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Resolution Text

Resolved, the House of Deputies amends Rule VII.E of its Rules of Order and replaces it as
follows:

<Amended text as it would appear if adopted. Scroll below the line of asterisks (******)
to see the version showing all deleted and added text.>

E. Resolution or Memorial Submission Deadlines. No resolution or memorial may be
submitted after 90 days before the first legislative day, unless:

1. Twenty deputies submit a petition to the Secretary before the first legislative day to
consider the resolution as a late resolution;

2. A legislative committee votes to submit as a late resolution by a two-thirds vote;
3.Submitted by a Diocese or Province before the first legislative day;
4. The House votes by a simple majority to accept the resolution;

5. the President of the House of Deputies proposes it;



6. it is a Resolution of privilege or courtesy;
7. it is a message from the House of Bishops; or

8. it is a special order of business.

et <Proposed amended resolution text showing exact changes being made:>

E. Resolution or Memorial Submission Deadlines. No resolution or memorial may be
submitted after 90 days before the first legislative day, unless:

1. Twenty deputies submit a petition to the Secretary before the first legislative day to
consider the resolution as a late resolution;

2. A legislative committee votes to submit as a late resolution by a two-thirds vote;
3. Submitted by a Diocese or Province before the first legislative day;

4. The House votes by a simple majority to accept the resolution;

5. the President of the House of Deputies proposes it;

6. it is a Resolution of privilege or courtesy;

7. it is a message from the House of Bishops; or

8. it is a special order of business.
Explanation

This is not a strict resolution deadline, rather it is a deadline deputy to submit resolutions
with minimal support from other deputies and introduces additional steps after the 90-day



deadline. Deputes, committees, and the House all retain their ability to consider resolutions
submitted after the earlier deadline through a variety of mechanisms. It also ensures that
resolutions that are submitted after the 90 day date have been vetted with a larger group of
people before being submitted for the committee and House to consider under a tighter
timeframe.

By encouraging resolutions to be submitted early, Legislative Committees can begin their
work before the General Convention and conduct hearings while making recommendations,
this modification ensures that resolutions are thoroughly reviewed within the committees
and stakeholders. Under the old system, with no encouragement in the rules, resolutions
could be filed and have as little as 6-8 hours of review before the hearing was conducted
and the committee voted upon the resolution. In a time-limited convention, with deputies
focused on other committees and tasks — there was minimal time to review and consider
resolutions unless you were an experienced deputy. Tracking new resolutions, existing
resolutions, committee work, floor debates, and other events is difficult.

This approach grants committees time to carefully assess each resolution and fosters a
more thoughtful and well-informed discernment process. By the ability to publish the
resolutions, promoting transparency and encouraging full participation across the wider
church in the legislative process. By making resolutions accessible to all stakeholders, we
facilitate greater engagement and input from various voices within the church, enriching the
quality of the discussions and ultimately leading to more inclusive and representative
outcomes once we arrive at Convention. It also facilitates more accurate translation.

Committees retain the ability to propose legislation both before and after the deadline.
Committees also retain the ability to adopt a substitute or a consolidated substitute—which
should be a significant focus of their work. That means that if the committee wishes to
rewrite one or multiple resolutions in their entirety, they can continue to do so after the
deadline and it avoids adding more resolutions to the system to track.
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of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1973-2022
Resolution Number : 2015-A152

Title: Adopt New Rules of Order for the House of Deputies
L egislative Action Taken: Adopted as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That pursuant to Canon 1.1.2, the House of Deputies hereby repeals its existing
Rules of Order and adopts the attached Rules of Order, which areto remain in force until
amended or repealed by the House.

PROPOSED RULES OF ORDER OF THE HOUSE OF DEPUTIES

I. TheHoly Scriptures

A. Placement of Holy Scriptures
1. ThePresident and Secretary will ensure that a copy of the Holy Scripturesis
reverently displayed at all meetings of the House of Deputies.
B. Daily Prayers
1.  Thedaily session of the House will begin with prayers.
2. ThePresident may call for prayersat other times.
3. Any Deputy may ask the President to call for prayer at other times.

Il1. General Rules

A. Duty of Deputies
1.  Deputieswill preparefor and givetheir attention to the business of the House.
2. Deputieswill attend all sessions of the House unless excused by the President.
B. Communications Devices
1. ThePresident may allow Deputies to bring cell phones, computers, and other
communication devices to the House, except as provided in these rules during
closed sessions.
2. Notalking on communications devicesis allowed while the House isin session.
3. All communications devices will be set to the silent mode.
4.  Deputieswill respect those around them as they use such devices.
C. Distribution of Printed, Digital, and Other Materials
1.  Only official reports, papers, and documents necessary for the business of the
House may be distributed to the House, except with the approval of: (i) the
President; or (ii) the House by a majority vote.
2. These rules apply to physical materials on the floor and digital materials
distributed through official legidative software or devices.
D. Quorum
1.  Totransact businessthe Constitution, Article Sec. 4, requires:
i a majority of the Dioceses entitled to representation in this House must
have at least one clerical Deputy present; and
ii. amajority of the Dioceses entitled to representation in this House must
have at least one lay Deputy present.
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E. Minutes

1.  TheMinutesof the House will be kept by the Secretary or Assistant Secretaries
and reviewed by the Committee on the Certification of Minutes.

2. TheCommitteeon the Certification of Minuteswill review, approve, and publish
thefinal Minutesfor each day beforethe start of the next day’s session.

3. TheCommittee on the Certification of Minuteswill report itsaction at the next
scheduled session.

4.  The House may require that the Minutes for any session be approved by the
House.

[11. Deputations

A. Chair of Deputation

1. At least oneyear before thefirst legislative session of the General Convention,

each Deputation will:
i designate a Chair; and
ii.  notify the Secretary of the House of Deputies of the name of the Chair.
2.  TheDeputation Chair will:
i. serve asthe primary contact for House of Deputies communications;
ii.  certify the Deputation’svotes by orders;
iii.  certify changesin the Deputation during General Convention;
iv.  perform other dutiesasdirected by the President.
B. Certification of Alternate Deputies as Deputies

1.  Alternate Deputies may not sit or vote with their Deputations, unless and until
certified by the Committee on Credentials as a substitute for a Deputy.

2.  TheCommitteeon Credentialswill certify Alternate Deputiesas Deputiesbefore
each session.

3.  Theproceduresfor certification will bethose deter mined by the Secretary of the
House of Deputies.

4.  An Alternate Deputy will serve for one or more legislative sessions as Deputy
but only until the Deputy for whom he or she substituted isableto resumetheir
seats.

5. TheCommitteeon Credentialswill hear and decide any disputeson certification
of Deputiesand will report their decision to the House.

IV. Floor Privilegesand Arrangements

A. Floor Privileges. No one will be admitted to the floor except Deputies, officers of the
House, and:
1. theTreasurer of the General Convention;
2. other personsauthorized by the President or Secretary, to assist in the conduct
of the business of the Housg;
3. other personsinvited or authorized by the President.
B. Seat and Voice. Thefollowing will have seat and voice on the floor of the House:
1. two ordained persons and two lay persons who are duly authorized
representatives of the Episcopal Church in Liberia;
member s of the Official Youth Presence;

2.
3. other personsauthorized by the Joint Rules, the Constitution, or Canons.
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C. Platform. Only officer sof theHouse of Deputies, designated member sof the Committee
on Dispatch of Business, and other per sonsauthorized or invited by the President may
be on the platform of the House.

D. Placement of Deputationsand Others. Deputationswill be seated together on thefloor
of the House in random or der, except that:

1 Deputations with members serving on the platform may be seated near the
platform;

2. Deputationsrequiringlanguageinterpretation or with other needsmay be seated
in proximity to one another; and

3.  thePresident may seat deputationsand other sasnecessary toassist in thebusiness
of the House.

E. Seating Adjacent to the Floor
1. ThePresident and the Secretary will designate a visitor’s gallery.

2. The President and Secretary may designate areas adjacent to the floor of the
House of Deputies as seating for Alternate Deputies, members of Executive
Council, and others.

F. Revocation of Floor Privileges

1.  Any person, including Deputies and officers, may be excluded for good cause
from thefloor of the House by a two-thirds vote.

2. Any motion to exclude must specify the length of time, up to the final
adjournment, that the person isexcluded from thefloor.

3. Themotion may provide that the per son discontinues serving as a member of a
committee during the person’s exclusion from the floor.

V. Officers

A. President. The President of the House of Deputies will be elected in accordance with
the Canons.
1. ThePresident will preside over all meetings of the House, unless the President
relinquishesthe Chair for atemporary period.
2. If the President relinquishesthe Chair:
i theVice-President will preside; or
ii.  if theVice-President isunable or unwilling to Preside, the President may
appoint any Deputy to preside.
3. If the President hasrelinquished the Chair, the President may resumethe Chair
at any time.
B. VicePresident. The Vice-President of the House of Deputies will be elected in
accor dance with the Canons.
1.  TheVice-President will preside over all meetings of the House in the absence of
the President.
2. If the Vice-President is presiding and wishes to relinquish the Chair, the
Vice-President may appoint any Deputy to preside.
3. If theVice-President hasrelinquished the chair to a Deputy, the Vice-President
may resumethe chair at any time.
C. Secretary and Assistant Secretaries
1. The Secretary of the House of Deputies will be elected in accordance with the
Canons.
2.  The Secretary may appoint Assistant Secretaries with the confirmation of the
House.
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D. Parliamentarian
1. The Presdent may appoint one or more Parliamentarians and
Vice-Parliamentarians to advise the President or presiding officer on
parliamentary procedure.
2. A Parliamentarian may be a member of the House or another person at the
discretion of the President.
3. TheParliamentarian may address the House or any committee of the House at
thedirection of the President or presiding officer to facilitate the business of the
House.
E. Chaplain
1.  ThePresident may appoint one or more Chaplainsto the House, who may, but
need not be, members of the House. The President will specify the duties of the
Chaplain.
F Sergeant-at-Arms
1.  ThePresident may appoint a Sergeant-at-Arms and necessary assistants.
2. The Sergeant-at-Arms and assistants may be members of the House or other
persons at the discretion of the President.
3. ThePresident will specify thedutiesof the Sergeant-at-Arms. Dutiesmay include:
i locating Chair sof legidative committeesand escorting them to theplatform;
ii.  escorting distinguished visitors and performing ceremonial duties;
iii.  maintaining order and decorum in the Housg;
iv.  ensuring only authorized persons are seated on the floor during sessions
of the House except when thereisa Joint Session of both Houses; and
V. ensuring that only authorized personsare present during Closed Sessions.

V1. Regular Session Schedule

A. Regular Order of Business
1. The regular Order of Business of each session of the House will be as follows,
unless modified by the House in the schedule adopted by the House.

i. Opening Prayer

ii.  Report of the Certification of the Minutes

iii.  Report from the Committee on Credentials

iv.  Communicationsfrom the President

V. M essages from the House of Bishops

vi. Report of the Committee on the Dispatch of Business

vii. Report on Elections

viii. Committee Reportsand L egislation

2. Order of Committee Reports. The order of legislation and Committee Reports
will be deter mined asfollows:

i. The Committee on Dispatch will adopt and publish a daily legislative
calendar the day before each legislative session.

ii.  During the time allotted for daily Committee Reports and legislation,
Resolutionswill be considered in the order on the published calendar.

iii.  Following the adjournment for the day, the Committee on Dispatch will
update the calendar for the subsequent day and modify the order of
Committee Reports and legidation as necessary to consider high priority
legidation.
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iv. ~ Once legidation is added to the Calendar, the legislation will remain on

the Calendar unlessremoved or acted upon by the House.
B.  Special Order of Business

1. Priority over regular business. If the House adopts a Special Order of Business,
it will have priority over any other item of business, including any pending
motions, reports, or Resolutions.

2. Vote. A Special Order of Business requires a two-thirds vote to be adopted or
amended.

3. Special Consideration of Business. The President at any timeno other Matter is
being considered, may present any Matter to the House for its immediate
consideration and action.

C. Consent Calendar

1.  Business placed upon the Consent Calendar. A Consent Calendar will be
maintained by the Secretary and voted upon once a day as the first legidative
order of the day.

2. Publishing the Consent Calendar.

i. The Consent Calendar must be published at least twenty-four hoursbefore
the beginning of the session at which the Consent Calendar isto be voted
upon.

ii.  TheConsent Calendar must be posted by the Secretary either:

a online, to the General Convention web site; or
b. in hard copy, at a preannounced placeand distributed tothe Deputies.

3. Placingitemson the Consent Calendar. Every Committee Reportson Resolutions
or other matterswill be placed on the Consent Calendar automatically unless:
i. the committee votes to exclude it from the Consent Calendar;

ii. itisremoved in accordance with these Rules;

iii. the Rules of Order, the Joint Rules of Order, the Canons, or the
Congtitution require a different procedure for considering the item;

iv. theitem hasbeen set by a Special Order of Business; or

v.  theitem isone of thefollowing:

a a report from the Joint Standing Committee on Program, Budget
and Finance;

b. an election;

C. a Resolution of privilege or courtesy;

d. theconfirmation of the election of the Presiding Bishop.

4.  Who may remove items from the Consent Calendar. An item may be removed
from the Consent Calendar any time before thefinal vote on the Calendar by:

i. the L egislative Committee proposing the action;

ii. theChair of the Committee on Dispatch of Business;

iii. theproposer of the Resolution or Memorial;

iv.  any threeDeputies;

v.  thePresident of the House.

5. Proceduretoremoveitemsfrom the Consent Calendar. An item may beremoved
by:

i providing noticeto the Secretary; or

ii.  announcement on thefloor of the House.

6.  Voting on the Consent Calendar. When voting on the Consent Calendar, the
House will vote on all items at once. A majority vote is required to adopt the
calendar.
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i. Affirmative Vote. A vote to adopt the Consent Calendar is a vote to take
the action recommended by the respective L egislative Committees for all
items on the Consent Calendar.

ii. A Negative Vote. If the House rejects the Consent Calendar, all items on
the Consent Calendar will be placed on the Calendar by the Committee
on Dispatch.

VI1Il. Resolutionsand Memorials

A. Resolutions. Resolutions are matters by which the House or the General Convention
speaks to a particular subject or concern, amends the Constitution or Canons, or
expressesthe mind of the House.

B. Memorials
1 Memorials are statements about matter s of great importance that urge General

Convention to take action on a particular topic.
2. Memorials are referred to a legislative committee to inform the committee's
work and deliberation.
3. A committee may propose a Resolution in responseto a Memorial.
C. Form.A Resolution or Memorial will take the form prescribed by the Secretary.
D. Proposing. A Resolution or Memorial may be proposed by:
1 a Deputy, if:

i two other Deputies endor se the Resolution or Memorial; and

ii.  the Deputy proposes no more than a total of three Resolutions and three
Memorials.

the President of the House of Deputies;

a House of Deputies L egislative Committeeg;

a Message from the House of Bishops,

a Diocese;

a Province;

a Standing Commission, Task Force, or body required to report to the General

Convention; or
8.  theExecutive Council.

E. Submission Deadline. No Resolution or Memorial may befirst submitted tothe House
after the end of the second legislative day, unlessit is.

a Resolution of privilege or courtesy;

proposed by a House of Deputies L egislative Committee;

proposed by the President of the House of Deputies,

a Message from the House of Bishops; or

voted on by the House to consider it.

NougkcwdN

grwDdNE

VIII. Legidative Committees

A. General Ruleson Legidative Committees
1. Appointment and Creation
i Nolater than 90 daysbeforethefir st legidative day of General Convention,
thePresident will appoint L egidative Committeesfor thework of theHouse
of Deputies at General Convention.
ii.  TheLegidative Committeesmay includethefollowing and any other sthat
the President designates:
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Rulesof Order. Reviewsand proposes Resolutionsto revisetherules
that govern the House.

Congtitution & Canons. Receives and proposes Resolutions that
propose amendmentsto the Constitution or Canons.

Governance & Structure. Receives and proposes Resolutions that
address the governance and structure of the Church including
General Convention, Executive Council, and the Anglican
Communion.

World Mission. Receives and proposes Resolutions on mission
personnel, world mission strategy, and covenant relationships with
other Anglican Provincesor bodies.

Social Justice & International Policy. Receives and proposes
Resolutionson social justiceissuesin the Church’sextra-USdioceses
and theinternational peaceand justicework of the Church, including
engagement with the Anglican Communion.

Social Justice & United States Policy. Receives and proposes
Resolutionson social justiceissuesfacing the United States, including
itsinternational engagement.

Congregational Vitality. Receives and proposes Resolutions on the
health, development, and redevelopment of congregations and faith
communities including church planting, college and university
communities, and new and non-traditional contexts.

Evangelism & Communications. Receives and proposes Resolutions
on evangelism within the Church’s jurisdictions, receives and
proposes Resolutions on communication strategies and technologies
to strengthen the Church’s communication of the Gospel and
opportunitiesfor infor mation management and exchangewithin the
Church.

Prayer Book, Liturgy & Music. Receives and proposes Resolutions
on the Book of Common Prayer, liturgy, and music of this Church.

Formation & Education for Ministry. Receives and proposes
Resolutionson Christian formation and education for all the baptized,
and all mattersrelated to ordained ministry.

Church Pension Fund. Receives and proposes Resolutions on the
purpose, scope, structure, and work of the Church Pension Fund
including, but not limited to, pensions, disability, health insurance,
other insurance and productsfor lay and ordained employees of the
Church, insurance for Church institutions, and publishing.

Stewar dship & Development. Receivesand proposes Resolutionson
stewar dship, stewardship education, development, and planned
giving.

Ecumenical & Interreligious Relations. Receives and proposes
Resolutions on relations between the Church and other Churches,
the Church and other religions, interchurch cooperation and unity,
and interreligious dialogue and action.

Environmental Stewardship & Care of Creation. Receives and
proposes Resolutions on environmental stewar dship and the care of
creation.

Archives Research Report, 2015-A152

Page 7 of 19



0.  Confirmation of the Presiding Bishop. Receivesthe Report from the
House of Bishops regar ding the election of a Presiding Bishop, and
recommends action regar ding confirmation.

iii. Special Legidative Committees. The President will appoint the following
Special L egislative Commit-
teesfor thework of the House of Deputies at General Convention no later
than 90 days before thefir st legidative day of General Convention. These
committees are not required to hold hearings under these Rules before
taking any action.

a Dispatch of Business. Proposestheagendafor the House, deter mines
the Calendar of the Day, proposes Special Orders of Business, and
schedules elections.

b. Certification of Minutes. Reviews the Minutes of the previous
legislative day, correctsthe Minutesand reportson their completion
tothe House.

C. Privilege & Courtesy. Receives and proposes Resolutions that
commend individualsor organizationsand proposes Resolutionsthat
expressthe House' s appreciation for groupsor persons.

d. Credentials. RegistersDeputiesand reportson the number of voting
membersin the House of Deputies at each session and actsastellers
for elections.

2. Member ship and Composition

i. The President will determine the size of each L egislative Committee and
appoint the members.

ii.  All membersof Legislative Committees must be Deputies.

iii. ThePresident isamember of all Legislative Committees, ex officio.

iv. ~ The President will seek to balance the committee members across the
provinces of the Church, wherefeasible.

3. Committee Officersand Assistants

i ThePresident will appoint the Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary, and any other
officer s deemed necessary, of each L egidative Committee.

ii.  ThePresident must appoint theofficersof L egislative Committeesno later
than 90 days beforethefirst legidative day of General Convention.

iii. The President may appoint Legislative Aides to assist Legidative
Committees in the conduct of business prior to and during General
Convention.

4. Publication of Committee Appointments

i The Secretary of the House of Deputies will make the information about
L egislative Committees known to the Church.

5. Role and Authority of L egislative Committees. Each L egislative Committee will
have the following roles and responsibilities:

i Consider Resolutions, Memorials, and other matters referred to it for
action or information.

ii.  ProposeResolutionson subjectsthat havenot beenreferred toit for action
but which are within the scope of the description of their responsibilities
in RuleVIII.A.Lii or asassigned by the President.

iii. Hold hearings.

iv.  Preparereportsand recommend actions on Resolutions, Memorials, and
other mattersreferred to it.

Archives Research Report, 2015-A152 Page 8 of 19



6. Committee Meetings

Vi.

Vii.

viii.

X.

The Secretary of theHousewill arrangea meeting spacefor each L egidative
Committee.

Themeetinglocation for each L egislative Committeewill bemadeavailable
to the House and the public by the Secretary of the House.

The President may direct any Legidative Committee to convene and
consider mattersreferred toit prior tothetimeset for legislative committee
meetings at the General Convention site by the Joint Standing Committee
on Planning and Arrangements. Such meetingsmay beheld electronically
in away that all memberscan hear all other members.

A meeting may be called by the Chair or by a majority of the members.
In accordance with Canon V.3.2 a quorum will be a majority of all the
members.

L egidative Committees may, but are not required to, meet with a parallel
House of Bishops L egislative Committee assigned to consider the same
matter or matters. The House of Deputies L egislative Committee must
always vote separ ately on the final action on any matter referred toit.
Only members of the L egislative Committee may speak during meetings,
unlessthe Chair invites other personsto speak.

All meetings of L egislative Committees will be open to the public unless
the Committee votes to hold a closed meeting.

A Legisative Committeemay hold a closed meeting upon atwo-thirdsvote
of the member s present. Any motion to enter a closed session must specify
the topic to be discussed. No final action on a matter referred to the
Committee may betaken during a closed meeting.

Before entering a closed session to discuss a Resolution, the Committee
must first hold a public hearing on the Resolution.

7. The Secretary of the Legidative Committee will keep (or cause to be kept) a
record of:

iv.

time and place of each meeting;

attendance of Committee members at each meeting;

Resolutions and other matters considered at each meeting and all actions
taken on them; and

all other motions and actions of the Committee.

8. TheSecretary of theL egidative Committeewill filetherecord of each L egidative
Committeemeetingwith the Secretary of theHouse. Therecord will bedelivered
by the deadline set by the Secretary of the House.

B. Legidative Committee Hearings

1. HearingsRequired

L egidative Committeesmust hold ahearing on every Resolution, Memorial,
and other matter referred to them for action or proposed by them before
taking final action.

L egislative Committees should try to schedule all Resolutions, Memorials,
or other matterson the same subject for hearing at the sametime.
Hearings may be held by L egislative Committees as early as two (2) days
before thefirst legislative day of General Convention.

2. Notice of Hearings

Two Days before the First Legisative Day. For hearings to be held two
daysprior tothefirst legislative day of General Convention, a L egidative
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Committee will deliver a Notice of Hearing to the Secretary of the House
of Deputies at least seven (7) days before the hearing. Upon receipt the
Noticeof Hearingwill beposted by the Secretary on the General Convention
website.

ii.  During General Convention and OneDay beforetheFirst L egislative Day.

For hearings to be during or not more than one day before the first
legislativeday of General Convention, aL egislative Committeewill deliver
the Notice of Hearing to the Secretary of the House of Deputies so that it
can be posted by the Secretary on the General Convention website at least
eight (8) hours before the hearing. For hearings scheduled before 10:00
a.m., the Notice of Hearing must be posted by the Secretary by 6:00 p.m.
of the day before the hearing.

iii. TheSecretary of theHouse of Deputieswill specify the form for the Notice
of Hearing.

3.  Testimony at Hearings

i Any person may testify at a hearing beforethe L egislative Committee.

ii.  All persons who wish to testify at a hearing before the Legidative
Committee must register by signing a witness sheet.

iii. Persons testifying must identify themselves by name, status (Deputy,
Bishop, Alternate, or Visitor), Diocese, organization represented, if any,
and the Resolution or matter on which they wish to testify.

iv.  TheChair may limit thenumber of per sonswho may testify, set timelimits,
alternate pro and con, give preference to Deputies or other groups of
per sons and otherwise regulate the hearing.

4. Record of Hearings

i. The Secretary of the L egislative Committeewill keep (or causeto be kept)

arecord of the:

a  timeand place of each hearing;

b.  attendance of Committee membersat each hearing;

C. Resolutions and other matters considered at each hearing; and

d name and identifying information of each person testifying before
the L egislative Committee and the Resolution or matter upon which
each spoke.

ii.  The Secretary of the Legislative Committee will file the record of each
L egidative Committee hearing with the Secretary of the House at the
conclusion of each hearing.

C. Legidative Committee Reports
1.  Each Legidative Committee must takefinal action on every Resolution and other
matter referred to it for action to recommend that the House takes one of the
following actions:

i. adopt as proposed;

ii.  adopt asamended by the Committee; all amendmentsmade by a Committee
will apply automatically to the Resolution and the matter beforetheHouse
when the Resolution is considered will be the Resolution as amended by
the Committee;

iii. adopt asubstitute Resolution:

a A subgitute Resolution must be on the samesubject asthe Resolution
referred to the L egislative Committee for action.
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Vi.

Vii.

viii.

iX.

b. A substitute Resolution may only cover one Resolution referred to
the L egislative Committee for action.

C. If the House declines to adopt a substitute, the original Resolution
will be automatically referred back to the Committee for additional
consideration.

adopt a consolidated substitute Resolution:

a A consolidated substitute Resolution must be on the same subject as
the Resolutionsreferred to the L egislative Committee for action.

b. Itsreport on thefinal action on that Resolution must identify all the
other Resolutionsthe substituteisintended to cover.

c. A vote by the Legislative Committee to recommend adoption of a
consolidated substitute Resolution will be an automatic
recommendation to take no further action on all other Resolutions
the consolidated substitute Resolution isintended to cover.

d. If the House declines to adopt a consolidated substitute Resolution,
the original Resolutions will be automatically referred back to the
Committee for additional consideration.

reject;

refer toaspecified Standing Commission, Gener al Convention Task Force,

Executive Council or other body of the Church for study, action, or to

make recommendations on the subject to the next General Convention;

take no further action because:

a  the matter has already been dealt with by action of the House of
Deputies at this meeting of General Convention;

b. thematter iscovered by aResolution of aprior General Convention;

c.  for other reasons.

If the Resolution or matter has been acted on by the House of Bishops:

a concur with the action of the House of Bishops;

b. concur as proposed to be amended by the House of Deputies
L egislative Committeg;

C. concur with substitute as proposed by the House of Deputies
L egislative Committeg;

d. not concur and take a different action;

e.  not concur.

A House of Bishops M essageto dischargewill betreated astakeno further

action.

2. Minority Report

If there is a minority position on a final action on a Resolution or other
matter and the minority requeststo make a minority report to the House,
the Chair will include the minority report in the L egislative Committee's
report on thefinal action on the Resolution or other matter.

A minority position consists of at least one-quarter (1/4) of the members
of the Legisative Committee present and voting on the Resolution,
Memorial, or other matter.

I X. Other Committees

A. General Ruleson Other Committees
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1.  Appointment and Creation
i ThePresident may designate other Committeesfor thework of the House
of Deputies at General Convention no later than 90 days before the first
legislative day of General Convention except that Conference Committees
will be appointed during General Convention as needed.
ii. The Committees may include the following and any others that the
President designates:
a Resolution Review
1. TheResolution Review Committee will review all Resolutions
submitted prior to General Convention toreview that they are
consistent with the polity of this Church, that they arein the
form required by the Canons, and to assesswhether they have
funding implications.
2.  The Committee will prepare an advisory report on each
Resolution and provide it to the chair of the Legidative
Committee to which the Resolution isreferred for action. The
Committee will continue the review process while General
Convention isin session.
3. TheCommittee may draft or redraft any matter in the proper
language upon request by the President, a Legidative
Committee, a Deputy, or the House.
2. Member ship and Composition
i. ThePresident will deter minethesize of each other Committeeand appoint
the members.
ii. Membersof other Committees need not be Deputies.
iii.  ThePresident isamember of all other Committees, ex officio.
3. Committee Officers
i ThePresident will appoint the Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary, and any other
officer s deemed necessary, of each other Committee.
ii.  The Secretary of the House of Deputies will make the information about
other Committees known to the Church.
B. Committee Meetings
1. The Secretary of the House of Deputies will arrange a meeting space for each
Committee.
C. Conference Committees
1.  Creation. A Conference Committee will be created:
a by avote by the Houseto refer legislation passed by the House of Bishops
to a Conference Committee; or
b. when the House of Bishops has concurred, with amendment, on the
legislation already acted on by the House, and the House does not concur
with the House of Bishops amendment.
2. Appointment. The President will appoint a Chair and all members of a
Conference Committee from the House of Deputies.
3. Final Action. When a Committee of Conference hasbeen for med, thefinal action
upon the matter under consideration will be deferred until the Conference
Committee hasreported to thisHouse.

X. Special Committees
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A. ThePresident may designate Special Committeesfor thework of the House of Deputies
at or between sessions of the General Convention.
B. Membership and Composition
1.  ThePresident will deter minethe size of each Special Committee and appoint the
members.
2. Membersof Special Committees need not be Deputies.
3. ThePresident will be a member of all Special Committees, ex officio.
C. Committee Officers
1.  The President will appoint the Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary, and any other
officers deemed necessary, of each Special Committee.
2. TheSecretary of the House of Deputieswill make the infor mation about Special
Committees known to the Church.

XI. Sessions of the House

A. Legisative Sessions
1 Purpose. A Legidative Session isaregular session of the House of Deputieswhere
the House consider s Resolutions, hears reports from committees, and provides
Deputies an opportunity to debate.
B. Special Order Sessions
1 Purpose. A Special Order Session is a session set by the House to consider a
particular Resolution or other matter under special rules for deliberation and
debate. Sessions can be used to consider important or strategic mattersin an
informal manner for conversation and connection.
2. How brought. A Special Order Session may be scheduled by a two-thirds vote
of the House.
C. Closed Sessions
1 Purpose. A closed session of the House has limited attendance and is used to
discuss sensitive or pastoral matters. No action may be taken by the Housein a
closed session.
2. How brought. The Deputiesmay voteto enter aclosed session by amajority vote.
3. Who may attend. Only the following may attend a closed session:
i. Deputies;
i. Officers of the House of Deputies;
iii.  personsgiven seat on the floor of the House;
iv.  other personsauthorized by the Housg;
V. other personsauthorized by the President.
4, Special Rulesregarding Closed Sessions
i. Minuteswill bekept by the Secretary for all Closed Sessions. Minutestaken
during an closed session may only be reviewed and revealed in a closed
session.
ii.  Personal electronic devices may not be used to communicate or record
during a closed session.
iii.  Members are honor bound to keep the proceedings of a closed session
confidential.

XI1. Debate

A. Deputies may debate.
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1.  Any Deputy or person given seat and voice on the floor of the House may
participatein debate, unlessa Rule of the House specifies otherwise.

2. Any Deputy or person participating in debate will provide their name and the
Diocese they represent.

B. Definitions

1 Debate. Debates are an opportunity for Deputiesto engagein discussion on any
matter.

2. Matter. A matter includes any Resolution, Memorial, motion, message from the
House of Bishops, or Committeereport, that ispresented to the Houseto consider
and act upon.

C. Deputiesmay engagein debate on any matter except when:

1.  debate hasbeen ended by a vote of the House;

2.  debateisnot allowed dueto a Rule of the House, a Joint Rule, a Canon, or the
Constitution.

D. TimeLimits

1.  Atotal of 30 minutesisthe maximum time allowed to debate on:
i any matter; and
ii.  all motionsrelated to that matter.

2.  If apersonrisesto speak during thefirst six minutes of debate on a matter, no
member may movethefollowing unlessno per son seeksto debate on the matter:
i. amend the motion or Resolution;

ii.  moveasubstitute;
iii. end debate.
3. During a debate on any motion or other matter, a member may:
i speak up to two (2) minutes, or up to four (4) minutes if trandation is
required, after being recognized by the Chair;
ii.  speak twice.
4. Debate will end following:
i. a successful vote to end debate;
ii. theend of thetime allowed for debate by a Ruleor Special Order; or
iii. by ruling of the President if:
a at least three Deputieshave spoken in favor of thematter and no one
risesto speak against it; or
b. at least three Deputies have spoken against the matter and no one
risesto speak in favor of it; or
C. no onerisesto speak on the matter.

XIIl. Motions

A. How Made

1 Motions may be made by any Deputy or other person authorized to make a
motion by the Rules of the House.

2. A Deputy wishing to make a motion must:
i. provide their name and the Diocese they represent;
ii.  acknowledge his or her intent to make a motion in any queuing system;

and

iii.  berecognized by the President or presiding officer.
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B. Typesof Motion. Any Deputy may make one of the following motions and no other
motions may be made on the floor of the House, except as otherwise provided by these
Rules.

1 Motionsthat affect the general business of the House.
i Adjourn or Recess:
a isused to end (adjourn) a session or take a short recess;
b. has the following char acteristics:
1. nodebateisallowed;
2. noamendments may be made;
3. amajority voteisrequired.
ii.  Adjourn and reconvene at a specific time:
a isused to end a session and set a time to reconvene;
b. has the following char acteristics:
1. debateisonly allowed on thetime;
2. amendmentsareonly allowed on thetime.
iii.  Appeal theruling of the President or presiding officer:

a is used to appeal any decision of the President or presiding officer
on any question of procedure;

b. has the following char acteristics:

1. debateisallowed;

2. amendmentsarenot allowed;

3.  amajority voteisrequired;

4.  must bemadeimmediately after the Presiding Officer’sruling.
iv.  ToCreatea Special Order of Businessor Changethe Order of Business:

a isused to create a Special Order of Businessthat isnot included in
the Convention schedule or change an existing Order of Business. It
may alsoinclude special rulesto govern how theorder istobecarried
out.

b. Hasthefollowing characteristics:

1. amendmentsare allowed;

2.  debateisallowed,;

3. atwo-thirdsvoteisrequired.
v.  To Suspend theRules:

a is used to suspend or modify the Rules of the House that interfere
with a particular goal of the House;

b. has the following char acteristics:

1. amendmentsare allowed;
2.  debateisallowed,;
3. atwo-thirdsvoteisrequired.
2. Motionsthat affect debate on a Resolution or other matter.
i. End Debate and Vote Immediately:

a  isused to end the debate on a motion, Resolution, report, or other
action item and force a vote. It is also sometimes known as “ moving
the previous question.”

b. has the following char acteristics:

1.  affectsonly the matter being debated;
2. nodebateisallowed;
3. atwo-thirdsmajority voteisrequired.
ii.  Postpone Debating a Motion or Resolution until a Specific Time:

Archives Research Report, 2015-A152 Page 15 of 19



a isused to postpone debating and considering a motion or Resolution
until acertain time, after acertain timehaselapsed, or after an event
hasoccurred. It cannot beused to postponeaction until after General
Convention has adjourned.

b. has the following char acteristics:

1. debateisallowed;

2. amendmentsare allowed;

3. amajority voteisrequired.

iii. ToRecall from a Committee:

a is used to bring something out of a legidative committee and
immediately to thefloor of the House;

b. has the following characteristics:

1. may not be brought until the fourth legidative day;

2.  debateisallowed,;

3. noamendmentsare allowed;

4.  atwo-thirdsvoteisrequired.

3. Motionsthat affect what is done with a matter.
i To Refer Back to the Originating Committee, a Different Committee, a

Standing Commission, or Other Body:

a isused torefer amatter to alegislative committee or group to study
the matter and report back suggested amendmentsor actions;

b. has the following char acteristics:

1.  may bedebated;

2. may beamended asto the body referred;

3.  amajority voteisrequired.

ii. TakeNo Further Action:

a isused to stop considering a particular Resolution or Memorial and
remove it from further consideration at the current meeting of the
House;

b. has the following char acteristics:

1. debateisallowed;

2. noamendments are allowed,;

3.  amajority voteisrequired.

iii.  ToAmend or Substitute:

a is used to modify or change a Resolution or motion. This would
include a technical change or a substantive change that would alter
the meaning or the intent of a Resolution or motion. Amendments
must berelated totheitem in the Resolution or motion that they are
trying to change.

b. Secondary Amendments are:

1.  proposed changesto an amendment. Secondary Amendments
must relate to the specific subject of an amendment and may
not be used to alter other parts of a Resolution or parts not
affected by an amendment.

C. has the following char acteristics:

1. debateisallowed;

2. only Secondary Amendments are allowed:;

3. amajority voteisrequired.

iv.  ToDividetheMatter:
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a isused to dividea Matter or Resolution into separate partsand vote
separately. If the Matter is easily divisible into separate subjects, it
may be divided by the Chair at a request of a member.

b. processto usethis matter:

1. first maketherequest todividethequestion and explain where
the question should be divided,;

2. thePresident then ruleson whether the question isdivisible or
not;

3. if the question is divisible, the House proceeds to debate and
act on the divided parts of the question;

4, If the President rulesthe question is not divisible, any Deputy
may appeal the ruling.

V. To Reconsider Something Previously Acted Upon:

a.  isused toreconsider a Matter which was previously voted upon by
the House at the current meeting of the General Convention;

b. has the following char acteristics:

any Deputy may moveto reconsider a Matter;

no amendments are allowed:;

debateisallowed if theMatter being reconsidered isdebatable;
amajority voteisrequired;

a Matter may only bereconsidered once;

if the motion for reconsideration is adopted, the Resolution is
restored towhereit wasimmediately beforethepreviousaction
being reconsidered was taken by the House.

o~ wWNPE

X1V. Voting

A. Every Deputy must vote when a matter is put to a vote.
B. ThePresident may excuse a Deputy from voting on a matter, if:
1.  theDeputy hasa conflict of interest; or
2. for other good cause.
C. Votenecessary to adopt a matter. The amount of votes necessary to pass a Resolution
or other matter is:
1 amajority vote consists of morethan half of the votes;
2. atwo-thirds vote consists of at least two-thirds of the votes;
3. a majority Vote by Orders consists of a more than half of the lay deputations
and morethan half of the clergy deputations.
D. Countingthevotes. Theamount necessary to passa matter will bedeter mined by those
present and voting.
E. Voteby Ordersunder Art. 1 Sec. 5 of the Constitution.
1 Procedure:
i. Vote by Orderswill be taken on any matter at the request of the clerical
or lay deputations of at least three separate dioceses or asrequired by the
Constitution or Canons,
ii.  thevote of each order, Clerical and Lay, will be counted separately and
each order in each Diocese will have one vote;
iii. tocarryintheaffirmative any question being voted on by ordersrequires
concurrencein the affirmative by both orders;
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iv.  concurrence in the affirmative by an order requires the affirmative vote
in that order by a majority of the Dioceses present in that order unless a
greater voteisrequired by the Constitution or by the Canons;

V. an affirmative vote of a Clerical or Lay order requires a majority of the
Deputies present in that order in that Diocese.

2. No vote. A no vote (i.e, not in the affirmative) occurs when the majority of a
Clerical or aLay deputation’svoteisagainst a matter or istied.

3. Two-thirdsvote. If a motion under the Rules requires a two-thirds vote, and a
Vote by Ordersisduly called, the motion will passif thereisan affirmative vote
in each order of two-thirds of the Dioceses.

4.  Counting. The count on a Vote by Orders will be by either electronic and/or
written meansas required by the President or presiding officer.

5. Publishing theresults. Theresultsof all Votesby Orderswill be posted promptly
in a manner that isreadily accessible to the House and the public and includes
how each order in each diocese voted.

6.  Polling. The vote of the individual Deputies of a Diocese must be stated and
recor ded when requested by a member of the Deputation.

XV. Elections

A. Nominations

1 Nominationsby any two Deputiesar e per mitted before any election by the House.

2. Each nomination issubmitted in writing, in aform adopted by the Joint Standing
Committee on Nominations, to the Secretary, no later than thethird legidative
day.

3. There are no nominating speeches for any office or position, except for the
President and Vice-President of the House.

B. Voting Requirements

1.  All dectionswill beby individual secret ballot, paper or electronic, except where
there are no more nominees than open seats, in which case the vote may be by
voice.

2. A majority voteisrequired to elect.

C. Balloting Procedures

1. In all electionsin which there are eight or fewer nominees, after the third ballot
there will be only two more nominees than the number of vacanciesto be filled
on the ballot. After the fifth ballot only one more nominee than the number of
vacanciesto befilled will be on the ballot.

2. In all electionsin which therearemorethan eight nominees, after thethird ballot
therewill be only four more nomineesthan the number of vacanciesto befilled
on the ballot.

3.  After thefifth ballot there will be only one more nominee than the number of
vacanciesto befilled on the ballot.

XVI. Confirmation of the Election of a Presiding Bishop

A. When the President receives the name of the bishop elected by the House of Bishops
to serve as Presiding Bishop, the President will refer the name to the Legidative
Committee on the Confirmation of the Presiding Bishop.
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F.

G.

The Legidative Committee on the Confirmation of the Presiding Bishop will make a
recommendation to the House on whether to confirm or not to confirm the choice of
the House of Bishops.

The House may choose to receive the Committee’s report to the House in a closed
session.

If the House choosesto receive the report in a closed session, the House may continue
in a closed session for the purpose of debate.

Following theend of debate, the Housewill move out of a closed session. The Committee
will repeat its recommendation and the House will immediately vote on the
recommendation.

The House will vote by individual secret ballot, paper or electronic, unless a Vote by
Ordersisrequested.

A majority voteisrequired to confirm.

XVII. Parliamentary Authority

A.

The latest edition of Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised will govern the
interpretation of these Rules and Procedures to the extent that Roberts is not
inconsistent with these Rules.

The Constitution, Canons, Joint Rules, and Rules of this House take precedence when
thereisa conflict with Robert’s Rules of Order.

XVII1. Supremacy and In Force Clause

A.

B.

These Rules are subordinateto the Constitution, Canons, and Joint Rules of Order of
the General Convention.

These Rulesremain in force at each meeting until amended, revoked, or replaced by
the House.

XIX. Amendmentsto the Rules of Order

A.

B.

C.

The House may amend these Rules at any time by a two-thirds vote of the members
present.

The L egislative Committee on Rules of Order will consider all proposed amendments
to the Rules and make recommendationsto the House.

All amendments to these Rules take effect immediately unless expressly provided
otherwise.

Citation: Genera Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
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