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The heart of the issue:
Same sex unions and the Episcopal Church
by Lucinda Kolls . . for the Church at large.

" . “’I‘hiihnotsomemdmn,"hem
hree parishesin the Diocese tinued. “Ineach case my understanding

recently celebeared linurgical
affirmations of life covenants
: made by same-sex couples

in their congregations. The
parishes are All Saints’, Bast Lansing;
St. Andrew’s, Ann Arbor; and Christ
Church, Detroit.

“In each case,” said Stewart Wood,
bishopof the Diocese of Michigan, inan
interview with The Record in early Sep-
embér, 1992, “the people came seek-
ing some expression of afiirmation from
the Church for the commitment they
had made to one another and in each
case the clergy were struggling to find a
way todo thatanit tohonor the morato-
rium” on blessing same-sex unions which
‘Wood asked dlergy to observe in re-
marks made at the March 1990 Dioce-
san Convention in Port Huron.

As reported in the March 1990 issue
of The Record, Wood noted in his speech
to the Convention that Zalmon Sher-
'wood, then assistant rector at St. Paul'’s,
Jackson, had “helped homosexual

to oneanother, and seek God's grace to
live out those intentions.” Wood then
furtherstated “while such blessingsare
nowhere forbidden they are clearly
outside the norm,” and asked “all of
our clergy who may be working with
homosexual persons seeking such a
blessing towait while we craft a process
that will enable this Diocesan amily to
come clear about what we can uphold
in good faith.

“I hope you will trust me,” said Wood,
“as your chief pastor and liturgist to
work with all of our clergy to fashion a
ministry that honors the Church's
historical understandings of Christian
marriage, monogamy, fidelity and
provides a pastoral and liturgical minis-
try to homosexual persons seeking grace
by which they can be faithful to one
another and toGod.” In the same speech,
Wood calied on the community to
"tolerate disagreement...acknowledge
the possibility of differing appreciatdons
of the Scripture’s intent,” and refrain
from "'retaliation of any kind.”

In the September 1992 interview,
‘Wood described how he believes the
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three parishes could hold services af
firming same-sex unions and still honor
the moratorium which be affirms re-
mains in effect. **The way inwhich todo
that was to publicly that
the Church makes no provision for the
blessing of same sex unions...and mak-
ing sure that what is understood is that

any kind of promise was made to pro-
vide a service of any kind. So that it was
a congregational response, not the
response of a clergy person to a couple
coming to him or her.

“The way in which congregations
deal with thatis up to the congregation
itself,” continued Wood. “I don’t imag-
ine them voting or having public meet-
ings saying are we going to affirm this
couple. But my confidence is that the

— "

priest is working with the vestry who
know the couple to be sure they can
with integrity, stand with the couple.”

‘Wood characterized his authoriza-
don as an “‘opportunity to he pastorally
responsive and to search for an appro-
priate way to do it.” He expressed con-
cern that “this is pechaps going to give
the appearance that we've found some
way. We're not clear that we have.” He
outlined the criteria: itis not a blessing,
it may not be “surreptitious,” it should
be “a very serious response on the part
of the congregational leadership to their
own pastoral sensitivities.* He required
the congregations “publicly acknowl-
edge in the service...that this is not a
marriage service.... This is nota blessing
of same-5ex unions.”

responsive to people within their own
worshipping community,” explained
Wood, “while honoring what I have
asked of the Diocese and what is true

is the priest and the members of the
congregation are seeking to affirm a

and what they've further done is to say
we will seek to stard with you as the
Church works through this process.”
that such a process
'will be a long one, Wood reiterated his
1990 Convention hope that he could
“be in a position with integrity of using
the Church's resources to honor such

other and lived them out in & way we
want to hold up.” He perceived the
instances as limited, “individual re-
sponses to pastoral needs within the
congregation.

“This is not a new liturgical formu-
lary,” Wood concluded. *“They haven’t
created some new ceremony.”

St. Addrew’s, Ann Arbor

“I can’t bless a union because [ama
priest of the Church,” explained the
rector of St. Andrew's on how he
responded tohomosexual coupleswho
asked fora blessing of their union while
he was at the Episcopal Divinity School
as dean and-teacher. “When I give a
blessing, it’s not like me, Harvey Guthrie,
biessing something, it’s the Church doing
it, and the Church doesn't do that. 1
think it should, but it doesn’t do that.”
So Guthrie suggested celebrating the
Eucharist with the couple and their
guests, and that the couple “make a
statement that you are committed to
one another, and mean that, and thatit
is your intention, when and if that's
possible, to have the Church’'s bless-
ing."

“I don't want to get into titles like
liturgical afirmation, or written serv-
ices. T don't think that's the issue,”
Guthrie explained of the four occasions
he has had for services since coming to
Ann Arbor-two in people’s homes, one
in the chapel and one in the church. “T

continwed on page six
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feel uncomfortable, because I'm doing
a liturgical thing in which I have to say
the Church doesn’t really accept it
because of who you are. But it almost
brings tears to my eyes, because they're
saying, ‘well, it meansa greatdeal to us
that at least the Church in some sense
recognizes who we are completely.’
I did tetl our vesury what I had done

Eucharist at 2 St. Andrew’s service on
Octwober 4, 1992, for David Glaser and
Douglas Howell. *The only questions
ofour vestry were questionsabout tech-
nicaily what are you doing here, since
the Bishop said don’t do unions?” .

Guthrie has not blessed unions, and
has twld Wood what he was doing.
Additionally, Glaser and Howell met
with the Bishop, and rewrote theit serv-
ice, with Guthrie’s help, to conform w0
‘Wood's requirements.

Guthrie views his pastoral ministry
tohomosexual personsas helping them
""discern what God's call vo them is, and
who they are in the sight of God.

“That's really one side of it.” Guthrie
believes the other side is that “our sexu-
ality, biblically speaking, is one of the
agencies through which Godand God's
purposesaresymbolized and witnessed
0 and expressed and actualized.”

Possible sacramentally expressive
ways of living out cur sexuality for Guthrie
include heterosexual marriage, a voca-
tion of celibacy within a religious com-
munity and homosexual union. Guthrie

lly exp as“the
ldndofindmaterehdomtﬁpGodwmts
for the human community,” that weare
fuuy human when we are in relation-

in a religious community are sacramen-
tally expressive of what we need o be
human.”

Asked o respond 1o those who are
opposed 0 homosexual unions on
biblical grounds, Guthisie recalled Church
history regarding African-American
slavery. Samuel
Seabury, a descendantof the first Ameri-
can Episcopal bishop, castigated
secular abolittonists in the 1850s who
"were advocating the abotition of slav-
ery, quite contrary to the Word of God
in the Bible and to established tradition
and 1o the natural law as understood by
the Church.” Seabury called for slaves
tobetreated “Christianly,” but believed
that "Jesus had not come o abolish
divinely sanctioned institutions.”

*"Well you know that is really ridicu-
_ lous in terms of where we ended up,”
stated Guthrie. "I don’t know any in

The history of the Bibleis full ofideas
“that have to be left behind because
they don’t fit with the logic, like slavery,
or like saying that women are derivative
types of humanity from the real thing
‘which is male, and I think we’re begin-
ning to see that” with respect 1o homo-
sexual people, Guthrie explained.

The heart of the issue

1

didn’t have 10 be 2 Jew before you were
a Christian.

""What is God trying to show us?” is
the question for Guthrie. “The record
of our God is cleasly that always exter-

Ted Rice, rector of All Saints’, East
studied Old Tesament at

“The qffirmation of the bumanity of every buman
being is the beart of faith, not selected biblical texts.”

- Harvey Guthrie, rector, St. Andrew’s, Ann Arbor

nal things are being used to say things
that we need to hear.”

Guthrie recognizes that changes in

dination of women in the 70s have re-
sulted in alienaton, trauma and divi-
sion for many in the Church. “I'm
somebody who deeply, deeply operates
out of a conviction about God's inclu-
sive purpose, and that the fullness of
humanity isn't realized until ali these
parts are related t0 one anotherin such
a way that we fulfill and complement
one another in a wholeness, until a
whole vision of what the Church is about
is realized.

**Each of us has to be faithful as best
we can from where we're understand-
ing," explained Guthrie, aware that splits
may result. *You can elevate the value

possible to split up and stll respect
what that's coming from, even though
in the proximare terms that you're coming
from, you have 10 say 'they’re wrong;
their heares are hard.”™

*The affirmation of the humanity of
every human being,” said Guthrie, “is
the heart of faith, not selected biblical

“But,” he continued, “you have w0
be affirmative of the humanity of the
person who's taking something else o
be the bottom line.

‘“There aren’t many bishops around
woday who would be handling this the
way he’s handling it,” said Guthrie, of
‘Wood, whom he admires for seeking

Guthrie, with Bishop Wood, with many
laypersons in his parish, and with other
clergy as part of the process of discern-
ment before deciding to do a service of
commitment for a gay couple in his
parish in August of this year.

One of the members of the couple

be very uncomfortable, that I'd be will-
ing to walk through it with them. But I

could make no promises.

*So they left, and called back, and
came back and said they’d like to be
partof thatconversation. They said that
they didn’t want to do anything to hurt
the parish, or hurt my refationship with
the Bishop, or endanger the Bishop,
they would

Rice began calling. members of his
vestry. He told them the couple’s story
and set aside time at a vestry meeting in
April “not to take a vote, but to counsel
together.”

““That was one of our finest hours,”
explained Marie Kingdon, junior war-
den. “There was a lot of concern to
make sure Ted touched base with the
Bishop, so that we weren't doing any-
thing that was going to be contrary to
the Bishop's direction to us. I walked in
there with my little statement which I
made about [how) there's so much prom-
iscuity out there and the results are 2
disease that kills anyone that has it.

“When you've got people, and I don’t

care for each other, who want to make
a commitment, and they want to share
that in God’s home, weli then, let’s do
it. And I think that sentiment has
prevailed.”

Rice says that the vestry’s discussion
lasted more thanan hour, “at the end of
which I wasin tears because of the care
and concern that the vestry had for the
Bishop; forme, for thecoupieinvoived;
for the parish.” The kind of questions
asked by the vestry included “Does this
mean that every gay couple in town is
going to come here? What happens ifa
parishioner gets upset? All the ques-
tions from my point of view thata vestry
needs o ask, but none of them reasons
not to do it.” Rice said.

“The basic sense at the end of the
mecting was, this is a couple interested
ina lifelong, monogamous relationship
of sexual fidelity; we ought o be doing
everything we can to support that. But
don’t endanger our relationship with
the Bishop.”

*The vestry debated not teiling the
explained Gus Breymann, also

Additionally, Kingdon says the deci-
sion w0 seek 0 do the service was
included *in our vestry minutes, and it
was posted, and people in the parish
knew about it, 30 it wasn’t something
that was hidden.”

“] was not real surprised with the
outcome of the mecting,” explained
Chris Thomas, senioe warden. “It seemed |
10 me the whole movement of the Church
and this parish has been an inclusive
movement, and I looked at it and thought,
‘Howwouid this body go the otherway? -
Onwhat basis do you exclude acelebra-
tion of that type of commitment?”

“We know what we've done, we've
done it thoughtfully,” explained Rice.

continued on next page
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“We belicve we've done it the correct
way by involving a lot of people.”

Thomas. “It was not the fight we see in
the newspapers now over that politicat
issue. There are probably wide diffier-
ences in the parish about understand-
ing that, but that’s not the issue.

*“We are not going to exclude these

people in that process until we all

sometime come together with some great
wisdom. You start dealing with people,
as opposed to liimylu groups, and
categories,” Thomas continued. “I'm
certain that does not efase the differ-
ences in outiooks and opinions, and it
shouldn’t. Imean that's going to evolve,
and people individually and in this
community are going to have to deal
with it.”"

After the vestry weighed in, Rice
contacted Wood, told him the couple’s
story, and the Bishop responded with a
desire tosupport their intention. Know-
ing his own penchant for pushing lim-
its, Rice discussed with Wood “what a
service like this might look like. And
very clearly we agreed that it would not
include the vows of the Church service
or either of the two prayers of blessing

wm:ldluveGodspmtecﬂmn,mddm
tbeu'reladonstﬁpwouldgmwandbe
nourished.

“So we went duoughallthemps
and he said, ‘go ahead.’ And at that
point1 got really scared. It would have
been real easyif thevestry ot theBishop
had said, 'No." But God sent this to us
and we responded as faithfully as we
could as a community, and obviously
we’re being called to go on.”

After continuing to counsed the coupie,
who atuended All Saints’ regularly
through the summer, and have contin-
ued to attend, Rice performed a “'Cele-
bration of the Covenant of Love and
Holy Commitment,” on August 8. The
entire vestry was invited, and four
members of the vestry attended. The
couple publicly declared "their rela-
tionship to one another to be a sacred,
binding covenant, so that they may
offier their relationship to God, and may
declare theirintention to seek the biess-
ing of God's Church on theif union.”

The attending heard that “the
Church does not now have a provision
for celebrating and blessing same-sex
unions.” And the people stated theic
commitment “to work and pray so that
the mind of the Church may come to
affirm, support and biess such unions.”
The couple exchanged promises, rings,
and the Eucharist was celebrated. The
following Sundity, the parish gave thanks
for the union of the two men.

Rice is aware that critics believe the -

difference between such a serviceand a
blessing is one of semantics, “I'm sure
that they believe that, and believe it
sincerely,” Rice responded. “It seems
to me in the Church we make some

%
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%
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fairfy clear and narrow distinctions. To
the best of my knowledge, we've been
faithful to those.

“When 1 sit down with my Jewish
brothers and sisters, we beeak bread,
we drink wine, we give thanks to God
for that, butit’s not the Eucharist,” Rice
explained. “The Bucharist looks like
beead, tastes like bread, amells ke bread,
but wesay it's the Body of Christ. Imean
some firly nacrow distinctions. The

chance for evangelism.

“Sowe hada really good laugh about
that, and the vestry said,'Maybe we ought
to tatk about a consistent policy.” What
1 noemally say to heterosexual couples
is that ‘you're not required to be a
member here, but one of you needs to
be baptized. You need to attend our
church and be willing to consider being
partofthe parish family. And thiscouple
happened to easily and much more than

‘“When I sit down with my Jewish brothbers and

sisters, we break bread, we drink wine, we give thanks
to God for that, but it's not the Eucharist. The
Eucharist looks like bread, tastes like bread, smells
like bread, but we say it’s the Body of Cbhrist.”’

(R ARSI T

.= Ted Rice, rector, All Saints’, Eest Lansing

prayer book is real cleas about the defi-
nition of a martiage. That it involves a
man and a woman, and it's in accor-
dance with the canons of the Church
and the state laws,” and Rice adds, the
service he isnota

one; am deeplyudd:nedthat I can’t
proclaim a blessing.”

"“The drive for these commitments
and affirmations comes from within the
Church body, not from the outside,”
doesn’t accept the idea that there is no
difference between a marriage and a
service of commitment. “I think we need
lndwete:llmnedupminourdaﬂy

ing
lives and in our religious lives. Tt just
scems to me that what we've done as 2

'Rice doesn’tse himself or All Saints’
on a crusade, but rather s trying o be

inghomosexual couples] butevery time
I raise with the vestry that Isaid no toa
[heterosexual] couple or I sent them
elsewhere, they say what a wonderful

fulfill this.”
Many heterosexual couples that come
to him for pre-marital counseling want

to talk about a pre-nuptial agreement,
Rice recalls. “Part of me understands

tothis [homosexual] couple, ‘youknow
this is not legal, and whatever we do
doesn'tmake you married? What is your
legal relationship and understanding?’
They said, ‘Oh, we've already gone to

'lawyen Everything we own is jointly

“I‘heyknewunoothereoupk that's

port of the community, and wanting
God's blessing in any way they could
peie, that Hov ising Coupk
to be married have any sense of that?
Very few in my expetience. So this isan
expetience 1 will never forget, no
matter what the controversy is over it.
This is a commitied relationship that I
honor deeply.”

I don’t know how asa community,"”
asked Senior Warden Thomas, ‘“‘the
Churchcan turn these people away and
exclude them. .

. "I don't understand why people are
gay. 1 don't understand [all the]
debates. and liverature. But it'd be a
terrible thing ifsome dayit’s definitively
proven that that was a genetic makeup
and that we, as g3 community, had
exciuded these people for years and
years,”

firmly in mid-air,” explained Rice, call-
ing for toleration. “There is a priest in
this Diocese who's blessed 2 polo field
in the last couple of years. There are
others who bless battleships. I imagine
there's a parish in this Diocese [which
has] had memorial services for the
unborn, which 1, on personal and theo-
logical grounds, might have a lot of
difficulty with. But that is the ministry
theis parish has chosen. They and I
could talk about that, but I'm not going
to take a and march back and
forth in front of their church [saying]
they've got no right to do that ministry
[to] which they and their members feel
called.

“It doesn't violate the canons of the
Church. I think we have assiduously
tried to stay within the requirements of
the Church as we understand them,
and we just ask that people tolerate
what we’re doing, and get into discus-
sion so we can leamn from them and
they can learn from us.”

Asked about the view of homosexu-
ality as sin, Rice refers to one of the texts
from Romans 13: 8-10, chosen by the
couple in the August service.

adultery; You sball not murder; You
sballnotmL You sball not covet;’

the fulfillment of God's wish for love
among God's creatures.”

Christ Church, Detroit

In the winter, preceding the 1990
Port Huron Convention, Erv Brown,
rector of Christ Church, Detroit,
preached a sermon in favor of same-sex
blessings. He set forth his biblical and
theological bases in the sermon and

presidedata discussion
following the sermon. The issues sur-
rounding and his church's

I didn't know anything about it undil
they came in and talked with me.”
“There'd been another couple who'd
come to me, 2 male couple, and asked if
Iwould do thesame thingfor them, and
I had to say no, because they were not
able tobecome members of the family,”
Brown, conscious of the
Bishop's parameters. “In fact | called
[the Bishop] back with regard to the

continwed on page twelve
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male couple, and he said, 'no; I don’t
think that's within the guidelines, if
they can't be part of the family.”

After counseling the women, and afier
inviting them to worship and see how
Christ Church felt to them, Brown said,
“Did you feel comfortable with the place?
I don’t want you coming here just
because you feel like, ‘I've got to come
here to get this.”’

They told Brown they felt comfort.
able and they mentioned the things
people usually appreciate about Christ
Church.

I take thatat face value. I long since
gave up digging up motives for people
coming to church. If we have a motives
test, there are going to be a lot of folks
in wouble,” Brown explained. “I was
satisfied they were sincere in their desire
to have the Church be & part of their re-
lationship and the affirmation of it.”

Brown chose to hold a meeting the
evening of August 24, inviting by letter
the vestry and “'a group of other people

‘whom I knew were or might be op-
posed, and they were. It was my feeling
it was my decision to make as the rector,
butldidn‘twant tomake itina vacaum.
Ifthis is going to be reflective of the fam-
ﬂy,ﬂmdxehmﬂy’sptmhwwmne-
thing about it - -
Brownspoke,introduced the couple
to those present, many of whom had
not met them over the summer. Then
the couple talked about themselves,
their faith journey and the planned
service. They stated that they had trans-

ferred their and that they
wished and intended to be part of the
Christ Church family.

People asked questions, expressed
their feelings, concerns, support and
opposition, and listened to Brown, the
couple and each other.

“I start with the assumption that
homosexuality is not a life choice,” Brown
said in an interview with Tbe Record on
September 21, “that it's something that's
a given in somebody’s life, in the same
way as brown eyes or red skin, what-
ever.

“*What God calls us to do is to be
good stewards of what we're given, to
make the best of what we are, whether
we're heterosexual or homosexual. [
believe God has given the gift of sex to
Creation, notonly toprocreate the race,
but as a sacramental expression of love
and bonding between two people. I
know there are some people who say
the most responsibie thing for homo-
sexual people to do is to remain celi-
bate, but I think that's denying part of
God'’s creation., I think that the perver-
sion of sexuality in our day has been
largely because people haven't under-
stood that, and have used sex in an
exploitative kind of way, either in a
violent oppressive kind of way, or a
cheap kind of physical gratification with-
outany kind ofemotional commitment.
Ithink that's wrong whether it's hetero-
sexual or homosexual.

The heart of the issue

"Ithmkoursmnhtysbwtlivedout

Brown points out thatJesus made no
statement about homosexuality,

married are openly and unashamedly

“That is non-Biblical. And I could
say, ‘T'msorry, I'm not going to perform
the service, because you two are living
wgether and that's licentiousness,”
expounded Brown. “The culture is
different since the Bible was written.
Now we have adolescence unul age 30,

what it isn't, and every priest knows
what that is, and I'm not doing a bless-
ing,” Brown said, responding to critics’
charges that there is no distinction be-
tween a blessing and an affirmation.
“I'm standing with these people and
saying I'm with you in your struggle. 1

“I long since gave up digging up motives for people
coming to church. If we bave a motives test, there are
going to be a lot of folks in trouble.”

~ Erv Brown, rector, Christ Church Detroit

although He twice referred to divorce.

Thetesyutquation about what
the sin of Sodom was,"explained Brown,

The references in the Leviticus Holi-
ness Code may “have to do with cult
prostitution,” but Brown pointed out
even if the reference is to homosexual
orientation, “there are a whole ot of

[na]endngdznnnh.[not]phnungtwo
kinds of seed in the same field, and
{not] mixing fabrics in the same
garment.”

Beown noted that times have changed.
The Church has accomodated divorce;

want to accommodate, and we don’t,

Brown says he has seen things change
radically in the 25 years since he was
ordained. Heguesses that three-fourths
of the couples who come to him to be

1 pray for you. I pray with you. But I'm
not pronouncing the blessing of the
Church on it. I'm prohibited and I
wouldn't doit.

“I've blessed the whole hunt~foxes,

pronounce
have the sense thatit’s Erv Brown doing

*I'm going as far as I think I cango in
good conscience and with integrity. If I
ﬁeltitwerel.llowed, I'd go the whole

develop a service with some integrity, is
an indication that we don’t have much
in the way of models.”

After the interview with The Record,
plans continued to be made for the
service which was held on October 17.
Buta month prior to the service, Brown
became aware that someone present at
theAugust 24 parish meeting contacted
clergy in the Diocese who were
opposed to the service. He began to
receive telephone calls from some dlergy
asking him not to proceed with the
service. Brown related that one priest
who called, urging him not to proceed
asked, ““Would you not do it if the
Bishop told you not to?’ And 1 said,
'of course I wouldn't. Just like I would
take the 1928 prayer books out of the
churchifI were tokd to. I'm a man under
orders."”

Believing that outside organized
opposition was mounting and that the
secular press might soon be reporting
on the story, Brown decided to preach
to his congregation on September 27
about what he was daing and why. Brown
felt it wasn't fair for those who didn't
know to learn about it from the secular

calls of support from members of the
congregation, as well as some in oppo-
sition. Brown was moved to tears when
a gay couple, not in the Church, sent
him a floral arrangement thanking him
for h:s stand. The following Sunday,

Brown expressed concern that the
issue "'is 50 explosive that there’s a pos-
sibility of some sort of schism and large
numbess of people leaving cither way,
unless we have a lot more charity with
each other than we've been exhibiting.

“The dilemma 1 feel is berween on
the one hand being called to be the
steward of an institution, and on the
other hand, standing for some truth
that may be threatening to the welfare
of the institution,” Brown.
“So much of this reminds me of grow-
ing up in the south in the 50s and 60s.
Some of thesamestuffsaid, ‘These black

sincere;
We can'’t do this because-it will cause
trouble. There's mothing wrong with
this, but you can't push it; it's got to
mm@mof"wmm
are black. . . gay. .
“Ywuymbueuuxmmnﬂtywlue
people can live together with their
differences and be tolerant of one
another.”

[Lucinda Keils is a member of Cbrist
Church, Detroit whbere she is the chair-
person of the Spiritual Growth
Committee.]



