
General Convention of The Episcopal Church 2022
Archives’ Research Report

Resolution No.: 2022-C001

Title: Regarding Anti-Semitism and Palestinian Christians

Proposer: Maryland

Topic: Discrimination, Racism

Directly Related: (Attached)

2018-A230 Condemn Unjust Scapegoating

2018-D089 Condemn Racist Language and Address Past and Current Discrimination

2009-A142 Recommit the Church to Anti-Racism and Request Annual Diocesan Reports

2006-A011 On the Topic of Peace Between Israel and Palestine (Rejected)

1997-D055 Reaffirm Interfaith Dialogue and Acknowledge Prejudice Against Jews

1991-D122 Distinguish Between Criticism of Israeli Policy and Anti-Jewish Prejudice

Indirectly Related: (Available in the Acts of Convention database, searchable by resolution number)

2018-B003 Reaffirm Jerusalem as the Shared Capital of Israel and Palestine

2015-A062 Address Christian Anti-Judaism in Liturgical Texts

2012-A058 Address Christian Anti-Judaism

2009-A089 Direct Completion of Tasks Assigned to the Commission on Liturgy and Music

In preparing this report, the Archives researched the resolutions in the Acts of Convention database for the period 1973
through 2018, selecting “direct” resolutions that have a substantive bearing on the proposed legislation.  The “direct”
resolutions are attached and “indirect” resolutions are available in the Acts of Convention database.  Committee
members who require other research assistance should contact the Archives through the Research Request Form or 

call 800-525-9329. 

The Acts of General Convention 1973-2018  a  Research report provided by The Archives of the Episcopal Church

https://www.episcopalarchives.org/e-archives/acts/
https://www.episcopalarchives.org/contact/research-request-form


C001 - Regarding Anti-Semitism and 
Palestinian Christians 

 

Final Status: Not Yet Finalized  

Proposed by: Maryland  
Requests New Interim Body: No  
Amends C&C or Rules of Order: No  
Has Budget Implications: No  
Cost:  
HiA: HB  
Legislative Committee Currently Assigned: 07 - Social Justice & International Policy  
Completion Status: Incomplete  
Latest House Action: N/A 
Supporting Documents: No  

 

Resolution Text 

Resolved, the House of ________________ concurring, 

That the 80th General Convention recognizes that the Church has at times in its history 
been guilty of anti-Semitic words and actions and that Anglicans and Episcopalians have 
not been without fault in this regard; and be it further 

Resolved, that this General Convention recognizes that the evil of anti-Semitism continues 
to infect our society today; and be it further 

Resolved, that this General Convention notes that our Church has been made aware by our 
Jewish neighbors that some of our discourse surrounding the Israeli- Palestinian conflict 
has been experienced by them as anti-Semitic; and be it further 

Resolved, that this General Convention gives thanks to God that we are blessed to be in 
communion with our brothers and sisters in the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem; and be it 
further 

Resolved, That this General Convention resolutely and unequivocally rejects and abhors 
anti-Semitism in all of its manifestations: in thought, word, or deed, in things done or things 
left undone; and be it further 

Resolved, That our Church commits itself anew to avoid anti-Semitic rhetoric, not least in 
our discourse regarding the Israeli-Palestinian conflict; and be it further 



Resolved, that in regard to its policies with respect to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict this 
Church will seek to know the mind of, and, insofar as it is not prohibited by our Constitution 
and Canons, defer to the interests of our brothers and sisters in the Holy Land, not least the 
Most Reverend Hosam Naoum, Bishop in Jerusalem, and his successors; and be it further 

Resolved, that this 80th General Convention sends its warmest greetings to Archbishop 
Naoum and to all of our brothers and sisters in his Diocese, praying without ceasing with the 
Psalmist for the peace of Jerusalem, and upholding especially in prayer those God has 
called to be His ambassadors in the Land of the Holy One. 

Explanation 

During the 79th General Convention of the Episcopal Church, meeting in Austin, a great 
many resolutions were proposed condemning Israel’s policies and their implementation. Our 
Bishop, the Rt. Rev. Eugene Taylor Sutton, speaking in the House of Bishops on the final 
day of Convention, expressed his deep concern about “the fixation on Israel” and noted the 
“sense of piling on” conveyed by the tenor of legislation and discussion at that Convention 
related to the Israeli- Palestinian conflict. 

We share in our Bishop’s observations and his concern, not least because we are aware of 
the profound consequences of anti-Semitism, especially as they have been shared with us 
by our Jewish neighbors in the Diocese and beyond. Given the degree to which our Jewish 
neighbors are concerned with the content and tone of what was expressed at our last 
General Convention, we think it would be appropriate for General Convention to declare 
unequivocally that anti-Semitism has no place in our Church. 

The three of us had the privilege of spending three weeks over two summers in the Land of 
the Holy One studying the Israeli-Palestinian conflict with the Christian Leadership Initiative 
at the Shalom Hartman Institute.  We visited a variety of sites including a Palestinian 
refugee camp, and met with a broad range of people, both Israeli and Palestinian. This 
experience of study has led us to believe that due to the complexity of the issues involved in 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, Bp. Sutton was right to question whether “we here [General 
Convention] can suggest that we actually know what the problems are,” let alone precisely 
what solutions might be possible or should be implemented. 

Moreover, our brothers and sisters in Christ in the Land of the Holy One, especially our 
fellow members of the Anglican Communion in the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem, are 
better positioned than we are to appreciate the complexity of the issues involved in the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Indeed, they are the ones likely to experience directly any 
negative consequences of resolutions and statements made by our Church and its leaders. 
Accordingly, we think it important that the Episcopal Church operate in this policy area with 
a keen awareness of—and, as appropriate, a deference to—the concerns that our brothers 
and sisters in the Holy Land have. 

 



Resolution Number: 2018-A230

Title: Condemn Unjust Scapegoating

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention proclaims that the Episcopal branch of the Jesus
Movement repudiates all political appeals and language rooted in the sin of scapegoating
groups of human beings on the basis of race, language, culture, belief, economic and physical
condition, immigration status, gender identification, and sexual orientation; and be it further
Resolved, That General Convention observes that such attacks have escalated alarmingly in
the current political climate, including, but not limited to, the scapegoating of people of
African descent in our cities—blamed for crime; non-white immigrants and asylum seekers
from the Southern Hemisphere—blamed for stealing jobs; visitors and U.S. citizens from
Arab Muslim countries—blamed for terrorism; indigenous peoples—blamed for a wide
range of social ills and for thwarting energy independence; women and LGBTQ+
people—blamed for the de-masculinization and disintegration of society and families; the
economically disadvantaged—blamed for being a burden on the wealthy and comfortable;
the incarcerated and formerly incarcerated—condemned as irredeemable; and persons with
disabilities—ridiculed, as in Jesus’s time, as outcasts. We recognize also that the sin of
scapegoating occurs in virtually every nation in which The Episcopal Church ministers; and
be it further
Resolved, That General Convention repudiates the acts of violence that inevitably result from
the rhetoric and tactics of political scapegoating; and be it further
Resolved, That General Convention finds group scapegoating to be abhorrent to the heart
of Christ and the soul of democracy. It offends against the rootedness of the best ideals of
our government in the ethics respecting the dignity of individuals to which Christianity and
all great faiths are pledged. It degrades politics by basing appeals for votes on fear and hate
instead of hope and love. It invites comparisons to the darkest moments in human history,
when race-based, clan-based, and other forms of scapegoating unleashed acts of genocide;
and be it further
Resolved, That General Convention commends the Presiding Bishop and the President of
the House of Deputies to such consultations as they deem fit with The Episcopal Church’s
ecumenical and interfaith partners (including the National Council of Churches’ A.C.T.
Now to End Racism initiative) with a goal of uniting people of faith and like mind and spirit
behind a consolidated, comprehensive, and coordinated witness against an ungodly practice
that pollutes and strains our common life.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Austin, 2018 (New York: General Convention, 2018), pp. 610-611.
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Resolution Number: 2018-D089

Title: Condemn Racist Language and Address Past and Current
Discrimination

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention decries the use of expressions of explicit racial
malice and racially coded language with discriminatory intent on the part of political leaders;
and be it further
Resolved, That the 79th General Convention express its dismay at the statements expressing
animosity and fear toward Muslims that have pervaded political discourse in the United
States in recent years; and be it further
Resolved, That the 79th General Convention recognize legitimate national security concerns,
but reject national security as a pretext for discrimination and transgressing civil rights;
and be it further
Resolved, That the 79th General Convention express regret at historical and current U.S.
Supreme Court decisions that uphold governmental discriminatory policies and practices
including Korematsu v. United States and Trump v. Hawaii; and be it further
Resolved, That the 79th General Convention direct The Episcopal Church’s Office of
Government Relations to urge the U.S. government to enact and implement legislation,
policies, and initiatives that are not discriminatory in intent or in practice, and that remedies
be sought to address the wrongs committed through discrimination, government policies,
and political rhetoric that cause injury to communities that have been discriminated against.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Austin, 2018 (New York: General Convention, 2018), p. 693.
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Resolution Number: 2009-A142

Title: Recommit the Church to Anti-Racism and Request Annual
Diocesan Reports

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That The Episcopal Church recommit and declare itself to be dedicated to continuing
to work against the sin of racism; and be it further
Resolved, That the Office of Anti-Racism and Gender Equality continue to design and deliver
anti-racism, classism and ethnic discrimination training that examines factors and
circumstances which maintain racism, classism and ethnic discrimination in the Church and
in civil society; and be it further
Resolved, That all dioceses and provinces receive anti-racism training if they have not already
done so or renew training that has been previously taken; and be it further
Resolved, That dioceses and provinces develop programs and ministries to dismantle and
eradicate structures of racism, both internally and externally, and integrate the practices of
anti-racism into their ongoing life; and be it further
Resolved, That the Anti-Racism Committee of Executive Council develop a monitoring and
reporting process for the dioceses, and that dioceses make annual reports to the Anti-Racism
Committee of Executive Council.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Anaheim, 2009 (New York: General Convention, 2009), p. 742
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Resolution Number: 2006-A011
Title: On the Topic of Peace Between Israel and Palestine

Legislative Action Taken: Rejected [Died With Adjournment]

Text of Resolution:

Resolved, the House of Deputies concurring, That the 75th General Convention reaffirm The
Episcopal Church's commitment to:

   1. the rightful existence of the State of Israel as a nation among nations;

   2. the rightful existence of a State of Palestine as a nation among nations;

   3. the recognition of Jerusalem as the shared capital of the two states;

   4. the end of all violence and its crippling impact on Israeli and Palestinian societies;

   5. the withdrawal by Israel from all occupied Palestinian territories as established in 1967 its 
settlements in the West Bank;

   6. the return of all parties to the negotiating table rather than unilateral action by any party;

   7. the eradication of the sin of anti-Semitism and all other forms of racism.
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Resolution Number: 1997-D055

Title: Reaffirm Interfaith Dialogue and Acknowledge Prejudice Against
Jews

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Substituted and Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That this 72nd General Convention reaffirm the Episcopal Church's commitment
to interfaith cooperation and dialogue with our sisters and brothers of the Jewish faith; and
be it further
Resolved, That we commend the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America for the leadership
it has given in this area and more particularly its 1994 Declaration to the Jewish Community
; and be it further
Resolved, That we acknowledge, with regret, our acts of moral blindness and outright
prejudice, throughout history and today, that have contributed to the abuse and mistreatment
of Jews.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Philadelphia, 1997 (New York: General Convention, 1998), p. 216.
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Resolution Number: 1991-D122

Title: Distinguish Between Criticism of Israeli Policy and Anti-Jewish
Prejudice

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 70th General Convention of the Episcopal Church recognize that a
distinction exists between the propriety of legitimate criticism of Israeli governmental policy
and action and the impropriety of anti-Jewish prejudice; and be it further
Resolved, That the 70th General Convention of the Episcopal Church deplore all expressions
of anti-Jewish prejudice (sometimes referred to by the imprecise word "anti-Semitism"), in
whatever form on whatever occasion, and urge its total elimination from the deliberations
and affairs of the Episcopal Church, its individual members, its various units.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Phoenix, 1991 (New York: General Convention, 1992), p. 773.
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