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EXPLANATION

In response to Resolution 2015-A169, the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music is submitting
two options for the revision of the Book of Common Prayer 1979. Resolution A068, the first option,
calls for the comprehensive revision to begin in this triennium.

The language of prayer must necessarily expand in relation to the new missionary challenges that face
the church in the world today. Resolution A068 calls the church to engage the process of revision with
prayerful attention to both the riches of the BCP 1979 and its acknowledged deficits, with a keen
appreciation of how the prayer book works to form the mind of the church as it grows into the fullness
of Christ.

The proposed revision intends that we will faithfully adhere to the historic rites of the Church
Universal as they have been received and interpreted within the Anglican tradition of common prayer.
At the same time, we admit that there is no perfect liturgy, no liturgy that can be “all things to all
people,” neither is there “anything… so well devised, or so established, which in continuance of time
hath not been corrupted” (as the Preface to the Book of Common Prayer 1549 notes). Nevertheless,
this Church remains committed to the calling of common prayer. It is, therefore, necessary that
prayer book revision hold in tension the competing demands of unity and diversity, a tension in which
the Spirit is at work.

RESOLUTION TEXT

Resolved, the House of ________ concurring, That the 79th General Convention approve the
Option One plan for the Revision of the Book of Common Prayer 1979, which is included in the
report to the 79th General Convention of the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music
Subcommittee on Revision of The Book of Common Prayer; and be it further

Resolved, That the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music be directed to implement this
plan; and be it further

Resolved, That the sum of $1,917,025 be appropriated the Standing Commission on Liturgy and
Music for the completion of this plan.
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The revision process will facilitate the involvement of the Church at the parish, diocesan, and
provincial levels while also consulting with Episcopal seminaries, the Liturgical Commissions of other
provinces of the Anglican Communion, full communion partners, ecumenical partners, and racial and
ethnic communities across our Anglican province. With this level of deep conversation, we hope that
the revision will be responsive to, and solicitous of, the riches of our Church's liturgical, cultural,
racial, generational, linguistic, gender and ethnic diversity.

The full scope of the proposed process of revision (Option One) and a detailed methodology of the
process is presented in the report "Plan for Prayer Book Revision" which is part of the report of the
Subcommittee on Revision of The Book of Common Prayer, within the report to the 79th General
Convention of the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music. The Standing Commission on Liturgy
and Music's report, known as a "blue book" report, is available on the General Convention website
(www.generalconvention.org).



Resolution Number: 2015-A067

Title: Revise the Lectionary of the Book of Common Prayer [Second
Reading]

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred

Final Text:

Resolved, That the Standard Book of Common Prayer shall be revised as follows:
p.271: Palm Sunday, Liturgy of the Palms
Year A: Matthew 21:1-11
Year B: Mark 11:1-11a Mark 11:1-11, or John 12:12-16
Year C: Luke 19:29-40 Luke 19:28-40
p. 272: Palm Sunday, at the Eucharist
Old Testament: Isaiah 45:21-25, or Isaiah 52:13-53:12 Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm: 22:1-21, or 22:1-11 31:9-16
Epistle: Philippians 2:5-11
p. 273: Palm Sunday, at the Eucharist
Year A: Matthew 26:36–27:54(55-66) or 27:1-54(55-66) Matthew 26:14–27:66, or 27:11-54
Year B: Mark 14:32–15:39(40-47) Mark 14:1–15:47, or 15:1-39 (40-47)
Year C: Luke 22:39-23:49(50-56), Luke 22:14–23:56, or 23:1-49 (50-56)
p. 274: Maundy Thursday
Old Testament: Exodus 12:1-14a Exodus 12:1-4(5-10)11-14
Psalm: 78:14-20,23-25 116:1,10-17 (omit Hallelujah in verse 17)
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 (27-32)
Gospel: John 13:1-15, or Luke 22:14-30 John 13:1-17,31b-35
p. 276: Good Friday
Old Testament: Isaiah 52:13–53:12, or Genesis 22:1-18, or Wisdom 2:1,12-24
Psalm: 22:1-11(12-21), or 40:1-14, or 69:1-23
Epistle: Hebrews 10:1-25 Hebrews 10:16-25, or 4:14-16; 5:7-9
p. 277: Good Friday
John 18:1–19:37, or 19:1-37 John 18:1–19:42
p. 283: Holy Saturday
Old Testament: Job 14:1-14, or Lamentations 3:1-9,19-24
Psalm: 130, or 31:1-5 31:1-4,15-16
Epistle: I Peter 4:1-8
Gospel: Matthew 27:57-66, or John 19:38-42
pp. 288-295: The Great Vigil of Easter:
p. 288: The story of Creation
Genesis 1:1–2:2 Genesis 1:1–2:4a
Psalm 33:1-11, or Psalm 36:5-10 136:1-9,23-26
p. 288: The Flood
Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18; 8:6-18; 9:8-13
Psalm 46
p. 289: Abraham’s Sacrifice of Isaac
Genesis 22:1-18
Psalm 33:12-22, or Psalm 16
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p. 289: Israel’s Deliverance at the Red Sea
Exodus 14:10–15:1 Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21
Canticle 8, The Song of Moses
p. 290: God’s Presence in a Renewed Israel
Isaiah 4:2-6 Baruch 3:9-15,32–4:4, or Proverbs 8:1-8,19-21;9:4b-6
Psalm 122 Psalm 19
p. 290: Salvation Offered Freely to AllIsaiah 55:1-11
Canticle 9, The First Song of Isaiah, or Psalm 42:1-7
p. 290: A New Heart and a New Spirit
Ezekiel 36:24-28
Psalm 42:1-7, or Canticle 9, The First Song of Isaiah Psalms 42 and 43
p. 291: The Valley of Dry Bones
Ezekiel 37:1-14
Psalm 30, or Psalm 143
p. 291: The Gathering of God’s People
Zephaniah 3:12-20 Zephaniah 3:14-20
Psalm 98, or Psalm 126
p. 295: At the Eucharist
Gospel:
Year A: Matthew 28:1-10
Year B: Mark 16:1-8
Year C: Luke 24:1-12

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Salt Lake City, 2015 (New York: General Convention, 2015), pp. 887-889.
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Resolution Number: 2015-A169

Title: Prepare a Plan for Revising the 1979 Book of Common Prayer

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 78th General Convention direct the Standing Commission on Liturgy and
Music (SCLM) to prepare a plan for the comprehensive revision of the current Book of
Common Prayer and present that plan to the 79th General Convention; and be it further
Resolved, That such a plan for revision utilize the riches of our Church’s liturgical, cultural,
racial, generational, linguistic, gender and ethnic diversity in order to share common worship;
and be it further
Resolved, That the plan for revision take into consideration the use of current technologies
which provide access to a broad range of liturgical resources; and be it further
Resolved, That the General Convention request the Joint Standing Committee on Program,
Budget and Finance to consider a budget allocation of $30,000 for the implementation of
this resolution.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Salt Lake City, 2015 (New York: General Convention, 2015), pp. 886-887.
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