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Resolution Text

Resolved, the House of concurring,

That the 80th General Convention celebrates the diversity of human experience,
recognizing that we are all made in the image of God, and be it further

Resolved, that the 80th General Convention calls for the Episcopal Church to advocate for
access to gender affirming care in all forms (social, medical, or any other) and at all ages as
part of our Baptismal call to “respect the dignity of every human being”; and be it further

Resolved, that the 80th General Convention affirms that all Episcopalians should be able to
partake in gender affirming care with no restriction on movement, autonomy, or timing; and
be it further

Resolved, that the 80th General Convention understands that the protection of religious
liberty extends to all Episcopalians who may need or desire to access, to utilize, to aid
others in the procurement of, or to offer gender affirming care; and be it further

Resolved, that this 80th General Convention supports public policies at the local, state, and
national levels in all our countries to support gender affirming care.

Explanation



As a Church we celebrate the diversity and glory of God as reflected in every human being.
We have also embraced access to necessary healthcare without restriction on gender. The
time has come for us to unite these views to advocate for acess to healthcare for our trans

and nonbinary Siblings in Christ.

We are also a Church guided by science and, in this case, the science is clear. Access to
gender affirming care substantially reduces suicidality amongst trans and nonbinary youth
(Tordoff et al 2022) and adults (Seelman et al 2017). The compassionate Christian stance is

to embrace our trans and nonbinary siblings, advocating for their access to all health care
needs.

REFERENCES:
Tordoff et al 2022: https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2789423

Seelman et al 2017: https://www.liebertpub.com/doi/full/10.1089/trgh.2016.0024






H4 | THE ARCHIVES

of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1973-2018

Resolution Number : 2018-C022

Title: Support End of Discrimination Against Transgender and
Non-Binary People

Legidative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention of The Episcopal Church reaffirm its support
for the enactment of laws at the local, state and federal level that prohibit discrimination
based on gender identity or the expression of one's gender identity; and be it further
Resolved, That The Episcopal Church support legidlative, educational, pastoral, liturgical,
and broader communal effortsthat seek to end the pattern of violence against transgender
people in general and transgender women in particular, calling attention especially to the
rising violence against transgender women of color and gender non-confor ming people; and
beit further

Resolved, That The Episcopal Church oppose all legidation that restricts public restroom,
locker room and shower access for transgender and gender non-conforming people,
recognizing that such billsdisproportionately impact and contributeto a pattern of violence
against transgender women and non-binary identified people; and be it further

Resolved, That The Episcopal Church ask dioceses and parishes to remove barriersto full
participation in congregational life by making their gender-specific facilities and activities
fully accessibleto all, regardless of gender identity and expression; and be it further
Resolved, That The Episcopal Church direct the Office of Government Relationsto advocate
for passage of federal legidation that protects transgender and gender non-conforming
per sons from discrimination; and beit further

Resolved, That The Episcopal Church urgedioceses, parishes, and Episcopaliansto advocate
for passage and enactment of similar legislation at the local and state level.

Citation: Genera Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Austin, 2018 (New York: General Convention, 2018), p. 421.
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Resolution Number: 2018-C041

Title: Advocate for Policies Supporting Nutrition, Healthcare, and
Housing as Human Rights

Legidative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention of The Episcopal Church direct The Office of
Government Relations to advocate unflaggingly for the federal government of the United
States to close gaps in the safety net which cause millions of Americans to suffer eviction,
homelessness, inability to access health care, medical debt, and hunger; and beit further
Resolved, That Episcopalians, Dioceses and The Episcopal Church advocate at the federal,
state, and local level for adequate nutrition, healthcare, and housing as human rights which
should be provided to all residents of this country, and for which eligibility is deter mined
only by theapplicants' current financial need, and all eligible peoplereceivetheaid for which
they qualify; and beit further

Resolved, That Episcopalians, dioceses, and The Episcopal Church oppose federal cutsin
tax creditsthat benefit low-income familiesincluding the Earned Income Tax Credit, Child
Tax Credit, and Child Care Credit, and advocate for similar tax credits at the state level;
and beit further

Resolved, That Episcopalians, dioceses, and The Episcopal Church oppose health care
proposals 1) to limit public benefit funding to block grants, or 2) to cut off new enrollment
of income-eligible people at a future date irrespective of their needs, or 3) to stipulate that
peoplewho losedligibility when their incomerisescannot re-enroll if their incomefallsagain
in the future dueto loss of income; and be it further

Resolved, That Episcopalians and diocesesin the 19 statesthat did not accept the Affordable
CareAct Medicaid Expansion advocate with their state legislators and governorsto accept
this benefit and federal funding for their constituents; and be it further

Resolved, That Episcopalians, dioceses and The Episcopal Church call on Congressto make
the cost-sharing provisions of the Affordable Care Act an entitlement; and beit further
Resolved, That Episcopalians, dioceses and The Episcopal Church call on Congress to cap
the mortgage interest deduction for wealthy taxpayers and direct the increased revenue to
low-income housing assistance programs, and be it further

Resolved, That the General Convention request the Joint Standing Committee on Program,
Budget and Finance to consider a budget allocation of $83,750 for 1/4 FTE staff person at
the Office of Government Relationstotrack federal and state legislative proposalson public
benefit funding and ligibility, and to providetimely action alertsto dioceses, and Episcopal
Public Policy Network; and be it further

Resolved, That the Episcopal Dioceses and congregations provide networking relationship
for housing and employment to refer homeless people to assist in getting employment and
housing.

Citation: Genera Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Austin, 2018 (New York: General Convention, 2018), pp. 421-422.
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Resolution Number: 2018-C054

Title: Adopt Guiding Principles for Inclusion of Transgender and
Non-binary People

Legidative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention affirm the following guiding principles for the
inclusion of transgender and non-binary people and urgethat the Dioceses of the Episcopal
Church prayerfully consider adopting and implementing the following guiding principles
for the inclusion of transgender and non-binary peoplein their parishes, missions, schools
and camps:

Guiding Principlesfor the Inclusion of Transgender and Non-Binary People

in Dioceses, Parishes, Missions, Schools and Camps:

We believe that all people are created in theimage of God and that all people

are beloved children of God. Becausethisistrue,

1.  Wewill protect the rights and respect the dignity of transgender and
non-binary persons, refusing to reject, judge, abuse, belittle or in any
way dehumanize them.

2. We will engage the complex realities for transgender and non-binary
persons in our churches, schools, and camps, and not yield to the
temptation to ignorethoserealities.

3. Wewill recognize and accept our responsibility to protect the privacy
of transgender and non-binary persons.

4.  Wewill makedecisonsabout how to support transgender and non-binary
minors in our schools and camps in sensitive and appropriate
communication with their parents.

5. We will provide a safe environment for transgender and non-binary
persons, for those who support them, and for those who do not
understand our commitment to these principles.

6. We will stay flexible in response to the complex and changing
ramificationsof thiswork by being open torelevant stories, to emerging
information, and to the movement of the Holy Spirit.

And beit further

Resolved, That materials to help promote the Guiding Principles of this resolution be
developed and curated by the Office of Formation through partner shipswith organizations
such asIntegrity and TransEpiscopal.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Austin, 2018 (New York: General Convention, 2018), pp. 945-946.
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