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Resolution Text

Resolved, the House of concurring,

That the 80th General Convention amend Article V, Section 4 of the Constitution to read as
follows:

<Amended text as it would appear if adopted and concurred. Scroll below the line of
asterisks (******) to see the version showing all deleted and added text.>

Art.V

Sec. 4. Whenever a new Diocese is formed and erected out of an existing Diocese or out of
two or more existing Dioceses or parts of them, the formation process of the newly formed
Diocese, including the adoption of its Constitution and Canons, shall be as set forth in the
Canons.



kkkkkk

<Proposed amended resolution text showing exact changes being made:>

Resolved, That the 80th General Convention amend Article V, Section 4 of the Constitution
to read as follows:

Art.V

Sec. 4. Whenever a new Diocese is formed and erected out of an existing Diocese or out of

two or more exrst/ng D/oceses or parts of them H—shaﬂ-be—subjeet—te—the—eenetﬁuhen—and

Gemtennen—ef—the—new—&teeese the formatlon process of the newly formed D/ocese
including the adoption of its Constitution and Canons, shall be as set forth in the Canons.

And be it further

Resolved, That Canon 1.10 be amended to read as follows and voted on at the 81st General
Convention:

<Amended text as it would appear if adopted and concurred. Scroll below the line of
asterisks (******) to see the version showing all deleted and added text.>

Can.l.10

Sec. 1. Whenever a new Diocese is proposed to be formed within the limits of any Diocese,
or by the junction of two or more Dioceses, or parts of two or more Dioceses, the
Ecclesiastical Authorities and the Standing Committees of the Dioceses involved in the
proposed new diocese shall submit for approval to the Conventions of each Diocese
involved a joint agreement of union setting forth their agreements, including the manner of
determining the Bishop Diocesan and other Bishops (if any), the provisions of the
Constitution and Canons of the new Diocese, and such other matters as may be necessary
or proper. Upon approval by the Conventions of each of the involved Dioceses, the joint
agreement of union shall be submitted for ratification by the General Convention no less
than ninety days prior to the first legislative day of the next meeting of the General
Convention.

Sec. 2. Promptly after ratification by the General Convention, the Ecclesiastical Authority of
the new Diocese, as set forth in the joint agreement of union, shall call the first Convention



of the new Diocese, for the purpose of enabling it to organize, and shall fix the time and
place of holding the same, such place being within the territorial limits of the new Diocese.

Sec. 3. Whenever one Diocese is about to be divided into two Dioceses, the Convention of
such Diocese shall declare which portion or portions thereof are to be in the new Diocese,
and shall make the same known to the General Convention before the ratification of such
division.

Sec. 4. Whenever a new Diocese shall have organized in first Convention in accordance
with the provisions of the Constitution and Canons in such case made and provided, and in
the manner prescribed in the previous Sections of this Canon, and shall have chosen a
name and acceded to the Constitution of the General Convention in accordance with Article
V, Section 1 of the Constitution, and shall have laid before the Executive Council certified
copies of the Constitution adopted at its first Convention, and the proceedings preparatory
to the formation of the proposed new Diocese, such new Diocese shall thereupon be
admitted into union with the General Convention.

Sec. 5. In the event of the erection of an Area Mission into a Diocese of this Church, as
provided in Article V, Section 1 of the Constitution, the Convocation of the Area Mission
shall be entitled to elect Deputies to the succeeding General Convention, and also to elect a
Bishop. The jurisdiction previously assigned to the Bishop in the Area Mission shall be
terminated upon the admission of the new Diocese.

Sec. 6. When a Diocese and one or more other Dioceses that were formed either by
division therefrom or by erection into a Diocese or a Missionary Diocese formed by division
therefrom, shall desire to be reunited into one Diocese, the proposed reunion must be
initiated by the approval of the Conventions of the involved Dioceses of a joint agreement of
union setting forth their agreements, including the manner of determining the Bishop
Diocesan and other Bishops (if any), provisions of the Constitution and Canons of the new
Diocese, and such other matters as may be necessary or proper. If the agreement of the
Dioceses is made and the consents of their Conventions are given more than three months
before the next meeting of the General Convention, the fact of the agreement and consents
shall be certified by the Ecclesiastical Authority and the Secretary of the Convention of each
involved Diocese to all the Bishops of the Church having jurisdiction and to the Standing
Committees of all the Dioceses; and when the consents of a majority of such Bishops and
of a majority of the Standing Committees to the proposed reunion shall have been received,
the facts shall be similarly certified to the Secretary of the House of Deputies of the General
Convention, and thereupon the reunion shall be considered complete. But if the agreement
is made and the consents given within three months of the next meeting of the General
Convention, the facts shall be certified instead to the Secretary of the House of Deputies,
who shall lay them before the two Houses; and the reunion shall be deemed to be complete
when it shall have been approved by a majority vote in the House of Bishops, and in the
House of Deputies.

Sec. 7. When the union of two or more Dioceses or portions of Dioceses or the reunion of
the two or more Dioceses shall have been completed, the facts shall be certified to the

Presiding Bishop and to the Secretary of the House of Deputies. Thereupon the Presiding
Bishop shall notify the Secretary of the House of Bishops of any alteration in the status or



style of the Bishop or Bishops concerned, and the Secretary of the House of Deputies shall
strike the name of any Diocese that will cease to exist or is being renamed from the roll of
Dioceses in union with the General Convention and, if appropriate, amend the name of the
newly united Diocese on the roll of Dioceses in union with the General Convention.
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<Proposed amended resolution text showing exact changes being made:>
Can.l.10

Sec. 1. Whenever a new Diocese is proposed to be formed within the limits of any Diocese,
or by the junction of two or more Dioceses, or parts of two or more Dioceses, the
Ecclesiastical Authorities and the Standing Committees of the Dioceses involved in the
proposed new diocese shall submit for approval to the Conventions of each Diocese
involved a joint agreement of union setting forth their agreements, including the manner of
determining the Bishop Diocesan and other Bishops (if any), the provisions of the
Constitution and Canons of the new Diocese, and such other matters as may be necessary
or proper. Upon approval by the Conventions of each of the involved Dioceses, the joint
agreement of union shall be submitted for ratification by the General Convention no less
than ninety days prior to the first legislative day of the next meeting of the General
Convention.

Sec. 2. Promptly after ratification by the General Convention, the Ecclesiastical Authority of
the new Diocese, as set forth in the joint agreement of union, shall call

the Primary first Convention of the new Diocese, for the purpose of enabling it to organize,
and shall fix the time and place of holding the same, such place being within the territorial
limits of the new Diocese.

Sec. 3. Whenever one Diocese is about to be divided into two Dioceses, the Convention of
such Diocese shall declare which portion or portions thereof are is to be in the new Diocese,
and shall make the same known to the General Convention before the ratification of such
division.

Sec. 4. Whenever a new Diocese shall have organized in first Primary Convention in
accordance with the provisions of the Constitution and Canons in such case made and
provided, and in the manner prescribed in the previous Sections of this Canon, and shall
have chosen a name and acceded to the Constitution of the General Convention in
accordance with Article V, Section 1 of the Constitution, and shall have laid before the
Executive Council certified copies of the Constitution adopted at

its first Primrary Convention, and the proceedings preparatory to the formation of the
proposed new Diocese, such new Diocese shall thereupon be admitted into union with the
General Convention.

Sec. 5. In the event of the erection of an Area Mission into a Diocese of this Church, as
provided in Article V, Section 1 of the Constitution, the Convocation of the Area Mission
shall be entitled to elect Deputies to the succeeding General Convention, and also to elect a



Bishop. The jurisdiction previously assigned to the Bishop in the Area Mission shall be
terminated upon the admission of the new Diocese.

Sec. 6. When a Diocese and one or more other Dioceses that were formed either by
division therefrom or by erection into a Diocese or a Missionary Diocese formed by division
therefrom, shall desire to be reunited into one Diocese, the proposed reunion must be
initiated by the approval of the Conventions of the involved Dioceses of a joint agreement of
union setting forth their agreements, including the manner of determining the Bishop
Diocesan and other Bishops (if any), provisions of the Constitution and Canons of the new
Diocese, and such other matters as may be necessary or proper. If the agreement of the
Dioceses is made and the consents of their Conventions are given more than three months
before the next meeting of the General Convention, the fact of the agreement and consents
shall be certified by the Ecclesiastical Authority and the Secretary of the Convention of each
involved Diocese to all the Bishops of the Church having jurisdiction and to the Standing
Committees of all the Dioceses; and when the consents of a majority of such Bishops and
of a majority of the Standing Committees to the proposed reunion shall have been received,
the facts shall be similarly certified to the Secretary of the House of Deputies of the General
Convention, and thereupon the reunion shall be considered complete. But if the agreement
is made and the consents given within three months of the next meeting of the General
Convention, the facts shall be certified instead to the Secretary of the House of Deputies,
who shall lay them before the two Houses; and the reunion shall be deemed to be complete
when it shall have been approved by a majority vote in the House of Bishops, and in the
House of Deputies.

Sec. 7. When the union of two or more Dioceses or portions of Dioceses or the reunion of
the two or more Dioceses shall have been completed, the facts shall be certified to the
Presiding Bishop and to the Secretary of the House of Deputies. Thereupon the Presiding
Bishop shall notify the Secretary of the House of Bishops of any alteration in the status or
style of the Bishop or Bishops concerned, and the Secretary of the House of Deputies shall
strike the name of any Diocese that will cease to exist or is being renamed from the roll of
Dioceses in union with the General Convention and, if appropriate, amend the name of the
newly united Diocese on the roll of Dioceses in union with the General Convention.

Explanation

These amendments allow Dioceses more flexibility when planning mergers or formation of
new Dioceses from Dioceses or portions of one or more Dioceses by deferring to the
Canons for the details of the formation process. As the church gains more experience with
this process, future changes to the process can be made at one General Convention to
facilitate the formation or combination of the Dioceses rather than requiring two General
Conventions to approve a change to the Constitution.

The Article V, Section 4 changes proposed in this Resolution build on the efforts of the
Standing Commission in the prior two triennia. The intent of the changes is to build greater
flexibility into the opportunities dioceses may identify for merger, unification and such. The
structure of the revisions is to move more details into the canons, hence the proposed
amendments to Canon 1.10.



B4 | THE ARCHIVES

of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1973-2022

Resolution Number: 2022-A031

Title: Amend Article V.4 [Of Admission of New Dioceses] & Canon
.10 [Of New Dioceses)

Legidative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 80th General Convention amend ArticleV, Section 4 of the Constitution
toread asfollows:
Sec. 4. Whenever a new Diocese is formed and erected out of an existing Diocese or out of

two or more eX|st|ng Dioceses or parts of them H—shaH—be—sub]Leet—te—the—eensHteHen—and

ef—theneov—%eeaetheformatlon process of the newlyformed DIOCGSG |nclud|ng the adoptlon
of its Constltutlon and Canons, shall be as set forth |n the Canons

And beit further

Resolved, That Canon 1.10 be amended to read as follows and voted on at the 81st General
Convention:

Sec. 1. Whenever a new Diocese is proposed to be formed within the limits of any Diocese,
or by thejunction of two or more Dioceses, or partsof two or more Dioceses, the Ecclesiastical
Authorities and the Standing Committees of the Dioceses involved in the proposed new
diocese shall submit for approval to the Conventions of each Diocese involved a joint
agreement of union setting forth their agreements, including the manner of deter mining the
Bishop Diocesan and other Bishops (if any), the provisions of the Constitution and Canons
of the new Diocese, and such other matters as may be necessary or proper. Upon approval
by the Conventions of each of the involved Dioceses, the joint agreement of union shall be
submitted for ratification by the General Convention no less than ninety days prior to the
first legisative day of the next meeting of the General Convention.

Sec. 2. Promptly after ratification by the General Convention, the Ecclesiastical Authority
of the new Diocese, as set forth in the joint agreement of union, shall call the Primary first
Convention of the new Diocese, for the purpose of enabling it to organize, and shall fix the
time and place of holding the same, such place being within the territorial limits of the new
Diocese.

Sec. 3. Whenever one Diocese is about to be divided into two Dioceses, the Convention of
such Diocese shall declare which portion or portionsthereof areisto bein the new Dioceseg,
and shall make the same known to the General Convention before the ratification of such
division.

Sec. 4. Whenever a new Diocese shall have organized in first Primary—Convention in
accor dance with the provisions of the Constitution and Canons in such case made and
provided, and in the manner prescribed in the previous Sections of this Canon, and shall
have chosen aname and acceded to the Constitution of the General Convention in accor dance
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with ArticleV, Section 1 of the Constitution, and shall havelaid befor e the Executive Council
certified copies of the Constitution adopted at its first Primary Convention, and the
proceedings preparatory to the formation of the proposed new Diocese, such new Diocese
shall thereupon be admitted into union with the General Convention.

Sec. 5. In the event of the erection of an Area Mission into a Diocese of this Church, as
provided in Article V, Section 1 of the Constitution, the Convocation of the Area Mission
shall be entitled to elect Deputies to the succeeding General Convention, and also to elect a
Bishop. The jurisdiction previously assigned to the Bishop in the Area Mission shall be
terminated upon the admission of the new Diocese.

Sec. 6. When a Diocese and one or more other Dioceses that were formed either by division
therefrom or by erectioninto a Dioceseor aMissionary Dioceseformed by division therefrom,
shall desire to be reunited into one Diocese, the proposed reunion must be initiated by the
approval of the Conventions of the involved Dioceses of a joint agreement of union setting
forth their agreements, including the manner of deter mining the Bishop Diocesan and other
Bishops (if any), provisions of the Constitution and Canons of the new Diocese, and such
other matters as may be necessary or proper. If the agreement of the Dioceses is made and
the consents of their Conventions are given morethan three months befor e the next meeting
of the General Convention, the fact of the agreement and consents shall be certified by the
Ecclesiastical Authority and the Secretary of the Convention of each involved Dioceseto all
the Bishops of the Church having jurisdiction and to the Standing Committees of all the
Dioceses; and when the consents of a majority of such Bishops and of a majority of the
Standing Committees to the proposed reunion shall have been received, the facts shall be
similarly certified to the Secretary of the House of Deputies of the General Convention, and
thereupon the reunion shall be considered complete. But if the agreement is made and the
consents given within three months of the next meeting of the General Convention, thefacts
shall becertified instead to the Secretary of the House of Deputies, who shall lay them before
the two Houses; and the reunion shall be deemed to be complete when it shall have been
approved by a majority vote in the House of Bishops, and in the House of Deputies.

Sec. 7. When the union of two or more Dioceses or portions of Dioceses or thereunion of the
two or more Dioceses shall have been completed, the facts shall be certified to the Presiding
Bishop and to the Secretary of the House of Deputies. Thereupon the Presiding Bishop shall
notify the Secretary of the House of Bishops of any alteration in the status or style of the
Bishop or Bishops concerned, and the Secretary of the House of Deputies shall strike the
name of any Diocese that will ceaseto exist or isbeing renamed from theroll of Diocesesin
union with the General Convention and, if appropriate, amend the name of the newly united
Diocese on therall of Diocesesin union with the General Convention.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Baltimore, 2022 (New York: General Convention, 2023), pp. 759-761.
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B4 | THE ARCHIVES

of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1973-2022

Resolution Number: 2022-A152

Title: Amend Congtitution Article 5.1 [Admission of New
Dioceses--Second Reading]

L egislative Action Taken: Concurred

Final Text:

Resolved, That ArticleV, Section 1 isamended as follows:

Sec. 1. A new Diocese may beformed, with the consent of the General Convention and under
such conditionsasthe General Convention shall prescribe by General Canon or Canons, (1)
by thedivision of an existing Diocese; (2) by thejunction of two or more Dioceses or of parts
of two or more Dioceses; or (3) by the election into a Diocese of an unorganized area
evangelized as provided in Article V1. The proceedings shall originate in a Convocation of
the Clergy and L aity of the unorganized area called by the Eeelesiastieal-Authority Bishop
for that purpose; or, with the approval of the Ecclesiastical Authority, in the Convention of
the Diocese to be divided; or (when it is proposed to form a new Diocese by the junction of
two or more existing Dioceses or of parts of two or more Dioceses) by mutual agreement of
the Conventions of the Dioceses concer ned, with the approval of the Ecclesiastical Authority
of each Diocese. After consent of the General Convention, when a certified copy of the duly
adopted Constitution of the new Diocese, including an unqualified accession to the Constitution
and Canonsof thisChurch, shall have been filed with the Secretary of the General Convention
and approved by the Executive Council of this Church, such new Diocese shall thereupon
bein union with the General Convention.

Citation: Genera Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Baltimore, 2022 (New York: General Convention, 2023), p. 506.
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B4 | THE ARCHIVES

of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1973-2022

Resolution Number: 2018-A111

Title: Amend Article V of the Constitution [Admission of New
Dioceses--Second Reading]

L egislative Action Taken: Concurred

Final Text:

Resolved, That ArticleV of the Constitution be amended as follows:

Sec. 1. A new Diocese may be formed, with the consent of the General
Convention and under such conditions as the General Convention shall
prescribe by General Canon or Canons, (1) by the division of an existing
Diocese; (2) by thejunction of two (2) or more Dioceses or of parts of two (2)
or more Dioceses; or (3) by the erection into a Diocese of an unorganized area
evangelized as provided in Article VI. The proceedings shall originate in a
Convocation of the Clergy and Laity of the unorganized area called by the
BishoepEcclesiastical Authority for that purpose; or, with the approval of the
BtshoepEcclesiastical Authority, in the Convention of the Diocese to bedivided;
or (when it isproposed to form a new Diocese by thejunction of two or more
existing Dioceses or of parts of two or more Dioceses) by mutual agreement
of the Conventions of the Dioceses concerned, with the approval of the

B+s|=re|eEcheS|ast|caJ Authorlty of each Dloceee +n—eaee—the—Epreeepa‘te—ef—a

vaeaney—rs—f-rHed—After consent of the General Conventlon When a certlfled
copy of the duly adopted Constitution of the new Diocese, including an
unqualified accession to the Constitution and Canons of this Church, shall
have been filed with the Secretary of the General Convention and approved
by the Executive Council of this Church, such new Diocese shall thereupon be
in union with the General Convention.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Austin, 2018 (New York: General Convention, 2018), p. 1035.

Archives Research Report, 2018-A111 Page 1 of 1



B4 | THE ARCHIVES

of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1973-2022

Resolution Number : 2018-A113

Title: Refer aResolution on Amending the Constitution's Reguirement
for New Dioceses [First Reading]

L egislative Action Taken: Referred

Final Text:

Resolved, That ArticleV, Section 4 of the Constitution is hereby amended to read asfollows:

Sec. 4. Whenever a new Diocese is formed and erected out of an existing
Diocese, it shall be subject to the Constitution and Canons of the Diocese out
of which it was formed, except as local circumstances may prevent, until the
same be altered in accordance with such Constitution and Canons by the
Convention of the new Diocese.

Whenever a Dioceseisformed out of two or mor e existing Dioceses,it-shal-be

the newly formed Diocese shall become effective upon the effective date of the
union.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Austin, 2018 (New York: General Convention, 2018), p. 771.
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B4 | THE ARCHIVES

of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1973-2022
Resolution Number : 2018-A114

Title: Amend Canon 1.10 [Of New Dioceses)

L egislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention amend Canon 1.10 as follows;

Sec. 1. Whenever anew Dioceseshah-is proposed to befor med within thelimits
of any Diocese, or by thejunctlon of two (2) or more Dloceses or parts of

t-heﬁew—BmLeeese the Ecclesastlcal Authorltles and the Standlng Commlttees of
the Dioceses involved in the proposed new diocese shall submit for approval to
the Conventions of each Diocese involved a joint agreement of union setting
forth their agreements, including the manner of determining the Bishop Diocesan
and other Bishops (if any), the provisions of the Constitution and Canons of the
new Diocese, and such other matters as may be necessary or proper. Upon
approval by the Conventions of each of theinvol ved Dioceses, the joint agreement
of union shall be submitted for ratification by the General Convention no less
than ninety (90) days prior to the first legisative day of the next meeting of the
General Convention.

Sec. 2. Promptly after ratification by the General Convention, the Ecclesiastical
Authority of the new Diocese, as set forth in the joint agreement of union, shall
call the Primary Convention of the new Diocese, for the purpose of enabling it
to organize, and shall fix the time and place of holding the same, such place
bemg W|th|n theterrltorlal I|m|tsof thenew Dlocese {-Hfaset-heﬁeﬁhetﬂd-beﬁe

Sec. 3. Whenever one Diocese is about to be divided into two Dioceses, the
Convention of such Diocese shall declare which portion thereof isto bein the
new Diocese, and shall makethe sameknown to the General Convention before
the ratification of such division.

Sec. 4. Whenever a new Diocese shall have organized in Primary Convention
in accor dancewith the provisions of the Constitution and Canonsin such case
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made and provided, and in the manner prescribed in the previous Sections of
this Canon, and shall have chosen a name and acceded to the Constitution of
the General Convention in accordance with Article V, Section 1 of the
Consgtitution, and shall have laid befor e the Executive Council certified copies
of the Constitution adopted at its Primary Convention, and the proceedings
preparatory to the formation of the proposed new Diocese, such new Diocese
shall thereupon be admitted into union with the General Convention.

Sec. 5. In the event of the erection of an Area Mission into a Diocese of this
Church, as provided in Article V, See-Section 1, the Convocation of the said
Area Mission shall be entitled to elect Deputies to the succeeding General
Convention, and also to elect a Bishop. The jurisdiction previoudy assigned
to the Bishop in the Area Mission shall be terminated upon the admission of
the new Diocese.

Sec. 6 fa) When a Diocese; and anether—Bioeeseone or more other Dioceses
which-hasbeenthat were formed either by division therefrom or by erection
into a Diocese or a Missionary Diocese formed by division therefrom, shall
desireto bereunited into one Diocese, the proposed reunion must beinitiated
by the approval of the Conventions of theinvolved Dioceses of a joint agreement
of union setting forth their agreements, including the manner of determining
the Bishop Diocesan and other Bishops (if any), provisions of the Constitution
and Canons of the new Droceee and such other matters as may be necessary or

agreement of the Droceees is made and the consents of their Conventions are
given more than three months before the next meeting of the General
Convention, the fact of the agreement and consents shall be certified by the
Ecclesiastical Authority and the Secretary of the Convention of each
involvedDioceseto all the Bishopsof the Church havingjurisdiction and tothe
Standing Committees of all the Dioceses, and when the consents of a majority
of such Bishopsand of amajority of the Standing Committeesto the proposed
reunion shall have been received, the facts shall be similarly certified to the
Secretary of the House of Deputies of the General Convention, and thereupon
the reunion shall be considered complete. But if the agreement is made and
the consents given within three months of the next meeting of the General
Convention, the facts shall be certified instead to the Secretary of the House
of Deputies, who shall lay them before the two Houses; and the reunion shall
be deemed to be complete when it shall have been sanetionedapproved by a
majority votein the House of Bishops, and in the House of Deputiesvetifghy

{e} Sec. 7 When the union of two (2) or more D|oceses or portions of Dioceses
or thereunion of the two (2) or more Dioceses shall have been completed, the
factsshall becertified to the Presiding Bishop and tothe Secretary of the House
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of Deputies. Thereupon the Presiding Bishop shall notify the Secretary of the
House of Bishopsof any alteration in thestatusor styleof the Bishop or Bishops
concerned, and the Secretary of the House of Deputies shall strike the name
of thejunierany Diocese that will cease to exist or is being renamedfrom the
roll of Dioceses in union with the General Convention-and, if appropriate,
amend the name of the newly united Diocese on the roll of Dioceses in union
with the General Convention.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Austin, 2018 (New York: General Convention, 2018), pp. 1114-1116.
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THE ARCHIVES

of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1973-2022
|
Resolution Number: 2012-A102
Title: On the Topic of Amending Constitution Article V on Dioceses

Legislative Action Taken: Rejected

Text of Resolution:

[Resolved, that Canon V.4. be amended to read as follows:]

Sec. 4. Whenever a new Diocese is formed and erected out of an existing Diocese, it shall be
subject to the Constitution and Canons of the Diocese out of which it was formed, except as local
circumstances may prevent, until the-same-be-altered-in-aceordance-with-sueh-the convention of
the new diocese adopts its own Constitution and Canons by-the-Conventromrof-the new Driocese.
Whenever a Diocese is formed out of two or more existing Dioceses, it shall be subject to the
Constitution and Canons of that one of the satd-existing Dioceses to which the greater number of
Members of the Clergy shall have belonged prior to the erection of saeh-the new Diocese, except
as local circumstances may prevent, until the same-be-altered-in-accordance-with-sueh-convention

of the new Diocese adopts its own Constitution and Canons adepted-by-the-Conventronrof-thenew
Drocese.
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