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This is the “ day of small things ” in the Western
Texas branch of the Woman’s Auxiliary, and your
Secretary has but a meagre report *o make, but she
hopes neither you nor she will be unduly discouraged by
this; not resting satisfied, of course, with the small
things we have done, but remembering there have been
advance and improvement, and “ taking heart of grace ”
for the coming year.

We feel sure that, if the women of our church will
try to understand the Woman’s Auxiliary, cease to think
of it as a vague sort of bug-bear, coming to demand
money and interfere with their other church work, and
will recognize the dignity and breadth it adds to their
labors in the Church, they will rail}7to its support, and
then, if our ministers will give it their earnest, hearty,
intelligent co-operation (as | fear they have not done so
far) it will grow from strength to strength in this
western country, as it has done in all the older and more
eastern dioceses, becoming one of the greatest factors
for good in our lives and church. We, for whom the
missionary spirit has done, and is still doing, so much,
cannot afford, now that we are getting out of swaddling
clothes to ignore the value of missionary work and spirit.

The Woman’s Auxiliary was really organized in
West Texas only two years ago, when the Honorary
Secretary, Mrs. A. T. Twing, visited us, and, with hen
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Spiritual earnestness and enthusiasm for the work to
which she and her sister have devoted their lives,
aroused in us for the first time the desire to be connected
with it. None of us who met and listened to her will
ever forget the Convocation of 1895.

At that meeting it was decided to organize the
Woman’s Auxiliary in Western Texas, and Mrs. J. G.
Mulholland was elected Secretary for our Jurisdiction.
She was in every way eminently fitted for the work, but
unforseen sorrows, cares and responsibilities crowded
upon her that year, and it was impossible for her to give
it the necessary time and labor. So, while something
was done, several branches formed and the spark kept
alive, the result of the first year’s experience was not
inspiriting.

With regret Mrs. Mulholland’s resignation was
accepted, and, as you have seen from the minutes, an
Executive Board elected to take her place.

The good seed Mrs. Twing had planted, Mrs. Tuttle
watered, and gave, thro’ her experience, calm judg-
ment and wise insight, a more practical turn to the work.
She emphasized (and your officers have tried to do the
same) thatunoney is not the chief tiling in this work.
Poverty is no excuse for parishes or individuals refusing
to connect themselves with the Woman’s Auxiliary—
with missionary work of any kind. Fill your minds
with missionary intelligence, fill your hearts with mis-
sionary zeal, and you will find the means, never fear, to
help the great-work, v__

I wish there were time to read the report lately sent
me of the fourth annual meeting of the Florida branch
of the Woman’s Auxiliary—a diocese almost as new as
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Ours, and quite as weak and poor, yet already making
an auxiliary report not to be asbamed of, not because
they are doing such great things, but doing so many
little things faithfully and well, and working together
for the.common cause.

If each woman, nay, if each earnest woman in our
Church in Western Texas would give her little mite, do
a little missionary work and reading, say her prayer for
missions each day, and put herself thus, as is her privi-
lege and duty, in touch with the great work the women

jof our Church are doing in all the world, it would no
|longer be the uday of small things” in Whstern Texas,
| our meetings would be looked forward to each year by
our Churchwomen, and be of such importance and inter-
est that, if the Convocation could spare us only an after-
noon, we would have to hold our annual meetings at
another time, our reports would go forth to encourage
and stimulate weaker dioceses, as theirs do ours now,
and the Church in Western Texas, being of age to speak
for itself, would come to the front bravely to do God’s
work, and fight His battles; helped so long, ready now
to help others, strong in the might of Christ our King.-,

During the past year, your Executive Board has met
regularly on the first Tuesday in each month, to transact
,business, discuss the work, and try to devise means to
get in touch with you. We had much to learn, and feel
that we have not done all that might have been done.
Have you helped us all you could? Unanswered letters,
unacknowledged mite-boxes and reading matter have
not been encouraging.

| append a detailed account of the Auxiliary work for
the year, as near as | could gather it from reports sent
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me by the different branches. ~Number of branches,
sixteen, being- an increase of eight over last year; of
these several pledge themselves only to missionary read-
ing, and several to the use of the mite-boxes for the
united offering, in connection with their regular parish
societies. This does not include the Junior Auxiliary—
five branches—whose report appears separately and of
whose faithful, earnest loving work in many directions
your Secretary wishes she had time to speak more fully;
nor members of the Baby Branch, grown, through Mrs.
Massey’s loving interest and labor here, into such a
beautiful and important part of our Auxiliary.

Several of the branches have done very active and
efficient auxiliary work, judging from their reports, both
in study, working and giving. | mustmention that only
four have contributed the dollar towards the Contingent
Fund, which is used to supply stationery, postage,
printing, etc., and only two have sent in the Quarterly
Reports asked for by your Secretary, which are intended
to keep her in touch with you and your work. Read the
little report we send you, Churchwomen and parishes
of Western Texas, and in some way unite yourself with
the work, and help us to double this report next year.

Faithfully, Your Secretary,

Roberta Johnston.
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REPORTS OF PARISHES.

BRANCHES

®lje plomatt’s jUtitUirtrgv

San Antonio—St. Paue’s.

OFFICERS.
President.....eveiiiicieinnn o .Mrs. J. S. Eockwood
Vice-President. oo Mrs.Z. R. Buss
SECTELATY i Mrs. J. Mttir
Treasurer . Mrs.J. T. Hutcheson

B OX eurriieitseiie i $72 00
District Missions, Cash ....o.cocomvievieoeeeeeeseeesese s s 64 00
General Missions, Cash ... 10 00
T0 JAPAN, CASN et e vnanees .ee 10 00
Scholarship in ATaSKa ..o 10 00
CONLINGENT FUNG ittt 1 00
From Box for United Offering...cccoooeecis coeevseeeieceenennn « 655

Total $173 55
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San Antonio—St. Mark’s.
OFFICERS—Branch A.

President e Mrs. R. M. Fuller
Vice-President® -........cc. oot e B et
Secretary . e - EAS Mrs. C. S. Austin
Treasurer... e Mrs. R. H. McCracken

Box for Missionary in West T eXaS ... $40 00
Subscription to Spirit of MiSSIONS. ..o 100
Contingent FUNd ..ot v

Church at Cripple Creek.
DiStriCt M iSSIONS .ot s

San Antonio—St. Mark’s.
OFFICERS—Branch B.

President......cccoeeveennen o M iss Roberta Johnston
Vice-President.....ceees cvvevieieiiennn, Mrs. Duval West
SECretaArY .o Mrs. Chas.Juhan
TrEASUTET oottt Miss Vance
BOX fOr WESt T EXAS. ittt —eeeesaeaens i$40 oo
Mailing ChUurch N EW S ..o e 18 75
Contingent FUNG ..o e 1 00
DiStriCt MiSSIONS . ciiiiiiiiiiictiiee ettt 10 00
TO MIiSSIONATY i it s o . 2 50
T 0t i $72 25

San Antonio—St. Phillip’s.
OFFICERS.

President........ ...Mrs M. A. Hill
Vice-President ....M rs A. Woods
Secretary Mrs.J. D. Lowery
Treasurer .. .Miss B. Booker

United Offering, $2 05
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Rossvieee—Ail Saints’.

President and Treasurer.............. Mrs. J. C. Ross
SECIretary .o .
District Missions........ $2 0
United Offering........ 100
General Mission Work 635
T0tA et s RS -$9 85

Victoria—T rinity Church.

President....icieenenne, Mrs. L. P. De Monche
Vice-President.....nncinen. Mrs. W. P. Safford
SECIELATY v Mrs. E. M. Shaw
Corresponding Secretary.. rs. A W. Bunnigs
Treasurer.......... e e s Miss Ashworth
FOr DistriCt MiSSIONS..cciiciciiciccceee et 00
FOr FOreign MiSSTIONS. ..o 99
For Domestic MiSSIONS.....ccciiivieiiiiceee e . 600
For Postage on Mite-BOX, LC ..cccviirirnriinnneniciree e 50
T OTA L i e 50
San Marcos—St. Mark’s.

President.. Mrs.L- O. Hutchinson
SECTELIATY oo et Mrs. Young
UnNited OFfferinNg. oo e $275
B 0 X 1 ittt ettt bbbt st b et a et reanan e 10 00

T OtA i s $12 75

E ager Pass—Church of the Redeemer.

United OFfering ..ot s e 27
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Kerrvieee—St. Peter’s.
OFFICERS.
President and Treasurer............... Rev. R. Gaebraith
Vice-President and Secretary___ Mrs. R. Gaebraith

Contingent Fund $1 00

General Missions 6 50
Total. $7 50

Seguin—St. Andrew’s.

United Offering.....cceoevevvvvvcens | v |2 75

Uvaede—St. Phieeip’S.

United Offering.....ccccoveeiniccnns |1 00

Earedo—Christ Church.

United Offering ... $3 00

Runge—St.John’s.

United OFfering. ..o $0 92

REPORT

gtuntnr JUtstliavjj branches.

San Antonio—St. Paue’s.

OFFICERS.
President....inncinnns Mrs. Mary Massey
SeCretary . Mr. Aebert Massey
T reaASUFET oo Miss Aeice BI<ISS

Christmas Festivals to two Mission Schools.......ccccoeviinnee $ 35 00
Gregory Massey Memorial.....ccoevvveinrceennne. ’ A ' 50 00
District MiSSiONS oo e 2 00
“Young Christian Soldier” for St. Ph|II|p S e 8 10
Miss. Eenten Offering... 18 81
Total-... e e, | 116 91
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San Antonio—St. Philip’s.

To Board of MiSSIONS. ..o $2 97
Twenty-six meeting's held for Missionary Study.

Victoria—T rinity.

For Church News
District Missions
District Missions
District Missions

Rossville—AlIl Saints’.

SECTELATY oot Miss Mary Fiske
TrEASUTET ot Miss Hannah Ross
To Gregory Massey Memorial Scholarship.....n $200
HOME MISSTONS covvvuvveecveseiessseessesesses s eessssesssss s ssssssssessenes RS0
Total.s s IR $4 50
'""Cp&vU
Mite boxes (United Offering)....ccovviniiniincneeeee e $ 35 94
MiSSIONATY DOXES it ceseerene e *32 00
DiStriCt M ISSIONS oot et 10150
DOMEStIC M ISSIONS .ot 1350
General Missions.............. 22 85
Foreign MisSiONS....ccconviiiniicnens 10 00
Scholarship..... 10 00
T OtAL i $350 79
Receipts—Contingent FUNd ...t v L oo 00
DiSbUIrSEMEN TS ittt 2 25
BalanCe ..o 273

Lily B. McCracken,
Treasurer of the Jurisdiction.
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The Babies Branch of Western Texas, though
started three years ago this coming Whitsuntide, dates
its year’s work from one August thirtieth to the next,
as this date was reached before the work was fairly
introduced, and is the anniversary of the entrance to
Paradise of the little one in whose memory this Branch
of the Babies Branch was started.

It often seems an unfortunate time, as many mothers
write me, that the boxes and books were left at home at
the time of the summer flitting, and the matter will be
attended to on their return—or another year. There
are mothers who feel the little red treasure box of suffi-
cient importance to be taken. The end of the year cer-
tainly does not conform to the time of Convocation,
from which time reports are supposed to date.

The report of the second year’s work could not be
made until three months after proper date, and even
then many of the boxes were not heard from. Printed
copies of this report were sent to all those known to be
interested in the work, and the head of the Branch will
be glad to give or send copies to any who care for them.

At the time of that report—November, instead of
August thirtieth—ninety-one boxes had been heard from
and contents distributed.

As then over three hundred boxes had been sent out
and two hundred and seventeen names actually enrolled
and membership books given in that two years and a
half of the work, no one will wonder that it seemed
doubtful if the interest taken in it at all justified the
time and expense devoted to it. Since then returns have
been made from twenty-two more boxes and deposted in
bank for distribution at the end of this year.
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Eleven new members have also been enrolled.

The contents of those ninety-one boxes amounted to
$66.37 and was distributed as follows:

FOREIGN.
St. Mary’s Orphanage, Shanghai, China.....cccceocviviies e $474
St. John’s Orphanage, Osaka, Japan ............. .. 475
Bricely Memorial Building, Cape Palmer, Africa.............. 4 51
Mary Josephine Hooker Memorial School and Orphanage,
City 0Ff M EXICO ..ot 4 51

domestic.

The Good Physician Hospital, Columbia, South Carolina. .$ 2 87

Mrs. Buford’s Hospital, Lawrenceville, la ..o 310
Miss Sibyl Carter for sick Indian Children in Minnesota... 3 62
Bell at Cannon Ball, North Dakota.......ccccoocvnennnee. . 292

Indian School, Shoshone, Wyoming......cccccoee onnnnnnnnnnns 2 92
Junior Auxiliary Publishing Company, Conn.......ccccecvvninne 3 54
JURISDICTION.

Widows and Orphans of Deceased Clergymen.......ccccveenne. $ 590
District MiSSIONS. ..ottt s 6 60
Gregory Massey Memorial Scholarship, W. Y. M. A. 6 63
Babies Branch eXpensSes. .. st 9 49

The Church Almanac reports fifty-five places in
Western Texas in which our Church services are held.
The Babies Branch is represented in eleven of these and
five parishes-in San Antonio. Victoria, Rossville and
Eagle Pass have appreciated the Babies Branch from its
first introduction in their midst, though Eagle Pass was
a year later in taking it up.

As the list now stands in my book at this past way
stage in this year’s work, Victoria has twenty-five mem-
bers, the number having been decreased last August by

Original document located in The Archives of the Episcopal Church.



14

the advancement of six children to the Junior Auxiliary.
Of the twenty-five now left eight belong to the Memo-
rial Circle.

Eagle Pass—Twenty-seven.

Rossville—Eleven.

Del Rio—Six, one of whom belongs to the Memorial
Circle, and has two boxes kept in his memory.

San Marcos—Six.

Kyle—Four.
Pearsall—Two.
Cuero—One.

Beeville—One.

Brackettville—One.

Boerne—One. This in the Memorial Circle, the box
kept by a Presbyterian grand-mother and the parents
are Methodists.

The Laredo and Gonzales pages in my book give me
a heartache whenever | see them, or think of the twelve
members in the former, and ten in the latter place, that
were enrolled and heard from the first year, and lost
afterwards because no one cared enough about the matter
to return the boxes and books to their owners.

In San Antonio:

St. Mark’s—Sixteen, including four who belong to
the Memorial Circle. All but two of these sixteen mem-
bers have been enrolled through influences from Victoria
and Rossville.

St. Paul’s—Five.

St. Phillip’s—Three.

St. John’s—One.

Trinity Mission—One.
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There are four members of the Western Texas
Babies Branch on a plantation in Louisiana; six in Mo-
bile, Alabama; thirteen in Monterey, Mexico, ancTone in
Rochester, New York.

Either the work is not really understood, or its beau-
tiful teaching-not appreciated. Surely if parents could
be broug-ht to realize the influence of training-their little
ones to know the -privilege of sharing-in God’s work with
their gifts, consecrated by prayer, they would not be
willing-to deprive their children of the blessing-

“Pennies a week, and a prayer,
"Twas the prayer perhaps after all

That the work has done and blessing-brought,
The gift was so very small.

“Pennies a week and a prayer,
Truly and heartily given,

The treasure of earth will all melt away
This is treasure laid up in Heaven.”

May | make one more effort to have you understand
and appreciate the work of the Babies Branch—now
carried on in most of the Dioceses and in these Jurisdic-
tions—before | bid a long- probably a final farewell to
Texas? On joining the Babies Branch of the Junior
Auxiliary to the Board of Missions, each child sends to
the Head' of the Branch five cents as its share in the
triennial United Offering of the Woman’s Auxiliary. It
then receives its mite box and membership book.

Five ideas are to be taught by this Society:

First. Every baby by baptism becomes a member
of the Missionary Society, which is the Church.
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Second. The first day of the week the penny must
go in the box to form the habit of layingl apart for the
Lord/

Third. It is not to strengthen any one parish, but
the whole Church.

Fourth. Our interests are not to be limited to any
one field, but to be given to Foreign and Domestic as
well as Diocesan or District.

Fifth. Like the true Missionary Spirit there is to
be no limit to its work. The little ones, if transplanted
to Paradise, are not to have their work given up, but
their gifts are to go on from year to year, given by some
one, or more, in the home-circle from whom the little
one has been taken.

These important items are to be remembered, the
box, book and, date of sending them to the Head of the
Branch.

First. The box is to be considered as a treasure
house where a sacred gift is kept, and therefore cared
for with reverence. On Sunday after the prayer and
text have been said by the child, or for it, if it is too
young to say them, and gift placed in the box, it must
be put back carefully in its resting place for the week.

Second. The book is to be sent each year with the
amount in box, so that the money and the way it has
been distributed may be recorded.

Third. The date for sending, for the Western
Texas Branch is August thirtieth. The date is recorded
in each book, and it would be a very great help if each
one would be prompt.

In conclusion let me give you “a vision of the ‘Chil-
dren’s Chain’ seen by one of our dearly loved officers of
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the Woman’s Auxiliary. She seemed to see a troop of
children, gay and joyous and light-hearted; and they
passed on and on and on, hand in hand, dancing and
singing as they went, until at last they made a chain
that circled all the globe. They were led by a little
band, in white robes, with palms in their hands, and on
the leaves of'the palm branches were stories written, all
in letters of shining gold. There was the little captive
maid; there, the son of the widow of Sarepta; there, the
lad with the five barley loaves and two small fishes.
And there, too, were tiny babies, dazzling bright, in
garments washed in the blood of martyrdom, shed un-
consciously for One who was to die for them; and other
children, who sang Hosanna as their King went on His
way to His Throne and Kingdom.

“Leading them all there passed a Heavenly Boy
from Whose unearthly face and figure floated back all
the rays of glory that lighted up each and every legend.
He carried no palm-branch, but on His head He wore a
crown, and all about it flashed jewels, more brilliant
than diamonds, and they made a sentence which every
child could read: ANist ye not that | must be about my
Father’s business?’

“Those who followed on, after this fair company of
little ones, were more like earth’s ordinary children, but
of every land and time; and above them floated a shining
host, strong and glorious, their Angels, who in Heaven
do always behold the Face of the Father.

“It was very strange, and yet it truly seemed as
though there was no longer any work to be done more
difficult than might be wrought by this chain of children
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and their Angel guard. Why should anything be too
hard to do, when He, who was the World’s Example,
came to the task He had undertaken as a little child?”

Mary Gregory Massey,
Head of the Babies Branch of Western Texas.
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With the memory still in our hearts of Mrs- Twinges
visit amonglus in 95, and of Mrs. Tuttle’s helpful ad-
dress at the Convocation last May, we felt a great longing
to have with us to-day some one who could speak to us, as
they did, from long- years of experience in the work of the
Woman’s Auxiliary, and of missionary study. Unfor-
tunately our treasury was not sufficiently well filled to
permit of the necessary expenditure of money; so we can
only talk tog-ether to-day of the Auxiliary work as it is
in this jurisdiction, and as we would like to have it.

Our West Texas Branch of the Woman’s Auxiliary
is one of the young-est of the eighty Sister Branches,
being one of five organized within the last two years,
the Branch in Alaska being the youngest. Therefore
we have much to learn.

As officers of this jurisdiction we have tried hard to
see a branch of the Woman’s Auxiliary, no matter how
small, organized in each parish, and these parish
branches united in a common interest; and we are much
encouraged to hear sixteen branches reported to-day
where eight answered to the roll-call last year; and we
hope to see the sixteen doubled by our next annual
meeting.

The main trouble seems to be in the fact that each
parish feels its inability to give or labor for anything
outside of itself, and does not really understand what is
expected of members of the Woman’s Auxiliary.
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Possibly it might be well for us to give it its full
name every time we speak of it; the Woman’s Auxi-
liary to the Board of Missions. Large societies of all
kinds frequently have auxiliaries, and these are often
bodies of women, who, while they cannot organize and
Carry on the work undertaken by the large society are
still glad to help. And so when the Board of Missions
years ago found that the women of the Church were
willing and eager to contribute their time and money
toward the spread of the Gospel, they gladly welcomed
them as their auxiliaries, and asked that they unite the
world over, to study about, and work for the cause of
Missions. And each Church woman should take some
part in this work. There is work to be done for the
parish we know, and there is work to be done by the
Woman’s Auxiliary. Both have claims upon us, but
that of the Auxiliary is the stronger.

We love to labor each for her own particular church,
for we desire to see the house of God, in which we wor-
ship, as beautiful as we can make it. We want a well
furnished chancel, a fine organ, a good choir, comfort-
ably- cushioned pews, a sweet-toned bell to call us to
service, and well kept grounds around the church. In-
deed there is no limit to the amount of money we would
like to spend upon this particular house of God where
we worship, and women work hard, and make many
sacrifices to obtain the means to carry out their desires
for the “Church Beautiful.” This is all right, and
every woman in every parish should have her share in it.
But, have we a right to devote all our time, and strength,
and money to this claim, which, after all, is greatly for

\'
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out own comfort and satisfaction, and not for the up-
buildinglof His Kingdom.

Think now of the claim of the Auxiliary.

The commands of our Lord are very dear to all
Church women, and if you will remember, He g-ave us
just one command after his resurrection. You all know
it, for it is repeated by each of the evangelists.with only
a slight chang-e of wordingl

“Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to
every creature.” Again:

“Go ye teach all nations, baptizinglthem in the_
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost.” Again:

“That repentance and remission of sin might be
preached to all nations.”

WTe all accept this as a command direct from the
Master. We all pray daily that it may be carried out.
“Thy Kingdom Come.” Now what are we doing to
further the work?

The command has been given, and we must either
go or send. Few of us can go; but we can all join hands
in-the membership of the Woman’s Auxiliary and thus
aid in sending “The Gospel to every creature.” We can
send love and sympathy, clothes, books, and money to
those who are laboring in far away lands.  And, while
each one’s mite seems almost too insignificant to send,
not even a drop in the bucket, unite them, and see what
all the mites gathered into one sum make. Last year it
was $365,000. And is it not a privilege to be allowed to
share in such a gift?
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Do not abandon Parish work, but add to it Auxiliary
work. No Parish can afford to do nothing for Missions;
for where Mission work prospers, home work prospers.

No one wishes to give to an object or person about
which she knows nothing. So here is the first line of
Auxiliary work; to study about Missions.

At the meetings of the Parish Branches let the
President, or presiding officer, see that a half hour’ in-
teresting reading about some one of the mission fields is
ready, and that some one was appointed at the previous
meeting to read it. Have ready also some kind of sew-
ing which, when completed, will be acceptable to the
family of some missionary. And as you set the stitches,
and hear about those who give not a half hour every
other week, but their whole lives to the Master, | know
your interest will grow, and you will want to read more
and more. Have always one copy of the “Spirit of
Missions” on file, for this will keep you informed as to
the whole Mission field of the Church. And if you be-
come interested in any particular woman in the Mission
field write to her, and you will make her glad, and be so
pleased with the prompt interesting answer you will be
sure to receive. And do not forget the contribution to
the little mite boxes at each meeting. They ask for a
penny a day from each member if possible. If not, just
what she can give, for the amounts collected from these
boxes once in three years is presented as a grand united
offering of praise and thanksgiving from all the women
in the Church, and is used to support one more woman
in the Mission field of some far away country.

Our jurisdiction is not composed of wealthy parishes,
but of those where giving at all means a sacrifice. But

'V
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once allow your interest to grow, and you will make the
sacrifice gladly, and learn to love the work of the
Woman’s Auxiliary.

I must say one word to the Juniors, who have given
us such good reports to-day, and who always work so
faithfully.

The hope of the Woman’s Auxiliary rests in you.
So learn all you can for you will soon be the “Woman’s
Auxiliary,” and the members of the *“Babies Branch”
will be waiting to take your places.

A very great help to the Branches in the different
parishes is found in the interest shown in the work by
the rector. If he can be present to open the meeting,
and give it his influence in every way, he may perhaps
find a new and unexpected interest in Missions himself.

The reports read to-day show that as a jurisdiction
we have taken a step forward this year, and we have
reason to feel greatly encouraged. Now let us see if a
still greater advance can be made in the year before us
now, that at our next annual meeting we may have a re-
port of which our Bishop will be proud, and which may
perhaps merit the “Well done” of the Master.
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