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Title: Repudiate the Doctrine of Discovery
L egislative Action Taken: Concurred as Substituted
Final Text:

Resolved, That the 76th General Convention repudiates and renounces the Doctrine of Discovery as
fundamentally opposed to the Gospel of Jesus Christ and our under standing of theinherent rights
that individuals and peoples have received from God, and that this declar ation be proclaimed among
our churchesand shared with the United Nations and all the nations and peoples located within The
Episcopal Church’sboundaries. Thisdoctrine, which originated with Henry VII in 1496, held that
Christian sovereignsand their representative explorers could assert dominion and title over
non-Christian landswith the full blessing and sanction of the Church. It continuesto be invoked, in
only dightly modified form, in court cases and in the many destructive policies of governmentsand
other institutions of the modern nation-state that lead to the colonizing dispossession of the lands of
indigenous peoples and the disruption of their way of life; and beit further

Resolved, That The Episcopal Church review its policiesand programswith a view to exposing the
historical reality and impact of the Doctrine of Discovery and eliminating its presencein its
contemporary policies, program and structuresand, further, that this body directs the appropriate
representatives of the House of Bishops and House of Deputies, to inform all relevant governmental
bodiesin the United States of its action and suggest similar and equivalent review of historical and
contemporary policiesthat contribute to the continuing colonization of Indigenous Peoples and,
further, towriteto Queen Elizabeth 11, the Supreme Governor of the Church of England, requesting
that her M ajesty disavow, and repudiate publicly, the claimed validity of the Christian Doctrine of
Discovery; and be it further

Resolved, That each diocese within The Episcopal Church be encouraged to reflect upon itsown
history, in light of these actions and encour age all Episcopaliansto seek a greater under standing of
the Indigenous Peoples within the geo-political boundaries claimed by the United States and other
nation stateslocated within The Episcopal Church’sboundaries, and to support those peoplesin their
ongoing effortsfor their inherent sovereignty and fundamental human rightsaspeoplesto berespected;
and beit further

Resolved, That the 76th General Convention direct the Office of Government Relations to advocate
for the U.S. government’sendor sement of the“ United Nations Declar ation on the Rightsof I ndigenous
Peoples,” which the United States hasrefused to endorse (only the U.S., Canada, New Zealand and
Australia have failed to sign on).
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