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Resolution Text 

Resolved, the House of ________________ concurring, 

That this 80th General Convention express to the Most Reverend and Right Honorable 
Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury, its dismay at the decision to exclude same-sex 
spouses of LGBTQ+ bishops from participating in Lambeth Conference 2022; and be it 
further 

Resolved, that we deeply regret that the exclusion of same-sex spouses of bishops sends a 
message to LGBTQ+ people around the world that the Church does not appreciate the 
value of the gift of God’s LGBTQ children, and that their families, relationships, and 
experiences are invalid, shameful and wrong; and be it further 

Resolved, that we implore the Archbishop of Canterbury to consider the devastating 
emotional impact on bishops and their spouses, knowing that other bishops will be able to 
share in the conference with their opposite-sex spouses while LGBTQ+ bishops and their 
spouses face exclusion and discrimination; and be it further 

Resolved, that we call on the Archbishop of Canterbury to acknowledge the value and 
benefit of diversity and the inclusion of LGBTQ+ bishops and their families for the good of 
the Body of Christ whose members cannot faithfully say “I have no need of you.” 



  

Explanation 

This resolution is meant to express gratitude for the spouses of LGBTQ+ Bishops in light of 
the decision to exclude same-sex spouses of LGBTQ+ bishops from participating in 
Lambeth Conference 2022. The exclusion of same-sex spouses of bishops sends a 
message to LGBTQ+ people worldwide that the Church does not appreciate the value of 
the gift of God's LGBTQ children and that their families, relationships, and experiences are 
invalid, shameful and wrong. We understand the devastating emotional impact on bishops 
and their spouses, knowing that other bishops will be able to share in the conference with 
their opposite-sex spouses. In contrast, LGBTQ+ bishops and their spouses face systemic 
exclusion and discrimination. This resolution is a way to affirm the many ways LGBTQ+ 
Bishops, their spouses, and families have been a blessing to the Church serving as a 
reminder of God's inclusive and abundant love. 



 



Resolution Number: 2018-A068

Title: Create a Task Force on Liturgical and Prayer Book Revision

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Substituted

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention, pursuant to Article X of the Constitution,
authorize the ongoing work of liturgical and Prayer Book revision for the future of God’s
mission through the Episcopal branch of the Jesus movement. And, that it do so upon the
core theological work of loving, liberating, life-giving reconciliation and creation care; and
be it further
Resolved, That our methodology be one of a dynamic process for discerning common worship,
engaging all the baptized, while practicing accountability to The Episcopal Church; and be
it further
Resolved, That the 79th General Convention create a Task Force on Liturgical and Prayer
Book Revision (TFLPBR), the membership of which will be jointly appointed by the Presiding
Bishop and the President of the House of Deputies, and will report to the appropriate
legislative committee(s) of the 80th General Convention, ensuring that diverse voices of our
church are active participants in this liturgical revision by constituting a group with leaders
who represent the expertise, gender, age, theology, regional, and ethnic diversity of the
church, to include, 10 laity, 10 priests or deacons, and 10 Bishops; and be it further
Resolved, That this Convention memorialize the 1979 Book of Common Prayer as a Prayer
Book of the church preserving the psalter, liturgies, The Lambeth Quadrilateral, Historic
Documents, and Trinitarian Formularies ensuring its continued use; and be it further
Resolved, That this church continue to engage the deep Baptismal and Eucharistic theology
and practice of the 1979 Prayer Book; and be it further
Resolved, That bishops engage worshiping communities in experimentation and the creation
of alternative texts to offer to the wider church, and that each diocese be urged to create a
liturgical commission to collect, reflect, teach and share these resources with the TFLPBR;
and be it further
Resolved, That the TFLPBR in consultation with the Standing Commission on Structure,
Governance, Constitution and Canons is directed to propose to the 80th General Convention
revisions to the Constitution and Canons to enable The Episcopal Church to be adaptive in
its engagement of future generations of Episcopalians, multiplying, connecting, and
disseminating new liturgies for mission, attending to prayer book revision in other provinces
of the Anglican Communion; and be it further
Resolved, That liturgical and Prayer Book revision will continue in faithful adherence to the
historic rites of the Church Universal as they have been received and interpreted within the
Anglican tradition of 1979 Book of Common Prayer, mindful of our existing ecumenical
commitments, while also providing space for, encouraging the submission of, and facilitating
the perfection of rites that will arise from the continual movement of the Holy Spirit among
us and growing insights of our Church; and be it further
Resolved, That such revision utilize the riches of Holy Scripture and our Church’s liturgical,
cultural, racial, generational, linguistic, gender, physical ability, class and ethnic diversity
in order to share common worship; and be it further
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Resolved, That our liturgical revision utilize inclusive and expansive language and imagery
for humanity and divinity; and be it further
Resolved, That our liturgical revision shall incorporate and express understanding,
appreciation, and care of God’s creation; and be it further
Resolved, That our liturgical revision take into consideration the use of emerging technologies
which provide access to a broad range of liturgical resources; and be it further
Resolved, That the SCLM create a professional dynamic equivalence translation of the Book
of Common Prayer 1979 and the Enriching Our Worship Series in Spanish, French, and
Haitian Creole; and that the SCLM diversify the publication formats of new resources,
liturgies and rites to include online publishing; and be it further
Resolved, That this church ensure that, at each step of the revision process, all materials be
professionally translated into English, Spanish, French, and Haitian Creole, following the
principles of dynamic equivalence and that no new rites or liturgical resources be approved
by this church until such translations are secured; and be it further
Resolved, That the TFLPBR shall report to the 80th General Convention; and be it further
Resolved, That there being $201,000 in the proposed budget for the translation of liturgical
materials, that the Executive Council be encouraged to identify additional funds in the
amount of $200,000 to begin this liturgical revision.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Austin, 2018 (New York: General Convention, 2018), pp. 480-481.
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Resolution Number: 2018-A227

Title: Create a Task Force on Communion Across Difference

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention direct the Presiding Bishop and the President
of the House of Deputies to appoint jointly a Task Force on Communion across Difference,
consisting of not more than 14 people, who represent the diversity in this Church including
members from countries other than the United States; and be it further
Resolved, That half of the members appointed hold that marriage is a “covenant between a
man and a woman” (BCP, 422), half of whom hold that marriage is a “covenant between
two people” (Resolution 2018-A085), in the presence of God , and that all of those appointed
seek a pathway toward mutual flourishing in The Episcopal Church; and be it further
Resolved, That the Task Force seek a lasting path forward for mutual flourishing consistent
with this Church’s polity and the 2015 “Communion across Difference” statement of the
House of Bishops affirming (1) the clear decision of General Convention that Christian
marriage is a covenant between two people, of the same sex or of the opposite sex, (2) General
Convention’s firm commitment to make provision for all couples asking to be married in
this Church to have access to authorized liturgies; and also affirming (3) the indispensable
place that the minority who hold to this Church’s historic teaching on marriage have in our
common life, whose witness the Church needs; and be it further
Resolved, That the Task Force consult widely with members of this Church who represent
its diversity of cultural background, age, race, gender, gender identity, and sexual orientation,
particularly its members in countries other than the United States, and also with
representatives reflecting the diversity of views and voices of the Anglican Communion, our
full-communion ecumenical partners, and those churches with whom we carry on ecumenical
dialogues; and be it further
Resolved, That the Task Force report and make recommendations to the 80th General
Convention, ending its term at that time except by further action of General Convention;
and be it further
Resolved, That the General Convention request the Joint Standing Committee on Program,
Budget and Finance to consider a budget allocation of $75,000 for the implementation of
this resolution.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Austin, 2018 (New York: General Convention, 2018), pp. 1037-1038.
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Resolution Number: 2009-D025

Title: Reaffirm Participation in the Anglican Communion and
Acknowledge Differences

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 76th General Convention reaffirm the continued participation of The
Episcopal Church as a constituent member of the Anglican Communion; give thanks for the
work of the bishops at the Lambeth Conference of 2008; reaffirm the abiding commitment
of The Episcopal Church to the fellowship of churches that constitute the Anglican
Communion and seek to live into the highest degree of communion possible; and be it further
Resolved, That the 76th General Convention encourage dioceses, congregations and members
of The Episcopal Church to participate to the fullest extent possible in the many instruments,
networks and relationships of the Anglican Communion; and be it further
Resolved, That the 76th General Convention reaffirm its financial commitment to the Anglican
Communion and pledge to participate fully in the Inter-Anglican Budget; and be it further
Resolved, That the 76th General Convention affirm the value of “listening to the experience
of homosexual persons,” as called for by the Lambeth Conferences of 1978, 1988 and 1998,
and acknowledge that through our own listening the General Convention has come to
recognize that the baptized membership of The Episcopal Church includes same-sex couples
living in lifelong committed relationships “characterized by fidelity, monogamy, mutual
affection and respect, careful, honest communication and the holy love which enables those
in such relationships to see in each other the image of God” (2000-D039); and be it further
Resolved, That the 76th General Convention recognize that gay and lesbian persons who are
part of such relationships have responded to God’s call and have exercised various ministries
in and on behalf of God’s One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church and are currently doing
so in our midst; and be it further
Resolved, That the 76th General Convention affirm that God has called and may call such
individuals to any ordained ministry in The Episcopal Church, and that God’s call to the
ordained ministry in The Episcopal Church is a mystery which the Church attempts to
discern for all people through our discernment processes acting in accordance with the
Constitution and Canons of The Episcopal Church; and be it further
Resolved, That the 76th General Convention acknowledge that members of The Episcopal
Church as of the Anglican Communion, based on careful study of the Holy Scriptures, and
in light of tradition and reason, are not of one mind, and Christians of good conscience
disagree about some of these matters.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Anaheim, 2009 (New York: General Convention, 2009), pp. 627-628.
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Resolution Number: 2000-C043

Title: Affirm and Endorse The Cambridge Accord

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 73rd General Convention of the Episcopal Church affirm and endorse
the Cambridge Accord of October 1, 1999 and urge all members of the House of Bishops to
affix their names to the Accord, the text of which follows.

THE CAMBRIDGE ACCORD

In the name of God, we, the bishops of the Anglican Communion who have affixed
our names to this Accord, publish it as a statement of our shared opinion in regard
to all persons who are homosexual. We affirm that while we may have contrasting
views on the Biblical, theological, and moral issues surrounding homosexuality, on
these three points we are in one Accord:

• That no homosexual person should ever be deprived of liberty, personal property,
or civil rights because of his or her sexual orientation.

• That all acts of violence, oppression, and degradation against homosexual persons
are wrong and cannot be sanctioned by an appeal to the Christian faith.

• That every human being is created equal in the eyes of God and therefore deserves
to be treated with dignity and respect.

We appeal to people of good conscience from every nation and religious creed to
join us in embracing this simple Accord as our global claim to human rights not
only for homosexual men and women, but for all God's people.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Denver, 2000 (New York: General Convention, 2001), p. 565f.
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