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RESOLUTION TEXT

1

Resolved, the House of _______ concurring, That the 79th General Convention of The
Episcopal Church support a national tax on carbon-based fossil fuels based on the Carbon Fee
and Dividend proposal of the Citizens’ Climate Lobby, which would impose a carbon fee on all
fossil fuels and other greenhouse gases at the point where they first enter the economy; align US
emissions with the physical constraints identified by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) to avoid irreversible climate change; and use this carbon fee through a trust fund
to make equal monthly per-person dividend payments to all American households.

EXPLANATION

As Christians and members of a faith community, we have a responsibility to care for the earth and
for the peoples of the earth. “The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, the world and those who
dwell therein.” Psalm 24:1
General Convention has previously adopted resolutions urging support for measures approving of
efforts to reduce global warming, including Resolution GC2006-B002, “Acknowledge and Reduce
Global Warming.” While local, regional, and state actions are important and necessary, they are not
sufficient to solve this global problem which is accelerating ever more rapidly. The United States must
take significant steps to participate fully in the international effort to preserve a livable world.
The non-partisan non-profit Citizens’ Climate Lobby offers a scientifically-based proposal with
bipartisan appeal. This climate solution, known as Carbon Fee and Dividend, is a national, revenueneutral carbon fee-and-dividend system (CF&D) that would place a predictable, steadily rising price
on carbon, with all fees collected minus administrative costs returned to households as a monthly
energy dividend.
In just 20 years, studies show, such a system could reduce carbon emissions to 50% of 1990 levels
while adding 2.8 million jobs to the American economy.
The benefits of a fully-rebated revenue-neutral carbon tax are clear to and endorsed by leaders of
faith, business associations, national security leaders, and energy and healthcare industry leaders.
This market-based solution will save lives, create jobs, and boost our economy while reducing the
risks associated with climate change.

1976-2015

Resolution Number:

2012-B023

Title:

Seek Environmental Justice

Legislative Action Taken:

Concurred as Amended

Final Text:
Resolved, That the 77th General Convention of The Episcopal Church stands in solidarity
with those communities who bear the greatest burdens of global climate change: indigenous
peoples, subsistence communities, communities of color, and persons living in deprivation
around the world; and be it further
Resolved, That the 77th General Convention calls on congregations, institutions, dioceses,
and the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of The Episcopal Church to support policies
that provide tangible benefits to overburdened “frontline” communities (those already
experiencing the impacts of climate change) and “fence-line” communities (those suffering
in body and spirit for their proximity to the extraction and processing of fossil fuels); and be
it further
Resolved, That the 77th General Convention calls on congregations, institutions, dioceses,
and the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of The Episcopal Church, to work for the
just transformation of the world’s energy beyond and away from fossil fuels (including all
forms of oil, coal, and natural gas) and toward safe, sustainable, renewable, community
controlled energy, and that fossil fuel workers and their families be supported during the
transition to a “post-carbon” society; and be it further
Resolved, That the 77th General Convention calls on congregations, institutions, dioceses,
and the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of The Episcopal Church to resist the
development and expansion of ever more unconventional, dangerous, and environmentally
destructive sources of fossil fuel and move toward conversion to more sustainable sources;
and be it further
Resolved, That the 77th General Convention calls on congregations, institutions, dioceses
and the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of The Episcopal Church to support the
self-determined aspirations of communities around the world, who, like the Iñupiaq
Community of Kivalina, Alaska, having emitted minimal amounts of carbon and having
received negligible material benefit from fossil fuel consumption, nevertheless bear the brunt
of climate-change impacts; and be it further
Resolved, That the 77th General Convention calls on congregations, institutions, dioceses
and the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of The Episcopal Church, including
Episcopal Relief and Development, to support the implementation of grassroots,
community-based solutions to climate change, including, but not limited to, adaptations to
improve local resilience, to build local food sovereignty, to support ecological restoration
and economic re-localization.
Citation:

General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Indianapolis, 2012 (New York: General Convention, 2012), p. 324.
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1976-2015

Resolution Number:

2012-D055

Title:

Advocate for Reducing Climate-Changing Emissions

Legislative Action Taken:

Concurred as Substituted

Final Text:
Resolved, That the 77th General Convention of the Episcopal Church urge the United States
government to enact stricter controls on the use of carbon-based fuels, and create incentives
for our nation’s transitions from dependence upon fossil fuels to safe, clean, renewable energy
and thereby curb emissions of heat-trapping gasses into the atmosphere; and be it further
Resolved, That this Convention encourage every member of The Episcopal Church to urge
his/her members of Congress to enact such legislation.
Citation:

General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Indianapolis, 2012 (New York: General Convention, 2012), p. 299.
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1976-2015

Resolution Number:

2009-D031

Title:

Urge Commitment to Lower Carbon Output

Legislative Action Taken:

Concurred as Amended

Final Text:
Resolved, That the 76th General Convention urge President Obama and Congressional
leaders to commit the United States to a course of action, in collaboration with the other
nations of the world, to lower the output of atmospheric carbon (measured as CO2) by 25%
by 2020 and by 80% by 2050; and be it further
Resolved, That the 76th General Convention direct the Washington Office of Government
Relations of The Episcopal Church to actively promote such action by the United States
government.
Citation:

General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Anaheim, 2009 (New York: General Convention, 2009), pp. 358-359.
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