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CANONS 2.5, 3.1–3         TITLE III
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Sec. 5. The Commission may adopt rules for its work, subject to the
approval of the Bish op; Provided, they are not inconsistent with the
Constitution and Canons of this Church or of the Diocese. These rules may
include provision for committees of the Commission to act on its behalf;
however,  ultimate responsibility shall remain with the Com mission as a
whole  to report to the Bishop concerning an applicant’s fitness and  readi-
ness for admission as a Postulant or Candidate, for ordination to the Dia-
conate and, if requested by the Bishop, to the Priesthood.

CANON 3: Of Licensed Lay Persons

Sec. 1  (a) A confirmed communicant in good standing may serve as Lay
Reader, Pastoral Leader, Lay Preacher, Lay Eucharistic Minister, or
Catechist,  if licensed by the Bishop or Ecclesiastical Authority of the
Diocese  in which the person is a member. Guidelines for training and
selection of such persons shall be established by the Bishop.

(b) The Presiding Bishop or the Bishop Suffragan for the Armed Forces
may l icense a member of the Armed Forces to exercise one or more of
these ministries in th e Arm ed Forc es in accor dance w ith the provisions of
this Canon.

(c) A Diocesa n Bishop  or the Ec clesiastical Au thority m ay license d uly
certified Church Army Evangelists to exercise one or more of these
ministries in accordance with the provisions of this Canon.

Sec. 2 (a) A license sh all be given  only at the  request, a nd upo n the
recommendation, of the Member of the Clergy in charge of the
Congregation in which the pe rson will be serving. The license shall be
issued for a period of time not to exceed three years and shall be rev ocable
by the Bishop, or upon the request of the Member of the Clergy in charge
of the Congregation.

(b) Renewal of the license shall be determined on the basis of the
acceptab le performance of the ministry by the licensee and upon the en-
dorsement of the Member of the Clergy in charge of the Con gregation  in
which the person is serving.

(c) A person licen sed in any D iocese under the provisions of this Canon
may serve in another Congregation in the same or another Diocese at the
invitation of the Member of the Clergy in charge, and with the consent of
the Bishop in whose jurisdiction the service will occur.

(d) The person licensed shall conform to the directions of the Bishop
and the Member of the Clergy in charge of the Congregation in which the
person is serving, in all matters relating to the conduct of services, the
sermons to be read, and the dress to be worn. In every respect, the person
licensed shall conform  to the requ iremen ts and limita tions set forth  in the
rubrics and other directions of the Book of Com mon Prayer.

Sec. 3. A Pastoral Leader is a Lay Person licensed to exercise pastoral or
admin istrative responsibil ity in a Congregation under special  circum-
stances and may be licensed to lead regularly the Offices authorized by the
Book of Common Prayer. Prior to licensing, a Pastoral Leader shall be
trained, examin ed, and foun d comp etent in the following  subjects:
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(a) The Holy Scriptures, contents and background;
(b) The Bo ok of C omm on Pray er and T he Hym nal;
(c) The conduct of public worship;
(d) Use of the voice;
(e) Church History;
(f) The Church’s Doctrine as set forth in the Creeds and An Outline

of the Faith,  commonly called the Catechism;
(g) Parish Administration;
(h) Approp riate Canons;
(i) Pastoral Care.

A Pastoral Leader shall not be licensed  if, in the judgment of the Bishop
or Ecclesiastica l Autho rity, the Congregation is able to and has had rea-
sonable  opportunity to secure a resident Member of the Clergy in charge.

Sec. 4. A Lay  Preache r is a person  licensed to  preach. P rior to licensing,
the Lay Pre acher sha ll be trained, examined, and found competent in the
following sub jects:

(a) The Holy Scriptures, contents and background;
(b) The Bo ok of C omm on Pray er and T he Hym nal;
(c) The conduct of public worship;
(d) Use of the voice;
(e) Church History;
(f) Christian Ethics and Moral Theology;
(g) The Church’s Doctrine as set forth in the Creeds and An Outline

of the Faith,  commonly called the Catechism;
(h) Approp riate Canons;
(i) Pastoral Care;
(j) Homiletics.

Persons so licensed shall only preach in congregations upon the initiative
and under the supervision of the Member of the Clergy in charge.

Sec. 5 (a) A Lay Eucharistic Minister is a person licensed to this extra-
ordinary ministry. The Lay Eucharistic Minister shall have one or both of
the following functions, as specified in the license:

(1) Administering the elements at any  Celebration of H oly Eucha rist
in the absence of a sufficient number of Priests or Deacons
assisting the c elebrant;

(2) Directly  following a Celebration of the Holy Eucharist on Sun-
day or other regularly schedu led Celebrations,  taking the Sacra-
ment consecrated at the Celebration to members of the Congre-
gation who, by reason of illness  or infirmity, were unable to be
present at the Celebration. Persons so licensed may also be
know n as “Lay  Eucha ristic Visitors.”

(b) Qualifications, requirements, and guidelines for the selection,
training, and use o f Lay E ucharistic M inisters shall  be established by the
Bishop.

(c) This ministry is not to take the place of the ministry of Priests and
Deacons in the exercise of their office, including regular visitation of
members  unable to attend the Celebration of the Holy Eucharist. A Lay
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Catechist.

Lay Reader.

Lector.
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Eucha ristic Minister should normally be under the direction of a Deacon
of the Congregation, if there be one.

Sec. 6. A Catech ist is a  person l icensed to prepare persons for Baptism,
Confirmation, Reception, and the Reaffirmation  of Baptismal V ows. Prior
to licensing, Catechists shall be trained, examined and found competent
in the following su bjects:

(a) The Holy Scriptures, contents and background;
(b) The Bo ok of C omm on Pray er and T he Hym nal;
(c) Church History;
(d) The Church’s Doctrine as set forth in the Creeds and An Outline

of the Faith,  commonly called the Catechism;
(e) Method s of Catechesis.

Sec. 7. A Lay Reader  is a person  who re gularly lea ds public  worship  under
the direction of a Member of the Clerg y in charge of the Congregation.
Training and licensing shall be under the a uthority of the Bisho p for those
persons recommended by the Member of the Clergy in charge of the
Congregation, as provided by the Canons of the Diocese.

Sec. 8. A Lector is a person trained in reading of the Word and appointed
without license by the Member of the Clergy in charge of the Congre-
gation to read lessons or lead the Prayers of the People.

CANON  4: Of Postulants for Holy Orders

Sec. 1. All Bishops of Dioceses and other Cler gy shall m ake pro visions to
identify fit persons for Holy Orders and encourage them to present
themselves for Postula ncy. No  one shall  be denie d access to  the selection
process for ordin ation in  this Church because of race, color, ethnic origin,
sex, national origin, marital status, sexual orientation, disabilities or age,
except as otherwise specified by these Canons. No righ t to ordinatio n is
hereby established.

Sec. 2 (a) Each perso n desiring  to be adm itted as a Postu lant for H oly
Orders shall initially consult the Member of the Clergy in charge of the
Congregation of which  the perso n is a confirm ed adult c omm unicant in
good standing. The person shall set forth the order to which the person
feels called, the g round s of the des ire for admission to H oly Orders,
together with such personal circumstances as may bear on the person’s
qualifications or course of preparation.

(b) (1) The Member of the Clergy in charge shall make a careful in-
quiry, in consultation with other leaders of the Congregation,
into the physical, intellectual, moral, emotional, and spiritual
qualifications of the person. If the person has been a com-
municant in good standing of the Congregation for at least one
year and the conclusion is that the person should persevere, the
Member  of the Clergy shall counsel the perso n to ma ke this
desire known to the Bishop in whose jurisdiction the person
resides and shall report the findings to the Bishop.
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