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Address of the President.

Ou r  annual m eeting is always an occasion of in ­
te re s t and of im portance as regard s  our w ork as a 
B ranch of the  W oman’s Auxiliary, but each tim e th a t 
our Diocesan re-union precedes the gathering  of the 
B ranches of the  Auxiliary from  all the Dioceses at 
its  g rea t Triennial, the in te res t rises and deepens, 
its  im portance becomes more evident, its  reasons for 
being more pronounced; its  claim upon tha tdn terest and 
upon our best efforts more insistent. We have reached 
tha t culm inating point th is June. The fast flying 
weeks will soon bring  us to October, and the sum m ing 
of the year’s w ork yields precedence to the  count of 
the  three years in behalf of the object of the united 
effort of the  Auxiliary in all its home and foreign sub­
divisions. Needs m ust—such being the case—that 
we bring it to the  fron t in the very  beginning of our 
resume of work completed, because in reference to 
th a t period, it is work still pending, still appealing 
and capable of being wonderfully advanced in the 
four m onths preceding the final ingathering. 
Usually it is the closing topic upon which our repo rt 
touches—let me, for the  reasons above given, em ­
phasize anew its  importance, even though it may 
seem an alm ost w earying repetition. The ground 
has been thoroughly gone over before. In  our last 
report the  object was fully explained, and the  need 
for th a t object most carefully recap itu lated—i. e. 
“The gathering  together of a fund for the tra in ing  
and support of women M issionaries.”
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The fact th a t such an object should appeal to 
each m em ber of our body with unusual force, has 
been dwelt upon earnestly. These are the days of 
awaKening to the tru e  power of woman. More than 
a t any period since wdiat has been called her “em an­
cipation,'’ but which, in reality, was the final yielding 
to h e r—under and through the Gospel of our blessed 
Lord—of the place He gave her when He recognized 
her in His life, a t His death and in His resurrection  
m orning as meet for His companionship and for His 
perpetual service. The ages from  then till now, 
a tte s t her power, her fitness, her unquestioned 
ability when consecrated to the onward movement 
which makes for righteousness, and in all the various 
factors w hether or m aterial work, or spiritual effort, 
which fu rth e r  tha t purpose and prom ote the end.
The end, it is true, is not yet in sight, bu t tha t ‘Sfaith 
which is the evidence of th ings unseen, ” lays hold 
upon it—anticipates i t—with a confidence unshaken 
because based upon prom ises immutable.

Women—even though having the record referred  
to, of effort and toil—often with seem ing failure, and 
always w ith unspeakable longings for b e tte r re tu rns, 
and yet with such trium phs of achievem ent as light v 
the darkest ages with the glow of C hristian life — 
realize now b e tte r than ever before, th a t they have a 
work to do, active and aggressive, in the Mission 
field, far in advance of any hitherto  undertaker.
And that work requ ires a preparation such as was 
not deemed essential in those earlier efforts. Our 
best m ust be given to the' service of our Lord, and 
tha t “b e s t’’ m ust take on the equipm ent for its 
g rea te r efficiency which all the advancem ents of 
knowledge render necessary. There are  adjuncts to 
the sp iritual g ift and effort, which cannot be om itted 
in the wise preparation for the work of winning’ the 
heathen. That our God can do all th ings without

Original document located in The Archives of the Episcopal Church. 



14

us—th at He does not need us, is tru e —but not more 
tru e  than th a t He elects to use in strum en ts  for the 
accom plishm ent of His purpose, and th a t He has 
appointed tha t the awakening to life in these dead 
nations m ust come through  hum an instrum entality . 
Surely  we should desire th a t in sending fo rth  these 
women m issionaries, every effort should be made to 
pu t them  in a position to deal wisely with the m yriad 
needs they encounter in the ir work. The tra in ing  
m ust fit them  to m inister to the body as well as to 
labor for the soul, and a knowledge of hygiene and 
medicine and the skill of the accomplished nu rse  are  
often the open sesam e which enables them  to come 
in touch w ith the sleeping spirit, and to quicken it 
from its  trance. So too a language m ust be acqu ired- 
often more than  one—and thus the “word in sea,son” 
has im m ediate access to the “hearing e a r.” These 
are  but salient fea tu res of the  preparation  deemed 
necessary  to fit these women m issionaries for the  
work before them. And it is to provide the means 
so to fit them, and to m aintain them  at the post of 
duty, that the  United Offering for the th ree  years 
ending October, 1898, is to be devoted. I t  is our 
own especial w ork—it appeals as from  woman to 
woman. When the world is waking up to the  im ­
portance of M issions—w hen the casual trave le r in 
the  far East w ith only vague affiliations for the re ­
ligion of Christ, m akes—as is so often done—ac­
knowledgement of the  wonderful power of th a t faith  
over darkest heathendom to elevate and to enlighten 
—when the church  sounds such earnest appeals for 
help as are continually reaching us—when the “S tu ­
dents Volunteer M ovem ent” which recently  m et in 
Cleveland in “M issionary Council;” “a movem ent 
founded on faith and enforced by prayer, ” banding 
its  m em bers together w ith the s tirrin g  watch c ry  
“The Evangelization of the world in this generation ,”
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and with the g rea t purpose of in te resting  College 
undergraduates in the cause of M issions a t home 
and abroad—recru iting  from  these studen t ranks 
for M issionary work, the brave young hearts, the 
quick young blood, the enthusiasm  of youth, eager 
for consecration to such high and holy effort—shall 
not the women rally to the ir own especial work, the 
giving of th e ir abundance—or if need be, of the ir 
poverty—to p repare  the volunteers from  their ranks 
for the waiting places and appealing opportunities 
none bu t them selves can fill? “There are  yet four 
m onths and then—the h a rv es t.” Let us make it 
abundant. Let the forgotten mite box be brought out, 
or if it has not been forgotten, em pty it into the 
trea su ry  and refill. Perhaps our sp irits  have been 
laggard—we have sighed over the “much to do” in 
all directions, and felt th a t little could be done in 
th is one. But—we can concentrate now—we can give 
th is object the forem ost place, and far exceed, if we 
only will, the sum  sent up by our Diocesan B ranch 
at the  General Convention of 1895. The “field” is, 
indeed, “the W orld,” and we owe it to the Lord of the 
harvest—and to our own souls—to en ter w ith dili­
gence upon that' portion of it which needs all th a t we 
can do tow ards its tillage—our efforts, our offerings, 
our p rayers.

N otw ithstanding the frequen t appeals made in 
th is direction, our roll of working parishes is but 
little enlarged since our last meeting. One or two 
which have worked with, us occasionally—̂ without 
regular organization—have since June  become 
definitely attached to the Auxiliary, bu t o ther 
parishes which now and then assis t in the  work— 
though frequently  urged—have not become identified 
w ith it corporately. That th is is reg re ttab le  has 
been shown before, when we have characterized the 
W oman’s Auxiliary as a “working body” so system a
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tized th a t nothing- can be lost which comes to it for 
d istribution through its  many channels of usefulness. 
I t  is the  best medium for reaching the various— 
the very  many—objects, which are  the purpose of its 
existence. And that it is “the b e tte r  wTa y ” m ust be 
conceded when we consider the  wisdom of those who 
w ere in strum en ta l in its  institu tion  more than 
tw enty-six years ago. I ts  form ation has been de­
scribed as a “definite step  in the adm inistration of 
the  Board of M issions at a tim e when new life was 
S tirring in the ch u rch ” —and upon its  existence, the 
seal of approval was set by unanimous consent of the 
Bishops and Clerical and lay deputies then  assem ­
bled in General Convention. The late deeply 
lam ented Dr. Langford, General S ecre tary  of the 
Board of M issions, in the A nniversary  serm on 
preached in Cincinnati in October, 1896, thus sum s 
its  work—as, in the main,—“supporting Scholarships 
and M issionaries, educating and sending out its  own 
M issionary represen tatives, d issem inating inform a­
tion, conducting m eetings, establishing tra in ing  
schools- -as well as insuring  the lives of M issionaries, 
and supplem enting th e ir stipends”— “and thus, in a 
g rea t variety  of w ays,” he adds, “the Auxiliary has 
accomplished all and m ore than  all th a t its  m ost 
sanguine projectors dream ed of.” The eloquent lips 
th a t spoke d:hus appreciatively of A uxiliary work 
are  now silent,—but the words are  w ith us, and the 
w orth of such testim ony to the  efficiency of the 
W oman’s Auxiliary, should not only win to it the 
scattered  and irreg u la r forces th a t in the  different 
parishes occasionally give it assistance, bu t should 
in every  parish  arouse the desire to ga ther all 
C hristian women as w orkers, into a regu lar branch 
which will take hold of M issionary work w ith ardo r,— 
and each year add its  quota to w hat our few branches 
are  now^doing under difficulties and discouragem ents
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from  this lam entable indifference on the p a rt of the 
m ajority of parishes in the Diocese. I t  rem ains to 
be said tha t the lines of our work are nearly  un­
changed. There is still a deficit—a small one it is 
tru e —in the am ount pledged to Africa. As before 
stated, of our then eight working branches—and it 
was for the eight the com paratively small sum of 
1100 was pledged—some responded with a p rom pt­
ness which was cheering to the  officers, who at Cin­
cinnati had assum ed th is responsibility for them — 
the rem aining branches—if not indifferent—at least 
failing to respond to the need.

The life insurance of our M issionary to Brazil is 
faithfully maintained. M issionary boxes are p re ­
pared each year by most of the Parochial branches— 
and besides these welcome aids to the poorly paid 
M issionaries in the field, each P arish  has some 
special work within its own lim its to which tim e and 
money are devoted. The “W oman’s M ite to M is­
sions ’ is zealously collected by Auxiliary m em bers 
throughout the Diocese. This is an essential help to 
our Bishop in his special work, and there  should be 
no falling off in the contributions. Every  communi­
cant should feel it a privilege to give th is supple­
m entary  mite over and above all g ifts or pledges to 
the  same end.

But should the lines of our Auxiliary work rem ain 
so nearly  unaltered? To be satisfied with doing ju st 
so m uch and no m ore—to be willing not to advance, 
provided we do not retrograde, is not the sp irit 
which so largely anim ates the o ther Dioceses. Their 
reports  come in, filled with records of work done—or 
work to which they reach out. These reports 
breathe the very  sp irit of conquest—there  is an 
'ardor preceptible in every  page—it is often as if they 
were being spurred  to effort v p L tlie  old spiritual

/
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injunction “The night cometh when no man can 
work. ’ ’

The same .sp irit pervaded the M onthly Confer­
ence of officers a t the Church M issions House in 
New Y ork in January . A t th is m eeting there  were 
th ir ty  officers—represen ting  seventeen Dioceses. 
A m em ber of our own branch  then  p resen t was im ­
pressed  by the deep earnestness of th is ga thering— 
their full and in teresting  contributions to the general 
fund of inform ation regard ing  the work, and the 
w onderful variety of the work done in their Dioceses 
through  the A uxiliary—the m any helpful sugges­
tions—the eagerness to l6arn the best m ethods of 
conducting work—the solemn sense of responsibility 
—the realization th a t the  object for which they  
had come together was not of fleeting in te re s t—not a 
m ere incident, a m om entary occupation to be put 
asideand rem em bered only occasionally, bu t- a pledged 
part of their Christian life, to be continually and p ray e r­
fully borne in mind and unceasingly labored for. 
Shall we not em ulate the faith and feeling and effort 
of the  Churchwom en of those s is te r Dioceses? 
“ We pass this way but once' ’—w hat are we doing with 
our opportunities?

M r s . W. H. S m a l l ,
P residen t W est V irginia Diocesan B ranch W oman’s

Auxiliary.
May, 1898.
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Report of Trinity Parish Branch. 
Parkersburg, VV. Va.

The M inutes of the A uxiliary record  the delight­
ful day spent at the Council in Point P leasant last 
June; the pleasant m eeting of the Auxiliary in the  
P resby terian  Church kindly loaned for the occasion; 
and our appreciation of the kind hospitality extended 
to the delegates, by the good ladies of our church in 
th a t place.

The sum m er work of the Auxiliary consisted in 
preparing  a box for an aged M issionary in Wyoming. 
I t  was valued a t one hundred and seventy-five dol­
lars. The box was memorable for having received 
contributions from  such varied sources, as to show a 
wide spread in te rest in the W oman’s Auxiliary in 
our parish, th a t was most encouraging. Besides the 
regu lar dues of m em bers here in P arkersburg , the 
branch a t W illiamstown came to our assistance with 
money, a beautiful w orsted quilt and m aterials for 
m aking up. There were special contributions of 
money, clothing, blankets and d ry  goods from  our 
own m em bers. The devoted daughters of two of our 
loved m em bers, who have been “called to the ir re ­
w ard ,” made memorial offerings. May the generous 
example set be followed by many.

The g ratefu l le tte rs  received upon the receipt of 
th is box, should make us all feel w hat a privilege it is 
to m inister to those, who although past th ree  score 
years and ten, are  still able and willing to ca rry  the 
blessing of our Church to those who have it not.
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The W oman’s Mite for Diocesan M issions has 

been collected by Miss Bradenbaugh, acting for M rs. 
Peterkin . I t  am ounts to th irty -th ree  dollars thus 
far, and we still hope for fu rth e r  contributions.

Each m em ber of the Auxiliary has a mite box for 
the  united offering to be collected before the General 
Convention in October; and some persons who are not 
m em bers of the  Auxiliary have taken them.

In  addition to these boxes, we have a mite box 
for General M issions. This is b rought to each m onth­
ly meeting, and the m em bers deposit w hatever 
amount, however small, they  may feel inclined to give. 
This was done in response to an appeal made by our 
dear Bishop for a w ider and deeper in te res t in M is­
sions.

We continue to pay our quota of the life in su r­
ance of Rev. Mr. Meem, one of th a t faithful little 
band who are  working in Brazil.

There have been special services held in the 
Church on two of the days appoin ted ; and we hope to 
be able to observe all four during  the coming year.

The M onthly M eetings have been held with reg ­
ularity. Our lis t of m em bers has not increased as 
we could w is h ; and how to gain a wider in te res t in 
the  W oman’s A uxiliary among the m em bers of our 
congregation, has been anxiously discussed. A t some 
of our m eetings we have read articles from “The 
S p irit of M issions,” and o ther sources upon the sub­
ject of Missions.

A pam phlet read by M rs. Small from  the Rev. 
Churchill Satterlee, of N orth Carolina, induced us to 
ask  for nam es from  his diocese to make a selection 
for the  box th a t we will p repare  during  the summ er.

W ith m any discouragem ents, and seem ingly to 
have done so little, th ere  have been many blessings 
showered upon our feeble branch of the  W oman’s 
A uxiliary; bu t hum bly acknowledging all th a t has
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been left undone, we can yet take courage and con­
tinue the work, upon which God has prom ised His 
b lessing; even if it is no more than “a cup of cold 
w ater given unto the least of these our b re th ren .”

N. B. B ra d en ba u g h , 
A cting Secretary.

P arkersburg , May, 1898.
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KANAWHA CONVOCATION. 

St. John’s Parish Branch, 
Charleston, W. Va.

April, 1898.
Box to S isseton Agency, South Da-

kota, Value, :$ 50.00
(Rev. John Robinson, M issionary.)
Money expended on box. 32.59
Auxiliary expenses, - 4.77
Brazil Life Insurance, Rev. Mr. '

Meem, 10.00
Aid to a Divinity S tudent, St. Jo h n ’s

Parish , Sept., 1897, - - - 27.85

R e p o r t  o f  t h e  T r in it y  B ranch  o f  t h e  W o m a n ’s 
Au x il a r y : Tr in it y  Ch u rch , H u n t in g t o n ,

W. Va., A p r il  18, 1898.

Our Society was organized Ju ly  2nd, 1897. Met 
for actual work Sept 28th, 1897. Have held regu lar 
m onthly m eetings.

C ontributed to re-building the 
church  a t Hinton, - -

W om an’s Mite, - - -
$12.05

3.00
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C hristm as Box sent to St. Albans,
W. Va., Value, - - - - 11.80

Life Insurance, M issionary to B ra ­
zil, - - - - - - 5.00

W oman’s Mite to M issions, g 4.00

Total, - - - 82.85
M r s . E l y  E n sig n , Sec. and Treas.

R e po r t  o f  J un io r  A u x il ia r y , F a it h f u l  H e l p e r s . 
T r in it y  Ch u rch , H u n t in g t o n .

To Rev. L. L. Kinsolving, Brazil, $ 6.00 
C hristm as Box, St. Albans, W. Va., 2.75 
To church assessm ent, - - 4.00

Total - - . $12.75
M in n ie  De r b y s h ir e , Secretary.

R e po r t  o f  A scen sion  P a rish  B ra n ch , H in t o n .
Church Building fund - - $ 60.00
Pulp it fu rn itu re  - - - 150.00
Box for Sheltering  A rm s - - 23.57
United Offering ‘‘Babies B ranch” 3.00
Brazil, M issionary Insurance, - 3.00
Jun io r Auxiliary, for Font - 28.00
P rin ting  fund, - - - - . .50

M r s . M. E. B a r k sd a l e , Secretary.
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NORTHWESTERN CONVOCATION.

Report of St. Luke’s Parish Branch. 
W heeling, W. Va.

Box Rev. W. P. Brown, B astrop,
La., Nov. 19th, 1897. Value $148.00 

“H enry H obart M orrell,” Scholar­
ship, Shanghai, China, to Miss 
J. C. Em ery, Sept, and May, - 40.00

M issionary Life Insurance, (to Mrs.
S m a l l ) , ..................................... ' 5.00

C entral Fund, (to M rs. Small), - 2.00

R e po r t  o f  S t . Ma t t h e w ’s P a rish  B ra n ch . 
W h e e l in g .

Rev. W. H. B urkhard t, November,
1897, 1 box, - - . - - $82.00

Rev. F. A. Mead, Hinton, W. Va., 10.00 
To M rs. Peterkin , W oman’s Mite 

to Missions, - - - - 40.00
M issionary Life Insurance, - 5.00
C entral Fund, - - - 2.00

“Ba bies  B ra n ch . ”

S t . M a t t h e w ’s—W h e e l in g .

Box to Indians, Shoshone Agency, 
November, - - - - - $ 5.68

y
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Box sent to Sunday School at B erke­
ley Springs, Rev. C. C. Pearson, 
December 25th, - - - " 6 . 8 8

Box sent to St. Andrews S. School.
Dec. 25th, (Rev. S. H. Young). - 10.00

Given St. M atthew ’s S. School,;
M arch, - - - - - 21.50

Total, - - - 44.06

R e po r t  o f  T r in it y  P a rish  B ra n ch , P a rk ersbu rg

Box, Dr. Huntington, Saratoga,
Wyoming, October, 1897, value, $175.00 ^  

Central Fund, - - - - 2.50
M issionary Life Insurance, - 10.00
W oman’s Mite to Missions, collected 

by Miss Bradenbaugh, - - 33.00
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VALLEY CONVOCATION.
Report of Woman’s Auxiliary at Charles Town, W. Va. 

From October, 1897, to Easter, 1898.

Of f ic e r s .
M rs. R. P. Chew, President.
M rs. C. W. Smith, V ice-President.
M rs. R. B. Alexander, Secretary.
M iss H unter, T reasurer.

M embers, thirty-one (31).
$75.00 paid tow ards salary of the M issionary in 

charge a t H arpers P erry , W. Va.
Box of in fan ts’ and ch ild ren’s clothing sen t for 

d istribu tion  to the wife of Bishop Spaudling a t Den­
ver, Col.

Valued at $ 35.00
$3.00 to United Offering and $2.00 to prin ting  fund: 
$1.60 Life Insurance, B razil M issionary.

Total $115.00

Report of the Junior Auxiliary of Charles Town, W. Va., 
From June, 1897 to June 1898

Of f ic e r s .
Mrs. F rank  Beckwith, P resident,
M iss H. J. Howell, Vice-President.
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Miss Katie M. A isquith, T reasurer. 
Miss L ettie C. Ambler, Secretary. 

N um ber of M embers: twenty-two.
Money given for the church paper

in Brazil - - - - - $ 50.00
To the Rector for a ss is tan t’s salary 75.00 
For St. A ndrew s Mission, - - 10.00
Life insurance of m inister in Brazil,

(1897) - > - 3.00
Life insurance of m inister in Brazil,

(1898) - .....................................  8.00

REPORT OF WOMAN’S AU XILIARY OF TR IN ITY  
CHURCH, M ARTINSBURG, W. VA.

FO R THE Y EA R ENDING  APRIL 1st, 1898.
President, Miss M. G. M cSherry.
T reasurer, M rs. Wm. B urkhardt.
Secretary , M rs. H enry Thomas.
W oman’s Mite to M rs. George W.

Peterkin , - - - - $ 4.00
To Foreign M issions, - - - 1ÍK70
To Domestic Missions, - - 10\70

\

Total - - - - I  25.40
To Central Fund - - - - 1.00

M r s . H e n r y  T h o m a s , Secretary.

REPORT OF JUN IO R AU X ILIA RY  OF T R IN ITY  
EPISCOPAL CHURCH, M ARTINSBURG, 

W EST V IRG IN IA .
Rev. H enry Thomas, Rector, for the year ending 

May 31st, 1898.
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Since the last annual report, the Jun ior A ux­
iliary of th is parish  was not in active working order 
for several, months on account of the absence of its 
m em bers during  the summ er.

October 7th, 1897, it re-organized and enrolled 
eight m em bers who have held regu lar m eetings and 
are  now a prosperous Auxiliary.

They have built in Sunday School room addition 
to L ib rary  at cost of - - - - $10.00

Am ount paid Miss M cSherry  for in ­
surance fund - 1.00

$11.00
Also an amount is being set aside to be appro­

pria ted  to the United Offering.
An enterta inm ent was given by the Junior 

Auxiliary, May 12th and 13th, from  which was 
realized $—— , in addition to $6.39 in bank, which 
will be appropriated  in p a rt for books for Sunday 
school library.

Respectfully subm itted,
K orah  S t u c k e y , S ec re ta ry .

Trinity Church, Shepherdstown.

Box to Sheltering Arm s Hospital,
sen t April 14th, value - - $ 9.34

N um ber of m em bers, fifteen.
Jun ior A uxiliary made at the ir

bazar last sum m er - - - 12.42
Their work for Cuba amounted to 2.00
They also send some work to The Sheltering 

A rm s Hospital.
The A uxiliary sent clothing for Cuba made by 

them selves—plain sk irts, sacques, &c., besides send-
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ing supplies of canned meats, bacon and other 
needed things.

Ma r t h a  Ma g r u l d e r , Secretary.

REPORT OF PA R ISH  BRANCH, MT. ZION 
CHURCH, HEDGESVILLE.

W oman’s Mite, $ 6.00
Central Fund, - - - J 2.00
Convocation Missions, - - 10.00
F or B ishop’s salary  and contingent

fund - - - - - 10.00
F or Sunday School expenses, - 13.28
For Diocesan Missions, - - - 5.00
Fuel for Church, - - . 5.00
For R ectory and robing room im ­

provem ent - - - - 8.00'
Contingent expenses, - - - 1.54

$ 60.82
M r s . W. T. L e a v e l l .

REPORT OF PA R ISH  BRANCH GRACE CHURCH, 
.MIDDLEWAY.

To W oman’s Mite, - - - $ 5.00
1 box of clothes and provisions to Cuba—$50.00 

being cleared at a supper given for th is purpose.
Also repairs on Rectory.

Mr s . W il l is , P re s id en t.
M iss S a l l ie  E v a n s , Secretary.
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO CENTRAL FUND.
Zion Church, Charles Town, $ 2.00
Mt. Zion Church, Hedgesville, 2.00
St. M atthew s Church, Wheeling, 2.00
St. Lukes Church, Wheeling, 2.00
St. Johns, Charleston, for 1897 and

1898, - - - - - - 4.00
Of which $1.50 was used in 1897,
leaving balance 2.50

T rin ity  Church, P arkersbu rg , 2.50
Ascension Church, Hinton, - .50
Trinity , M artinsburg, 1.00

Total $ 15.00
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