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Resolution Text

Resolved, the House of concurring,

That the General Convention affirm the Presiding Bishop’s and the President of the House
of Deputies’ continued call to the Church to recognize Care of Creation and Environmental
Justice as integral and ongoing parts of the Church’s loving, liberating, and life-giving work;
and be it further

Resolved, That the General Convention commend the good work done by the Task Force
for Care of Creation and Environmental Racism in the triennium following the 2018 General
Convention; and be it further

Resolved, That the General Convention authorize a Task Force for Care of Creation and
Environmental Racism to continue this work on behalf of the Episcopal Church in the next
triennium; and be it further

Resolved, That this Task Force of up to 20 persons be appointed jointly by the President of
the House of Deputies and the Presiding Bishop, with members to include a geographically
diverse representation from the Church mindful to include younger generations, persons of

color and Native persons who are and will be disproportionately affected by climate change;
and be it further



Resolved, That this Task Force submit a report to the 81st General Convention; and be it
further

Resolved, That the General Convention direct this Task Force to make as a priority the
development and support of programs that respond to eco-justice concerns, address
systemic environmental racism, and work to alleviate environmental burdens on indigenous
communities. Ensure that programs can be modeled across the provinces of the Episcopal
Church; and to provide training and financial and other resources to facilitate these projects;
and be it further

Resolved, That the General Convention directs the Task Force to further expand, support
and promote the Creation Care Covenant recognizing that this work seeks to align with the
loving, liberating and life giving work of evangelism and beloved community.

Resolved, That the General Convention direct the Task Force to continue its work on
developing theological resources and materials on a range of environmental topics including
but not limited to the sin of environmental racism, an exploration of environmental
reparations and the ethical and moral implications of responding to climate change: and be
it further

Resolved, That the General Convention direct this Task Force to continue the work of the
previous Advisory Council (GC 2015) and Task Force (GC 2018) to implement the carbon
offset program, support the efforts for just transition, increase and utilize the capabilities of
the Episcopal Asset Map to support and respond to environmental injustices and to
establish the network of asset-based programs; to continue to work within the partnerships
established in the previous triennium with environmental justice organizations nationwide;
and to continue the grants program in order to accomplish the above objectives; and be it
further

Resolved, That the General Convention request the Joint Standing Committee on Program,
Budget and Finance to consider a budget allocation of $850,000 during the triennium for the
work outlined above.
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of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1973-2018
Resolution Number : 2018-A011

Title: Affirm Commitment to Address Environmental Racism
L egislative Action Taken: Concurred as Substituted

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention affirm theneed for governments, privateindustry
and all peopleto act to protect thehealth of all per sonsfrom unsafeand unhealthy exposures
to air and water pollution, toxic substances, or radiation in their food, water supply, living
guarters, and work places; and be it further

Resolved, That the Church recommit to the excellent work done by previous General
Conventions of The Episcopal Church, specifically resolutions 2000-D005, 2012-B023,
2012-C079, and 2015-C013 and that General Convention affirm that no community, especially
poor communities, those who live closest to the land in subsistence cultures, and members
of mar ginalized ethnic groups, should bear adisproportionaterisk of environmental pollution
or degradation; and advocate for and support policies that protect these populations and
the sanctity of communities and the livelihood of future generations from the disparate
impact of climate change and environmental degradation; and be it further

Resolved, That General Convention direct theformation of aTask For ce, not to exceed twelve
people, including attorneys, health professionals, environmental professionals, and bishops
and other clergy to study and report specific recommendations for appropriate changesin
federal, state, or local law so that effective judicial remedies, based on a showing of
disproportionate health or environmental impact on those living closest to the land in
subsistence cultures, ethnic minorities or poor communities, can be obtained to address
unwise gover nmental decisionswith respect toland use, industrial, energy and transportation
development, and application of environmental standards; and be it further

Resolved, That the Task Force will report to Executive Council by the end of 2019; and be it
further

Resolved, That Program, Budget and Finance consider a budget allocation of $30,000 for the
work of the Task Forcefor the Triennium.

Citation: Genera Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Austin, 2018 (New York: General Convention, 2018), pp. 372-373.
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of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1973-2018
Resolution Number: 2018-A013

Title Create a Task Force and Staff Position for Care of Creation
L egislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 79th Gener al Convention affirm the President of the House Deputies and
the Presiding Bishop's call to the Church to recognize Care of Creation as an integral part
of The Jesus Movement; and beit further

Resolved, That, asdisciples of Jesus Christ, werecognizethat theEarth istheLord’s(Psalm
24), hasbeen madein and through Christ (John 1) and weareplaced in it asa garden planet
(Genesis 2); and beiit further

Resolved, That the General Convention urge the establishment of an additional senior staff
position for the Care of Creation asa member of the Episcopal Church Center staff; and be
it further

Resolved, That this staff person shall serve as a resource for the Church, a liaison between
Episcopal faith communitiesand institutionswith their many creation car einitiatives, network
developer for sharingbest practices, contact per son for thedenomination, partnersand faith
communities, ambassador between evangelism, racial justice and care of creation, and
advocate for funding, visibility and action; and be it further

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention authorizeaTask Forcefor the Careof Creation
to develop thisaspect of the ongoing mission and ministry of The Episcopal Church; and be
it further

Resolved, That this Task Force of up to 20 persons be appointed jointly by the President of
the House of Deputies and the Presiding Bishop, with membersto include a geogr aphically
diverse representation from the Church mindful to include younger generations, people of
color and native per sonswho are and will be disproportionately affected by climate change;
and beit further

Resolved, That this Task Forcework during the period of 2018-2021 and submit a report to
the 80th General Convention; and be it further

Resolved, That the Task Force shall develop and refine the small grants program begun by
the 2015-2018 Advisory Council for Stewar dship of Creation to support local and regional
eco-ministry efforts;, engage eco-justice site projects, and further develop creation care
networ ksbased on bioregions (aregion defined by char acteristicsof thenatural environment
rather than by human-made divisions) and/or areas of affinity, (e.g. renewable energy,
regenerative agriculture, liturgy, Christian formation); and be it further

Resolved, That the staff person for the Care of Creation shall liaise with and support the
work of the Task Forcefor the Care of Creation; and be it further

Resolved, That the Task Force shall receive and help disseminate case studies and best
practicesin keepingwith the spirit of the Paris ClimateAccord, that is, suppor ting humanity’s
transition from industrial lifeto sustainable life; and be it further

Resolved, That the General Convention recommend to the President of the House Deputies
and the Presiding Bishop in consultation with the Task Force to establish and to appoint
persons to a Theology of Creation Working Group tasked with facilitating innovative
educational offeringsin environmental ethics and theology for the formation of clergy and
laity; and beit further
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Resolved, That the General Convention request that the Joint Standing Committee on
Program, Budget and Finance allocate $1.1 million for theimplementation of thisresolution
and staff support and leader ship from The Episcopal Church.

Citation: Genera Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Austin, 2018 (New York: General Convention, 2018), p. 375.
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of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1973-2018
Resolution Number : 2018-A014

Title: Create aPilot Carbon Offset Program

L egislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention recognizesthereality of human-caused climate
change through continued reliance on fossil fuel-based transportation; and be it further
Resolved, That because travel done on behalf of The Jesus Movement contributes to this
problem, werecognizethe need to develop a comprehensive strategy toreduce, and ultimately
eliminate this carbon footprint; and be it further

Resolved, That, as a first step in the process, by offsetting the impact of the travel done on
behalf of The Jesus Movement, the Church witnesses to its care for God’s creation; and be
it further

Resolved, That the General Convention direct the Executive Council to draft apolicy in 2018
requiring the use of socially responsible Carbon Offsets with particular attention to the
social, political, economic, and ecological implicationsof carbon-credit generating programs
by the Episcopal Church Center, and that such a program be tested and piloted as during
thetriennium for thework of The Episcopal Church includingthetravel of itsstaff, standing
commissions and interim bodies; and beit further

Resolved, That a plan for a broader offset program for all church travel be presented for
consider ation at the 80th General Convention; and be it further

Resolved, That $25,000 be allocated for the pilot carbon offset program.

Citation: Genera Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Austin, 2018 (New York: General Convention, 2018), pp. 1109-1110.
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of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1973-2018
Resolution Number : 2015-C013

Title: Oppose Environmental Racism

L egislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 78th General Convention of The Episcopal Church recommit to oppose
environmental racism, expressed in such waysasthelocating of extraction, production, and
disposal industrieswherethey disproportionately harm neighbor hoodsinhabited by people
of color and low income communities.

Citation: Genera Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Salt Lake City, 2015 (New York: General Convention, 2015), pp. 731-732.
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of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1973-2018
Resolution Number : 2012-B023

Title: Seek Environmental Justice

L egislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 77th General Convention of The Episcopal Church standsin solidarity
with those communitieswho bear the greatest burdensof global climate change: indigenous
peoples, subsistence communities, communities of color, and persons living in deprivation
around theworld; and be it further

Resolved, That the 77th General Convention calls on congregations, institutions, dioceses,
and theDomestic and Foreign Missionary Society of The Episcopal Church to support policies
that provide tangible benefits to overburdened “frontline” communities (those already
experiencing the impacts of climate change) and “fence-line” communities (those suffering
in body and spirit for their proximity to the extraction and processing of fossil fuels); and be
it further

Resolved, That the 77th General Convention calls on congregations, institutions, dioceses,
and the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of The Episcopal Church, to work for the
just transformation of the world’s energy beyond and away from fossil fuels (including all
forms of oil, coal, and natural gas) and toward safe, sustainable, renewable, community
controlled energy, and that fossil fuel workers and their families be supported during the
transition to a“ post-carbon” society; and beit further

Resolved, That the 77th General Convention calls on congregations, institutions, dioceses,
and the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of The Episcopal Church to resist the
development and expansion of ever more unconventional, dangerous, and environmentally
destructive sources of fossil fuel and move toward conversion to mor e sustainable sour ces,
and beit further

Resolved, That the 77th General Convention calls on congregations, institutions, dioceses
and the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of The Episcopal Church to support the
self-determined aspirations of communities around the world, who, like the Ifiupiag
Community of Kivalina, Alaska, having emitted minimal amounts of carbon and having
received negligiblematerial benefit from fossil fuel consumption, neverthelessbear thebrunt
of climate-change impacts; and be it further

Resolved, That the 77th General Convention calls on congregations, institutions, dioceses
and the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of The Episcopal Church, including
Episcopal Relief and Development, to support the implementation of grassroots,
community-based solutionsto climate change, including, but not limited to, adaptations to
improve local resilience, to build local food sovereignty, to support ecological restoration
and economic re-localization.

Citation: Genera Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Indianapolis, 2012 (New York: General Convention, 2012), p. 324.
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of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1973-2018
Resolution Number : 2000-D005

Title: Oppose Environmental Racism

L egislative Action Taken: Concurred

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 73rd General Convention of the Episcopal Church call on those present
at thisConvention to seek every opportunity to oppose environmental racism; and beit further
Resolved, That the Washington office track legidation seeking to eliminate the practice of
locating polluting industries disproportionately near neighborhoods inhabited by people of
color or the poor; and beit further

Resolved, That the Washington office monitor and issue policy alertsregarding the practice
of mountain top removal and valley fill mining and other lar ge scale mining oper ationsthat
threaten the ecology and low income communities; and be it further

Resolved, That the Committee on Social Responsibilities in Investments review the
environmental racism issue.

Citation: Genera Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Denver, 2000 (New York: General Convention, 2001), p. 677f.
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