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Archives Research Report: Committees, Commissions, Boards and Agencies 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
Canon I.4: Of the Executive Council
Sec. 1 (a) There shall be an Executive Council of the General Convention (which Council shall
generally be called simply the Executive Council) whose duty it shall be to carry out the program
and policies adopted by the General Convention. The Executive Council shall have charge of the
coordination, development, and implementation of the ministry and mission of the Church.
(b) The Executive Council shall be accountable to the General Convention and shall render a full
published report concerning the work with which it is charged to each meeting of the said
Convention. The report shall also include information on the implementation of all concurred
resolutions of the previous General Convention calling for action by the Executive Council, by its
officers and staff, and by the jurisdictions of the Church.
(c) The Executive Council shall be composed (a) of twenty members elected by the General
Convention, of whom four shall be Bishops, four shall be Presbyters or Deacons, and twelve shall
be Lay Persons who are confirmed adult communicants in good standing (two Bishops, two
Presbyters or Deacons, and six Lay Persons to be elected by each subsequent regular meeting of
the General Convention); (b) of eighteen members elected by the Provincial Synods; (c) of the
following ex officiis members: the Presiding Bishop and the President of the House of Deputies;
and (d) the Vice-President, the Secretary, and the Treasurer of the Executive Council, who shall
have seat and voice but no vote. Each Province shall be entitled to be represented by one Bishop
or Presbyter or Deacon canonically resident in a Diocese which is a constituent member of the
Province and by one Lay Person who is a confirmed adult communicant in good standing of a
Diocese which is a constituent member of the Province, and the terms of the representatives of
each Province shall be so rotated that two persons shall not be simultaneously elected for equal
terms.

STANDING COMMISSIONS
Canon I.1.2 (a) The General Convention by Canon may establish Standing Commissions, to
study and draft policy proposals on major subjects considered to be of continuing concern to the
mission of the Church. The Canon shall specify the duties of each such Commission. Standing
Commissions shall be composed of three (3) Bishops, three (3) Priests and/or Deacons of this
Church and six (6) Lay Persons, who shall be confirmed adult communicants of this Church in
good standing. Priests, Deacons and Lay Persons are not required to be members of the House of
Deputies.
(b)...
Canon I.1.2 (c) The Presiding Bishop shall appoint the Episcopal  members, and the President of
the House of Deputies the Lay and other Clerical members, of such Commissions as soon as
practicable after the adjournment of the General Convention, but not later than ninety (90) days
following the close of General Convention. Episcopal members appointed after the adjournment
of any General Convention at which a Presiding Bishop is elected shall be appointed by the
Presiding Bishop-elect. Vacancies shall be filled in similar manner; Provided, however, that
vacancies occurring within one year of the next regular General Convention shall not be filled
unless so requested by the Commission.
Examples: Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music

Standing Commission on Constitution and Canons
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JOINT COMMITTEES AND JOINT STANDING COMMITTEES
Established by Canon

Canon I.2: Of the Presiding Bishop
Sec. 1 (a) At each General Convention the House of Deputies shall elect one Clerical and one Lay
Deputy from each Province as members of the Joint Nominating Committee for the Election of
the Presiding Bishop. A Deputy from a particular Province may be nominated only by another
Deputy from the same Province, but the election of each member of the Committee shall be by
the entire membership of the House of Deputies, with a majority of those voting necessary for
election. Prior to the election, the Clerical and Lay Deputies from each Province shall hold a
caucus, at which two Clerical Deputies and two Lay Deputies as nominees shall be selected by
the caucus, and these shall be the only nominees upon which the House of Deputies shall vote in
electing the members of the Joint Nominating Committee. The President of the House of
Deputies, after consultation with representatives of youth, shall appoint two persons, age 16-21,
as members of the Joint Nominating Committee for the Election of the Presiding Bishop.
(b-c)...
(d) The Joint Nominating Committee shall remain in office until the adjournment of the next
General Convention, at which a new Joint Nominating Committee shall be elected. Members of
the Committee are eligible for reelection.
Example: Joint Nominating Committee on the Election of a Presiding Bishop

Established by Rules of Order
Joint Rule  I.1. By Joint Rule or Joint Resolution the House of Bishops and the House  of
Deputies may authorize or direct the appointment of Joint Legislative Committees and Joint
Committees. I.2
Joint Rule I.2.(c) The Presiding Bishop shall appoint the Episcopal members and the President of
the House of Deputies the Lay and Clerical members of Joint Standing Committees as soon as
practicable after the adjournment of the General Convention, and of Joint Legislative Committees
not later than sixty (60) days in advance of each General Convention. Vacancies shall be filled in
similar manner.
Examples: Joint Standing Committee on Planning and Arrangements

Joint Standing Committee on Program, Budget and Finance

TASK FORCES
Joint Rules IX. 22. By concurrent action, the General Convention may from time to time
establish Task Forces of the General Convention to consider and make recommendations to the
General Convention on specific subjects of major importance to the Church and its ministry and
mission requiring special attention and competence not otherwise provided for in the Canons
and/or Joint Rules, or as shall be otherwise determined by the General Convention to require the
appointment of such a Task Force. The Resolution shall specify the size and composition, the
clear and express duties assigned, the time for completion of the work assigned and the amount
and source of the funding of each such Task Force. No Task Force shall be continued beyond the
time for completion of the work assigned except by a concurrent vote of two-thirds of the
members present and voting in each of the Houses. Unless otherwise specifically provided in the
establishing Resolution, the Presiding Bishop shall appoint the Episcopal members and the
President of the House of Deputies shall appoint the Priests and Deacons and the Lay Persons.
Such Resolution may, but need not, provide for the service of Executive Council staff and other
experts as consultants and coordinators for the Task Force.
Examples: Budgetary Funding Task Force

Title IV Task Force
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HOUSE COMMITTEES
Established by Canons

Canon III.14: Of Religious Orders and Other Christian Communities
Sec. 1(b) To be officially recognized, a Religious Order must have at least six professed
members, and must be approved by the Standing Committee on Religious Communities of the
House of Bishops and be registered with the Committee.
(c-g)...
Sec. 2(b) To be officially recognized such a Christian Community must have at least six full
members in accordance with their Rule and Constitution, and must be approved by the Standing
Committee on Religious Communities of the House of Bishops and be registered with the
Committee.
(c-g)...
Sec. 3. Any Bishop receiving vows of an individual not a member of a Religious Order or other
Christian Community, using the form for "Setting Apart for a Special Vocation" in the Book of
Occasional Services , or a similar rite, shall record the following information with the Standing
Committee on Religious Communities of the House of Bishops: the name of the person making
vows; the date of the service; the nature and contents of the vows made, whether temporary or
permanent; and any other pastoral considerations as shall be deemed necessary.
Example: Standing Committee on Religious Communities

Note: While its duties are implied, the HD State of the Church Committee is not established in
the Canons.
Canon I.6: Of the Mode of Securing an Accurate View of the State of This Church
Sec. 1. A report of every Parish and other Congregation of this Church shall be prepared annually
for the year ending December 31 preceding, in the form authorized by the Executive Council and
approved by the Committee on the State of the Church, and shall be filed not later than March 1
with the Bishop of the Diocese, or, where there is no Bishop, with the ecclesiastical authority of
the Diocese. ...
Sec. 2-3. ...
Sec. 4. Likewise, a report of every Diocese shall be prepared annually for the year ending
December 31st preceding, in the form authorized by the Executive Council and approved by the
Committee on the State of the Church, and shall be filed, not later than September 1, with the
Executive Council. ...

Established by HD Rules of Order
Rule 7. Not later than 90 days in advance of the opening date of the Convention, the President
may appoint the following Legislative Committees, and such other committees as may be deemed
necessary, and shall designate the Chair, Vice-Chair, and Secretary thereof...
Rule 8. The President may appoint Study Committees related to work of the Executive Council,
and such Special Committees as the President deems desirable or as may be ordered by the
House.
Examples: House of Deputies: Committee on the State of the Church

House of Deputies: Study Committee on Church Governance and Polity

Established by HB Rules of Order
General Rules I
Committees shall be appointed by the Presiding Officer of the House unless otherwise ordered.
The Presiding Bishop shall name the members of all the Committees of this House annually, and
shall designate the Chair of each Committee. The Chair shall appoint a Vice-Chair and a
Secretary; and if the Chair should leave the Convention or the House of Bishops early, the
Secretary of the House shall be notified. The Presiding Bishop may refer to Committees of this
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House, for their consideration, matters which arise and which should receive consideration at the
next meeting of the House.  The Standing Committees, to be announced not later than the third
day of the session, may be as follows:
[(1)-(22) Legislative Committees]
(A) Pastoral Letter.
(B) Resignation of Bishops.
(C) Religious Communities.
(D) On Nominations and Elections.
Example: House of Bishops Theology Committee

BOARDS OF GENERAL CONVENTION (Canonical)

Canon I.5: Of the Archives of the Episcopal Church
Sec. 3 (a) There shall be a Board of the Archives which shall consist of the Archivist (ex officio,
with vote) and twelve (12) appointed persons, three (3) of whom shall be Bishops, three (3) of
whom shall be Clergy, and six (6) of whom shall be Lay Persons. All appointed Members of the
Board shall serve terms beginning with the close of the General Convention at which their
appointments are confirmed and ending with the close of the second regular Convention
thereafter.
(b-c)...
(d) The Board of the Archives shall have the duty to set policy for the Archives, to elect the
Archivist of the Episcopal Church, and to set forth the terms and conditions with regard to the
work of the Archivist.
(e-g)...
(h) The Board of the Archives shall report to the General Convention, and the Executive Council,
through the office of the Executive Officer of the General Convention, and to the Church.
Sec. 4. There shall be an Archivist of the Episcopal Church whose duty shall be to manage the
Archives, records, and related information resources of the Church at the direction of the Board.

Canon III.16: Of the Board for Transition Ministry
Sec. 1 (a) There shall be a Board for Transition Ministry of the General Convention consisting of
twelve members, four of whom shall be Bishops, four of whom shall be Presbyters or Deacons,
and four of whom shall be Lay Persons.
(b-e)...
Sec. 2. The duties of the Board shall be:

(a) To oversee the Office for Transition Ministry.
(b) To provide support for the training of bishops and diocesan personnel in the transition
ministry processes.
(c) To study the transition ministry needs and trends in the Episcopal Church and in other
Christian bodies.
(d) To issue and distribute such reports and information concerning transition ministry as it
deems helpful to the Church.
(e) To cooperate with the Centers for Mission and the other Boards, Commissions, and
Agencies which are concerned with transition ministry, and particularly with the Executive
Council.
(f) To report on its work and the work of the Office for Transition Ministry at each regular
meeting of the General Convention.
(g) To report to the Executive Council annually as a part of its accountability to the Council
for the funding which the Office for Transition Ministry receives.
(h) To work in cooperation with the Church Center Staff.
(i) To fulfill other responsibilities assigned to it by the General Convention.

©2016. The Archives of the Episcopal Church, DFMS.



Archives Research Report: Committees, Commissions, Boards and Agencies  Appendix A–5
December 16, 2010

Canon III.15: Of the General Board of Examining Chaplains
Sec. 1. There shall be a General Board of Examining Chaplains, consisting of four Bishops, six
Priests with pastoral cures or in specialized ministries, six members of accredited Seminary
faculties or of other educational institutions, and six Lay Persons. The members of the Board
shall be elected by the House of Bishops and confirmed by the House of Deputies, one-half of the
members in each of the foregoing categories being elected and confirmed at each regular meeting
of the General Convention for a term of two Convention periods. They shall take office at the
adjournment of the meeting of the General Convention at which their elections are confirmed,
and shall serve until the adjournment of the second regular meeting thereafter. No member shall
serve more than 12 years consecutively. Additionally, the Presiding Bishop, in consultation with
the Chair of the Board, may appoint up to four other members for a term.  The House of Bishops,
at any special meeting that may be held prior to the next meeting of the General Convention, shall
fill for the unexpired portion of the term any vacancy that may have arisen in the interim.  The
Board shall elect its own Chair and Secretary, and shall have the power to constitute committees
necessary for the carrying on of its work.
Sec. 2-4...
Sec. 5. The General Board of Examining Chaplains shall make a report concerning its work to
each regular meeting of the General Convention, and in years between meetings of the General
Convention shall make a report to the House of Bishops.

Canon I.8: Of The Church Pension Fund
Sec. 1. The Church Pension Fund, a corporation created by Chapter 97 of the Laws of 1914 of the
State of New York as subsequently amended, is hereby authorized to establish and administer the
clergy pension system, including life, accident and health benefits, of this Church, substantially in
accordance with the principles adopted by the General Convention of 1913 and approved
thereafter by the several Dioceses, with the view to providing pensions and related benefits for
the Clergy who reach normal age of retirement, for the Clergy disabled by age or infirmity, and
for the surviving spouses and minor children of deceased Clergy. The Church Pension Fund is
also authorized to establish and administer the lay employee pension system and denominational
health plan of the Church, substantially in accordance with the principles adopted by the General
Convention of 2009 in Resolution 2009-A177, with the view to providing pensions, health care
and related benefits for the eligible Clergy and eligible lay employees of this Church, as well as
their eligible beneficiaries and dependents.
Sec. 2. The General Convention at each regular meeting shall elect, on the nomination of a Joint
Committee thereof, twelve persons to serve as Trustees of The Church Pension Fund for a term of
six years and until their successors shall have been elected and have qualified, and shall also fill
such vacancies as may exist on the Board of Trustees.  Effective January 1, 1989, any person who
has been elected as a Trustee by General Convention for twelve or more consecutive years shall
not be eligible for reelection until the next regular General Convention following the one in
which that person was not eligible for reelection to the Board of Trustees.  Any vacancy which
occurs at a time when the General Convention is not in session may be filled by the Board of
Trustees by appointment, ad interim, of a Trustee who shall serve until the next session of the
General Convention thereafter shall have elected a Trustee to serve for the remainder of the
unexpired term pertaining to such vacancy. Sec. 9.  The General Convention reserves the power
to alter or amend this Canon, but no such alteration or amendment shall be made until after the
same shall have been communicated to the Trustees of The Church Pension Fund and such
Trustees shall have had ample opportunity to be heard with respect thereto.
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BOARDS OF GENERAL CONVENTION (Non-Canonical)

Board of Trustees of General Theological Seminary
1994 Constitution was last amended at the General Convention (A053)

BOARDS OF EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
The National Board of Episcopal Church Women
1986 Council authorizes the ECW as successor Church body (EXC061986.11)

Board of Directors, Episcopal Relief and Development (an independent subsidiary board)
2006 Bylaws last amended by Council (EXC112006.02)

Board of Directors, Forward Movement Publications
Regular triennial resolutions reauthorize FMP

United Thank Offering Board [Committee]
1991 Last Executive Council approval of UTO bylaws and budget

AGENCIES REPORTING THROUGH THE BLUE BOOK (Independent)
Board of Trustees, Episcopal Church Building Fund
Board of Directors, Episcopal Church Foundation
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