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RESOLUTION TEXT

1

Resolved, the House of _______ concurring, That Canon III.12.7 be amended as follows:

2

Sec. 7. Release and Removal from the Ordained Ministry of this Church

3

(a) If any Bishop of The Episcopal Church shall express, in writing, to the Presiding Bishop, an
intention to be released and removed from the ordained Ministry of this Church and from the
obligations attendant thereto, including those promises made at Ordination in the Declaration
required by Article VIII of the Constitution of the General Convention, it shall be the duty of the
Presiding Bishop to record the matter. The Presiding Bishop, being satisfied that the person so
declaring is acting voluntarily and for causes, which do not affect the person’s moral character,
and is neither the subject of information concerning an Offense that has been referred to an
Intake Officer nor a Respondent in a pending disciplinary matter as defined in Title IV of these
Canons, shall lay the matter before the Advisory Council to the Presiding Bishop, and with the
advice and consent of a majority of the members of the Advisory Council, the Presiding Bishop
may pronounce that person is released and removed from the ordained Ministry of this Church
and from the obligations attendant thereto, and is deprived of the right to exercise in The
Episcopal Church the gifts and spiritual authority as a Minister of God’s Word and Sacraments
conferred in Ordinations. The Presiding Bishop shall also declare in pronouncing and recording
such action that it was for causes which do not affect the person’s moral character, and shall, at
the person’s request, give a certificate to this effect to the person so released and removed from
the ordained Ministry.

4

(b) If a Bishop submitting the writing described in Section 7(a) of this Canon be the subject of
information concerning an Offense that has been referred to an Intake Officer or a Respondent in
a pending disciplinary matter as defined in Title IV of these Canons, the Presiding Bishop shall
not consider or act upon the written request unless and until the disciplinary matter shall have
been resolved by a dismissal, Accord, or Order and the time for appeal or rescission of such has
expired.

5

(c) In the case of the release and removal of a Bishop from the ordained Ministry of the Church as
provided in this Canon, a declaration of removal and release and removal shall be pronounced by
the Presiding Bishop in the presence of two (2) or more Bishops, and shall be entered in the
official records of the House of Bishops and of the Diocese in which the Bishop being removed
and released is canonically resident. The Presiding Bishop shall give notice thereof in writing to
the Secretary of the Convention and the Ecclesiastical Authority and the Standing Committee of
the Diocese in which the Bishop was canonically resident, to all Bishops of this Church, the
Ecclesiastical Authority of each Diocese of this Church, the Recorder, the Secretary of the House
of Bishops, the Secretary of the General Convention, The Church Pension Fund, and the Board
for Transition Ministry.

EXPLANATION

There is a misplaced comma in Sec. 7(a) which needs to be deleted as it is redundant. In Sec. 7(c) the
order of “removal and release” has been adjusted to “release and removal: to reflect the wording in the
rest of the Canons.

