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Resolution Text 

Resolved, the House of ________________ concurring, 

That the 80th General Convention recognize as the Episcopal Church's position that global 
climate change is not only a scientific concern or environmental issue, but what the United 
Nations calls "the defining issue of our time... at a defining moment" (UN Secretary General, 
September 10, 2018), an all-encompassing social crisis and moral emergency that impacts 
and interconnects every aspect of pastoral concern including health, poverty, employment, 
racism, social justice, and family life and that can only be addressed by a Great Work 
involving every sector of society, including the Church; and affirm the commitment of the 
79th General Convention to the House of Bishops’ 2011 Pastoral Teaching on the 
Environment as an official position of the church; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Church recommit to the work done by previous General Conventions of 
The Episcopal Church on the pressing moral dimensions of global climate change and 
environmental justice, including resolutions 2000-D005, 2012-B023, 2015-C013, 2015-
C045, 2018-A011, 2018-A018, 2018-A020, 2018-B027, 2018-C020, 2018-C021, and 2018-
C064; and that General Convention reaffirm that the Episcopal Church shall support and 
advocate for policies, programs, pastoral responses, and theologies that work to ensure no 
community - especially financially impoverished communities, frontline residents, migrants, 
and BIPOC communities (Black, indigenous, and people of color) - shall bear a 



disproportionate impact of the environmental, health, and economic threats of climate 
change; and be it further 

Resolved, That General Convention affirm the decision of the United States federal 
government to rejoin the Paris Climate Accord, while recognizing that the goals set forth in 
the Paris Accord are only a first step, insufficient in and of themselves to fully contain rising 
global temperatures and their impacts; and that General Convention direct the Presiding 
Bishop's staff to continue, through our ongoing role as observers at the United Nations, to 
participate in all meetings of the Conference of Parties (COP) to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change during the next triennium via delegations 
selected from an applicant pool and made up primarily of Episcopalians from financially 
impoverished communities, frontline locations, and BIPOC communities; and be it further 

Resolved, That the General Convention request the Joint Standing Committee on Program, 
Budget and Finance to consider a budget allocation of $20,000 per triennium to support 
costs associated with travel to the COP conferences by delegation members who are not 
members of the Presiding Bishop's staff; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Episcopal Church direct the Office of Government Relations and the 
Episcopal Public Policy Network to advocate for legislation and other public policies that 
directly address the impact of climate change among marginalized, indigenous, and 
frontline communities and that tangibly and financially assist those communities with the 
costs of both climate change and mitigation, and policies that prohibit the authorization and 
construction of new fossil fuel infrastructure including but not limited to coal, oil, or gas 
leases on public lands, all forms of mountaintop removal mining, and tar sands pipelines 
such as Keystone XL, Enbridge Line #3, and the Dakota Access Pipeline; and be it further 

Resolved, That General Convention encourage all Church communities, especially 
parishes, dioceses, camps, conference centers, schools, and chaplaincies, to learn more 
about the pressing moral implications of climate change in their regions and existing local 
organizing efforts, then advocate for policies and solutions to address those local needs 
utilizing and adapting advocacy resources from General Convention and the Presiding 
Bishop's staff including the Episcopal Public Policy Network, asset map, carbon tracker, 
liturgical resources, and advocating at the local and state level, and incorporating local 
nature, environmental justice, and advocacy for creation care into all aspects of community 
life and Christian education. 

 



Resolution Number: 2018-A011

Title: Affirm Commitment to Address Environmental Racism

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Substituted

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention affirm the need for governments, private industry
and all people to act to protect the health of all persons from unsafe and unhealthy exposures
to air and water pollution, toxic substances, or radiation in their food, water supply, living
quarters, and work places; and be it further
Resolved, That the Church recommit to the excellent work done by previous General
Conventions of The Episcopal Church, specifically resolutions 2000-D005, 2012-B023,
2012-C079, and 2015-C013 and that General Convention affirm that no community, especially
poor communities, those who live closest to the land in subsistence cultures, and members
of marginalized ethnic groups, should bear a disproportionate risk of environmental pollution
or degradation; and advocate for and support policies that protect these populations and
the sanctity of communities and the livelihood of future generations from the disparate
impact of climate change and environmental degradation; and be it further
Resolved, That General Convention direct the formation of a Task Force, not to exceed twelve
people, including attorneys, health professionals, environmental professionals, and bishops
and other clergy to study and report specific recommendations for appropriate changes in
federal, state, or local law so that effective judicial remedies, based on a showing of
disproportionate health or environmental impact on those living closest to the land in
subsistence cultures, ethnic minorities or poor communities, can be obtained to address
unwise governmental decisions with respect to land use, industrial, energy and transportation
development, and application of environmental standards; and be it further
Resolved, That the Task Force will report to Executive Council by the end of 2019; and be it
further
Resolved, That Program, Budget and Finance consider a budget allocation of $30,000 for the
work of the Task Force for the Triennium.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Austin, 2018 (New York: General Convention, 2018), pp. 372-373.
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Resolution Number: 2018-A018

Title: Adopt Bishops' Pastoral Teaching and Commit to Paris Climate
Accord

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention recognize that there is an important shift toward
renewable energy which will help protect God's good creation. Supporting this shift is part
of the Church's call to being part of the Jesus Movement in the world; and be it further
Resolved, That climate change be recognized as a human-made threat to all God's people,
creatures and the entire created order, while particularly placing unjust and inequitable
burdens and stresses on native peoples, those displaced by environmental change, poor
communities and people of color; and be it further
Resolved, That the 79th General Convention adopt the House of Bishops’ 2011 Pastoral
Teaching on the Environment commitment as the official position of the church; and be it
further
Resolved, That through our ongoing role as observers at the United Nations, we will continue
to fully and completely "advocate for a fair, ambitious, and binding climate treaty,” and
participate in future meetings of the Conference of Parties to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change as an active, faithful and engaged voice for all of God's good
earth; and be it further
Resolved, That as individuals and communities of faith, The Episcopal Church set an example,
in the spirit of the Paris Climate Accord, by making intentional decisions about living lightly
and gently on God’s good earth, for example, through energy conservation, renewable energy,
sustainable food practices and gardening; and be it further
Resolved, That dioceses, communities of faith and individuals committing to the Paris Climate
Accord consider reporting on their commitments, actions and successes to the Executive
Council.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Austin, 2018 (New York: General Convention, 2018), p. 406.
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Resolution Number: 2018-A020

Title: Divest From Fossil Fuel Companies and Reinvest in Clean Energy

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention call upon the Investment Committee of the
Executive Council to report to Executive Council all steps taken in the past triennium to
divest from fossil fuel companies and reinvest in clean renewable energy in a fiscally
responsible manner in accordance with General Convention resolution 2015-C045; and be
it further
Resolved, That the General Convention reaffirm the language of resolution GC2015-C045
urging all institutions, dioceses, and congregations of the Episcopal Church to engage the
topic of divestment from fossil fuels and reinvestment in clean energy and encourage them
to share progress toward this goal with the Executive Council and the Advisory Council on
the Stewardship of Creation; and be it further
Resolved, That the General Convention commend the Church Pension Fund for its passion
in responding to climate change and for its statement “This does not mean that we would
never divest; to do so, however, we would have to believe that divesting would not negatively
impact the financial performance of our portfolio” (CPF Report to the House of Deputies,
November 2, 2017, page 6); and be it further
Resolved, That in light of this statement, that the General Convention urge CPF to be mindful
of the Church’s desire to become increasingly invested in renewable and clean energy; and
be it further
Resolved, That the General Convention request that the Church Pension Fund provide a
report that includes a sustainability plan to the 80th General Convention.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Austin, 2018 (New York: General Convention, 2018), pp. 1095-1096.
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Resolution Number: 2018-B027

Title: Encourage Gender-Inclusive Responses to Climate Change

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention of The Episcopal Church call on our Office of
Government Relations to support international and domestic efforts to encourage and
advocate for gender inclusive approaches within climate change disaster response and
management, recognizing that climate change profoundly and differently impacts people
according to their gender; and be it further
Resolved, That this Convention urge congregations and dioceses of The Episcopal Church
to act in their own contexts in recognition that women are at the front line of climate impact
and need to be involved in decisions affecting their lives, and those of their families and
communities in response to disasters and humanitarian emergencies; and be it further
Resolved, That institutions and providers in The Episcopal Church, such as Episcopal Relief
and Development, whose ministries are associated with disasters, climate refugees, maternal
health, poverty alleviation, and addressing inequalities be urged to continue to lift up and
advocate for women’s leadership on climate justice, support gender inclusive approaches to
climate resilience and make themselves available as resources to congregations and dioceses
for this work; and be it further
Resolved, That the Episcopal Church 1) commit to the revision of previous materials,
development and circulation of educational resources to be used in both diocesan and
congregational formation and 2) encourage faith communities and dioceses to recommit to
allocating 0.7% of their operating budgets in support of the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Austin, 2018 (New York: General Convention, 2018), pp. 675-676.
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Resolution Number: 2018-C020

Title: Urge Support for Carbon Accounting Policies for Reduction of
Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That The Episcopal Church shall work with people of good will to materially reduce
emissions of greenhouse gases in order to stabilize our climate; and be it further
Resolved, That the 79th General Convention of The Episcopal Church support public policy
which may include Carbon Fee and Dividend model or other means accounting for greenhouse
gas emissions from carbon based fuels to mitigate further irreversible climate change; and
be it further
Resolved, That in implementing any such policies, the church will advocate for appropriate
measures to reduce the economic impacts on poor people and people of modest income, which
means might include use of a trust fund paid for with carbon fees and distributed to the
poorest people first.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Austin, 2018 (New York: General Convention, 2018), p. 405.
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Resolution Number: 2018-C021

Title: Call for Shareholder Advocacy for Environmental Impact

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention of The Episcopal Church call upon the Executive
Council Committee on Corporate Social Responsibility (CCSR), in conjunction with the
Church Pension Fund, to identify 10 companies within our portfolio that significantly impact
the environment, and initiate shareholder engagement to advocate for the inclusion of an
expert in sustainability on their boards; and be it further
Resolved, That the General Convention make this a priority for the triennium as the
Stewardship of Creation pillar of the Jesus Movement by authorizing an expense of $15,000
to be treated as investment management expenses.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Austin, 2018 (New York: General Convention, 2018), p. 1092.
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Resolution Number: 2018-C064

Title: Support Tribal Opposition to a Minnesota Pipeline

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention reaffirm the work of previous General
Conventions regarding the Repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery, such as 2009-D035 and
2012-A128; and be it further
Resolved, That the General Convention support and encourage the Presiding Bishop and
Staff, the Executive Council and its Committees and each of the Dioceses of The Episcopal
Church to continue that repudiation with actions, statements, prayers and witness that are
consistent with the recognition of Tribal/First Nation Sovereignty in their stewardship of
water, land and mineral resources found within their various historic and treaty territories;
and be it further
Resolved, That this General Convention add its voice to echo the concerns of Faron Jackson,
Sr., Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe Chairman, who expressed his opposition to any placement
of crude oil pipeline known as Enbridge Line #3, which in the judgement of the Leech Lake
Band of Ojibwe threatens the land, water and minerals,: “The Lake Reservation will always
be our home. Unlike a house, however, we can never rebuild or move if a disaster were to
happen.”; and be it further
Resolved, That the Episcopal Church provide its historic moral standing among the indigenous
peoples of Minnesota to stand with our congregations St. John’s in Onigum and St. Peter’s
in Cass Lake, the Episcopal Church in Minnesota, our ecumenical partners and tribal
governments to oppose the threat of pollution to sacred lands and the manoomin (wild rice)
that has been given to these people to sustain them and provide a sovereign food source that
nourishes body and soul; and be it further
Resolved, That the Episcopal Church encourage the State of Minnesota to develop and
maintain a continued open dialogue with Tribal Authorities, Church Leaders and leaders
of any Camps established along the proposed route of Line #3 and to protect the First
Amendment Rights to petition for redress of grievances, to assemble peaceably, to speak
freely, and to freely exercise religious rights; and be it further
Resolved, That the Episcopal Church learn from its engagement as allies of the Standing
Rock Nation, the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe, the Gwich’in People of Alaska, the Inupiaq
Community of Kivalina and other times of solidarity with indigenous people by collecting
and examining our history, theology, tradition, liturgy, and financial commitments. This
examination will be conducted by the appropriate committee of the Executive Council, the
Presiding Bishop’s Staff of Ethnic Ministries, the Office of Government Relations and those
diocesan bodies and faith communities that are relevant to the work. This reflection is to
strengthen the good that has been done and to bring our beliefs and actions into closer
alignment with the values of the Jesus Movement.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Austin, 2018 (New York: General Convention, 2018), pp. 685-686.
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Resolution Number: 2015-C013

Title: Oppose Environmental Racism

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 78th General Convention of The Episcopal Church recommit to oppose
environmental racism, expressed in such ways as the locating of extraction, production, and
disposal industries where they disproportionately harm neighborhoods inhabited by people
of color and low income communities.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Salt Lake City, 2015 (New York: General Convention, 2015), pp. 731-732.
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Resolution Number: 2015-C045

Title: Call for Investing in Clean and Renewable Energy

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 78th General Convention of the Episcopal Church welcomes the release
of the Environmental Protection Agency’s proposed carbon rule for existing power plants;
and be it further
Resolved, That the 78th General Convention calls upon the Investment Committee of the
Executive Council, the Episcopal Church Endowment Fund, and the Episcopal Church
Foundation to divest from fossil fuel companies and reinvest in clean renewable energy in a
fiscally responsible manner; and be it further
Resolved, That the 78th General Convention calls on the Investment Committee of the
Executive Council, the Episcopal Church Endowment Fund, and the Episcopal Church
Foundation to refrain from purchasing any new holdings of public equities and corporate
bonds of fossil fuel companies; and be it further
Resolved, That the 78th General Convention urges all dioceses and parishes of the Episcopal
Church to engage the topic of divestment from fossil fuels and reinvestment in clean energy
within the coming year.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Salt Lake City, 2015 (New York: General Convention, 2015), pp. 879-880.
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Resolution Number: 2012-B023

Title: Seek Environmental Justice

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 77th General Convention of The Episcopal Church stands in solidarity
with those communities who bear the greatest burdens of global climate change: indigenous
peoples, subsistence communities, communities of color, and persons living in deprivation
around the world; and be it further
Resolved, That the 77th General Convention calls on congregations, institutions, dioceses,
and the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of The Episcopal Church to support policies
that provide tangible benefits to overburdened “frontline” communities (those already
experiencing the impacts of climate change) and “fence-line” communities (those suffering
in body and spirit for their proximity to the extraction and processing of fossil fuels); and be
it further
Resolved, That the 77th General Convention calls on congregations, institutions, dioceses,
and the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of The Episcopal Church, to work for the
just transformation of the world’s energy beyond and away from fossil fuels (including all
forms of oil, coal, and natural gas) and toward safe, sustainable, renewable, community
controlled energy, and that fossil fuel workers and their families be supported during the
transition to a “post-carbon” society; and be it further
Resolved, That the 77th General Convention calls on congregations, institutions, dioceses,
and the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of The Episcopal Church to resist the
development and expansion of ever more unconventional, dangerous, and environmentally
destructive sources of fossil fuel and move toward conversion to more sustainable sources;
and be it further
Resolved, That the 77th General Convention calls on congregations, institutions, dioceses
and the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of The Episcopal Church to support the
self-determined aspirations of communities around the world, who, like the Iñupiaq
Community of Kivalina, Alaska, having emitted minimal amounts of carbon and having
received negligible material benefit from fossil fuel consumption, nevertheless bear the brunt
of climate-change impacts; and be it further
Resolved, That the 77th General Convention calls on congregations, institutions, dioceses
and the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of The Episcopal Church, including
Episcopal Relief and Development, to support the implementation of grassroots,
community-based solutions to climate change, including, but not limited to, adaptations to
improve local resilience, to build local food sovereignty, to support ecological restoration
and economic re-localization.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Indianapolis, 2012 (New York: General Convention, 2012), p. 324.
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Resolution Number: 2000-D005

Title: Oppose Environmental Racism

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 73rd General Convention of the Episcopal Church call on those present
at this Convention to seek every opportunity to oppose environmental racism; and be it further
Resolved, That the Washington office track legislation seeking to eliminate the practice of
locating polluting industries disproportionately near neighborhoods inhabited by people of
color or the poor; and be it further
Resolved, That the Washington office monitor and issue policy alerts regarding the practice
of mountain top removal and valley fill mining and other large scale mining operations that
threaten the ecology and low income communities; and be it further
Resolved, That the Committee on Social Responsibilities in Investments review the
environmental racism issue.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Denver, 2000 (New York: General Convention, 2001), p. 677f.

Archives Research Report, 2000-D005  Page 1 of 1

1973-2018


	2022-A088
	A088
	2022-A088

