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Resolution Text

Resolved, the House of concurring,

That the 80th General Convention of The Episcopal Church amend Article X of the
Constitution of The Episcopal Church as follows:

Sec. 1. The Book of Common Prayer, as now established or hereafter amended by the
adthority-of this-Church the General Convention, shall be in use in all the Dioceses of this
Church. The Book of Common Prayer is understood to be those liturgical forms authorized
by the General Conventlon as prowded for in Sectlon 2 of thls Article. Nealteranen%hereef

Sec. 2.No alteration of or amendment or addition to the Book of Common Prayer shall be
made unless the General Convention approve the same on first reading in one regular
meeting of the General Convention and, by resolve so directing, be sent by the Secretary of



the General Convention to the Secretary of the Convention of every Diocese, to be made
known to the Diocesan Convention at its next regular meeting, and be adopted on second
reading without alteration by the General Convention at its next succeeding regular meeting
by a majority of all Bishops, excluding retired Bishops not present, of the whole number of
Bishops entitled to vote in the House of Bishops, and by an affirmative vote by orders in the
House of Deputies in accordance with Art. I, Sec. 5 of this Constitution, except that
concurrence in the affirmative by the orders shall require the affirmative vote in each order
by a majority of the Dioceses entitled to representation in the House of Deputies.

Sec. 3. But-notwithstanding-anything-herein-above-contained,; tThe General Convention

may, at any one meeting, by a majority of the whole number of the Bishops entitled to vote
in the House of Bishops, and by a majority of the Clerical and Lay Deputies of all the
Dioceses entitled to representation in the House of Deputies, voting by orders as previeusly
set forth in this Article:

(a) Amend the Table of Lessons and all Tables and Rubrics relating to the Psalms.

(b) Authorize for trial use-throughout-this-Church,-as-an-alernative-at-any-time-or
times-toe such revisions of or alternatives to the established Book of Common

Prayer, in whole or in part, as may be proposed from time to time by the Standing
Commission on Liturgy and Music, and implemented according to the directives of

the General Conventlon eHeany—seenen@FQ#reeJeheﬁeeﬁa—pmpeseeHe\mnei

(c) Authorize for use throughout this Church, as provided by Canon, alternative
and additional liturgies to supplement those provided in the Book of Common
Prayer.

Sec. 4. And-provided-that ANothing in this Article shall be construed as restricting the
authority of the Bishops of this Church to take such order as may be permitted by the
Rubrics of the Book of Common Prayer or by the Canons of the General Convention for the
use of special forms of worship within their jurisdiction.

Explanation

General Convention Resolution 2018-A068 directed the Task Force on Liturgical and Prayer
Book Revision to propose to the 80th General Convention revisions to the Constitution and
Canons “to enable The Episcopal Church to be adaptive in its engagement of future
generations of Episcopalians, multiplying, connecting, and disseminating new liturgies for
mission, attending to prayer book revision in other provinces of the Anglican Communion.”

The proposed draft revision of Article X reorganizes the text for clarity of language and
structure; incorporates the text of Resolution 2018-A063, passed on first reading and
pending for second reading; and responds to the expressed yearning for inclusive language
and expansive imagery for humanity and divinity through approved trial and supplemental
liturgies to the Book of Common Prayer and sanctioned for optional use throughout the
Church.



The opening statement of Article X is not changed, retaining the principle that the BCP is
the standard and normative liturgical text for worship in this Church. A second sentence is
added to express the understanding that all liturgies that General Convention authorizes
following the protocol of Section 2 are part of the Book of Common Prayer. The remainder
of the section, setting forth the method of adoption, becomes Section 2. The amendments
attempt to shift the Church’s awareness that contemporary and future methods of
publication may not be restricted to the form of a book. What General Convention adopts as
a prayer book is not a form of publication (a book) but rather the content, i.e., the text of the
liturgies.
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Resolution Number: 2018-A063

Title: Amend Constitution Article X [Book of Common Prayer
Supplementary Text--First Reading]

Legidative Action Taken: Concurred

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention of The Episcopal Church amend Article X of
the Constitution of the Episcopal Church asfollows

ARTICLE X

The Book of Common Prayer, as now established or hereafter amended by
theauthority of thisChurch, shall bein usein all the Dioceses of this Church.
No alteration thereof or addition thereto shall be made unless the same shall
befirst proposed in oneregular meeting of the General Convention and by a
resolve thereof be sent within six months to the Secretary of the Convention
of every Diocese, to be made known to the Diocesan Convention at its next
meeting, and be adopted by the General Convention at its next succeeding
regular meeting by a majority of all Bishops, excluding retired Bishops not
present, of thewholenumber of Bishopsentitled to votein the House of Bishops,
and by a vote by ordersin the House of Deputiesin accordance with Article
I, Sec. 5, except that concurrence by the orders shall require the affirmative
vote in each order by a majority of the Dioceses entitled to representation in
the House of Deputies.

But notwithstanding anything herein above contained, the General Convention
may at any one meeting, by a majority of the whole number of the Bishops
entitled to votein the House of Bishops, and by a majority of the Clerical and
Lay Deputies of all the Dioceses entitled to representation in the House of
Deputies, voting by ordersas previously set forth in thisArticle:

(&) Amend the Table of Lessons and all Tables and Rubrics relating to the
Psalms.

(b) Authorize for trial use throughout this Church, as an alternative at any
timeor timesto the established Book of Common Prayer or to any section or
Officethereof, a proposed revision of thewholeBook or of any portion thereof,
duly undertaken by the General Convention.

(c) Authorize for use throughout this Church, as provided by Canon, alternative
and additional liturgies to supplement those provided in the Book of Common
Prayer.

And provided that nothing in thisArticle shall be construed asrestricting the
authority of the Bishopsof thisChurch to takesuch order asmay be per mitted
by theRubricsof theBook of Common Prayer or by the Canonsof the General
Convention for the use of special for ms of wor ship.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Austin, 2018 (New York: General Convention, 2018), pp. 1008-1009.
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of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1973-2018
Resolution Number: 2018-A068

Title: Create a Task Force on Liturgical and Prayer Book Revision
L egislative Action Taken: Concurred as Substituted

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention, pursuant to Article X of the Constitution,
authorize the ongoing work of liturgical and Prayer Book revision for the future of God’s
mission through the Episcopal branch of the Jesus movement. And, that it do so upon the
core theological work of loving, liberating, life-giving reconciliation and creation care; and
beit further

Resolved, That our methodology be one of adynamic processfor discer ning common wor ship,
engaging all the baptized, while practicing accountability to The Episcopal Church; and be
it further

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention create a Task Force on Liturgical and Prayer
Book Revision (TFL PBR), themember ship of which will bejointly appointed by the Presiding
Bishop and the President of the House of Deputies, and will report to the appropriate
legislative committee(s) of the 80th General Convention, ensuring that diver se voices of our
church areactive participantsin thisliturgical revision by constituting a group with leaders
who represent the expertise, gender, age, theology, regional, and ethnic diversity of the
church, toinclude, 10 laity, 10 priests or deacons, and 10 Bishops; and be it further

Resolved, That this Convention memorialize the 1979 Book of Common Prayer as a Prayer
Book of the church preserving the psalter, liturgies, The Lambeth Quadrilateral, Historic
Documents, and Trinitarian Formularies ensuring its continued use; and be it further
Resolved, That this church continue to engage the deep Baptismal and Eucharistic theology
and practice of the 1979 Prayer Book; and be it further

Resolved, That bishops engage wor shiping communitiesin experimentation and the creation
of alternative textsto offer to the wider church, and that each diocese be urged to create a
liturgical commission to collect, reflect, teach and share these resources with the TFL PBR;
and beit further

Resolved, That the TFLPBR in consultation with the Standing Commission on Structure,
Governance, Constitution and Canonsisdirected to proposetothe80th General Convention
revisionsto the Constitution and Canonsto enable The Episcopal Church to be adaptivein
its engagement of future generations of Episcopalians, multiplying, connecting, and
disseminating new liturgiesfor mission, attending to prayer book revision in other provinces
of the Anglican Communion; and be it further

Resolved, That liturgical and Prayer Book revision will continuein faithful adherencetothe
historic rites of the Church Universal asthey have been received and interpreted within the
Anglican tradition of 1979 Book of Common Prayer, mindful of our existing ecumenical
commitments, whilealso providing spacefor, encour aging the submission of, and facilitating
the perfection of ritesthat will arise from the continual movement of the Holy Spirit among
usand growing insights of our Church; and be it further

Resolved, That such revision utilizetherichesof Holy Scriptureand our Church’sliturgical,
cultural, racial, generational, linguistic, gender, physical ability, class and ethnic diversity
in order to share common wor ship; and be it further
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Resolved, That our liturgical revision utilize inclusive and expansive language and imagery
for humanity and divinity; and be it further

Resolved, That our liturgical revision shall incorporate and express understanding,
appreciation, and care of God’s creation; and beit further

Resolved, That our liturgical revision takeinto consider ation the use of emerging technologies
which provide accessto a broad range of liturgical resources; and be it further

Resolved, That the SCLM create a professional dynamic equivalencetrandation of the Book
of Common Prayer 1979 and the Enriching Our Worship Seriesin Spanish, French, and
Haitian Creole; and that the SCLM diversify the publication formats of new resources,
liturgies and ritesto include online publishing; and be it further

Resolved, That this church ensurethat, at each step of therevision process, all materials be
professionally translated into English, Spanish, French, and Haitian Creole, following the
principles of dynamic equivalence and that no new ritesor liturgical resources be approved
by this church until such trandglations are secured; and beit further

Resolved, That the TFL PBR shall report to the 80th General Convention; and beit further
Resolved, That there being $201,000 in the proposed budget for the trandation of liturgical
materials, that the Executive Council be encouraged to identify additional funds in the
amount of $200,000 to begin thisliturgical revision.

Citation: Genera Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Austin, 2018 (New York: General Convention, 2018), pp. 480-481.
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of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1973-2018
Resolution Number: 2015-A066
Title: On the Topic of Constitution Article X [The Book of

Common Prayer]
Legislative Action Taken: Rejected
Text of Resolution:

Resolved, the House of Deputies concurring, That Article X of the Constitution is hereby amended to
read as follows:

The Book of Common Prayer, as now established or hereafter amended by the authority of this
Church, shall be in use in all the Dioceses of this Church. No alteration thereof or addition thereto
shall be made unless the same shall be first proposed in one regular meeting of the General
Convention and by a resolve thereof be sent within six months to the Secretary of the Convention of
every Diocese, to be made known to the Diocesan Convention at its next meeting, and be adopted by
the General Convention at its next succeeding regular meeting by a majority of all Bishops,
excluding retired Bishops not present, of the whole number of Bishops entitled to vote in the House
of Bishops, and by a vote by orders in the House of Deputies in accordance with Article I, Sec. 5,
except that concurrence by the orders shall require the affirmative vote in each order by a majority of
the Dioceses entitled to representation in the House of Deputies.

But notwithstanding anything herein above contained, the General Convention may at any one
meeting, by a majority of the whole number of the Bishops entitled to vote in the House of Bishops,
and by a majority of the Clerical and Lay Deputies of all the Dioceses entitled to representation in
the House of Deputies, voting by orders as previously set forth in this Article:

(a) Amend the Table of Lessons and all Tables and Rubrics relating to the Psalms.

(b) Authorize for trial use throughout this Church, as an alternative at any time or times to the
established Book of Common Prayer or to any section or Office thereof, a proposed revision of the
whole Book or of any portion thereof, duly undertaken by the General Convention.

(c) Provide for use of other forms for the renewal and enrichment of the common worship of this
Church , as an alternative at any time or times to any section or Office of the established Book of
Common Prayer for such periods of time and upon such terms and conditions as the General
Convention may provide, under the direction and subject to the permission of the bishop exercising
ecclesiastical authority.

And Provided, that nothing in this Article shall be construed as restricting the authority of the
Bishops of this Church to take such order as may be permitted by the Rubrics of the Book of
Common Prayer or by the Canons of the General Convention for the use of special forms of worship.
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