes that the waters from Telos
Lake in the Allagash drainage were once
diverted into the Penobscot drainage, in
order to float logs downriver without
paying a Canadian duty. St. Pierre is
well-aware of the area's importance as
the sponge from which the waters of five
rivers are wrung. "Everybody's downhill
from here," St. Pierre says.

St. Pierre hopes the high pace of land
sales in the north woods and the growing
interest in Maine's wildlands will lead to
more land being protected.

Sale of the century
"It really is the sale of the century," St.
Pierre says. "I think some of the owner-
ship changes we are seeing are going to
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Mount Katahdin

lead to more opportunities for public
ownership and protection."

These opportunities are already pan-
ning out. In late 1998 the Nature Con-
servancy spent $35 million to buy
185,000 acres, including 40 miles of
river frontage, in the upper St. John
River watershed. Two months later
Pingree Associates announced plans to
place an easement on 250,000 north
woods acres. In both cases the land will
continue to be logged, but develop-
ment is to be restricted and public ac-
cess forever guaranteed.

In March, Plum Creek Timber Com-
pany (which bought 905,000 acres of
Maine woodlands last year) offered
3,800 acres, including 65 miles of river
and lake frontage, to the state of Maine
for just over $5 million. Legislators are
hoping to pick up the tab from the
state's current $46 million budget sur-

plus. Meanwhile, two timber compa-
nies are trying to sell another 745,000
acres of Maine woodlands. As these
transactions proceed at a dizzying pace,
the legislature is scrambling to ready a
public lands acquisition bond that could
be as high as $100 million.

St. Pierre thinks protecting the north
woods is an urgent and exciting oppor-
tunity. "This is the last biggest unde-
veloped, unprotected place in the east-
ern U.S.," St. Pierre says. "It's our
generation that will be making those
decisions."

The brook turns river
Below Penobscot Lake, Penobscot
Brook tumbles into a wooded gorge,
and ripples over smooth, mossy granite
shields creating nature's own water
slides, perfect for swimmers to fanny-
slide into ice-cold plunge pools. Sev-
eral miles downstream it joins the South

Jane Roundy

Branch of the Penobscot River, and a
few miles further on picks up the North
Branch. The growing river feeds
Seboomook Lake, then emerges to flow
north and east as the West Branch of
the Penobscot.

By now the brook has become a
mighty river. When most people think
of the Penobscot, they see the picture-
postcard image of the West Branch as
it blasts frothing out of Ripogenus Dam,
thrashing, tumbling and brawling be-
neath the dramatic faces of Abol Moun-
tain and mile-high Mount Katahdin,
the highest point in Maine. Here the
river is a major recreational destina-
tion. Anglers are attracted by its repu-
tation as the best landlocked salmon
fishing in the country. And rafters by
the thousands bob down the class IV
rapids throughout the summer, brightly-
colored, adrenaline-charged crazies
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white-knuckling their paddles.
The north bank of the river here has

long been protected as Baxter State
Park, the legacy of Governor Percival
Baxter who spent years buying up over
200,000 acres of this high and wild
country with his own money, then do-
nated the park to the state. More recently
the state acquired 2,699 acres along the
south side of the river, and added the land
to the park. Even along this heavily used
recreational corridor, the big river and
high mountains retain much of the wild-
ness that attracted Henry David Thoreau,
and inspired his book The Maine Woods.

The industrial influence
Below Baxter, the West Branch tumbles
down to its confluence with the East
Branch just below the milltown of
Millinocket. The river changes character
here. From Millinocket to Bangor, the
river slows, broadens, and braids among
islands through mostly flat country. Here
the trout and salmon give way to warm
water fish such as smallmouth bass (not

native to the river, but long ago intro-
duced and now thriving), pumpkinseeds
and pickerel. Canoeing the river here is a
Huck Finn pleasure. Great blue herons
stalk green frogs in the shallows, snap-
ping turtles bask in the slow side chan-
nels, bald eagles soar overhead and bass
rise splashily along the edges of the chan-
nel.

There are a good many bass in the
river, but you might think twice about

While the pulp and paper

mills clearly produce

the bulk of the dioxin, the

source of the PCBs and the

mercury is less clear. Much

of the mercury may arrive in

polluted air from the midwest

that drifts over Maine.

eating them. Paper mills in Millinocket
give the Penobscot its first major dose of
directly discharged industrial wastewa-
ter. Downriver, the river also receives
effluent from mills at Lincoln, Old Town,
Brewer and Bucksport. More industrial
discharge flows to the river from a fac-
tory in South Orrington. The river also
catches effluent from 10 municipal waste-
water treatment plants between
Millinocket and Bucksport. Some of the
industrial wastewater contains traces of
dioxins — highly toxic by-products of
the chlorine bleaching process used in
some paper-making.

Following the discovery, in the early
1980s, that Maine's river waters showed
high dioxin levels, the state issued fish
consumption advisories. The current
warning for dioxins and PCBs (another
group of toxic chemicals) advises against
eating more than 12-24 freshwater fish
per year from the lower Penobscot River.
Additionally, all inland waters in the state
carry this fish consumption advisory for

A strategy to save and restore forests
Any strategy to protect forest
biodiversity and ensure the sustain-
able use of forest products would have
to contain reserves, low-impact for-
estry and demand reduction. All three
parts of this strategy work together for
forest protection. If one of them is
absent,this means that forests, wildlife
or people will be harmed either at
another location or at another time.

Reserves: We need wild, unmanaged
areas as a baseline against which to
measure our impacts and as a place to
allow and study natural processes and
forest dynamics. We need reserves to
ensure that all habitats and species are
protected — including ones that are
sensitive to human encroachment or
that require old growth. We also need

wild places for spiritual renewal.
Low-impact forestry: We need for-

est products. Wood can be a renewable
resource if forests are managed in a sus-
tainable manner. Obtaining wood prod-
ucts can cause less environmental harm

Logs piled up in Millinocket J.Wortman

than obtaining some wood substitutes.
Low-impact forestry strives to reduce the
known undesirable impacts so that after
the cutting is done, there is still a recog-

nizable and functional forest. Low-
impact forestry also ensures that for-
ests are not overcut — they can con-
tinue to grow in height, volume and
complexity.

Demand reduction: Demand re-
duction ensures that any local reduction
in cut, due to reserves or lower-impact
forestry, does not get translated into
greater environmental or social damage
elsewhere. Demandreductiondeals with
waste and inefficiency, but it must also
address the trend of unlimited growth of
consumption. One does not have to live
near the forests to participate in demand
reduction.

—Mitch Lansky, forest policy ana-
lyst and author of "Beyond the Beauty
Strip: Saving What's Left of Our For-
ests," in Maine Organic Farmer &
Gardener, March-May 1998
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mercury: "Pregnant women, nursing
mothers, women who plan to become
pregnant, and children less than 8 years
of age should NOT EAT warm water fish
species caught in any of Maine's inland
surface waters: consumption of cold wa-
ter fish species should be limited to one
meal per month."
Tracking toxins
While the pulp and
paper mills clearly
produce the bulk
of the dioxin, the
source of the PCB s
and the mercury is
less clear (with one
obvious excep-
tion, about which
more later). Much
of the mercury
may arrive in pol-
luted air from the
midwest that drifts
over Maine. It is
not just fish that
are affected by
these water pollut-
ants. Worse off are
the top-of-the-
food-chain ani-
mals that feed on

fish — the toxins become more concen-
trated as they move up the food chain. In
1996, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
said dioxins released in wastewater from
the Lincoln Pulp and Paper Company
were at least partially responsible for
reduced reproductive rates of bald eagles
nesting nearby. Even far downstream, in
Penobscot Bay, dioxin concentrations are
high enough to have prompted the state to
advise pregnant women not to eat the
tomalley (liver) of Penobscot Bay lob-
sters. The dioxins are clear evidence that
water pollutants don't respect political or
geographical boundaries. The river ties
us all together: Paper-making in Lincoln
taints lobsters below Bucksport, and

smokestacks in Ohio emit mercury that
poisons fish and loons in Maine.

In an effort to reduce dioxin emis-
sions, Maine mills are changing their
chlorine use, from elemental chlorine to
chlorine dioxide. According to Barry
Mower of Maine's Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection, the levels of dioxin

Government scientists and conservation groups have begun to enlist the aid of volunteers in
collecting data on water quality in the Penobscot River watershed. Here students from
Camden High School share their expertise with potential adult volunteers. i:,,ti\ Parker

in fish have dropped greatly over the past
few years, and things should continue to
improve. New state legislation will re-
quire fish below the dioxin-producing
mills to have no more dioxin than fish
above the mills by 2002.

"Concentrations are coming down,"
Mower says. "We're hopeful."

Many environmentalists, however,
would like to see chlorine phased out
entirely.

The Penobscot Nation:
fighting for subsistence

Perhaps no one is more aware of the
problems surrounding fish consump-
tion than John Banks, the Director of
the Natural Resources Department for

the Penobscot Indian Nation. The
Penobscots were traditionally subsis-
tence fishermen. Now they are advised
not to eat the fish that their forebears
ate for centuries. The Penobscot River
surrounds their reservation on Indian
Island near Old Town, and Banks won-
ders if the elevated cancer rates on

Indian Island are
related to the di-
oxin in the river.

The tribe has re-
cently become a for-
midable force in
Penobscot water-
shed issues, rein-
forcing the notion
that effective envi-
ronmental advo-
cacy springs from a
deeply rooted un-
derstanding of an
area.

"We know the
place intimately.
We've been here
since the ice age,"
Banks says.

Over the last de-
cade or so, Banks
says the tribe has

been more actively fighting for a cleaner
river. At least part of the fight will in-
volve cleaning up the sediments trapped
behind the many hydroelectric dams in
the river system. Toxins that would nor-
mally be flushed downstream with the
current instead settle out in the still wa-
ters behind the over 100 dams in the
watershed. Cleaning up the sediments
won't be easy, Banks says, because the
corporate river users "play the blame
game." The hydro dam operators say "we
don't pollute" while the paper mill own-
ers say, "it's not our fault" that there is a
dam preventing the river from flushing.
Even on the dam front, though, the
Penobscots won a major victory in 1998
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Traveling fish: a health index
There may be no better indicator of the
health of the Penobscot watershed than
the "diadromous" species which con-
verge here each spring — migratory
fish that spend part of their lives in
freshwater and part in saltwater. These
fish require more than good water qual-
ity in a single stretch of
river, they require entire
healthy ecosystems that
can cover thousands of
miles.

Any June morning
below the Veazie Dam a
salmon might swim past
a striped bass eating an
eel — the salmon just in
from the north Atlantic
wintering grounds near
Greenland, the striped
bass recently arrived
from its birthplace in the
ChesapeakeBay, and the
eel spawned in the Sar-
gasso Sea.

The Penobscot River
was once packed with
millions of migratory fish. The fish
supported the Penobscot tribe's sub-
sistence fishing for centuries, and many
Mainers depended on income from
commercial salmon, shad, alewife,
smelt and striped bass fishing through
the 1800s. Today the river is perhaps
best known for the hatchery-aug-
mented run of Atlantic salmon that
still supports sport fishing in the Bangor
area. Sadly, the salmon are now in
perilous decline, with Maine's few
remaining wild salmon now consid-
ered strong candidates for endangered
species status.

Before the great dam-building era
of the 19th century, the annual salmon

spawning runs likely numbered 40,000 to
75,000 and ranged far up both branches
of the river. The salmon runs tapered off
quickly after dams cut off most of their
spawning habitat. Now, despite massive
stocking efforts, the annual salmon run
has declined to 1,300 or so, down by half

A salmon angler fishing below Veazie Dam, the first obstruction to fish
passage on the Penobscot River Mumy Carpenter

Any June morning below the

Veazie Dam a salmon might

swim past a striped bass

eating an eel — the salmon

just in from the north Atlantic

wintering grounds near

Greenland, the striped bass

from its birthplace in the

Chesapeake Bay, and the eel

spawned in the Sargasso Sea.

in the last decade.
If salmon were once abundant in the

river, shad were super-abundant. Biolo-
gists estimate two million of the three-to-
seven pound fish spawned in the river
annually, ranging as far as 100 miles
above Bangor. Even after dams prevented
shad from reaching the best spawning
grounds, the commercial shad catch in

1902 was 731,000 pounds.
Precious few shad remain,
perhaps a thousand, maybe
less. Alewives and blueback
herring, smaller cousins of
the shad, once abounded in
the river, with alewife runs
estimated at 25 million an-
nually. In May 1827, one
seine haul in Bangor was re-
ported to have landed 7,000
shad and 100 barrels of ale-
wives. As with shad, an un-
certain low number of ale-
wives and bluebacks remain.
Rainbow smelt, small trout-
like fish which ascend rivers
to spawn in early spring,
have declined from their
pre-dam spawning runs of

up to five million fish. And sturgeon,
archaic behemoths growing to over 10
feet in length and 300 pounds, used to
return to the river each year, but are
now rarely seen.

The American eel has the opposite life
cycle from all the fish above. The eels are
spawned in the Sargasso Sea, then drift
north in the Gulf Stream. After over a
year they have turned into slender trans-
parent, two-inch-long elvers that ascend
Maine rivers. The males mature in the
lower reaches of the tidal rivers, and the
females ascend as much as a hundred
miles upstream, sometimes surmounting
dams by wriggling up the faces, or sliding
through streamside grasses after the rains.

m
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Eight to 17 years later, the eels, some
now four feet long, journey to the
Sargasso Sea (south of Bermuda and
east of the Bahamas), to spawn an-
other generation. A recently booming
elver netting industry (up until this
year, when the market took a nosedive,
elvers were sold for up to $300/pound
to markets in China and Japan, where
they are raised to adulthood and served
up for dinner) landed over 7,000
pounds of Maine elvers in 1997, a
number that likely represents over 18
million baby eels. But even the fisher-
men-sponsored Maine Elver Associa-
tion concedes the fishery is rapidly
being over-fished.

While most of the modern fish
runs are scarcely shadows of their
former abundance, there may be
some good news on the horizon.
Increasing numbers of striped bass
have been swimming in the
Penobscot over the past decade, and
salmon anglers often catch stripers
below the Veazie dam, where they
congregate in late May and June. In
the fall of 1998, a dam removed on
Souadabscook Stream, a large lower
Penobscot River tributary, opened
the 160 square-mile watershed to
migratory fish for the first time in
over 200 years. Within months of
the dam's breaching, at least one
pair of salmon spawned in the stream.
Shad may soon benefit from a resto-
ration program initiated by the
Penobscot Indian Nation and sev-
eral federal and state agencies. And
the energy company that recently
bought several large hydropower
dams in the lower Penobscot basin
has expressed interest in improving
lower river fish passage, long-de-
ferred by the previous owner.

— Murray Carpenter

when the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission nixed Bangor Hydro Elec-
tric Company's plans to build Basin Mills
dam, just north of Bangor. Among the
many concerns raised about the dam was
its impact on the river's imperiled Atlan-
tic salmon, which hold spiritual impor-
tance to the Penobscots.

As the Penobscots work to protect the
river they have gained many partners,
from fishing clubs to the Maine Council
of Churches. Banks says the Episcopal
Diocese of Maine formed a committee to
look at watershed issues and has been "a
very strong advocate of the tribe." Addi-
tionally, the tribe is one of five in the
country now working with the Environ-
mental Protection Agency to draft a wa-
tershed assessment and management
model. Overall, Banks thinks the future
of the river looks bright.

'T m very optimistic," Banks says. "I'm
very hopeful. Things are moving in the
right direction. There's a lot more educa-
tion."

The river wide
Below Old Town the river powers a
series of huge hydro-power dams, the
lowest spanning the river just north of
Bangor. From here to its mouth at
Penobscot Bay near Bucksport, the river
becomes a long estuary. Fresh and salt
water meet and mix here, churned by the
13-foot tides that extend above Bangor.
The river is broad and deep enough to
accommodate shipping, and barges regu-
larly bring oil to ports in Bangor and
Brewer. Here, too, the impacts of human
settlement are more apparent. Polluted
runoff from roads, shopping malls, and
new housing developments drift toward
the river.

The lower river also has another in-
dustrial heavy hitter: HoltraChem Manu-
facturing Company in South Orrington.
HoltraChem uses as much as 3,000 pounds
of mercury annually to manufacture chlo-
rine and other chemicals for the paper

industry. The plant has discharged ap-
proximately six pounds of mercury to the
river annually, released as much as 800
pounds up its smokestacks, and acciden-
tally spilled a hard-to-measure amount
into the river. Now the river sediments
below the plant are heavily contaminated.
A 1998 report by a Maine agency said:
"The upper Penobscot Estuary and River
at Orrington have mercury levels that
exceed — by orders of magnitude — any
others found in the state. In fact, the DEP
has been unable to find any areas in the
country with higher concentrations."

A bill passed by the state legislature
in 1998 requires the company to phase
out their mercury discharges to the
Penobscot, and reduce their airborne
mercury emissions by two thirds. And
in late 1998, the company broke ground
for a new brine containment system to
help prevent further spills to the river.

Still, the company draws fire. A
March demonstration targeted the in-
dustrial collusion of HoltraChem and
the paper mill in Lincoln. Demonstra-
tors briefly blocked the riverside rail-
road tracks in Costigan, between
Bangor and Millinocket, to bring at-
tention to the chlorine, caustic soda
and bleach riding the rails upstream
from HoltraChem to the mill.

Richard Stander was one of the pro-
testers. He lives within sight of
Penobscot Bay in Stockton Springs,
near the head of the bay. Stander has
been actively working to bring atten-
tion to the Penobscot watershed's
troubles since he realized the mercury
from HoltraChem was affecting the
water near his home, where mussels
show elevated mercury levels. "The
water comes down the river, takes a
right at the bay, and laps up on our
shores," Stander says.

Stander has helped to organize a
group called Friends of Stockton Har-
bor, which is working to protect the
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portion of the bay near his house. "We
want to understand this piece of the
watershed," Stander says. Now he and
his partner Nancy Galland are also try-
ing to use the existing municipal frame-
work to protect local water quality by
reviving the town's
long-dormant Conser-
vation Committee.
Stander says that al-
though the watershed is
dauntingly large, it is
all interconnected, and
it is important for ev-
eryone to work on their
own piece of the puzzle.
The river recovers

While the water qual-
ity challenges of the
river can paint a bleak
picture, all of this is
changing. Water qual-
ity, in general, is im-
proving. No longer is
the river viewed as a
convenient dumping
ground for waste and
trash. One of the most
popular eateries in
Bangor, a brew pub
called the Sea Dog
Tavern (in a building
where Penobscot
floodwaters once
flowed chest high),
now boasts of its
riverfront location.
Bangor is even devel-
oping a riverfront trail
system. A great testi-
mony to the river's re-
vival is the popular
P e n o b s c o t
Riverkeepers expedi-
tions. Since 1994, the Riverkeepers
have organized annual canoe trips from
the headwaters to the sea, sampling
water quality, teaching students and

learning about the river on the way.
Another emblem of growing love of

the river is the annual Penobscot River
Festival in Bucksport, where school
kids and millworkers, greenies and
grannies, gather at a beautiful water-

front park in the shadow of the Cham-
pion mill to celebrate the river that ties
them together. Cheri Domina, who
works for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife

Service helping to restore Penobscot
salmon runs, has been one of the
festival's organizers since its incep-
tion in 1996. The festival was the brain-
child of one of her colleagues who
knew that salmon require a healthy

watershed, and recog-
nized the need for more
education. "I think a lot
of people take the river
for granted. We drive
by it everyday and just
see its shiny surface,"
Domina says. "It is re-
ally exciting when you
think about what's go-
ing on beneath the sur-
face."

Domina has con-
veyed her excitement to
the hundreds of school
children who visit the
festival annually to
learn about the river,
the dams and the fish.
Attendance has grown
steadily since the first
700 children toured the
festival in 1996 —
Domina expects 2,000
to attend in 1999. After
this year 's festival
4,500 students will
have attended, one out
of every 40 people in
the watershed.

Domina says people
used to turn their backs
to the river and build-
ings faced away from
the waterway, but all
that is changing, and
riverfront parks like
Bucksport's are more

popular than ever. "We've come so far
with it!" Domina says. "People are ex-
cited to see the river. People are turn-
ing back to it." ESI
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The bioregional vision:
an interview with Kirkpatrick Sale
by Julie A. Wortman
In 1985, Kirkpatrick Sale's Dwellers in
the Land: The Bioregional Vision (Sierra
Club Books) put forward the philosophy
and rationale for bioregionalism. In it he
wrote: "I have been led to this consider-
ation of the shape of the bioregional
vision, inevitably as it were, by the trajec-
tory of my previous work: on American
radicalism, on American regionalism, on
the abject failure of American giantism.
It expresses for me not merely the newest
and most comprehensive form of the ide-
als of decentralism, participation, lib-
eration, mutualism and community that I
have expounded in all that work—but, as
it stems from the most elemental percep-
tion of the crises of the planet, the ideals
of ecological sanity, regional conscious-
ness, speciate humility and global sur-
vival. It is for me, therefore, not merely a
new way of envisioning and enacting a
very old American ideal, but also a cru-
cial, and perhaps virtually the only pos-
sible, means of arresting the impending
ecological apocalypse."

Sale is a contributing editor of The
Nation and the author of many books,
including Rebels Against the Future: The
Luddites and Their War on the Industrial
Revolution (Addison-Wesley, 1995).

Julie A. Wortman: Have you seen any
indication that the bioregional vision has
been taking root since Dwellers in the
Land was first published in 1985?

Julie A. Wortman is co-editor/publisher of
The Witness, <julie@thewitness.org>.
Photographer Bully Parker lives in Stockton
Springs, Me. Planet Drum can be reached at
Box 31251, San Francisco, CA 94131.

Kirkpatrick Sale: In some respects the
movement has remained fairly static. The
main means of communication is Planet
Drum, which continues to send out a
publication three or four times a year
from California, and there are still bian-
nual congresses that are held. But I don't
detect any real momentum there. It tends
to be a lot of the same people over and
over again.

However, at the same time, the idea of
bioregion has taken hold in lots of places.
People are talking about it and mapping
their own bioregions. The latest thing I
got was a map from somebody in the U.S.
Forest Service who had done a highly
scientific designation of North America
by bioregions. And I've noticed that for
the academic geographer bioregions have
become a familiar concept. So it's had
that kind of official recognition and I

The basic understandings of

ecology have not generally

been part of progressive

politics. Environmentalism

is seen as a matter for the

Sierra Club. But I'm finding

progressive politics rather

vacant these days —

progressives think largely in

terms of electoral politics and

government as solutions.

keep hearing about people who have or-
ganized themselves into bioregional
groups or who have had college projects
of mapping out their bioregion. And New
Society Publishers has also been putting
out a series of books on bioregionalism
—they published Dwellers in the Land in
1987 after Sierra Club dropped it. In that
series there's a useful book by Douglas
Aberley called Boundaries of Home
(1993) on mapping your bioregion [see
TW10/95].
J.W.: The ideals that you talk about in
Dwellers in the Land—decentralism, par-
ticipation, liberation, mutualism and com-
munity — seem to be ideals that are much
more possible to realize by focusing in on
the local. But so many people in the pro-
gressive community tend to focus on glo-
bal politics.Do you encounter progressives
who are changing their focus?
K.S.: Well, I don't know. I happen to be
involved with a group of people who are
concerning themselves with anti-
globalism, so I know that that's an active
sentiment. The trouble is that there are
not enough people in that grouping who
are talking about localism as the opposite
of globalism, as the alternate way to orga-
nize the world, since globalism is going
to be so destructive.

The basic understandings of ecology
have not generally been part of progres-
sive politics. Environmentalism is seen
as a matter for the Sierra Club. But I'm
finding progressive politics rather vacant
these days — progressives think largely
in terms of electoral politics and govern-
ment as solutions.

But once you start thinking in terms of
the local, then you are pointing in the
direction of thinking bioregionally.
J.W.: Would the Community Food Se-
curity movement qualify as
bioregionalist?
K.S.: Well, there's quite a number of
groups doing food work and community-
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supported agriculture. These are local
ways of operating that don't necessarily
call themselves bioregional, but which in
fact are acting out the principles of
bioregionalism. Another connection is
through the simple living movement,
which obviously overlaps with the com-
munity agriculture and local food-grow-
ing movements as well. And, again, that
represents the direction towards self-suf-
ficiency to which bioregionalism points.

I should note that I am part of the group
that has finally established an indepen-
dent organization to keep the ideas of
back-to-the-land movement pioneers
Scott and Helen Nearing alive [TW 9/92.
We've taken their home, Forest Farm, in
Harborside, Me., and established the Good
Life Center [named after their best-known
book, Living the Good Life: How to Live
Sanely and Simply in a Troubled World
(Schocken Books)]. We are raising funds
and publishing their material and mate-
rial about them. Many of the people in-
volved with the Good Life Center think in
terms of bioregions and use that rubric to
describe what they're doing.
J.W.: You say in Dwellers in the Land
that there are plenty of people who are
focusing in on very specific topics—like
water quality — but who know they have
to be part of a larger effort. Is the Green
Party trying to work that sort of coalition?
K.S.: It would be hard for me to say. The
last I looked at the Green Party in New
York City — I live only 60 miles from
Manhattan, in Cold Spring, N.Y. —there
was no understanding of ecology, much
less bioregionalism. And the people who
ran for office here in this county were
running on essentially an anti-develop-
ment platform. I would bet they would
mostly know the word bioregional, but I
don't think that that formed a big part of
their approach. The Green Party — with
which I was involved for the first six or
seven years—has been a disappointment
in that regard because it has tried to be a

kind of a left-liberal catchall. And so, in
spite of the name of the party, the envi-
ronmental part of that has never been a
big component.
J.W.: What do you think it's important
for the average person who's at least
superficially attracted to bioregionalism
to understand about it? What's the piece
of work they need to do in order to "get"
what bioregionalism is?

Corporations are antithetical

and hostile to the idea

of bioregionalism, not only

because they don't like to

operate at that scale, but also

because it emphasizes local

self-sufficiency. And of course

self-sufficiency is anathema

to capitalism, which has to

have increasingly wider and

open markets to survive.

IT IS NOT DIFFICULT to imagine the
alternative to the [ecological and so-
cial] peril the industrio-scientific para-
digm has placed us in. It is simply to
become "dwellers in the land."... Butto
become dwellers in the land, to come to
know the earth fully and honestly, the
crucial and perhaps only and all-en-
compassing task is to understand place,
the immediate specific place where we
live. The kinds of soils and rocks under
our feet; the source of the waters we
drink; the meaning of the different kinds
of winds; the common insects, birds,
mammals, plants and trees; the particu-
lar cycles of the seasons; the times to
plant and harvest and forage — these
are the things that are necessary to know.

K.S.: Well, where does your water come
from? That's the first understanding to
get — to understand that it comes from
someplace and goes someplace and that
you are a part of it and that anything you
do to harm it will be harming you and
others. That gets you thinking about sew-
age and garbage and agricultural run-off.
And next you begin to understand what a
healthy ecosystem is at a bioregional level.
I mean, the way to "get" bioregionalism
is to think about water.

Water is going to be an increasingly
serious issue as the water systems in-
creasingly get fouled. On the Hudson,
where I am, the river is a good deal
cleaner than it used to be and the worst of
the superfund sites have been — or at
least claim to have been — cleaned up.
And there are sewage treatment plants
everywhere up and down the river now
which there weren't 20 years ago. So
something has been done, but it's been
done because people began to understand
that they were killing the river. But even
so there are PCBs in the river that are
never going to be removed.
J.W.: The way corporations operate

The limits of its resources; the carrying
capacities of its lands and waters; the
places where it must not be stressed;
the places where its bounties can best
be developed; the treasures it holds and
the treasures it withholds — these are
the things that must be understood.
And the cultures of the people, of the
populations native to the land and of
those who have grown up with it, the
human social and economic arrange-
ments shaped by and adapted to the
geomorphic ones, in both urban and
rural settings — these are the things
that must be appreciated.

That, in essence, is bioregionalism.
—Kirkpatrick Sale, Dwellers in the

Land: The Bioregional Vision, 1985

16 THE WITNESS JUNE 1999

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 2

02
0.

 A
rc

hi
ve

s 
of

 th
e 

E
pi

sc
op

al
 C

hu
rc

h 
/ D

FM
S

.  
P

er
m

is
si

on
 re

qu
ire

d 
fo

r r
eu

se
 a

nd
 p

ub
lic

at
io

n.



seems so contradictory to a bioregional
perspective — do you have a perspective
on standing up to them?
K.S.: You're quite right that corpora-
tions are antithetical and hostile to the
idea of bioregionalism, not only because
they don't like to operate at that scale, but
also because it emphasizes local self-
sufficiency. And of course self-suffi-
ciency is anathema to capi-
talism, which has to have
increasingly wider and
open markets to survive.
But as corporations gain
more power, they repre-
sent a greater and greater
threat to any successful op-
erations on a bioregional
level — which only goes
to suggest that the various
groups that are working to
limit corporate power
make the most sense. Such
groups are consciously
trying to get state legisla-
tures — which incorpo-
rate corporations — to
exercise their powers to
limit and control corpora-
tions. But this whole vol-
untary simplicity move-
ment is also inherently
anti-corporate, as is the
community-supported agriculture move-
ment.

J.W.: And I suppose the focus on water
that you suggest would be a good way to
begin trying get at corporate practices?
K.S.: Well, yes. Corporate agribusiness,
for example, is a major polluter of water
and a major user of water. But corpora-
tions being what they are, and the eco-
nomic system being what it is, I don't see
that trying to get them to change is prob-
ably a very fruitful way to go. Better the
idea of withdrawing from corporate in-
fluence —that is to say, living simply and
locally.

J.W.: Are you aware of any international
coalition building around bioregionalism?
K.S.: Yes. Peter Berg and the people at
Planet Drum have taken that on as a kind
of mission and there are bioregional
groups in Japan. In fact the opposition to
what the Olympics did there to destroy
the ecosystem of that particular valley
where the winter games were held was

Naturalist and Maine Guide Tom Seymour shares his expertise on local
edible and medicinal plants with participants in the Penobscot Bay Marine
Volunteers program, an effort sponsored by a partnership of state
government and several non-profit organizations to cultivate local
knowledge of the bay 's marine ecology. Behind the volunteers, across the
water is the General Alum complex, a chemical plant whose alleged
negative impact on the bay 's water quality has been a mat ter of contention
with local conservation advocates. Buny Parkei

led by people who were explicitly
bioregional.
J.W.: Dwellers in the Land seems to very
clearly state the case for bioregionalism,
but I'm wondering if you've changed or
adjusted any of the views that are con-
tained in it over the past 15 years?
K.S.: I don't think so. I used it recently in
teaching a course in England and it stood
up pretty well. If anything, I think it's
going to be more and more relevant. I
think it will be especially relevant when
this global system collapses.
J.W.: Are you seeing that coming soon?
K.S.: Well, I have predicted that it will

occur by 2020, by which time we will
need books like that one and others by
people who have been in the bioregional
movement as guidelines for how to re-
make our life when it is no longer domi-
nated by corporations and massive gov-
ernments.
J.W.: Will those governments and cor-
porations collapse because of having just

used up resources?
K.S.: Partly that, but also
the ecological disasters that
will go along with that —
from global warming to new
diseases, to ozone layers
vanishing and water drying
up and forests being cut.
The combination of those
continuing crises will pro-
duce connected and mul-
tiple disasters.
J.W.: I guess Y2K is be-
coming a kind of warning
bell for some people?
K.S.: Well, yeah, it is an
expression of people's
doubts and fears about this
technology around us. But
it's also being used oppor-
tunistically by people who
want to raise issues of com-
munity and self-help and
the like.

J.W.: Is that contrary to a bioregional
perspective?
K.S.: Not at all, it's quite consistent. I'm
just a little cynical about taking Y2K as
the reason for doing this kind of organiz-
ing, since I don't believe that in fact all
that much is going to happen when Janu-
ary comes around.
J.W.: But the ecological disaster is
coming?
K.S.: Yes, that is going to come and I
don't see any means of halting it, at least
as long as corporations remain as power-
ful as they are. They will sow their own
destruction, it seems quite clear to me.
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J.W.:You say that bioregionalism taps a
deeper wisdom that comes from the
earth. And there are a lot of people
yearning for a more grounded spiritual
life. Do you think people will begin to
shift to a bioregional perspective out of
a simple desire to become more spiritu-
ally grounded?
K.S.: Well, I would say that maybe
what I underplayed in Dwellers in the
Land was the necessity for a spiritual
basis for one's identity with the earth.
In fact, I think if there's going to be any
successful lives for us or even success-
ful resistance to the corporate on-
slaught, it will come from people who
have a spiritual identity with the earth.

That, of course, inevitably leads to a
bioregional understanding. But F m not
sure how many people who are search-
ing for spiritual answers are going in
the direction of nature and the earth, as
they ought to.
J.W.: I was really taken by your ob-
servation about how indigenous
people sort themselves out tribally in
a kind of bioregional way. So you
can look at the tribes and where they
are located and it pretty much fol-
lows bioregions. It seems to me that
that would suggest that there is a real
good reason for a person with a
bioregional perspective to make alli-
ances with native people.
K.S.: That has always been an impor-
tant part of the bioregional movement.
A good percentage of native people
still retain perceptions out of their tribal
experience that are identical with
bioregionalism, though of course they
use other words to describe it.

What I would say to progressives is
that what you've left out of your poli-
tics all along is a spiritual understand-
ing. And the spiritual understanding
we ought to have is connected to that of
the native populations, for whom the
earth was a sacred goddess. JSSk

Of prayer and compost
by Holly Lyman Antolini

"Be All You Can Be!" dares the
Army advertisement. "What an ap-
propriate motto for the late 20th
century in the U.S.!," I think to
myself. Implicit in the message:
grab all you can grab; don't let
anyone stand in the way of your
maximum potential for success;
focus your energy on your own
accomplishment.

I look out my window at the
view of our farm, worn gently into
my mind by long familiarity. Balm
of Gilead trees, shattered with age
and warmed with lichen, cut the
sweep of meadow. Wind tosses the
March snow, shimmering, into the
sun struck air. In the distance, be-
yond the leafless alder thicket, the
river flashes. "Be all you can be."
Now the voice is coming to me, not
as the strident ad's challenge to
some grandiose "self-actualiza-
tion," but in the "still, small voice"
which comes to us only in the wil-
derness, after the trappings of iden-
tity and security have been stripped
away from us and our souls have
been bared as the wind is now bar-
ing the meadow of snow. In that
raw simplicity, the small voice
woos us into trusting a potential
which is to be life-giving not just
to ourselves but to all of God's

Holly Lyman Antolini is an Episcopal
priest who lives in Cushing, Me.,
<hantolin@mint.net>. Artist Eric Hopkins
lives in North Haven, Me. More of his work
can be seen at <www.erichopkins.com>.

creation. It is a potential which may
in fact demand the sacrifice of our
own most obvious accumulation, suc-
cess or accomplishment for its real-
ization. "Be all you can be," by way
of the Cross.

Unlike Abram and the Israelites, I
have not had to travel far to find
myself in the wilderness. The wil-
derness is my home: 66 acres of
meadow and woodland on the St.
George River in Cushing, Maine. I
share it with my husband, two teen-
aged daughters, two dogs and a cat,
not to mention an "honorary grand-
father" whose home resides on our
lower meadow. For the last six years,
I have traveled away from it to serve
a tiny congregation further up the
coast, spending two and three days
away weekly. In the press and shuffle
of keeping up with that ministry and
family and our local school board,
the farm dropped into the back-
ground, a mere setting for all the
scurrying around.

It wasn't until my sabbatical last
fall, in the midst of a quiet moment
under the oaks of the 6th century
monastery of St. Kevin in
Glendalough, Ireland, that the call of
the still, small voice made itself
heard. "Come back to the farm," said
the voice, "It was given to you as a
gift of ministry. Stay in it and pray in
it. Learn whatever it can teach you
about God and about your own hu-
manity, about what is necessary for
life and health and well-being and
what is not. Cultivate food on its
meadowland, using the organic re-
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sources the land offers. Cultivate its
woodlot as a sustainable energy
source. Look for other ways to pro-
duce your own energy. Your family
and your farm
are essential to
your vocation.
Ask them what
life you may
need to lose in
order to save
life, and find in
them the grace to
offer it. Be still
there, and know
that I am God.
Compost your
life!"

This was a
startling call. To
answer it meant
moving "off the
p r o f e s s i o n a l
grid" in the sense • ^ ^ M ^ M i
of the "be all you Waub Clouds by Eric
can be" of ordained, parochial ministry
in the Episcopal Church. No Church
Pension Fund increase! No salary (and
a third less family income)! No "preach-
ing station!"

Yet St. Kevin himself set the ex-
ample, his ministry at Glendalough
beginning, so the legend says, with
two years spent in silent prayer in a
cave set high above the river on the
north side of the valley. And so much
about this call made sense. How long
have I preached about the call to
"lose" some of our material excesses
in order to regain a sense of propor-
tion in our relationships both in the
human community and its surround-
ing community of nature? And how
long have I twisted in discomfort as
I did so, knowing that I had not dared
substantially to undertake what I was

recommending, and worse, know-
ing that I was dreading the loss of
prerogatives that forfeiture seemed
bound to include? Now the Holy
Spirit was insisting: "Don't just

Hopkins, 9/1995

preach this word; LIVE it."
There are other Christian prece-

dents for this kind of call. In the
Russian Orthodox Church, folk have
long been called into poust'inya, a
ministry in which they retreat into
the woods to grow their own pota-

In the Russian Orthodox

Church, folk have long been

called into poustmya, a min-

istry in which they retreat

into the woods to grow their

own potatoes and pray, as the

term, which means "desert"

or "wilderness," suggests.

toes and pray, as the term, which
means "desert" or "wilderness," sug-
gests. Gradually, word of their pres-
ence gets around and others seek out

the pousfinniki
for spiritual
counsel. The
pousfinnik'sisa
life of quiet sim-
plicity, not the
ordered, vowed,
communal life
of the monaster-
ies of the West-
ern Church.
Might this call
be to a
poust'inya (in-
cluding family
and com-
puter!)?

There is
nothing very
novel in all this.
Many before me

have sought to live simply, faith-
fully, devoting themselves to prayer.
Many have sought to develop an
environmentally sustainable style of
life. Many have realized that their
relationship with God is mediated to
them crucially through their rela-
tionships with neighbors, and not
just human neighbors but all living
neighbors. As I prepare to leave my
ministry at St. Brendan the Naviga-
tor, Stonington, in early June to be-
gin this poust'inya of prayer and com-
post, I am grateful for the many
other "saints" who have gone this
way before me, and are traveling
this way now, and whose wisdom
will enrich and uphold me. May we
all grow more faithful to the still,
small voice, and learn to "be all we
can be," for the world's sake. ES3
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At the point of no return?
by Lisa Duchene

~T~\ uilding a good fishing net is a
| \ mysterious art in motion, much

~^~^ like spinning a spider's web.
There are little parts and pieces that
each do a specific task in scooping fish
off the bottom of the sea floor. If it's
done wrong, the catch will be off, or
the net may dig into the bottom deeper
than it should.

"You've got to be able to imagine the
net on the bottom of the ocean and what
each section looks like," said Lendall
Alexander, Jr., a third generation fisher-
man from a tiny Maine fishing village
called Cundy's Harbor.

Alexander learned how the net works
from his father and from other mentors on
the sea. As he grew up, he never wanted
to do anything else but fish. But during
his lifetime the fishing way of life has
changed so dramatically that his boys —
Duane, 15 and Levi, 11 — may never
need to know how a net is built.

Less than 25 years ago, the govern-
ment encouraged the New England fish-
ing fleet to power up. It did. Fishermen
became very good at catching large
amounts of fish and now the stocks of
groundfish such as cod and flounders
are crashing. There is no relief in sight,
just more dismal news from scientists
and more rules for fishermen.

It's not clear exactly when the bal-
ance of the sea began to get out of
whack, but this is the generation of
fishermen paying up and facing the
loss of their way of life.

"The sea is covered with fishes,"

Lisa Duchene lives in Phippsburg, Me.,
<Lisa_Duchene @ coconetme.org>.

Giovanni Caboto, an Italian sailor, re-
portedly said of the Gulf of Maine just
five years after Columbus' first voyage.
There were so many codfish that the
earlier generations of fishermen would
row out in dories, never losing sight of
land, and haul nets full of codfish into
their boats by hand.

Today, at Vessel Services, Inc., a com-
mercial fishing supply company in Port-
land, Me., there is a quote taped onto the
cash register: "Will the last fisherman to
leave the Gulf of Maine please shut out
the light?"

Most fishing off New England takes
place within about 200 miles of the coast,
between the shore and the Continental
Shelf. When the glaciers pulled away,
they carved the sea floor of the Gulf of
Maine into basins, valleys, ledges, ridges
and underwater islands. That makes for
many different kinds of bottom and many
different areas for fish to live.

There are huge tides in the Gulf of
Maine that mix up the sea and spread
nutrients around the water column,
making for a strong first step in the
food chain. But from the beginning,
people have changed the gulf — by
changing the mix of species by fishing
out ones that are commercially impor-
tant over centuries; by changing the
sea floor through trawling.

The decline occurring now goes back
to the 19th century at least, according
to Peter Foster Larsen of the Bigelow
Laboratory for Ocean Sciences in
Boothbay Harbor, Me. It's not the first
time people have fished a species to the
brink of where it can no longer support
an industry, he says. First it was hali-

but, then it was redfish, river herring,
striped bass. So in one respect the
groundfish crisis is only the latest in a
series.

But there are two factors that make
this crisis different: First, the govern-
ment is now mandated to protect fish
stocks. Second, this problem is part of
a worldwide fishing crisis — there
aren't many new species anywhere to
which fishermen can turn. Almost two-
thirds of the world' s 200 commercially
important stocks have been either over-
fished or fished to the edge of what
they can bear, according to a 1997
statement from the United Nations Food
and Agriculture Organization.

In the 1960s and early 1970s, huge
factory trawlers — the name for ships
that drag nets along the sea floor to
catch fish — from the then-Soviet
Union and Eastern European countries
discovered these rich fishing grounds
off the coast of New England. They
would come so close you could see
them from shore.

In 1976, Congress passed the

NEARLY EVERY ASPECT of the
Gulf of Maine, from the status of
specific stocks to the prognosis for
an entire sea, is dogged by such
descriptives as puzzling, poorly
understood, mystifying.

Despite the uncertainty, a few
things are clear: The arms race in
fishing technology has reached the
point of mutually assured destruc-
tion; the distrust between fisher-
men and fisheries managers has
bred disaster; the hunting and gath-
ering techniques that for centuries
allowed this small body of water to
feeda region cannotfeed the world.

— editorial, Bangor Daily
News, 8/29/98
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Magnuson Act that established a 200-
mile limit and put regional fish coun-
cils in charge of making sure stocks
were properly managed. Foreign boats
were booted outside that line.

Scientists say that their studies offish
populations show that change. The index
that indicates the general abundance of
groundfish dropped by almost 70 percent
between 1963 and 1974, "reflecting sub-
stantial increases in exploitation associ-
ated with the advent of distant-water
fleets," wrote Steven Murawski and Frank
Almeida in a 1998 report on the status of
fish stocks off the Northeastern U.S.

The fish stocks recovered in the mid to
late-1970s. But the American fleet was
building up — the government was offer-
ing tax incentives for fishermen to buy
bigger and better boats.

For years scientists warned fish man-
agers that they were allowing too much
fishing on the stocks. But the regional
councils were unable to make tough po-
litical decisions.

Add to that the understanding and com-
munication gap between scientists and
fishermen. The two groups don't even
have the same names for fish: a slimy,
brown fatty fish with mouth so big it can
swallow a basketball is called a
"goosefish" aboard a scientific vessel and
a "monkfish" aboard a commercial boat.

In the early 1990s an environmental
group forced the government's hand
when it sued it for failing to prevent
overfishing. The consent decree from
the lawsuit led to a set of rules that cut
fishing in half.

Then, as stocks continued to de-
cline, the government began putting
tougher and tougher measures in place.
In the early 1990s, there were no re-
strictions on fishing days. Now, most
fishermen are limited to 88 days of
fishing each year. The government has

also stepped in and bought fishing ves-
sels, closed huge portions of the Gulf
of Maine and Georges Bank and estab-
lished daily limits on how much fish
boats can catch.

Last December, fishery managers
realized that the fleet was way ahead of

Less than 25 years ago, the

government encouraged the

New England fishing fleet to

power up. It did. Fishermen

became very good at catching

large amounts offish and

now the stocks of groundfish

such as cod and flounders are

crashing. There is no relief in

sight, just more dismal news

from scientists and more

rules for fishermen.

schedule on catching the fishing year's
quota of cod, while scientists reported
that the cod population was at its low-
est in 30 years. Managers decided to
cut the cod catch by 80 percent. The
New England Fishery Management
Council cut the daily cod catch from
400 pounds to 200 pounds and closed
new sections of the sea to fishing. There
is also now a proposal to cut that daily
catch even more and to require boats to
tie up for a month at a time.

Fisherman Charles Saunders thinks
it is just a matter of time before crash-
ing stocks and more new rules force
him out of the Gulf of Maine, so he has
started to fish parts of Georges Bank.
The difference? About a 20-hour com-

mute — a steam of 100 miles aboard
his 70-foot dragger, the Mary Ellen —
before he even sets a net.

He also thinks it's just a matter of time
before the fishermen are written off en-
tirely. "They'd like to color us gone," he
says grimly.

Once, there was talk of breeding cod in
hatcheries and releasing them to the wild.
But the fry were dying mysteriously. A
scientist's study revealed a nutritional
problem, but by the time the riddle was
solved, says Saunders, who was then
head of the Maine Fishermen's Coopera-
tive Association, the backers of the project
had lost interest.

What seems clear is that the marine
ecosystem is changing. Last summer, state
marine scientists who study the shrimp
stocks began noticing a drop in water
temperature.

Pollution is also part of the picture
— non-point pollutions from spilled
oil, air emissions and lawn fertilizers,
but also pollution from specific points
such as paper mills. Dioxin levels have
been so high in Maine rivers that there
are warnings on consuming too much
freshwater fish. The effects of dioxin
on marine fish have still to be studied.

The impact of lobstering may also
be significant, Saunders says. "We're
involved on this coast in a massive
aquaculture effort to raise lobsters but
in the process we're biologically load-
ing the bays that would otherwise be
nursery sanctuaries for the fish."

Saunders realizes this way of life is
slipping away. Between cuts to days at
sea and government boat buybacks, a
form of "attrition" has taken a lot of
power out of the New England fishing
fleet. It used to be that on a fishing trip
into the gulf he would see boats all the
time. Now, he can go days without seeing
any boats. Ed
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Nonviolence training needed
in schools
In the wake of the school violence in
Littleton, Colo., the Fellowship of
Reconciliation joined Creative Response
to Conflict (a school conflict resolution
program) in calling for national
implementation of peace education and
conflict resolution in every school and
community in the U.S.

According to Priscilla Prutzman of
Creative Response to Conflict, conflict
resolution skills include "learning
communication skills, cooperation, learning
to appreciate ourselves and others, learning
to appreciate all kinds of cultures, learning
to appreciate all students' differences, and
creating an environment of safety and
inclusion."

"This tragedy is no accident," said Neera
Singh, FOR's Youth-Nonviolence trainer.
"We live in a culture of violence."

"Violence is the major component of
much of our entertainment industry," the
FOR press release stated. "Ourgovernment
is using massive violence to try to resolve
the conflicts in Yugoslavia and Iraq, military
training is promoted in many of our private
and public schools, and the U.S. has
become the largest exporter of military
equipment in the world. Is it surprising that
our children have learned to emulate their
elders?"

A press release from Billy Graham in
response to the tragedy asserted that "the
problem is not guns — rather the hearts of
people which need to be changed."

The children of the trees
"I'm constantly asked if I'm hopeful, and it's
not an easy question to answer, except
that there's no existence without hope,"
eco-theologian Thomas Berry said in an

interview in Parabola. "I still work toward a
healing of what's wrong, and to create a
desirable future. I think constantly of the
future of the children, and of the need for all
children to go into the future as a single,
sacred community. The children of the
trees, the children of the birds, the children
of theanimals, the children of the insects-
all children, including the human children,
must go together into the future."

Military admits Y2K lies
The military has "acknowledged falsifying
Y2K readiness reports," according to a
recent issue of Nukewatch Pathfinder. 'The
Defense Special Weapons Agency (which
is in charge of nuclear weapons security)
has admitted it skipped mandatory tests on
60 percent of 'mission critical' computer
systems and then claimed the systems
were compliant. The office even failed to
develop required contingency plans that
would take effect in the event of a failure of
critical systems. In November, the House
Government Reform and Oversight
Committee gave the Pentagon a D-minus
grade on its Y2K progress."

A more excellent bread
The real issue confronting the church today
is "whether the news of God's abundance
can be trusted in the face of the story of
scarcity," Walter Brueggemann writes in
The Christian Century.

"According to the Nike story, whoever
has the most shoes when he dies wins.
The Nike story says there are no gifts to be
given because there's no giver. We end up
only with whatever we manage to get for
ourselves. This story ends in despair. It
gives us a present tense of anxiety, fear,
greed and brutality. It produces child and
wife abuse, indifference to the poor, the
buildup of armaments, divisions between
people, and environmental racism. It tells
us not to care about anyone but ourselves
—and it is the prevailing creed of American
society.

"...Whatwe know in the secret recesses
of our hearts is that the story of scarcity is
a tale of death. And the people of God
counterthis tale by witnessing to the manna.

There is a more excellent bread than crass
materialism."

Call for probe of Colombian
murders
Following the murders of three American
human rights workers in Colombia in March,
the U'wa Defense Working Group released
a statement calling for "a full investigation
by the U.S. government and independent
human rights observers into the deaths of
our three colleagues.

"We call on the State Department to
ensure that the possible role of paramilitary
groups is fully investigated, and we call
upon the Fuerzas Armadas
Revolucionarias de Colombia (FARC) to
clarify their involvement, if any.

'The U'wa people's rights and ancestral
land remain underthreatfrom the proposed
oil project [exploration by Occidental
Petroleum which the activists had opposed].
... The well sites in question fall within an
area the U'waconsidertheirancestral land.

"On several occasions last year, Terry
[Freitas, one of those slain] reported being
followed and observed by individuals
believed to be associated with paramilitary
activity. On the same trip, Terry was forced
to sign a statement by the Colombian
military, which essentially absolved the
Colombian military of any responsibility for
his safety. He interpreted this as an
intimidation tactic.

The deaths of our friends underscore
the need for immediate steps to peacefully
end the escalating violence in oil regions
and against human rights advocates in
Colombia."

The statement quoted an U'wa
statement of Aug., 1998, which asserted:
"Today we feel that we're fighting a large
and strong spirit that wants to beat us or
force us to submit to a law contrary to that
which Sira (God) established and wrote in
our hearts, even before there was the sun
and the moon. When faced with such a
thing, we are left with no alternative other
than to continue fighting on the side of the
sky and earth and spirits or else disappear
when the irrationality of the invaderviolates
the most sacred of our laws."
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Bringing creation into the church
by Heidi Shott

M aine has been called everyone's
favorite other state, and people
who spend just part of the year

here don't like its quaintness mussed with.
The weekly newspaper in my own mid-
coast community is often filled with letters
from people with out-of-state addresses
who are appalled at the painting of tele-
phone poles by children, the arrival of a
fast-food restaurant, the occasional attempt
at a miniature golf course.

Those of us who live here know that the
troubles Maine faces weigh more heavily
on issues like the cutting of our great North-
ern forest pitted against a sustainable tim-
ber industry and much-needed well-pay-
ing, skilled jobs; the concerns of growing
sprawl in the smaller communities around
our cities; the mysteries surrounding the
lobster fishing industry like watertempera-
ture, too large a harvest, and the dimen-
sions of the trap; the often poor quality of
our air which has picked up the filth of the
major Northeastern cities; and the some-
times erratic quality of our fresh water
lakes, rivers and streams.

One alternative Maine license plate
brightly decorated with a loon reads,
"Maine: A Natural Treasure." No one ques-
tions the truth of such a statement whether
you are native or transplant, summer per-
son or vacationer. Many people would
argue that the responsibility for ensuring
that Maine stays that way lies with all
people who consider it their own. We Chris-
tians are often confounded by the compli-
cating factor that we don't own anything.

Heidi Shott lives in Newcastle, Me., and is
communications officer for the Diocese of
Maine, <heido@lincoln.midcoast.com>.
Artist Eric Hopkins live in North Haven,
Me.,<www.erichopkins.com>.

Pulpit Harbor Evening by Eric Hopkins, 12/1995

The notion of stewardship, environmental
or otherwise, requires us to care for and
nurture what belongs to God. Several years
ago the Stewardship Committee of the
Episcopal Diocese of Maine recognized
that the stewardship of the beautiful state
we live in should be something Episcopa-
lians become more aware of and concerned
with, and hence, the Committee on Spiritu-
ality and the Environment was born.

But what to do? Episcopalians are busy
people. Many are already active in the
National and Maine Audubon Societies,
the Nature Conservancy, scores of local
watershed associations, the Gulf of Maine
Foundation and many others. The commit-
tee has decided that advocacy is not the
appropriate avenue for diocesan involve-
ment, but that the church has a unique role

to play. Committee co-chair Roger Smith
of Manchester explains the mission of the
group this way: "We feel the church has a
different message. The environment is a
spiritual issue, and we've concentrated on
raising people's awareness that the envi-
ronment is something Christians need to be
concerned about."

Some of the work the committee has
engaged in is the development of Creation
Cycle liturgies that are provided to Maine
congregations for use on the seven Sun-
days between the Feast of St. Francis and
the beginning of Advent. "We used the
basic service and added lessons, collects,
and readings that focus on the environment
and our relationship to it. The liturgies are
a way to draw attention to the emphasis on
creation found in scripture." The group has
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also produced a Litany for Rogation Day to
be used in a similar way.

Another method of drawing attention to
the spiritual aspect of the environment has
been by offering "Days of Reflection" in
various regions of the diocese. In 1995 the
committee brought Carla Berkedal from
Seattle to consider the notion of "Living
Simply." Berkedal founded the group Earth
Ministries which has been a leader in envi-
ronmental education and advocacy. Last
month the committee sponsored a day of
reflection at St. Bartholomew's in
Yarmouth on Celtic Spirituality which has
a long tradition of incorporating and cel-
ebrating the natural world in its spiritual
vision.

In 1994 the diocesan convention
charged the committee to draft a theo-
logical statement on earth stewardship.
In addition to that task, the group decided
to take the project on the road. Over the
past several years members of the com-
mittee have led directed meditations at
regional workshops where individual
members of the diocese were encouraged
to write their own theological statements
about their place in nature and their re-
sponsibility as a steward of God's cre-
ation. A starting place for many people
was the text from Roman 1:20: "Ever
since the creation of the world, God's
eternal power and divine nature, invisible
though they are, have been understood
and seen through the things God has
made."

Libby Moore, a member of the com-
mittee, wrote in her statement, "When I
am in the woods on the first warm day of
spring and see the green of unfurling
mayflowers that feeds my soul, and smell
the old brown pine needles warming and
hear the warblers calling for mates, I
respond with love. My heart opens to the
Creative Impulse present in that day, that
made that day, and will be there after that
day ends. I am in the Creation; I am of the
Creator." Another participant wrote, "I

have known all my life that since the
natural world and the divine were insepa-
rable, the environment needed to be
treated with the same respect we try to
give to God's human creations."

Maine Episcopalians are not alone in
their desire to connect their faith and
spirituality with environmental concern.
In 1996 Tom Arter, a naturalist and na-
ture photographer from Damariscotta and
parishioner of St. Andrew's, Newcastle,
read in the Maine Council of Churches
(MCC) newsletter that one of their efforts
involved spirituality and the environment.
That piqued his interest and led him to
call Tom Ewell, executive director of the
MCC. Their discussions led to an event

"The church needs to bring

a difference to the table.

We are able to provide a

theological basis for why

we should be advocates

of the environment."

— Roger Smith

celebrating the Damariscotta River wa-
tershed in February 1997. Since that time
the MCC has developed a Spirituality
and Earth Stewardship Program that has
recently received a program grant from
the United Church of Christ. Another
watershed event focused on the Kennebec
River is scheduled for June 13 at Vaughn
Woods. The all-day event will include a
nature walk, watershed education, and a
celebration and thanksgiving service fo-
cusing on creation and what can be done
to preserve Maine's watershed. As a part
of its earth stewardship program, the coun-
cil will continue to sponsor similar events
in other parts of the state. Ewell, ex-
plained, "This effort enriches our spiri-
tual lives by deepening our connections

to the earth and to one another. Our series
of watershed celebrations offers opportu-
nities for Maine communities to come
together to learn more about our local
watersheds: why they are important to
our spiritual, recreational, and economic
lives and what, as stewards of the earth,
we can do to preserve and protect them."
The MCC program also provides access
to a speakers' bureau for church and
community talks by environmental ex-
perts, tips for contacting legislators and
government officials about environmen-
tal legislation, and training for those seek-
ing to facilitate public discussions on
environmental concerns.

Asa participant in the Maine Council of
Churches effort, the diocesan Committee
on Spirituality and the Environment con-
tinues to seek cooperation between various
stakeholders in environmental stewardship.
The group has worked with the Natural
Resources Council and with the diocesan
Committee on Indian Relations around the
issues of the Penobscot River watershed
and the Penobscot Tribe. Roger Smith says,
"Cooperation is one of our goals. The
Sierra Club and the National Environmen-
tal Trust of Maine have made contact with
us to look toward collaboration. The church
needs to bring a difference to the table. We
are able to provide a theological basis for
why we should be advocates of the envi-
ronment."

Gil Birney, of St. Nicholas ' ,
Scarborough, makes a compelling theo-
logical case for taking environmental
stewardship seriously. "In John's Gos-
pel, when the risen Jesus meets Mary in
the garden, she sees him as a gardener.
The vocation given in Genesis is affirmed
and empowered and offered to us all by
the love which raised Jesus from the dead
and raises us from lives of fear and self-
centeredness to the life of love. In this
love we struggle to cultivate relationship
with one another and the whole earth as
God's garden."
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On being a woman bishop
by Denise M. Ackermann
Living at the Edge: Sacrament and
Solidarity in Leadership by Penny
Jamieson (London, Mowbray, 1997).

Participating in the Lambeth Conference
of the Anglican Communion last year left
me with a fantasy: I have been given the
authority to draw up a list of prescribed
readings for a gathering of bishops of my
church. Atthe end of the course I examine
them. Not simply for content, but in terms
of the broadening and deepening of their
understanding of their particular ministry.
My head fills with titles of books on ministry,
on the offices of the church, on spirituality
and theology, novels and poetry. At this
point the vision evaporates. Reality takes
over. My fantasy crumbles as just another
rather preposterous pipe dream.

But I do recognize its origins. First, I
have seen too many bishops who,
overwhelmed (if not overly impressed)
with the responsibilities of their office, are
rendered impotent to seize the
opportunities and the challenges offered
to them. Second, they lie in my own
experience of the power of the written
word. Third, I believe in learning as a life-
long process. Consequently, I long for all
the clergy to have time off and the space
to read, think and meditate.

This is exactly what Penny Jamieson,
the first woman in the Anglican
Communion to become a diocesan
bishop, did. On holiday at a small
settlement on the North Otago coast of
New Zealand, with time to reflect on her
understanding of the church, she explored
her experience of the episcopacy. Her
experience of being a woman, and thus
an outsider, who has become an insider,
is clearly reflected in the title of this
absorbing book, Living at the Edge.

Denise M. Ackermann is Professor of
Christian Theology at the University of the
Western Cape in South Africa,
<ackerdm@wn.apc.org>.

This work is not an apologia for women
bishops. It is also more than simply a
reflection on the office of a bishop. It is a
book which is deeply concerned with the
nature of the church. But it is still more. It
bears the mark of spiritual wrestling, of
trust in prayer and of the celebration of
faith. Never sentimental or pious, the
author comes across as a truly prayerful
bishop. For anyone who loves the church
despite its obvious shortcomings, this
book offers much food for thought. Its
themes are significant and appropriate,
and the author's struggles with the

This work is not an apologia

for women bishops. It is also

more than simply a reflection

on the office of a bishop. It is

a book which is deeply

concerned with the nature

of the church.

challenges of the office of bishop are
unfeigned and candid.

Understanding the nature of power is
central to exploring the episcopacy — a
recurring theme of this book. After looking
generally at the diffused nature of power
as well as its inevitability, Jamieson
explores power in the church. On her
election as bishop she realized that she
would have to come to terms with the
perceptions of power related to the office
of bishop as well as the particularity of
being a woman in that position. Many
women are confronted with the ambivalent
nature of assuming and exercising formal
power. "Spiritual power," writes Jamieson,
"is the power to influence others through
one's own being — by example, by
kindness, by wisdom, by love, and above
all through prayer. Institutional power, it is

said, has to do with ambition and
exercising control, while spiritual power,
on the other hand, has to do with
surrendering control." This ambivalence
of, on the one hand, being a woman who
has authority and power by virtue of her
office, and on the other, knowing that true
power lies in powerlessness and
surrender to God, runs through this work.

Jamieson proceeds to discuss the
responsibilities and challenges of
leadership in the church through the
lenses of "discerning," "caring" and
"holding." Her reflections take place within
the reality of the Anglican church in New
Zealand's unique constitutional
recognition of its three cultural strands:
those of the Maori, the Pakeha
(successors of the colonists) and the
people from the Pacific countries. Holding
the unity of the mission of the church in
the face of diversity is not easy, but
Jamieson believes that it is possible when
the basis of unity is found in love as
exemplified in the life of Jesus Christ.

I particularly liked the chapter devoted
to ethics. Bishops, by virtueofthe authority
of their office, often have to make ethical
judgments which affect the life of the
church. Such judgments are based on an
analysis of the ethical demands of a
particular situation. Christian ethics derive
from discernment, nourished by prayer
and undergirded by sound analysis of the
context. Here Christian feminist ethics
prove to be helpful. Jamieson comments
that "the raw material for feminist ethics is
the lives and experiences of women"
(p.90). As such, feminist ethics are more
relational than conventional ethics. This
emphasis on relationships, our
relationship with ourselves, with others
and with God, makes for an ethical
approach that is intensely humane,
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generous and open. Questions of poverty
and the unequal distribution of resources,
sexual ethics, clerical ethics, the ethics of
human relationships in marriage and
same-sex relations, then cease to be a
string of "thou shalt nots" and instead
became integral to the ongoing struggle
to become truly human people living in a
web of relationships.

Against the backdrop of an ethic of
relationship Jamieson tackles the thorny
question of authority in leadership. The
need for authority is undisputed. The
challenge is to exercise authority in a
proper way. Women with authority have
to deal with cultural prejudices which are
unfriendly to the idea of women in
leadership positions. However, relational
authority, backed by a relational ethic,
becomes authority which is exercised in
mutuality. This kind of authority fits in
comfortably with the notion that leadership
is itself a gift, a charism just like any other,
given for the building up of the whole
Body of Christ. Viewed in this way
leadership is a sacrament. This is a
powerful argument against the temptation
to abuse positions of leadership and to
confuse authority with power as
dominance. I trust that at some future
date, Jamieson will explore the role of the
bishop in facilitating the diverse gifts of
the people of God as the means of creating
and sustaining a lively participatory
community of faith.

The three weeks spent at Lambeth
with over 800 bishops was a mixed
experience. There were times when I
despaired for my church. I heard a
great deal of theological nonsense and
cultural prejudice from bishops who
confused power and politics with calling
and true author i ty. I was also
encouraged by other bishops who, like
Jamieson, continue to wrestle with the
temptations and the challenges of their
particular office. Jamieson's book would
be pretty near the top of my list of
prescribed readings. For those of us
who are not bishops, it combines
theological reflection with experience
in a manner which is both readable and
exciting.

Favoring justice over lying fallow
by Richard Shimpfky
Many reports have circulated about the
annual winter meeting of the Episcopal
Church's bishops last March at which
the bishops said they would try to steer
next year's General Convention away
from legislative confrontation on the
"hot-button" issues of gay/lesbian
marriage and ordination. Frank T.
Griswold, the church's presiding bishop,
says he hopes that, in the spirit of the
biblical Jubilee, General Convention
2000 will provide plenty of time for
"lying fallow" in pursuit of "a less urgent
decision-making
process."
Witness board
memberRichard
Shimpfky, Bishop
of the Diocese of
El Camino Real
in California,
offered this
reflection
following the bishops' gathering:

The conference reflected thegrowing
mood in the church to avoid
confrontational posture, especially
legislative posture. I was a little shocked
to hear even some of our women call for
less General Convention legislation —
even fewer General Conventions. The
"legislative hot-button" is, of course,
homosexuality, but 25 years ago it was
the ordination of women. I wondered if
these women actually believe that, if in
1976 the church had eschewed
legislation, as now suggested, there
would be any women in the House of
Bishops today.

Justice is justice, be it women's place
or the place of homosexual persons in
the large room God has called Anglicans
to uphold. I fear the House isn't clear
enough about our call to the active life
in Christ.

God does not intend us as a monastic
community; we host monastic

As I read the Bible, justice

is propelled by the jarring

rush-in events of the Holy

Spirit within the body politic

of the People of God.

communities and the church of leaven,
salt and seed. The awful things going
on in our prisons, the Matthew
Shepherds and Billy Jack Gaithers who
are being murdered, the curse of the
nation's growing support of organized
gambling, the pitiful plight of farm
workers — these things can't take
second place to lying fallow. We have to
tend to our spiritual needs while fighting
the good fight; we are a public church by
way of our establishment beginnings, a
church with a mission responsibility to

the whole
society.

As I read the
Bible, justice is
propelled by the
jarring rush-in
events of the
Holy Spirit within
the body politic
of the People of

God. The widow in her injustice knocks
urgently upon the door and the Spirit will
not quit until she has her due!
Confrontation, no, but courage in daring
speech is called for in our corporate
conversation and debate.

One final observation: I heard so
many references to the bishops being
the leadership of the church. True, but
only one-half of this church's leadership.
In 30 years I don't remember a time in
this church more tending toward
hierarchy. It does not bode well, I think,
to forget that the General Convention is
the single magisterium in our most
democratic polity. Probably the Genral
Convention should meet more — not
less — in this moment in the church's
ongoing life of mutual ministry and
leadership among the four orders, for
the sake of her mission. My deep
conviction is that only through focus on
mission can the church's problems be
contextualized and moved beyond.
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TV offers illusion of war
by Norman Solomon

T T 7 hile bombs keep exploding in
1 / 1 / Yugoslavia, a fierce media war
* ' is raging on television.

The real war has little to do with the
images squeezed into the TV frame. On
the ground, in Yugoslavia, the situation is
all about terror, anguish and death. On the
screen, the coverage is far from traumatic
for the viewing public — despite the
myth that television brings the horrors of
war into our living rooms.

A war "is among the biggest things
that can ever happen to a nation or
people, devastating families, blasting
away the roofs and walls," media critic
Mark Crispin Miller wrote many years
ago. But TV viewers "see it compressed
and miniaturized on a sturdy little piece
of furniture, which stands and shines at
the very center of our household."

TV news programs sometimes claim
to be showing us what war is all about,
but that's an absurd pretense. While
television "may confront us with the
facts of death, bereavement, mutila-
tion," Miller commented, "it immedi-
ately cancels out the memory of that
suffering, replacing its own pictures of
despair with a commercial, upbeat and
inexhaustibly bright."

In the all-out propaganda war now
underway, the Clinton administration's
strategists have played catch-up. "The
problem is they didn't start the com-
munications until the bombs started
falling," says Marlin Fitzwater, who
spoke for President Bush during the
Gulf War. "That's not enough time to

Norman Solomon's new book, The Habits of
Highly Deceptive Media, has just been
published by Common Courage Press.

THE WITNESS

convince the nation of a course of ac-
tion."

Top U.S. officials have made up for
lost time — blitzing the media with
endless briefings, grainy bomb-site vid-
eos and live TV interviews as the mis-
siles continue to fly. Even after it be-
came clear that the NATO bombard-
ment was greatly intensifying the hu-
manitarian catastrophe in Kosovo de-
cried by the White House, the warriors
in Washington were sticking to their

TV news programs sometimes

claim to be showing us what

war is all about, but that's

an absurd pretense.

very big guns. As the second week of
bombing began, just about the only
worry they seemed willing to acknowl-
edge involved a possible shortage of
cruise missiles.

Meanwhile, the Financial Times re-
ported last Wednesday, both the U.S.
and Yugoslav governments have a stake
in downplaying the carnage from the
bombing. "The citizens of the NATO
alliance cannot see the Serbs that their
aircraft have killed," the British news-
paper noted. "Serbia's state-run televi-
sion, while showing ruined civilian
homes, shields its viewers from blood-
ied corpses that might spread panic
among an already highly strung popu-
lation."

Traditionally, American television
networks like to show U.S. bombers
taking off but decline to show what the
bombs on board end up doing to human
beings. So, American firepower ap-

pears to be wondrous but fairly blood-
less.

As for history, ancient and recent, it
is usually rendered murky by the TV
networks. The latest coverage has run
true to form. "Distortion of important
background by Western broadcasters,
whether intentional or not, has also
helped NATO's cause," the Financial
Times observed.

"The stated aims of NATO's bombing
campaign have also been muddied, by
both heads of government and the West-
ern media," the newspaper added. "A
common phrase heard on the lips of cor-
respondents of CNN ... is 'forcing
Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic
to return to the negotiating table.' Yet
Madeleine Albright, U.S. Secretary of
State, and Robin Cook, British foreign
minister, made it clear after the break-
down of peace talks... that the autonomy
deal offered by the West—and signed by
the Kosovo Albanians — was no longer
negotiable. There was in reality no table
to return to."

Skewed facts and selected images on
television make it easier to accept — or
even applaud—the bombs funded by our
tax dollars and dropped in our names.

The bombing has brought about the
collapse of internal opposition to the
Yugoslav regime, opposition that was
previously quite strong. NATO has
done what Milosevic had been unable
to accomplish on his own — decimate
the ranks of Serbians resisting his tyr-
anny. Even now, the tragic realities of
that process are getting little mention
in American news media. ED
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The lure of the local
by Gloria House Manana

The Lure of the Local by Lucy R.
Lippard, The New Press, N.Y.,
1997.

T he Lure of the Local explores
the meaning of place in our
lives, the significance of our

emotional and imaginary attachments
to sites of the natural environment
and to specific structures and arti-
facts. For the author, the local, the
Maine of her childhood, is "an an-
chor [in her] driftings," an organiz-
ing focus for her preoccupation with
the spatial dialectics of center, the
experience of rootedness in a place,
and movement to and from centers
— which characterizes the lives of
millions of Americans.

The author points out that "most
people do not have the time or incli-
nation to ponder the meaning of
place," and scholars have only just
begun to give it serious consider-
ation. The emerging
multidisciplinary field of spatial
studies is only a couple of decades
old, and still struggling to find its

Gloria House Manana is a contributing
editor and poetry editor for The Witness, and
author of Tower and Dungeon: A Study of
Place and Power in American Culture,
Detroit, Casa de Unidad Press, 1991.

own language and theoretical con-
structs, frustrated by the extent to
which spatial experiences remain for
most people in a category of "taken
for granted," unconscious or
unexamined.

However, if you love drives into

Lippard writes that the

examples of art included in

her book serve as models,

"providing one or more

facets of the potential for

a local art that would merge

with and/or illuminate a

place." One effect of this

multi-layered approach is

that the reader comes away

with a newly trained eye for

reading the environment.

the country because it seems your
eyes rejoice in the green of the land-
scape; if you languish over photos of
the houses and rituals of your child-
hood; if you plan annual trips to your
hometown, treasure weathered doors,
fences and rusted implements of un-
known usage; or fantasize about the
people who built the 19th-century
farmhouses you pass on the high-
way; and if you have taken time to
ponder why a particular site or geo-
graphical area elicits powerful emo-
tions in you, this book will intrigue
and delight you. The author has pro-
vided a cultural and political ground-
ing for such feelings and experiences
in her reflections on the issues of
personal, group and national iden-
tity, in her references to the impor-
tant thinkers in this field, in her dem-
onstration of the way places become
repositories of specific histories, and
in her vision of the significance our
sense of place could have in the con-
structing of communities of the fu-
ture.

The book has an unusual, engag-
ing multidimensional structure: The
reader is carried along by the flow of
cultural and philosophical discourse,
which is the main text, while the
author's personal narrative of the lore
and history of Maine floats above
(literally at the top of the page); then
there are the photographs of land-
scapes, art works, art installations in
museums and other public spaces that
seem to balloon the experience out
past the pages, evoking the reader's
own memories and associations. The
reader's eyes move up and down and
over these pages, connecting the lay-
ers of words and images at will.

In organizing the book in this man-
ner, the author has integrated her
"lived experience" in Maine with a
broader attempt to theorize about
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spatial experience, and she has illus-
trated the crucial role artists may
serve by creating works that help us
achieve positive relationships with
our specific living spaces. Lippard
writes that the examples of art in-
cluded in her book serve as
models, "providing one or more
facets of the potential for a lo-
cal art that would merge with
and/or illuminate a place." One
effect of this multi-layered ap-
proach is that the reader comes
away with a newly trained eye
for reading the environment and
analyzing our interaction with
it.

Lippard's readiness to in-
clude all cultural perspectives
in her analyses is an extraordi-
nary and commendable aspect
of her work. Her book demon-
strates multicultural study at its
best. Here we find scholars and
artists of a multitude of back-
grounds presented as equals, the
operative criterion being the
relevance of their work to the
issues at hand. Lippard knows
all the key European and
EuroAmerican contributors to
the field, from French philoso-
pher Michel Foucault, who
could be called the father of
spatial studies, to culture critic
Raymond Williams, to planners
Kevin Lynch and Delores Hayden, as
well as lesser known, but innovative
geographer William Bunge. Lippard
presents these "stars" of the
hegemonic center in the company of
scholars who have been marginalized
traditionally, such as Native Ameri-
can historian and attorney Vine
Deloria, African American profes-
sor and prolific culture critic bell
hooks, Yi-Fu Tuan, a spatial studies
pioneer, Chicana writer and profes-

sor Gloria Anzaldua, Native Ameri-
can literary critic Paula Gunn Allen
and many others, thus dismantling
the center/margin paradigm in favor
of a multicentered orientation — the
absolutely essential stance as we en-

Rose Marasco, Grange Hall Exteriors, detail from the 60-
image series "Ritual and Community: The Maine
Grange," 1990-91, sponsored by Maine Humanities
Council, University of Southern Maine, and the
Farnsworth Art Museum, Rockland, Me. The Grange, or
Patrons of Husbandry, is an agriculturally-based secret
society founded in 1867, open to both men and women
and once enjoying a national membership of over one
million. The Grange hall was the center of the
community, site of social, educational and cultural events
as well as debates, public suppers and games, cooking,
needlework and art contests. In 1887, Maine had the
largest Grange membership nationwide; it peaked in the
1940s and today stands at 11,000, with some communities
increasingly active [Lure of the Local, p. 148-149].

American artist is likely to perceive
and relate to the land according to
beliefs about its sacredness, its natu-
ral patterns and rhythms. A film by
such an artist might mirror the cycli-
cal or circular nature of those pat-

terns and rhythms, producing
an art form very different from
the linear narratives character-
istic of European aesthetics.
Good sign for the future of cul-
tural studies and cross-cultural
politics in the U.S.

Lippard points out in the
book's final section, entitled
"Entering the Big Picture":
"Nothing that excludes the
places of people of color,
women, lesbians, gays or work-
ing people can be called uni-
versal or healing. Before we
can find the whole, we must
know and respect the parts."
She appears to have worked
over long years to understand
the parts of our national cul-
tural/racial mosaic, the diver-
sity of ways we interpret place,
and to envision how we could
collaborate to protect and nur-
ture each other and the envi-
ronment, upon which we are
utterly dependent. Ed

ter the new millennium, one that has
been brilliantly argued for by Kenyan
writer Ngugi wa Thiong'o in his
book, Moving the Center.

I have never seen a comparable
breadth of cross-cultural familiarity,
respect and inclusiveness in an
American cultural writer of
EuroAmerican descent. For example,
comparing the aesthetic assumptions
of Native American and
EuroAmerican filmmakers, Lippard
insightfully explains how a Native

New Witness development/
marketing director

This month Wes Todd begins work
full-time as our director of develop-
ment and marketing. He succeeds
Karen Bota, who has been our very
able part-time promotional consul-
tant for several years.

Todd has 18 years of experience
in publishing. He and his family live
in Thomaston, Me.
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G rowing up on Indian Island in the
Penobscot River in Maine, Ruben
(Butch) Phillips enjoyed a close

relationship with the river which shares the
name of his Penobscot tribe. "I swam in it
every day in the summer," Phillips recalls.
"I ate fish from it and drank it."

At the time, Phillips had no reason to
suspect that these activities were danger-
ous. "It wasn't until about 1959 or so that
we started to see warnings, 'Don't swim in
the river.' And then later, in the 1970s or
1980s, came warnings saying, 'Don't eat
the fish.'"

The threat came from dioxin, abyproduct
of the use of chlorine by paper mills on the
banks of the Penobscot. "The Penobscot
have a very high incidence of death by
cancer," Phillips says. "We don't know
why, but a lot of things point to the river.
The Lincoln Pulp and Paper Mill is 30
miles above Indian Island and the effluent
goes out into the Penobscot River. Dioxin
is a cancer-causing agent."

For the Penobscot people — whose
reservation is comprised of all the islands
in the Penobscot River—the poisoning of
the river is felt as a physical and spiritual
assault.

"The river is our lifeblood," Phillips
says. "We live in the Penobscot River, and
it's been that way for thousands of years —
this is our ancestral homeland. The river
was our highway, the way we got from one
place to another. We received our suste-
nance from the river. The river and the land
surrounding it is not only the source of our

-fat dmJ

"One of the main

reasons why we 're

fighting this battle

so strongly is,

what's the sense

of having the right

to fish if we can't

eat the fish?"
Butch Phillips

The river is our lifeblood'
by Marianne Arbogast

Marianne Arbogast is assistant editor of The
Witness, <marianne@thewitness.org>.

physical well-being — it's our spiritual
center, our heart, as well. We believe that
the land has given us life, and we should not
only protect it, but enhance its life, so that
the bond with the land will survive into the
next generation."

Phillips has a long history of leadership
around issues affecting the Penobscot
people. He served as one of four negotia-
tors for the Penobscot nation in the Maine
Indian Land Claims Negotiations, which
led to federal recognition of the Penobscot
Nation and their territory in 1980. He has
also served as lieutenant governor of the
Penobscot Nation, tribal representative to
the state legislature, chairman of the tribal
Fish and Game Committee, and a member
of the Hydro Review Committee (a.k.a. the
"damn dam committee," Phillips says)

which reviews the re-licensing of dams on
the river. While lieutenant governor, he
was awarded a grant for a video project
which produced the documentary,
"Penobscot: The People and Their River."

The story of the past century and a half
has been a story of disregard for the
Penobscot River, Phillips explains. "Over
the past 150 years, our people have seen a
tremendous change in the Penobscot River,
first due to the lumbering operations that
started around the 1830s or 1840s. We saw
an increase of traffic on the river due to the
driving of logs down the river to the saw-
mills. Then, to improve the log driving,
they started building dams on all the major
tributaries through the river, raising the
water and blocking our means of transpor-
tation up and down the river. Later the
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dams were built bigger and more perma-
nent for hydro-generation.

"A community sprang up around the
Penobscot, and with the community came
the pollution from municipal waste, and
then from the paper mills.

"These dams and this pollution drasti-
cally affected our sustenance through fish-
ing. The salmon, shad and alewives came
up our rivers in abundance, and we fished
for them and dried them and used them for
sustenance all winter long. With the com-
ing of the dams, which were built without
any fish passage means, the runs of salmon
and shad and alewives stopped to the point
where they were practically extinct.

"There was a tremendous change on the
Penobscot River and, of course, that had a
tremendous change on the Penobscot
people. It changed us not only physically
but spiritually as well."

The dawn of Indian rights movements
in the 1970s brought a spiritual
reawakening, Phillips says. "Probably be-
cause of national movements by Indian
groups, and the land claims settlement in
1980, more people started coming back to
our reservation," he says. "More people
were rekindling interest in the old ways."

Part of the rekindling involved a return
to spiritual practices that had been sup-
pressed by Christian suspicion of native
traditions. Phillips, who grew up Roman
Catholic, says that during his childhood it
would have been "unheard o f to take part
in ceremonies honoring ancestors or tradi-
tional worship.

"Here was this school on an Indian
reservation, all Indian kids, and there was
nothing Indian about that school at all, with
the exception of one picture hanging on the
wall of aMohawknun, KateriTekakwitha—
but we never knew anything about her. Every
other picture was of George Washington, the
pope, the bishop. There was nothing indig-
enous —you didn't speak the language, you
didn't talk about Indian issues."

Today, the same school — where

Phillips'wifeteaches—is achanged place.
"Everything in it is Indian," he says.

"You walk in the building and the tribal
seal is in the floor tiles. There are totem
poles and Indian artwork and baskets. The
water fountain has 'water' written in
Penobscot over it."

While Phillips notes that many of the
Penobscot people have integrated Chris-
tian faith with ancient traditions, he finds
his own spiritual home in traditional
Penobscot religion.

"I think of myself as a traditional person
—however, I don't flaunt it, I don't preach
it," he says.

"When we pray, we are

actually giving thanks to all

our relations, all mother

earth and all the creatures."

"The traditional ways were very per-
sonal. It was really a way of living. The
very basis of Indian spirituality is having a
deep connection with the land. When we
pray, we are actually giving thanks to all
our relations, all mother earth and all the
creatures."

Phillips spends much of his time out-
doors, and is currently engaged in building
a traditional birchbark canoe, using a pro-
cess revived by his nephew, Barry Dana,
after decades of disuse. Eighteen years ago
Phillips' nephew began a new tradition that
has become a significant yearly event: a
Labor Day weekend run along the river
from Indian Island to Mount Katahdin,
where the Penobscot River begins.

"Katahdin sits right in the center of our
land," Phillips says. "Ithas always been the
sacred place in our land. Always."

The "Katahdin 100" is "a spiritual run to
the mountain," Phillips explains. Some
participants run the entire distance, while
others canoe 60 miles and then run the final
40. Phillips is currently involved in a dis-

pute with the authorities of Baxter State
Park, to convince the authorities to waive
fees at Katahdin Stream Campground,
where the run ends.

"We're not asking a whole lot, but just
that on that particular weekend we be al-
lowed to go there without any fee to com-
plete our run and do our spiritual exercises.
They agreed to work with us to find a
solution, and since then we have looked at
a couple of sites that the park authorities are
possibly willing to designate as a special
site for the spiritual use of native people."

Phillips sees some signs of hope for the
future of the Penobscot River, but takes a
pragmatic view of limitations.

"We' d like to have the Penobscot River
back the way it was 150 years ago — free-
flowing, no dam—but that's not realistic.
The dams are there and they' re not going to
go away. We have attempted and in some
cases succeeded in having fish passages
put in, where the fish can easily go up over
the dams. And we have mitigated down-
stream passage of fish as well, so they can
come back out into the ocean after they've
spawned, instead of going through the tur-
bines in the powerhouse and being all
chewed up and killed.

"The major issue today is that the Lincoln
Pulp and Paper Mill continues to dump dioxin
into the river. They say it's at an undetectable
amount, but we say any amount of poisons in
that river is unacceptable."

The Penobscot nation has water quality
specialists who monitor the river, analyz-
ing water samples and reporting on their
findings to the state.

"We have aboriginal rights to fish in the
Penobscot River — we never ceded that
right to anyone," Phillips says. "But one of
the main reasons why we're fighting this
battle so strongly is, what's the sense of
having the right if we can't eat the fish? I
would like to see the river cleaned up to the
point where we can once again swim in the
river and once again eat fish out of the
river."
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