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Resolution Text

Resolved, the House of concurring,

That in support of The Anglican Consultative Council resolution passed at ACC 18 in Ghana
in February, 2023, we recognize that the integrity of creation is under threat and at risk of
collapse and there is urgent need to reduce our carbon footprint and protect biodiversity;
and be it further

Resolved, that the Episcopal Church affirms the potential of the Communion Forest initiative
launched as a legacy of the 2022 Lambeth Conference; and be it further

Resolved, that the Episcopal Church join with other Churches of the Communion to join in
this initiative to be ambitious in using their God-given assets, to weave creation care into the
spiritual and liturgical life of the Church; and be it further

Resolved, that we commend the collaboration of the Anglican Alliance and Anglican
Communion Environmental Network, and encourages the dioceses, seminaries,
congregations and other ministries in the Episcopal Church to share with them information
about their existing and new activities.
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of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1973-2022

Resolution Number: 2022-A086

Title: Continue the Work of the Task Force for Care of Creation and
Environmental Racism

Legidative Action Taken: Concurred

Final Text:

Resolved, That the General Convention affirm the Presiding Bishop’s and the President of
the House of Deputies continued call to the Church to recognize Care of Creation and
Environmental Justice asintegral and ongoing parts of the Church’sloving, liberating, and
life-giving work; and beit further

Resolved, That the General Convention commend the good work done by the Task Forcefor
Care of Creation and Environmental Racism in the triennium following the 2018 General
Convention; and be it further

Resolved, That the General Convention authorize a Task Force for Care of Creation and
Environmental Racism to continue thiswork on behalf of the Episcopal Church in the next
triennium; and be it further

Resolved, That this Task Force of up to 20 persons be appointed jointly by the President of
the House of Deputies and the Presiding Bishop, with membersto include a geographically
diver serepresentation from the Church mindful to include younger generations, per sons of
color and Native personswho areand will be disproportionately affected by climate change;
and beit further

Resolved, That this Task Force submit a report to the 81st General Convention; and be it
further

Resolved, That the General Convention direct this Task Force to make as a priority the
development and support of programsthat respond to eco-justice concerns, address systemic
environmental racism, and work to alleviate environmental burdens on indigenous
communities. Ensure that programs can be modeled across the provinces of the Episcopal
Church; and to providetraining and financial and other resourcesto facilitatethese projects;
and beit further

Resolved, That the General Convention directs the Task Force to further expand, support
and promote the Creation Care Covenant recognizing that thiswork seeksto align with the
loving, liberating and lifegiving wor k of evangelism and beloved community; and beit further
Resolved, That the General Convention direct the Task Force to continue its work on
developing theological resourcesand materialson arange of environmental topicsincluding
but not limited to the sin of environmental racism, an exploration of environmental
repar ations and the ethical and moral implications of responding to climate change; and be
it further

Resolved, That the General Convention direct this Task Force to continue the work of the
previous Advisory Council (GC 2015) and Task Force (GC 2018) to implement the carbon
offset program, support the efforts for just transition, increase and utilize the capabilities
of the Episcopal Asset Map to support and respond to environmental injustices and to
establish the network of asset-based programs; to continue to work within the partner ships
established in the previoustriennium with environmental justice organizations nationwide;
and to continue the grants program in order to accomplish the above objectives; and be it
further
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Resolved, That the General Convention request the Joint Standing Committee on Program,
Budget and Finance to consider a budget allocation of $850,000 during the triennium for
the work outlined above.

Citation: Genera Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Baltimore, 2022 (New York: General Convention, 2023), pp. 841-842.
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of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1973-2022
Resolution Number : 2022-A087

Title: Commit to Net Carbon Neutrality by 2030

L egislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That The Episcopal Church commit to a goal of net carbon neutrality in its
operations and the work of staff, standing commissions, interim bodies, and General
Convention by 2030, through a combination of reducing emissions from travel, reducing
energy use, increasing energy efficiency in buildings, and purchasing offsets from duly
investigated, responsible, and ethical partners; and beit further

Resolved, That the Gener al Convention encour agethe Presiding Bishop’sstaff totake concrete
actions to reduce fossil fuel emissions from travel by said groups, such as through online
meetings or regional gatherings,; and be it further

Resolved, That the General Convention encourage the Presiding Bishop’s staff to draft a
policy to offset one hundred percent of fossil fuel emissionsfrom unavoidabletravel by said
groups, either through an internal offset program or through purchasefrom duly investigated,
responsible, and ethical partners, with appropriate accountability and oversight; and be it
further

Resolved, That the General Convention request the Joint Standing Committee on Program,
Budget and Financeto consider abudget allocation of $70,000 per year for theimplementation
of thisresolution, taken from existing travel budgets, in order to offset approximately 3500
tons of carbon dioxide equivalent (the average annual travel emissions of said groups from
previousyears) at arate of $20 per ton; and beit further

Resolved, That the General Convention encourage the Presiding Bishop’s staff to establish
an internal offset program including such activities as carbon forestry and regenerative
agriculture, with appropriate oversight to ensure that the program meet the five commonly
accepted traits of responsible offset programs:. real, permanent, verifiable, additional, and
enforceable; and beit further

Resolved, That the General Convention request the Joint Standing Committee on Program,
Budget and Financeto consider abudget allocation of $25,000to establish thisinternal offset
program, comprising $15,000 to cover wages and benefits for a part-time Offset Specialist
and $10,000 for implementation and promotion of the program; and be it further

Resolved, That the General Convention encourage parishes, dioceses, schools, camps, and
other Episcopal ingtitutionsto pursuetheir own goal of net car bon neutrality by 2030 through
a combination of reducing emissions from travel, reducing energy use, increasing energy
efficiency in buildings, and purchasing offsetsfrom duly investigated, responsible, and ethical
partners; and be it further

Resolved, that the Gener al Convention request the diocesan bishops of every dioceseto begin
to build networ ks of landowner sand creation trusteesin each diocesewho will devoteportions
of their land toreforestation, prairierestoration, wetland and coastland preservation; adopt
and share regener ative agricultural and ranching practices; collaborate with neighboring
dioceses for best water practicesto protect our water sheds; collaborate on creative means
of distributing food; and pray for future generations dependent on the land and water we
steward; and beit further
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Resolved, That The Episcopal Church support and advocate for the subsistence rights of
Indigenous people and policies that protect and preserve land and resources solely for
subsistence use; and beit further

Resolved, That the General Convention encourage the Presiding Bishop’s staff to develop
and shareresourcesfor parishesand diocesesto commit to and work toward thisgoal, such
asthe online carbon tracker already created by the Diocese of California, aswell as other
online and print resources; and beit further

Resolved, That the General Convention request the Joint Standing Committee on Program,
Budget and Financeto consider a budget allocation of $50,000 to fund the development and
promotion of these resour ces.

Citation: Genera Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Baltimore, 2022 (New York: General Convention, 2023), pp. 545-546.
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Resolution Number: 2022-A088

Title: Re-Commit to Addressing Globa Climate Change and
Environmental Justice

L egislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 80th General Convention recognize as the Episcopal Church's position
that global climate change is not only a scientific concern or environmental issue, but what
theUnited Nationscalls" thedefiningissue of our time... at adefiningmoment” (UN Secretary
General, September 10, 2018), an all-encompassing social crisisand moral emergency that
impacts and interconnects every aspect of pastoral concern including health, poverty,
employment, racism, social justice, and family lifeand that can only beaddressed by a Great
Work involving every sector of society, including the Church; and affirm the commitment
of the 79th General Convention to the House of Bishops 2011 Pastoral Teaching on the
Environment as an official position of the church; and beit further

Resolved, That the Church recommit to the work done by previous General Conventions of
The Episcopal Church on the pressing moral dimensions of global climate change and
environmental justice, including resolutions 2000-D005, 2012-B023, 2015-C013, 2015-C045,
2018-A011, 2018-A018, 2018-A020, 2018-B027, 2018-C020, 2018-C021, and 2018-C064; and
that General Convention reaffirm that the Episcopal Church shall support and advocate for
policies, programs, pastoral responses, and theologies that work to ensure no community -
especially financially impoverished communities, frontlineresidents, migrants, and BIPOC
communities (Black, indigenous, and people of color) - shall bear a disproportionateimpact
of the environmental, health, and economic threats of climate change; and be it further
Resolved, That General Convention affirm thedecision of theUnited Statesfederal government
to rgoin the Paris Climate Accord, while recognizing that the goals set forth in the Paris
Accord areonly afirst step, insufficient in and of themselves to fully contain rising global
temperatures and their impacts; and that General Convention encourage the Presiding
Bishop's staff to continue, through our ongoing role as observers at the United Nations, to
participate in all meetings of the Conference of Parties (COP) to the United Nations
Framewor k Convention on Climate Changeduringthenext triennium via delegations selected
from an applicant pool and madeup primarily of Episcopaliansfrom financially impoverished
communities, frontline locations, and BIPOC communities; and be it further

Resolved, That the General Convention request the Joint Standing Committee on Program,
Budget and Financeto consider a budget allocation of $30,000 per triennium to support costs
associated with travel to the COP conferences by delegation member swho are not members
of the Presiding Bishop's staff; and beit further

Resolved, That The Episcopal Church direct the Office of Government Relations and the
Episcopal Public Policy Network to advocate for legislation and other public policies that
directly addresstheimpact of climate changeamong mar ginalized, indigenous, and frontline
communities and that tangibly and financially assist those communities with the costs of
both climate change and mitigation, and policies that prohibit the authorization and
construction of new fossil fuel infrastructure including but not limited to coal, qil, or gas
leases on public lands, all forms of mountaintop remaoval mining, and tar sands pipelines
such as Keystone XL, Enbridge Line #3, and the Dakota Access Pipeline; and be it further
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Resolved, That General Convention encourage all Church communities, especially parishes,
dioceses, camps, conference centers, schools, and chaplaincies, to learn more about the
pressing moral implications of climate changein their regionsand existing local organizing
efforts, then advocate for policies and solutions to address those local needs utilizing and
adapting advocacy resources from General Convention and the Presiding Bishop's staff
including the Episcopal Public Policy Network, asset map, car bon tracker, liturgical resour ces,
and advocating at the local and state level, and incorporating local nature, environmental
justice, and advocacy for creation care into all aspects of community life and Christian

education.

Citation: Genera Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Baltimore, 2022 (New York: General Convention, 2023), pp. 546-547.
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of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1973-2022
Resolution Number : 2022-C015

Title: Create a Churchwide Internal Carbon Offset Program
L egislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 80th General Convention of The Episcopal Church affirms General
Convention resolution 2018-A014 aswell as Executive Council resolutions 2021-M B 024 and
2021-MW 042; and be it further

Resolved, That this General Convention direct the Executive Council of The Episcopal
Church’s Economic Justice L oan Committee, in consultation with the Task Force on Care
of Creation & Environmental Racism, to evaluate, create, and implement a positiveinvestment
strategy that will fund methodsof capturing and storing greenhouse gasesthrough sustainable
nature-based, land management solutionssuch asafforestation and regenerativeagricultural
practices; and beit further

Resolved, That thedioceses of the Episcopal Church pledgeto support the Communion Forest
initiative, tobelaunched at the L ambeth Conference 2022, to plant trees, practicereforestation
and regenerative agriculture, protect forests and other plant communities across the
Communion; and beit further

Resolved, That thisenvironmental stewar dship responsewill createa pilot churchwide carbon
offset policy with duly investigated, responsible, and ethical partners.

Citation: Genera Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Baltimore, 2022 (New York: General Convention, 2023), p. 548.
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of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1973-2022
Resolution Number : 2018-A010

Title: Encourage Planting of Paris Groves To Give Thanksfor Creation
Legidative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention affirm the importance of Episcopal Schools,
Camps and Conference Centers in educating generations of Episcopalians, especially in
maitters of stewardship and relationship with Creation; and be it further

Resolved, That the General Convention, recognizing the timely importance of these
conver sations, commend all Episcopal Schools, Camp and Conference Centers, or other
church-owned properties in making environmental stewardship and care of creation key
components of formation in the 2019-2021 triennium; and be it further

Resolved, That the General Convention, aspart of The Episcopal Church’sresponseto stand
with international partnersin affirming the Paris Climate Accord, commend each of the
eighty-five (85) camp and conference centersin The Episcopal Church to establish “ Paris
Groves,” plantings of trees at the camp and conference centers or other church-owned
propertiesthat will serve as a visible witnessto the significance of the Paris Accord and do
the practical work of sequestration of carbon from the atmosphere; and be it further
Resolved, That each camp and conference center determine both the tree species and
appropriatetiming for their ecosystem and plant those species; and be it further

Resolved, That each Episcopalian be encouraged to donate for the establishment of Paris
Groves or the maintenance of an existing forest; and be it further

Resolved, That the General Convention invite each Confirmand, person received into The
Episcopal Church and each person reaffirming hisor her Baptismal vowsto plant atreein
gratitude and to cherish thewondrouswor ks of God and protect and restore the beauty and
integrity of all creation.

Citation: Genera Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Austin, 2018 (New York: General Convention, 2018), p. 372.
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of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1973-2022
Resolution Number : 2018-A011

Title: Affirm Commitment to Address Environmental Racism
L egislative Action Taken: Concurred as Substituted

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention affirm theneed for governments, privateindustry
and all peopleto act to protect thehealth of all per sonsfrom unsafeand unhealthy exposures
to air and water pollution, toxic substances, or radiation in their food, water supply, living
guarters, and work places; and be it further

Resolved, That the Church recommit to the excellent work done by previous General
Conventions of The Episcopal Church, specifically resolutions 2000-D005, 2012-B023,
2012-C079, and 2015-C013 and that General Convention affirm that no community, especially
poor communities, those who live closest to the land in subsistence cultures, and members
of mar ginalized ethnic groups, should bear adisproportionaterisk of environmental pollution
or degradation; and advocate for and support policies that protect these populations and
the sanctity of communities and the livelihood of future generations from the disparate
impact of climate change and environmental degradation; and be it further

Resolved, That General Convention direct theformation of aTask For ce, not to exceed twelve
people, including attorneys, health professionals, environmental professionals, and bishops
and other clergy to study and report specific recommendations for appropriate changesin
federal, state, or local law so that effective judicial remedies, based on a showing of
disproportionate health or environmental impact on those living closest to the land in
subsistence cultures, ethnic minorities or poor communities, can be obtained to address
unwise gover nmental decisionswith respect toland use, industrial, energy and transportation
development, and application of environmental standards; and be it further

Resolved, That the Task Force will report to Executive Council by the end of 2019; and be it
further

Resolved, That Program, Budget and Finance consider a budget allocation of $30,000 for the
work of the Task Forcefor the Triennium.

Citation: Genera Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Austin, 2018 (New York: General Convention, 2018), pp. 372-373.
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Resolution Number : 2018-D053

Title: Call for Model Policies for Sustainable Church Land Use
L egislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention recommendsthat all dioceses, faith communities
and institutions create par tner ships enabling the use of church-owned land for regener ative
agricultureand biodiver sity conservation projectsin order to sequester carbon and to mitigate
climate change; and beit further

Resolved, That the General Convention direct the Executive Council to appoint a body to
gather information from the Church Pension Group, dioceses and other sourcesin order to
create an inventory of all church-owned properties; and beit further

Resolved, That the General Convention requeststhat each Diocese consider the potential for
utilization of church-owned property for new ministries integrating the care of Creation,
particularly in situationswhere propertiesare no longer regularly utilized; and be it further
Resolved, That the body appointed by Executive Council develop model processes by which
dioceses, faith communities and institutions may collabor ate with partner agenciesto care
for creation and sequester carbon through regener ativeagriculture, biodiver sity conservation,
green burial, and habitat restoration; and beit further

Resolved, That the appointed body report back to the 80th General Convention.

Citation: Genera Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Austin, 2018 (New York: General Convention, 2018), pp. 686-687.
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Resolution Number : 2009-D031

Title: Urge Commitment to Lower Carbon Output

L egislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 76th General Convention urge President Obama and Congressional
leaders to commit the United States to a course of action, in collaboration with the other
nations of theworld, to lower the output of atmospheric carbon (measured as CO2) by 25%
by 2020 and by 80% by 2050; and be it further

Resolved, That the 76th General Convention direct the Washington Office of Government
Relations of The Episcopal Church to actively promote such action by the United States
government.

Citation: Genera Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Anaheim, 2009 (New York: General Convention, 2009), pp. 358-359.
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