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A128 Resolution for Healing Surrounding The
Episcopal Church’s History with Indigenous Boarding
Schools and Other Forms of Oppression

Proposer Presiding Officers’ Working Group on Truth Telling, Reckoning, and Healing
Endorsed by —

Suppoted by —

HiA / Leg. Cttee  House of Deputies / —

Current Status —

Version Original (as filed)

Review Status Not yet reviewed

RESOLUTION TEXT
Resolved, the House of concurring,

That this 8oth General Convention acknowledge the intergenerational trauma caused by
genocide, colonialism, the Doctrine of Discovery, the operation of Indigenous boarding schools,
and other systems based on white supremacy that have oppressed Indigenous people; and be it
further

Resolved, That this 8oth General Convention direct Executive Council to follow the lead of
Indigenous communities and invest in community-based spiritual healing centers that will work
to address the effect of intergenerational trauma by providing mental health and substance abuse
counseling, traditional forms of healing, and other services desired by the local community; and
be it further

Resolved, That the Joint Standing Committee on Program, Budget and Finance allocate
$300,000 for this work with ongoing support as needed.

EXPLANATION

To address the impact of historical trauma rooted in racism and white supremacy since 1492
perpetuated by the colonization of manifest destiny and Doctrine of Discovery to civilize the
Indigenous peoples of North America through assimilation processes, namely boarding schools by the
U.S. Government and churches.

The intended outcome of these centers is to help bring a sense of healing and harmony to a
community grieving and traumatized by generations of harm and injustices to Indigenous peoples.

Additional outcomes include creating and supporting stronger communities, which act as prevention
against negative consequences related to spiritual and mental struggles, turning to substance abuse to

Printed: Tuesday, March 22, 2022 at 06:22 PM EDT. Page 1 of 2



cope as wounds re-emerge, and to help when trauma is re-awakened. It is through prayer in sacred
circles, as grounded in both Indigenous and Christian spirituality, to restore hope, faith, and to
facilitate the ongoing spiritual endurance and healing.

Truth-telling, Reckoning, and Healing is a priority in the Jesus Movement, supporting the spiritual
needs to cope and heal from historical traumas is the Way of Love.
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B4 | THE ARCHIVES

of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1973-2018

Resolution Number: 2015-A024

Title: Direct Dioceses to Examine the Impact of the Doctrine of
Discovery

Legidative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 78th General Convention of The Episcopal Church, in accordance with
our Baptismal Covenant and in the spirit of being inclusive, reaffirm and renew thedirective
to all dioceses, made by the 76th and 77th General Conventions, to examine the impact,
including acts of racial discrimination, racial profiling, and other race-based acts of
oppression, that the repudiated Doctrine of Discovery, as well as the related Doctrine of
M anifest Destiny, hashad on all people, especially on people of color and indigenous peoples.

Citation: Genera Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Salt Lake City, 2015 (New York: General Convention, 2015), p. 412.
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B4 | THE ARCHIVES

of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1973-2018
Resolution Number : 2015-A182

Title: Address Systemic Racial Injustice

L egislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 78th General Convention of the Episcopal Church recognize that many
Episcopalians find it challenging to understand or know how to respond to 21st century
systemic racial injustices that still occur in multiple contexts including but not limited to
education; employment; housing; health care; banking; voting rights; immigration; policing,
courts, and prisons, etc.; and beit further

Resolved, That the 78th General Convention affirmsthat the Gospel, our Baptismal Covenant,
and our Marks of Mission call individuals, churches, dioceses, provinces, and the wider
Church to find mor e effective and productive waysto respond to racial injustice aswe love
our neighborsas our selves, respect the dignity of every human being, and transform unjust
structures of society; and beit further

Resolved, That the 78th General Convention declare that “not knowing” and “not having
theeyesto seeand earsto hear” are serious obstaclesto transforming unjust structuresand
therefore direct the Church at every level for thistriennium to commit to increase the use
of study, education, research, anti-racism training, liturgies, and Christian formation
instruction that specifically address systemic racial injustice; and be it further

Resolved, That the 78th General Convention urge the Church at every level to increase the
number of dialoguesabout systemicracial injusticeit haswith local, stateand national bodies
within the public and private spheres and that these dialogues be used to identify, examine,
and offer correctivesto policies and practices within and among these bodies that result in
systemic racial disparities and injustices; and be it further

Resolved, That the 78th Gener al Convention urgediocesesand congregationsto createvehicles
for listening to diverse neighbors and developing reconciling relationships; such options
might include (a) listening campaignsin local communities, (b) partnershipswith churches
and organizations comprised predominately of a different race or culture (especially those
targeted by oppression), () neighbor hood prayer walks, (d) storytelling and speak-out events
designed to facilitate truth-telling, healing and action, (e) and others with which leaders
throughout the Church arefamiliar; and beit further

Resolved, That the 78th General Convention encourage Justice and Advocacy Ministriesto
partner with other church offices and organizations as appropriate to host, resource, and
maoderate an ongoing online forum for Episcopalians dedicated to the ministry of racial
justice and reconciliation, with spaces dedicated to sharing about local and diocesan efforts
and resources; and beiit further

Resolved, That the 78th General Convention encour age Justice and Advocacy Ministriesto
partner with Youth Ministries to commission a gospel-centered, Internet-integrated,
action-oriented, anti-racism youth ministry curriculum for congregations throughout The
Episcopal Church, includingthosenot in the United States, to be provided in English, Spanish
and Haitian Creole; and beit further

Resolved, That the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music produce and post online a
set of prayers for racial reconciliation and justice, suitable for inclusion in the Prayers of
the People; and beit further
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Resolved, That the 78th General Convention urge the Executive Council to conduct its own
internal audit to assesstowhat extent, if at all, racial disparitiesand systemicracial injustices
exist within the Church (including but not limited to clergy salaries and deployment); and
beit further

Resolved, That the 78th General Convention request that the Executive Council report back
to the 79th General Convention on the results of the internal audit; what concrete steps it
and thewider Church took to addresssystemicracial injusticein thewider culture; and how
effectivethose stepswere.

Citation: Genera Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Salt Lake City, 2015 (New York: General Convention, 2015), pp. 438-439.
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B4 | THE ARCHIVES

of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1973-2018
Resolution Number : 2012-A128

Title: Examine Impact of Doctrine of Discovery

L egislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 77th General Convention of The Episcopal Church, in the spirit of our
Baptismal Covenant and in being inclusive, direct all dioceses to examine the impact the
Doctrine of Discovery, asrepudiated at the 76th General Convention, hashad on all people,
especially on personsof color, includingracial discrimination, racial profilingand other acts
of oppression; and be it further

Resolved, That the Historical Society of the Episcopal Church, the National Episcopal
Historians and Archivists, and the Episcopal Women’sHistory Project, in consultation with
the Standing Commission on Lifelong Christian Formation as well as diocesan
historiographersand ar chivists, berequested to assist diocesesin documenting and explaining
the effects of the Doctrine of Discovery, especially in thelife of the church; and be it further
Resolved, That the Presiding Bishop, in consultation with the President of the House of
Deputies, be asked to seek volunteer diocesesto develop appropriatewritten guidance about
how a diocese may effectively document and explain the church’s historical role, negative
and positive, in connection with thetreatment of people of color, includingAfrican Americans
and Native American people, asaresult of the now-repudiated Doctrine of Discovery.

Citation: Genera Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Indianapolis, 2012 (New York: General Convention, 2012), pp. 183-184.
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B4 | THE ARCHIVES

of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1973-2018
Resolution Number : 2012-A131

Title: Express Solidarity with Indigenous Peoples

L egislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 77th General Convention expresses its solidarity with the Indigenous

Peoples of theworld and supportstherightsof I ndigenous Peoplesto livein and retain their

traditional lands and territories, to maintain their languages and enrich their cultures, and

to ensurethat their traditions are strengthened and passed on for generationsto come; and
beit further

Resolved, That the 77th General Convention ask the Presiding Bishop and other

representatives of The Episcopal Church to make protection of the rights of Indigenous

Peoples a priority in joint work with other Provinces of the Anglican Communion, in

ecumenical work with other Christian denominations, and in interfaith work with other

faith communities; and be it further

Resolved, That the 77th General Convention reaffirm the 76th General Convention’s

repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery, a misguided, unfair, and harmful legal doctrine

which the Church helped promotein earlier centuries, alegal doctrinewhich hasbeen used
in English, Continental, and American law to justify the unfair treatment and exploitation
of Indigenous Peoples; and beit further

Resolved, That the 77th General Convention urges the United States government and

governmentsin other countriesin which the Episcopal Church has diocesesto review their

laws and poalicies, in consultation with I ndigenous Peoples, and to identify and correct those
which treat Indigenous Peoples unfairly or which, although neutral in content, result in
invidious discrimination against I ndigenous Peoples; and be it further

Resolved, That the 77th General Convention direct the Office of Government Relations, in

consultation with I ndigenous Peoples, to make protection of therightsof | ndigenous Peoples

ahigh priority in its advocacy about United Statesforeign policy, including advocacy about
trade agreements, human rights advocacy, and international environmental protection; and
beit further

Resolved, That the 77th General Convention calls on congregations, institutions, dioceses,

and cor por ate offices of The Episcopal Church, with the aid of resources such as" Exposing

the Doctrine of Discovery," to reflect upon their history and to encourage them to support

Indigenous Peoples in their ongoing efforts to exercise their inherent sovereignty and

fundamental human rights, to continueto raise awar eness about theissuesfacing I ndigenous

Peoples, and to develop advocacy campaignsto support therights, aspirations, and needs of

Indigenous Peoples; and be it further

Resolved, That in consultation with Indigenous Peoples within their dioceses or Provinces

that congregations and dioceses be urged to take tangible steps to help Indigenous Peoples,

including:

» Action to preservelndigenousPeoples language, history and culture, such asby supporting
appropriate linguistic, historic, Bible (and authorized liturgical resources) trangation
work for language groups into which the Bible and authorized liturgical resources have
not yet been fully translated,
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» Action to obtain fairer and better treatment of Indigenous Peoples, such as seeking the
repeal of unfair laws and policies,

» Formation of partnerships with congregations whose members consist primarily of
Indigenous Peoples; and be it further

Resolved, That the 77th General Convention calls on congregations, institutions, dioceses,

and corporate offices of The Episcopal Church to support continued use and development

of theological reflections by | ndigenous Peoples, with guidance from the Office of I ndigenous

Ministries, Indigenous Theological Training Institute, local Schools for Ministry and

seminaries, which promote Indigenous visions of full, good, and abundant life and which

strengthen their own spiritual and theological reflections.

Citation: Genera Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Indianapolis, 2012 (New York: General Convention, 2012), pp. 149-150.
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B4 | THE ARCHIVES

of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1973-2018
Resolution Number : 2009-D035

Title: Repudiate the Doctrine of Discovery

L egislative Action Taken: Concurred as Substituted

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 76th General Convention repudiates and renounces the Doctrine of
Discovery as fundamentally opposed to the Gospel of Jesus Christ and our under standing
of the inherent rights that individuals and peoples have received from God, and that this
declaration be proclaimed among our churches and shared with the United Nations and all
the nations and peoples located within The Episcopal Church’s boundaries. This doctrine,
which originated with Henry VIl in 1496, held that Christian sovereigns and their
representative explorers could assert dominion and title over non-Christian lands with the
full blessing and sanction of the Church. It continuesto beinvoked, in only slightly modified
form, in court casesand in themany destructive policiesof governmentsand other institutions
of themoder n nation-statethat lead to the colonizing dispossession of thelandsof indigenous
peoples and the disruption of their way of life; and beit further

Resolved, That TheEpiscopal Church review itspaliciesand programswith aview to exposing
the historical reality and impact of the Doctrine of Discovery and eliminating its presence
in itscontemporary policies, program and structuresand, further, that thisbody directsthe
appropriate representatives of the House of Bishops and House of Deputies, to inform all
relevant governmental bodies in the United States of its action and suggest similar and
equivalent review of historical and contemporary policies that contribute to the continuing
colonization of Indigenous Peoplesand, further, towriteto Queen Elizabeth 11, the Supreme
Governor of the Church of England, requesting that her Majesty disavow, and repudiate
publicly, the claimed validity of the Christian Doctrine of Discovery; and beit further
Resolved, That each diocese within The Episcopal Church be encouraged to reflect upon its
own history, in light of these actions and encourage all Episcopalians to seek a greater
under standing of the Indigenous Peoples within the geo-political boundaries claimed by the
United States and other nation states located within The Episcopal Church’s boundaries,
and to support those peoples in their ongoing efforts for their inherent sovereignty and
fundamental human rights as peoplesto berespected; and be it further

Resolved, That the 76th General Convention direct the Office of Government Relations to
advocate for the U.S. government’s endor sement of the “ United Nations Declar ation on the
Rightsof Indigenous Peoples,” which the United States hasrefused to endor se (only the U.S,,
Canada, New Zealand and Australia have failed to sign on).

Citation: Genera Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Anaheim, 2009 (New York: General Convention, 2009), pp. 371-372.
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