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RESOLUTION TEXT

1

Resolved, the House of _______ concurring, That the 79th General Convention of The
Episcopal Church acknowledge the specific vulnerabilities and needs of immigrant women,
parents and children in the current immigration crisis, both in the United States and globally;
and be it further

2

Resolved, That this Convention acknowledge that the U.S. government’s intensification of and
implementation of punitive immigration policies and practices, such as the detention and
separation of children from parents and the practice of housing children in military bases, is
inhumane and unjust, and only serves to traumatize the vulnerable, especially women and
children; and be it further

3

Resolved, That The Episcopal Church decry and call for a halt to the implementation and
intensification of inhumane and unjust immigration policies and practices such as detaining and
separating children from parents; ignoring the reproductive health needs of women and girls in
detention centers and converting military bases to immigration detention centers for children,
and be it further

4

Resolved, That this Convention direct the Office of Government Relations and urge all
Episcopalians to advocate for our governments to address the specific needs of women and
children migrants and others with special vulnerabilities, by:
▪ Keeping babies and children together with their parents and other responsible family members, and
releasing families from immigration detention as a priority policy;
▪ Providing access to physical and mental health care to all in immigration detention, including to the full
range of reproductive health care and sanitary products for women and girls;
▪ Ensuring the safety of all immigrants from sexual harassment, exploitation, and sex and labor trafficking,
including women, children, youth, and elders; people with disabilities; and lesbian, gay, transgender and
gender non-conforming persons;
▪ Deprioritizing immigration enforcement when deportation would mean parental separation from children
and loss of needed family income, with exceptions for those with violent felony convictions;
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▪ Preventing the release of immigration information from local law enforcement to ICE, except in cases of
violent crime, so that people, including women, are not afraid to call local police to report domestic
violence and other criminal activity, for fear of themselves or other family members being deported; and be
it further
5 Resolved, That this Convention urge Episcopalians and Episcopal Church-related agencies and
organizations to support ministries in states that provide vulnerable migrants with basic needs,
legal support, and advocacy.

EXPLANATION

No explanation.

Printed: Tuesday, June 26, 2018 at 03:03 PM EDT.

Page 2 of 2

1976-2015

Resolution Number:

2015-D033

Title:

Support Human Rights and Refugee Relief in Central America

Legislative Action Taken:

Concurred as Amended

Final Text:
Resolved, That the 78th General Convention acknowledge the continued violence against
and displacement of citizens in Central America’s Northern Triangle (Honduras, Guatemala,
and El Salvador), perpetrated by armed state and non-state actors, and calls upon The
Church and regional governments to affirm and support the work of civil society and
international organizations as they address the needs of the displaced in their countries of
origin; and be it further
Resolved, That The Episcopal Church support the efforts of civil society groups and regional
bodies, especially the work of our sister Anglican province La Iglesia de la Region Central
de America (IARCA), the Diocese of Honduras, and human rights organizations, which seek
to address the root causes of violence and engage in advocacy and dialogue with their
governments to serve the needs of and create safe spaces for internally displaced persons
and refugees; and be it further
Resolved, That in solidarity with IARCA’s work to push for accountability by the governments
of their region, The Episcopal Church advocate for the United States government to play a
positive role, to strengthen legal institutions through financial support, and to encourage the
governments of Central America and Mexico to acknowledge and uphold the legal rights of
the displaced, asylum seekers, and victims of crimes perpetrated by armed groups and/or
state actors; and be it further
Resolved, That The Episcopal Church acknowledge the regional nature of this migration and
call for a robust, holistic, regional humanitarian response from the United States government
and its allies that addresses the root causes of violence (including the deportation policies of
the US government, arms trafficking, and drug consumption in the United States), in the
region; and be it further
Resolved, That The Episcopal Church affirm the universal right to seek asylum; and be it
further
Resolved, That The Episcopal Church advocate for increased access to and funding for legal
orientation programs and legal representation for Central American refugees and asylum
seekers and that congregations engage in community efforts to provide pro bono legal services
to refugees and asylum seekers in need of representation; and be it further
Resolved, That The Episcopal Church call for an immediate end to the inhumane practice
of detention of women who arrive in the United States with minor children (“family
detention”) as a response to this refugee crisis; and be it further
Resolved, That The Episcopal Church call for the immediate release of detained asylum
seekers (particularly those who are LGBT, indigenous persons unable to communicate in
English or Spanish, and persons who have disabilities or life-threatening illnesses).
Citation:

General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Salt Lake City, 2015 (New York: General Convention, 2015), pp. 922-923.
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1976-2015

Resolution Number:

2015-D057

Title:

Recommit to Giving Sanctuary to Immigrants

Legislative Action Taken:

Concurred as Amended

Final Text:
Resolved, That the 78th General Convention recommit to the spirit of the New Sanctuary
Movement by supporting congregations so they can assist immigrant individuals,
unaccompanied minors, families, and communities by being centers of information, services
and accompaniment, and by supporting families facing separation in the absence of
comprehensive, humane immigration reform.
Citation:

General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Salt Lake City, 2015 (New York: General Convention, 2015), p. 407.

Archives Research Report, 2015-D057
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1976-2015

Resolution Number:

2012-D059

Title:

Halt Unjust Immigration Enforcement

Legislative Action Taken:

Concurred as Substituted

Final Text:
Resolved, That the 77th General Convention call for a halt to the U.S. Immigration and
Custom Enforcement’s Secure Communities program (in which local jurisdictions send
fingerprints of detainees suspected of immigration violations to federal authorities), which
in practice leads to lengthy detention at the public expense of unrepresented immigrants
who have no serious charges pending against them, and effectively discourages victims of
various crimes, such as domestic violence, from reporting those crimes; and be it further
Resolved, That The Episcopal Church decry the use of racial profiling or the use of race as
a reason to question one’s immigration status; and be it further
Resolved, That The Episcopal Church oppose the use of identity checks for the purpose of
determining immigration status.
Citation:

General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Indianapolis, 2012 (New York: General Convention, 2012), p. 321.

Archives Research Report, 2012-D059
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1976-2015

Resolution Number:

2009-B006

Title:

Advocate for Immigration Reform

Legislative Action Taken:

Concurred as Amended

Final Text:
Resolved, That the 76th General Convention recognize that all people living in the United
States are entitled to protection provided by due process of law and that all immigrants and
their families are entitled to receive protection granted by our laws and Constitution; and
be it further
Resolved, That the General Convention call for a moratorium on roadside checkpoints and
raids carried out by Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) at work sites,
transportation systems, community gatherings, places of worship, lawful assemblies and
private residences leaving families torn apart and children parentless and negatively affecting
businesses, workers and communities; and be it further
Resolved, That the General Convention advocate for a return of congressional consideration
and implementation of comprehensive immigration reform which will allow millions of
undocumented immigrants who have established roots in the United States and are often
parents and spouses of U.S. Citizens to have a pathway to legalization and to full social and
economic integration in to the United States; and be it further
Resolved, That the General Convention deplore conditions found in immigration detention
centers and the over-reliance on a costly prison-like detention system for immigrants, and
urge the uses of alternatives to detention, and calls for accountability and oversight to ensure
detainees are provided with humanitarian treatment, adequate food and medical care and
sanitary conditions; and be it further
Resolved, That the General Convention call for termination of any program which allows or
funds local enforcement agencies to enforce immigration law, and return that enforcement
to Federal Immigration Agents, leaving local law enforcement agencies the work of keeping
communities safe and dedicating their resources to that end, and provide for a sense of safety
for immigrant victims of crimes to come forward and report without fear of detention and
deportation; and be it further
Resolved, That in as much as youth are a priority of The Episcopal Church, the 76th General
Convention support the provision of conditional legal status for undocumented youth who
arrived as infants and/or children and have grown up as members of our communities and
schools, providing for them the opportunity to pursue higher education and/or serve the
United States so they can become full contributing members of our communities and could
eventually become U.S. Citizens.
Citation:

General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Anaheim, 2009 (New York: General Convention, 2009), p. 142.

Archives Research Report, 2009-B006
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1976-2015

Resolution Number:

2006-A017

Title:

Adopt the Principles of “The Alien Among You” as the Church
Policy

Legislative Action Taken:

Concurred as Amended

Final Text:
Resolved, That the 75th General Convention of The Episcopal Church receive “The Alien
Among You” in the Blue Book Report of the Standing Commission on Anglican and
International Peace with Justice Concerns; and, while recognizing the duty and right of a
sovereign nation to protect and defend its borders, adopt the following fundamental principles
included in “The Alien Among You” as the policy of The Episcopal Church.
1.
Undocumented aliens should have reasonable opportunity to pursue permanent
residency.
2.
Legal workers should be allowed to enter the United States to respond to recognized
labor force needs.
3.
Close family members should be allowed to reunite without undue delay with individuals
lawfully present in the United States.
4.
Fundamental U.S. principles of legal due process should be granted all persons.
5.
Enforcement of national borders and immigration policies should be proportional and
humane; and be it further
Resolved, That the 75th General Convention of The Episcopal Church deplore any action
by the Government of the United States which unduly emphasizes enforcement, including
militarization of the border between the United States and Mexico, as the primary response
to immigrants entering the United States to work; and be it further
Resolved, That The Episcopal Church undertake a campaign to educate Episcopalians as to
the plight of refugees, immigrants, and migrants, which will include information about the
root causes of migration; and be it further
Resolved, That this campaign call the Church to commit to welcoming strangers as a matter
of Christian responsibility, to advocate for their well being and protection and to urge its
members to resist legislation and actions which violate our fundamental beliefs as Christians,
including the criminalization of persons providing humanitarian assistance to migrants.
Citation:

General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Columbus, 2006 (New York: General Convention, 2007), pp. 532-533.
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1976-2015

Resolution Number:

1997-D081

Title:

Develop Advocacy Agenda of Refugee Admissions and Asylum

Legislative Action Taken:

Concurred

Final Text:
Resolved, That the 72nd General Convention of the Episcopal Church charge Episcopal
Migration Ministries with the responsibility for developing and implementing an advocacy
agenda which reflects the concern of the Episcopal Church that the U.S. Government uphold
a generous program of refugee admissions in response to the worldwide refugee crisis,
maintain a just system of asylum for persecuted persons seeking safety in the United States,
and ensure that needy immigrants are not unfairly denied access to essential services and
benefits.
Citation:

General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Philadelphia, 1997 (New York: General Convention, 1998), p. 250.

Archives Research Report, 1997-D081
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1976-2015

Resolution Number:

1994-D132

Title:

Reject Racism Toward Immigrants and Request the Church to
Respond

Legislative Action Taken:

Concurred As Substituted and Amended

Final Text:
Resolved, That the 1994 General Convention of the Episcopal Church declare reprehensible
the widespread racist and unjust treatment of immigrants that has become a convenient
theme of current political discourse; and be it further
Resolved, That provinces and dioceses develop programs of literacy, citizenship, voter
registration and advocacy to counteract violations of civil rights.
Citation:

General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Indianapolis, 1994 (New York: General Convention, 1995), p. 355.
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