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RESOLUTION TEXT

1

Resolved, the House of _______ concurring, That the 79th General Convention of the Episcopal
Church direct the Corporate Social Responsibility Committee to identify by July 1, 2019 those
companies that profit from Israel’s occupation of Palestinian lands or whose products or actions
support the infrastructure of the occupation and to place such companies so identified on its “nobuy” list; and be it further

2

Resolved, That the General Convention direct the Investment Committee to divest from any
investments it might have in such companies and urge the Church Pension Group (CPG) to take
similar action; and be it further

3

Resolved, That the General Convention direct Executive Council to disseminate to Episcopalians
a list of products manufactured in Israeli settlements in the West Bank and marketed in the
United States; and be it further

4

Resolved, That the General Convention encourage Episcopalians to avoid investing in such
companies or buying such products.

EXPLANATION

This resolution is predicated on grounds that are moral and legal.
Joining our voice to those of other Christian denominations against the oppression and apartheid
endured by Palestinians on a daily basis would add greatly to the growing moral pressure on Israel
and, not incidentally, enhance the reputation of the Episcopal Church. In doing so, we would respond
to the pleas for economic pressure contained in the 2005 “Call from Palestinian Civic Society” and in
the 2009 “Kairos Palestine Document” of Palestinian Christians. Most importantly, we would fulfill
our baptismal vow to “seek justice and respect the dignity of every human being.”
The main obstacles to such action have been the justified feelings of guilt within the Christian
community with regard to the Holocaust, the efforts by the Israeli Government and some American
Jewish groups to equate economic pressure on the Israeli Government with anti-Semitism, and
threats by some American Jewish groups to cut off the ecumenical dialogue, if we take such action.
We in the Christian West must atone for the sin of the Holocaust, but, in vowing “Never Again,” insist
that its memory not blind us to injustices in the Middle East or elsewhere. We must also reject the sin

of anti-Semitism and affirm Israel’s right to live in peace within secure borders. We must, moreover,
strive to maintain a lively, honest dialogue with our Jewish neighbors, celebrating our shared JudeoChristian heritage, but ever mindful that friends do not seek to silence one another nor enable bad
behavior by remaining silent. Breaking the silence sometimes demands courage. In seeking ours, we
honor the courage of the growing number of Jews in both Israel and the United States critical of the
policies of the Israeli government, opposed to the occupation, and supportive of economic pressure as
a legitimate non-violent means to promote an end to the occupation and a just peace.
In terms of law and policy, the occupation and settlements are considered illegal by the international
community and our own government. Nonetheless, in fifty years of occupation, the Israeli settler
population in the West Bank and East Jerusalem has increased by five percent per year and, in the
last decade, from 350,000 to 600,000. These “facts on the ground” have eroded the prospects for a
two-state solution preferred by the Episcopal Church and the United States Government, diminished
the hopes for peace, and demonstrated that “corporate engagement” and “positive investment” have
failed. It is time to try new methods to persuade Israel to do what is in its own best interest.
One such method, which has proven its efficacy in combatting apartheid in South Africa and racial
segregation and anti-LGBT legislation in our own country, is economic pressure in the long tradition
of non-violent resistance to injustice. With regard to Israel/Palestine, various forms of such pressure
have already been adopted by the World Council of Churches; the Methodist, Presbyterian,
Mennonite, and Lutheran Churches; the United Church of Christ; and secular organizations such as
the European Union.
Investigation and consultation with appropriate TEC officials have shown there are no budgetary
implications to the resolution. Accordingly, the resolution contains no budgetary resolve.

Resolution Number:

2015-D016

Title:

On the Topic of Investment in Israeli-Occupied Palestine

Legislative Action Taken:

Rejected

Text of Resolution:

Resolved, the House of Deputies concurring, That the 78th General Convention direct the Executive
Council’s committee on Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR), consistent with existing policy of
corporate engagement adopted in October 2005, to develop a list of U.S. and foreign corporations
that provide goods and services that support the infrastructure of Israel’s Occupation, and maintain
and update such a list annually, and to vigorously conduct an audit of the Domestic and Foreign
Missionary Society (DFMS) investment portfolio to determine which of these companies, if any, are
in the portfolio, and report its findings to the Winter Meeting of Executive Council, 2016, to be made
public through the Episcopal News Service; and be it further
Resolved, That, consistent with existing Episcopal Church policy, CSR communicate by letter,
emails, meetings and otherwise with the companies identified in the DFMS investment portfolio as
being involved in the maintenance of the Occupation, if any, requesting that said companies
withdraw from their business operations in Occupied Palestine until it is ended, and report on such
corporate engagement to the June, 2016, meeting of Executive Council to be made public through the
Episcopal News service; and be it further
Resolved, That Executive Council, with the aid of its CSR committee, file shareholder resolutions
with any companies earlier identified, at its Fall meeting, 2016, asking said companies who have not
agreed to terminate their business operations in Occupied Palestine and with whom dialogue has not
been fruitful, to begin a process of disinvestment; and be it further
Resolved, That upon receiving the position of said companies to these shareholder resolutions,
Executive Council, by its June meeting of 2017, with the aid of the CSR committee, develop a
process of divestment from those companies who have refused to disinvest or in which further
engagement is deemed futile, and are considered by CSR to be the most egregious supporters of the
infrastructure of the Occupation, and to develop a process for placing on its No Buy List those
companies earlier identified as supporting the Occupation, whether currently held or not, and for
Council to make known its process for divestment and adding to the No Buy List (and the companies
involved) through the Episcopal News Service, and that Council provide a report to the 79th General
Convention on its implementation of this resolution; and be it further
Resolved, That this General Convention directs the Executive Council to establish a work group to
identify a list of products made or businesses present in West Bank settlements (including East
Jerusalem) and publishing them within one year of adjournment of this Convention so that Church
entities, including congregations and individual members can seek to boycott those products and/or
businesses which are illegal under international law; and be it further
Resolved, That Executive Council identify $15,000 for the work to be done in 2015, and that the
Joint Standing Committee on Program, Budget and Finance provide $30,000 in 2016 and $30,000 in
2017 and $30,000 in 2018 to fund the work of CSR on this and other issues.
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Resolution Number:

2012-C060

Title:

On the Topic of a Resolution to the Palestinian-Israeli Conflict

Legislative Action Taken:

Rejected [Died with Adjournment]

Text of the Resolution:
Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That the 77th General Convention, mindful of the impasse in
reaching a just resolution to the Israeli/Palestinian conflict, calls on the Executive Council (using
appropriate staff) to develop and implement a strategy of advocacy and education in the Church during the
next triennium to further a just resolution of the conflict utilizing existing policies and resources, including
but not limited to the following:
• A robust use of the Episcopal Public Policy Network in promoting Church policies in our nation’s
capital
• Participating in corporate social responsibility by more vigorous and public corporate engagement with
companies in the Church’s investment portfolio that do business in illegal Israeli settlements or
contribute to the infrastructure of the Occupation
• Identifying a project of economic engagement through a loan of at least $200,000 from the Church’s
economic justice loan fund that strengthens the economic infrastructure of the Territories
• Assist individual Episcopalians by providing information on products made and distributed from illegal
Israeli settlements so that they can make informed consumer choices
• An examination of actions the U.S. might take to support international law and human rights; and be it
further
Resolved, That Council include in its planning a study in the next triennium in every Diocese of “KAIROS
PALESTINE 2009” released in December 2009 by Palestinian Christian leaders to address the plight of
Palestinian Christians living under military occupation in the West Bank and Gaza as well as those
Christians living within the state of Israel who do not enjoy the full rights and privileges of Jewish-Israeli
citizens; and be it further
Resolved, That the Council further consider using as a resource for this study plan an Episcopal version of
Steadfast Hope (adapted from the Presbyterian original) as developed by the Palestine Israel Network of
the Episcopal Peace Fellowship; and be it further
Resolved, That the Standing Commission on Anglican and International Peace with Justice Concerns give
high priority to peace with justice in the Holy Land and report to the 78th General Convention of The
Episcopal Church with recommendations on how best to support our Anglican brothers and sisters in the
Holy Land; and be it further
Resolved, That all bishops, clergy and lay people of the Episcopal Church in the United States be
encouraged to travel to the region as pilgrims and witnesses, and to provide various forms of support for
the Church in the Holy Land, including the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem, its parishes, and its Bishop,
The Rt. Rev. Suheil Dawani, including through the sterling work of the Friends of the Episcopal Diocese
of Jerusalem and the Good Friday Offering, and be it further
Resolved, That the General Convention request the Joint Standing Committee on Program, Budget and
Finance provide a budget allocation of $5,000 to Council and staff in assisting with this work.
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Resolution Number:
Title:
Legislative Action Taken:
Text of Resolution:

2000-B033
On the Topic of Divestiture from the Sudanese Oil Industry
Rejected

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society, the
Church Pension Fund, and other church investors are strongly urged, to the extent permissible under laws
governing fiduciaries, to do the following regarding the Sudanese oil industry:
• Review their financial holdings;
• Consider divestment, shareholder resolutions, or other appropriate strategies to deter investment in
Talisman Energy, Petrochina, BP Amoco, and other entities materially engaged in the petroleum
industry under the current Sudanese government; and be it further
Resolved, That all Episcopalians are likewise urged to follow these guidelines in regard to the Sudanese
oil industry, by not investing in any entity that supports the current government and that fuels the
government's military efforts and systematic civil violence against the Sudanese people.
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