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D026 - Create a Task Force on LBGTQ+ 
Inclusion 

 

Final Status: Not Yet Finalized  
Proposed by: Canon Jim White  
Endorsed by: Ms. Katie Sherrod,The Rev. Cynthia Black  
Requests New Interim Body: No  
Amends C&C or Rules of Order: No  
Has Budget Implications: Yes  
Cost: $100,000.00  
HiA: HD  
Legislative Committee Currently Assigned: 13 - Committees & Commissions  
Completion Status: Incomplete  
Latest House Action: N/A 
Supporting Documents: No  

 

Resolution Text 

Resolved, the House of ________________ concurring, 

That it is the intention of The Episcopal Church to continue our becoming “The Beloved 
Community;” a charism of which is a church that functions with equity and care for the 
whole body, including its LGBTQ+ members; and be it further 

Resolved, That the 80th General Convention direct the Presiding Bishop and the President 
of the House of Deputies to appoint jointly a Task Force on LGBTQ+ Inclusion, consisting of 
not more than 14 people, who represent the diversity of the LGBTQ+ members of this 
Church; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Task Force initiate a churchwide audit of how The Episcopal Church has 
lived into its 1976 commitment to provide full and equal claim to the love, acceptance and 
pastoral concern and care of the Church to its LGBTQ+ members; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Task Force begin the process of creating an archive of the history of the 
work for LGBTQ+ inclusion in The Episcopal Church; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Task Force report and make recommendations to the 81st General 
Convention, ending its term at that time except by further action of General Convention; and 
be it further 



Resolved, That the General Convention request the Joint Standing Committee on Program, 
Budget and Finance to consider a budget allocation of $100,000 for the implementation of 
this resolution. 

Explanation 

In 1976, the 65th General Convention of the Episcopal Church asserted in a resolution 
1976-A069 that ”homosexual persons are children of God who have a full and equal claim 
with all other persons upon the love, acceptance and pastoral concern and care of the 
Church.“ In the decades since its adoption, faithful witnesses to God's inclusive love have 
been working to make that resolution a reality in the Episcopal Church for all members of 
the human family, wherever they fall on the continuum of sexual orientation or gender 
identity. As the Episcopal Church continues the work of Becoming Beloved Community, it is 
time to bring that work from the margins into the center by archiving our history, auditing our 
present and recommending steps forward into our future. 

 



Resolution Number: 2018-C022

Title: Support End of Discrimination Against Transgender and
Non-Binary People

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention of The Episcopal Church reaffirm its support
for the enactment of laws at the local, state and federal level that prohibit discrimination
based on gender identity or the expression of one’s gender identity; and be it further
Resolved, That The Episcopal Church support legislative, educational, pastoral, liturgical,
and broader communal efforts that seek to end the pattern of violence against transgender
people in general and transgender women in particular, calling attention especially to the
rising violence against transgender women of color and gender non-conforming people; and
be it further
Resolved, That The Episcopal Church oppose all legislation that restricts public restroom,
locker room and shower access for transgender and gender non-conforming people,
recognizing that such bills disproportionately impact and contribute to a pattern of violence
against transgender women and non-binary identified people; and be it further
Resolved, That The Episcopal Church ask dioceses and parishes to remove barriers to full
participation in congregational life by making their gender-specific facilities and activities
fully accessible to all, regardless of gender identity and expression; and be it further
Resolved, That The Episcopal Church direct the Office of Government Relations to advocate
for passage of federal legislation that protects transgender and gender non-conforming
persons from discrimination; and be it further
Resolved, That The Episcopal Church urge dioceses, parishes, and Episcopalians to advocate
for passage and enactment of similar legislation at the local and state level.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Austin, 2018 (New York: General Convention, 2018), p. 421.
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Resolution Number: 2018-C054

Title: Adopt Guiding Principles for Inclusion of Transgender and
Non-binary People

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention affirm the following guiding principles for the
inclusion of transgender and non-binary people and urge that the Dioceses of the Episcopal
Church prayerfully consider adopting and implementing the following guiding principles
for the inclusion of transgender and non-binary people in their parishes, missions, schools
and camps:

Guiding Principles for the Inclusion of Transgender and Non-Binary People
in Dioceses, Parishes, Missions, Schools and Camps:
We believe that all people are created in the image of God and that all people
are beloved children of God. Because this is true,
1. We will protect the rights and respect the dignity of transgender and

non-binary persons, refusing to reject, judge, abuse, belittle or in any
way dehumanize them.

2. We will engage the complex realities for transgender and non-binary
persons in our churches, schools, and camps, and not yield to the
temptation to ignore those realities.

3. We will recognize and accept our responsibility to protect the privacy
of transgender and non-binary persons.

4. We will make decisions about how to support transgender and non-binary
minors in our schools and camps in sensitive and appropriate
communication with their parents.

5. We will provide a safe environment for transgender and non-binary
persons, for those who support them, and for those who do not
understand our commitment to these principles.

6. We will stay flexible in response to the complex and changing
ramifications of this work by being open to relevant stories, to emerging
information, and to the movement of the Holy Spirit.

And be it further
Resolved, That materials to help promote the Guiding Principles of this resolution be
developed and curated by the Office of Formation through partnerships with organizations
such as Integrity and TransEpiscopal.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Austin, 2018 (New York: General Convention, 2018), pp. 945-946.
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Resolution Number: 2006-A095

Title: Reaffirm Support of Gay and Lesbian Persons

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 75th General Convention reaffirm The Episcopal Church’s historical
support of gay and lesbian persons as children of God and entitled to full civil rights; and be
it further
Resolved, That the 75th General Convention reaffirm the 71st General Convention’s action
calling upon “municipal council, state legislatures and the United States Congress to approve
measures giving gay and lesbian couples protection[s] such as: bereavement and family leave
policies; health benefits; pension benefits; real-estate transfer tax benefits; and commitments
to mutual support enjoyed by non-gay married couples"; and be it further
Resolved, That the 75th General Convention oppose any state or federal constitutional
amendment that prohibits same-sex civil marriage or civil unions.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Columbus, 2006 (New York: General Convention, 2007), p. 704.
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Resolution Number: 2006-A163

Title: Affirm Pastoral Care for All Members of the Church

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 75th General Convention of The Episcopal Church affirm the centrality
of effective and appropriate pastoral care for all members of this Church and all who come
seeking the aid of this Church; and be it further
Resolved, That the 75th General Convention commit The Episcopal Church to the ongoing
engagement of and sensitive response to the request and need of all the people of God – in
particular, but not exclusively, those who agree and those who disagree with the actions of
this body, those who feel isolated thereby, and gay and lesbian persons within and without
this Church; and be it further
Resolved,That the 75th General Convention recognize the agonizing position of those who
do not feel able to receive appropriate pastoral care from their own bishops, and urges the
members of the House of Bishops to seek the highest degree of communion and reconciliation
within their own dioceses, using when requested in good faith the Delegated Episcopal Pastoral
Oversight (DEPO) process detailed in the March 2004 statement of the House of Bishops,
“Caring for All the Churches;” and be it further
Resolved,That the 75th General Convention urge continued maintenance of historic diocesan
boundaries, the authority of the diocesan bishop, and respect for the historical relationships
of the separate and autonomous Provinces of the Anglican Communion.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Columbus, 2006 (New York: General Convention, 2007), p. 356.
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Resolution Number: 2006-A167

Title: Reaffirm Church Membership of Gay and Lesbian Persons

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 75th General Convention of The Episcopal Church reaffirm that gay and
lesbian persons are by Baptism full members of the Body of Christ and of The Episcopal
Church as “children of God who have a full and equal claim with all other persons upon the
love, acceptance, and pastoral concern and care of the Church” (GC1976–A069); and be it
further
Resolved, That the 75th General Convention reiterate its apology “on behalf of The Episcopal
Church to its members who are gay or lesbian, and to lesbians and gay men outside the
Church, for years of rejection and maltreatment by the Church,” and recommit to “seek
amendment of our life together as we ask God’s help in sharing the Good News with all
people” (GC1997–D011); and be it further
Resolved, That, in evidence of that apology, The Episcopal Church pledge to include openly
gay and lesbian persons on every committee, commission or task force developed for the
specific purpose of discussing issues about sexuality and request the same of our sister
churches in the Anglican Communion and Anglican Communion bodies; and be it further
Resolved, That the 75th General Convention reiterate that “our baptism into Jesus Christ is
inseparable from our communion with one another, and we commit ourselves to that
communion despite our diversity of opinion and, among dioceses, a diversity of pastoral
practice with the gay men and lesbians among us” (GC2003–C051).

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Columbus, 2006 (New York: General Convention, 2007), pp. 669-670.
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Resolution Number: 2000-A009

Title: Identify "Safe Spaces" for Lesbians and Gays

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the Executive Council establish a formal process for congregations to identify
themselves as "safe spaces" for lesbians and gays and others who understand themselves to
be part of a sexual minority, to tell their stories and be heard with love, care, and assurance
of appropriate confidentiality; and be it further
Resolved, That the Presiding Bishop's staff work with counterparts within the Anglican
Communion to encourage similar "safe spaces" within the Communion.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Denver, 2000 (New York: General Convention, 2001), p. 245.
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Resolution Number: 1976-A069

Title: Recognize the Equal Claims of Homosexuals

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred

Final Text:

Resolved, That it is the sense of this General Convention that homosexual persons are children
of God who have a full and equal claim with all other persons upon the love, acceptance, and
pastoral concern and care of the Church.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Minneapolis 1976 (New York: General Convention, 1977), p. C-109.
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