General Convention of The Episcopal Church 2022
Archives’ Research Report

Resolution No.: 2022-A146

Title: Amend Constitution Articles VI and VIII [Regarding Full Communion--Second
Reading]

Proposer: Standing Commission on Structure, Governance, Constitution and Canons

Topic: Constitution—Second Reading

Directly Related: (Attached)

2018-A089 Amend Constitution Articles VI and VIII [Regarding Full Communion--First Reading]
2009-A051 Amend Constitution Article VIII [Ordination -- Second Reading]

Indirectly Related: (Available in the Acts of Convention database, searchable by resolution number)

2000-A042 Amend Constitution Article VIII [Requests for Ordination -- Second Reading]

In preparing this report, the Archives researched the resolutions in the Acts of Convention database for the period 1973
through 2018, selecting “direct” resolutions that have a substantive bearing on the proposed legislation. The “direct”
resolutions are attached and “indirect” resolutions are available in the Acts of Convention database. Committee
members who require other research assistance should contact the Archives through the Research Request Form or
call 800-525-9329.

The Acts of General Convention 1973-2018 = Research report provided by The Archives of the Episcopal Church


https://www.episcopalarchives.org/e-archives/acts/
https://www.episcopalarchives.org/contact/research-request-form

A146 - Amend Constitution Articles VI
and VIl [Regarding Full Communion--
Second Reading]

Final Status: Not Yet Finalized

Proposed by: Standing Commission on Structure, Governance, Constitution and Canons
Requests New Interim Body: No

Amends C&C or Rules of Order: Yes

Has Budget Implications: No

Cost:

HiA: HB

Legislative Committee Currently Assigned: 02 - Constitution & Canons

Completion Status: Incomplete

Latest House Action: N/A

Supporting Documents: No

Resolution Text

Resolved, the House of concurring,

Resolved, That the 80th General Convention amend Articles VI and VIl to read as follows:

<Amended text as it would appear if adopted and concurred. Scroll below the line of
asterisks (******) to see the version showing all deleted and added text.>

ARTICLE VI

Sec. 1. The House of Bishops may establish a Mission in any area not included within the
boundaries of any Diocese of this Church or of any Church in full communion with this
Church, and elect or appoint a Bishop therefore.

ARTICLE VIl

No person shall be ordered Priest or Deacon to minister in this Church until the person shall
have been examined by the Bishop and two Priests and shall have exhibited such
testimonials and other requisites as the Canons in that case provided may direct. No person
shall be ordained and consecrated Bishop, or ordered Priest or Deacon to minister in this
Church, unless at the time, in the presence of the ordaining Bishop or Bishops, the person
shall subscribe and make the following declaration:



| do believe the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, and
to contain all things necessary to salvation; and | do solemnly engage to conform to the
Doctrine, Discipline, and Worship of the Episcopal Church.

Provided, however, that any person consecrated a Bishop to minister in any Diocese of an
autonomous Church or Province of a Church in full communion with this Church may,
instead of the foregoing declaration, make the promises of Conformity required by the
Church in which the Bishop is to minister.

If any Bishop ordains a Priest or Deacon to minister elsewhere than in this Church, or
confers ordination as Priest or Deacon upon a Christian minister who has not received
Episcopal Ordination, the Bishop shall do so only in accordance with such provisions as
shall be set forth in the Canons of this Church.

No person ordained by a foreign Bishop, or by a Bishop not in full communion with this
Church, shall be permitted to officiate as a Minister of this Church until the person shall
have complied with the Canon or Canons in that case provided and also shall have
subscribed the aforesaid declaration.

A Bishop may permit an ordained minister in good standing in a church with which this
Church is in full communion as specified by the Canons who has made the foregoing
declaration, or a minister ordained in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America or its
predecessor bodies who has made the promise of conformity required by that Church in
place of the foregoing declaration to officiate on a temporary basis as an ordained minister
of this church. No minister of such a Church ordained by other than a Bishop, apart from
any such ministers designated as part of the Covenant or Instrument by which full
communion was established, shall be eligible to officiate under this Article.
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<Proposed amended resolution text showing exact changes being made:>
ARTICLE VI

Sec. 1. The House of Bishops may establish a Mission in any area not included within the
boundaries of any Diocese of this Church or of any Church in full communion with this
Church, and elect or appoint a Bishop therefore.

ARTICLE VIl

No person shall be ordered Priest or Deacon to minister in this Church until the person shall
have been examined by the Bishop and two Priests and shall have exhibited such
testimonials and other requisites as the Canons in that case provided may direct. No person
shall be ordained and consecrated Bishop, or ordered Priest or Deacon to minister in this
Church, unless at the time, in the presence of the ordaining Bishop or Bishops, the person
shall subscribe and make the following declaration:



| do believe the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, and
to contain all things necessary to salvation; and | do solemnly engage to conform to the
Doctrine, Discipline, and Worship of the Episcopal Church.

Provided, however, that any person consecrated a Bishop to minister in any Diocese of an
autonomous Church or Province of a Church in full communion with this Church may,
instead of the foregoing declaration, make the promises of Conformity required by the
Church in which the Bishop is to minister.

If any Bishop ordains a Priest or Deacon to minister elsewhere than in this Church, or
confers ordination as Priest or Deacon upon a Christian minister who has not received
Episcopal Ordination, the Bishop shall do so only in accordance with such provisions as
shall be set forth in the Canons of this Church.

No person ordained by a foreign Bishop, or by a Bishop not in full communion with this
Church, shall be permitted to officiate as a Minister of this Church until the person shall
have complied with the Canon or Canons in that case provided and also shall have
subscribed the aforesaid declaration.

A Bishop may permit an ordained minister in good standing in a church with which this
Church is in full communion as specified by the Canons who has made the foregoing
declaration, or a minister ordained in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America or its
predecessor bodies who has made the promise of conformity required by that Church in
place of the foregoing declaration to officiate on a temporary basis as an ordained minister
of this church. No minister of such a Church ordained by other than a Bishop, apart from
any such ministers designated as part of the Covenant or Instrument by which full
communion was established, shall be eligible to officiate under this Article.

Resolved, That $25,000 be allocated for the pilot carbon offset program.
Explanation

These changes are proposed to reflect being in full communion rather than communion to
remain consistent throughout our Constitution and Canons.
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of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1973-2018

Resolution Number: 2018-A089

Title: Amend Constitution Articles VI and VIII [Regarding Full
Communion--First Reading]

Legidative Action Taken: Concurred

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention amend ArticlesVI and V111 to read as follows:

ARTICLE VI

Sec. 1. TheHouse of Bishops may establish a Mission in any area not included
within the boundaries of any Diocese of this Church or of any Church in full
communion with this Church, and elect or appoint a Bishop therefore.

ARTICLE VIII

No person shall be ordered Priest or Deacon to minister in this Church until
the person shall have been examined by the Bishop and two Priests and shall
have exhibited such testimonials and other requisites as the Canons in that
case provided may direct. No person shall beordained and consecr ated Bishop,
or ordered Priest or Deacon to minister in this Church, unless at thetime, in
the presence of the ordaining Bishop or Bishops, the person shall subscribe
and make the following declar ation:

| do believetheHaly Scripturesof the Old and New Testaments
to be the Word of God, and to contain all things necessary to
salvation; and | do solemnly engageto conform tothe Doctrine,
Discipline, and Wor ship of the Episcopal Church.

Provided, however, that any person consecrated a Bishop to minister in any
Diocese of an autonomous Church or Province of a Church in full communion
with thisChurch may, instead of the foregoing declar ation, makethe promises
of Conformity required by the Church in which the Bishop isto minister.

If any Bishop ordains a Priest or Deacon to minister elsewhere than in this
Church, or confersordination as Priest or Deacon upon a Christian minister
who has not received Episcopal Ordination, the Bishop shall do so only in
accor dance with such provisions as shall be set forth in the Canons of this
Church.

No person ordained by aforeign Bishop, or by aBishop not in full communion
with this Church, shall be permitted to officiate as a Minister of this Church
until the person shall have complied with the Canon or Canonsin that case
provided and also shall have subscribed the aforesaid declar ation.

A Bishop may per mit an ordained minister in good standing in a church with
which this Church isin full communion as specified by the Canons who has
made the foregoing declaration, or a minister ordained in the Evangelical
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Lutheran Church in America or its predecessor bodies who has made the
promise of conformity required by that Church in place of the foregoing
declaration to officiate on a temporary basis as an ordained minister of this
church. No minister of such a Church ordained by other than a Bishop, apart
from any such ministersdesignated as part of the Covenant or Instrument by
which full communion was established, shall be eligibleto officiate under this

Article.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Austin, 2018 (New York: General Convention, 2018), pp. 355-356.
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of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1973-2018
Resolution Number: 2009-A051

Title: Amend Constitution ArticleVI11 [Ordination -- Second Reading]
L egislative Action Taken: Concurred

Final Text:

Resolved, That thelast paragraph of ArticleVII1 of the Constitution be amended to read as

follows:
A bishop may permit an ordained minister in good standing in a church with which this
church is in full communion as specified by the Canons who has made the foregoing
declaration, or aminister ordained in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Americaor its
predecessor bodies who has made the promise of confor mity required by that church in
place of theforegoing declar ation to officiate on atempor ary basisasan ordained minister
of thischurch.

Citation: Genera Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Anaheim, 2009 (New York: General Convention, 2009), p. 810.
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