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Christ Church, Detroit service draws vocal opposition

by Herb Gunn

Although other services in support
of a same sex relationship occurred in
the Diocese prior to the one held at
Christ Church, Detroit, it was in the
weeks leading up to the October 17.
service there that the Detroit media was
stirred to cover the story. Many at Christ
Church hoped the service would re-
main a parish event. But the attention
of the media was drawn to the church
when, prompted by the spread of ru-
mors beyond the parish, rector Exv Brown
made the issue his sermon topic on
September 27 [see page eight].

‘When the story broke in the press,
opposiﬂon galvanized. Sponsored by

the Michigan Convocation of the Epis-
copal Synod of America, special Satur-
day services were held at St
Bartholomew’s, Swartz Creek, and St.
Michael's, Redford, on October 17 to
celebrate “the traditional recognition
of marriage,” where, it was reported, 90
and 45 people attended, respectively.

In the weeks since the news broke,
priests onboth sides of the issue took 1o
their pulpits to inform and challenge
their parishioners. Some opponents
called for calm; others called for revolt.
Some were careful to avoid gay-bash-
ing; others acted recklessly.

A letter leaked

As a part of the process in advance of
the service of affirmation, Erv Brown,
rector of Christ Church, invited the vestry,
their spouses and 20 parishioners with
a range of opinion to an evening meet-
ing on August 24. Brown did notintend
to draw publicity to the event. The
purpose of the meeting was for those
present to meet the two people
requesting the service and to fulfill Bishop
Wood’s request that any affirmation
service arise from the parish’s corpo-
rate life. Brown hoped the selected group
'was both representative of the parish
and small encugh to have a contructive
conversation.

Brown's letter of invitation to that
meeting mentioned the two women’s
names several times and the date of the
planned service.

Publicizing the names of homosex-
ual people is an easy tactic for pressur-
ing .. people who wish to protect them-
selves from harassment. Brown explained
he isaware of this but did notexpect his
letter to circulate beyond the invited
parish members.

“Iregretit,” he declared. The letter

naivewthinkttntswhemitwould
remain.”

The Record office received a copy
from someone who acquired a copy at
the Trinity College choral concertat St.
John's, Detroit, on September 13. An
identical copy came in the next day
attached to a letter from Craig Everett,
member of the choir at Christ Church,
Detroit, and one of the parishioners
who attended the church’s meeting on
August 24. Everett’s letter [published
on page fifteen] appealed to the Bishop
to prohibit the service.

COPY: Materia! located in the
Archives of the Bpiscopal Charch
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“It doesnt bother me,” explained
Everett, when asked if he was aware his
copy of the letter was being circulated
by others in the Diocese. “It's in the
Diocese and I think it's a Diocesan-wide

personal view of what the laws of the
Church are, completely i what
is said in the Bible. To me, that’s a sin.

“I don’t think the actions of one
priest in the middle of Detroit should
be something used to change the rules
forever in the Church, especially when
it’s wrong. More power to them,” he
said of the people circulating the letter.
*“Thebigger the stink the betteras faras
I'm concerned.

“It's going to ruin the Church. It's
torn our parish apart right now. We
have families that aren't speaking to
each other right now. I don't believe
these two people who came here came
to our parish to join our family. If they
did, they would have stopped this,"”
continued Everett. "'If they really were
interested in joining the family, they
would have backed away because they
‘would have seen the harm they were
doing. They don’t care about that. All
they care about is making their political

statement.”

Outspoken Opposition
“The General Convention Resolution

A-104 (sa) was pretty clear,” explained
Bertram Herlong, demofthe Cathe-

Stay at the Table. “The real question
here is authority. Does the General
Convention speak for the Church? Are
webomdbyimauﬂ:oﬂty?[fweremt

ordination of women and the use of the
'79 prayer book.

““Wedo believe that in this particular
insance, the Bishop is wrong,” out-
lined Herlong in his sermon. “To sug-
gest that each congregational can do

what they think is pastoral is to suggest
that we are a congregational church
instead of an Episcopal church.
“Though I believe the proposed
action is erroneous,” Herlong explained
fater, “I and The Cathedral staff and
congregation are loyal to the Bishop.
Ibelieve others who disagree should be
loyal. While it is highly emotional, it is
not the essence of our faith.”
Gene Geromel, vicar at St
Bartholomew's, Swartz Creek, and
convener of the Michigan chapter of the

Episcopal Synod, responded quickly to
the question of affirming homosexual
relationships.

“I think the one thing it points out to
me is how poor a job we in the Episco-
pal Church have done in teaching the
glory of the sacrament of marriage and
Biblical injunctions about marriage,”
explained Geromel. *"We have failed o
teach, and that means traditionalists as
‘well as others, the importance of mar-
riage 1o society and to the Churchas a
Christian sacrament. We have let the
Church down and, therefore, God down.
None of this would be happening if we
just paid attention to scripture.

“A couple of things which are very,
very sad,” Geromel continued. “The
Episcopal Church has been asked to
think about this issue and learn about
it. And once again, that process has
been cut short by those who are intent
ondoing itno matter what the scripture
says, no matter what the Church says.

“That says to us who are traditional-
ists that our input is really not valued,
our perspective isnotvalued. And when
we are asked to dialogue, it means ‘you
sit there and do nothing and we will go
ahead and do what we planned to do.’

“To suggest that this is merely an
affirmation is doing everyone a disserv-
ice. When people plan a honeymoon,
exchange rings, go through premarital
counseling, please do not tell Episco-
palians that the goal of this is not
marriage."

Geromel explained that he was ini-
tially given the Brown parish letter by a
priestin the Diocese although he didn’t
say who. He said he. was shown the
letter by at least four sources and

assumed it was public.

“I was given Father Brown's letter
and shared it with my vestry. They were
appalled,” said Geromel. “They said ‘1
don't think we need to attack this; 1
think we need 0 make some positive
statement of what we stand for as a
[Episcopal] Synod congregation.”

“And then someone said in the
vestry 'Is this known in the Diocese?
And I said ‘No, I don't think it is,” Ger-
omel recalled from his vestry meeting.
*‘And they said ‘this is the type of thing
that parishioners have a right to know."”

The vestry decided to send Brown's
letter to all the senior and junior
wardens in the Diocese.

'When asked whether reprinting the
names of two homosexual people who
wish their identity to remain unknown
might be seen as gay-bashing, Geromel
responded that he assumed Brown's
letter was a public document. Further-
more, he explained that there was no
intention of staging a protest at Christ
Church in Detroit.

“But quite frankly, if you put things
in writing which are that controversial,
you have to expect that they ace going
to get out,” he said in explaining the
action.

“The information needed to go out.
They needed to know that that was
going on with the Bishop's approval.
That was the purpose of the [vestry’s]
letter. To suggest for anyone that it was
an outing or insensitive - you won't
find any of my people acting in that
manner,” Geromet insisted. “The in-
tent was solely information. We had no
idea who they were.”

Geromel later clarified that he was
not cognizant that the women’s names
were used in Brown's parish letter and
was remiss in not blotting out their
names.

“Ifocused on the things which really
upset me and I never really thought
about that and no one pointed it out,”
explained Geromel, accepting respon-
sibility for letting the letter go from his
church with their names included. He
wrote the two women a letter of apol-
ogy.

continsued on page eleven




November 1992

Ibe Record

Page Eleven

Partners in Life Covenant ask to be understood

mEn
continued from page three

on it~that he was well aware of the
moratorium and that he would work
‘within the limits.”

Howell and Glaser had begun to
artend St. Andrew’s, which was closer
to their Ann Arbor home. The other
couple had been “looking for another
pacish home,” according to Glaser, and
the Bishop suggested Christ Church,
Detroit as a possibility, since they were
in the Detroit area.

“The service symbolizes the start ofa
ncwhuﬂly"Howcﬂsaid.withdnlnpe
that his family’s
deepen. Howell recalled npﬂnm!ﬁ.m-
ily reunion where pictures were taken
of ““all the kids and their spouses,” and
how his relationship was not recog-
nized.

“* 1 made up my mind that day that
was never going to happen again,”
Howell said. “'I'm not going to do that
any more. It was interesting though,
because I looked at my Mom, and I just
felt like there was a little bit of under-
standing finally of what I have to go
through. It's like she could start to
understand what it was like to always
be excluded from certzin things, from
certain rituals, from taking a family pic-
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Opposition

continued from page five

service planned at Christ Church,
Detroit, “because it seems to be run-
ning counter to what the Bishop asked
the Diocese not to do.

I am dismayed by the fact that by
clever wording, looking for legal loop-
holes,” Bedford continued, ‘‘they are
going to contravene the instructions of
their Bishop. I am distressed by that.

“I did not speak out publicly to em-
barrass the Bishop, buttolet the people
know that not everyone in the Episco-
pal Church agrees with what's going
on,” explained Bedford. “In fact, this
action seems to me to be a directcontra-
vention of the Bishop’s own instruc-
tions. So I don’t see how speaking out
against it could have embarrassed him.

“For the Church now to be holding
secret services I think tells you some-
thingabout how the peopie themselves
regard what it is that they are doing,”

Bexdford. “This is a novel thing
in the Church. I didn’t know that the
Church ever conducted secret services
since the days of the Catacombs.”

Bexiford said he received several copies
of the Brown parish letter, and since
the letter was printed on Christ Church
fetver head, with the salutation whited
out, he even assumed one was from
Brown himself. In an invitation to the
October 17 serviceathischurch, mailed
to clergy in the Westside Convocation,
Bedford specifically urged an avoidance
of gay bashing.

Richard Kim, rector of St. Johns,
Detroit, reacted suongly when the news

ture-you can't undesstand what trivial
things like that mean until you can’t

The two couples worked on a
liturgy, helped by Guthrie through
several revisions, andsent the final draft
0 Wood fbe review in August. The Bishop
was on vacation, but following his
return, he met with the two couples
and with Erv Beown from Christ Church,
Derroit. The couples were directed to

" revise the liturgy because it was too

much like the marriage service. Although
they understood from the i
that the blessing could not be included,
they had used the marriage service in
the prayer book as their original
pattern. The final ceiebration of their
life covenant became their own
document.

“I feel it’s a first step, and I'm happy

of the service planned at Christ Church
'was brought to his attention. He made
a copy of Brown's pasish letter for himself
but explained he had nothing to do
with its further circulation.

“I was aghast, I was appalled - par-
ticularly when I heaed these people,
these leshians, were sent to Brown by
Bishop Wood,” explained Kim.

He called Brown to urge him not to
perform the sexvice and subsequently
wrote 10 Wood expressing his “dismay
and distress.”

In explaining his strong opposition
to the actions of Wood and Brown, Kim
recalied the 1990 Port Huron Diocesan
Convention when Wood called for two

. things: a Committee to develop a cur-

riculum for Diocesan study of human
sexuality; and a ban on the blessings of
same sex unjons.

I trusted Bishop Wood to engage in
dialogue,” explained Kim. “This Com-
mitee was going to put together some
kind of report that we could use as
resource material to engage in dialogue
at the parish level. That Committee is
still in session, has not released its

with it for that reason,” responded
Howell when asked how it felt to not
receive a blessing. “Itwon't make what
this service means to us any less.”
“Nor will it make our relationship
any less,” added Glaser. “In that sense,
yes, it is distressing in the sense that we
arestill second class citizens as faras the
Church is concerned. We can commune
there, we can worship, we can preach.”
“But we're being denied one of the

what's thealternative? Ifthey don’thave
a compassionate alternative, then I think
their whole basis is suspect.”

“I'd like to be abie 10 go to a new
members’ meeting and be able to say,

report ~ but so what? The Bishop uni-
laterally proceeds to engage in this kind
of thing by giving his blessing to a couple
of priests.

“Bishop Wood in my view has
betrayed the Church. And if be is un-
willing to uphokd the faith of the Church
and unwilling or incapable, for God’s
sake, to recant what I believe to be an
error, he to step down and allow
thatoffice to be filled by someone else.”

Kim went on to say that those priests
who step forward tosupport the bishop
ought 1o resign as well.

“I think the laity themselves better
speak in whatever fashion they are able
to reconstitute the Church which is
made up, after all, of the laity of whose
ranks come clergy. The laity, yes, the
laity needs to revolt because dearly those
of another view among the laity are
artempting to revolt to press their mes-
sage.”

Kim called a meeting at St. John's,
Detroit, on October 24 for clergy and
likely delegates to the 1993 Diocesan
Convention to explore ways to *‘stop
the fast moving train whose engineer

like half the people did in our recent
new members’ meeting, ‘we were
married in this Church,’” said Howell,
“but I go through this mental gymnas-
tics about all the stuff that's going on.”

“I'd like to be able to say we're
married,” said Glaser. “I hope for a
different time, when that doesn’t mat-
ter. And we’ll just be on the same level
with everyone clse.”

The celebration of the life covenant
of David Glaser and Douglas Howell
ok place on Saturday, October 3, at
St. Andrew’s, Ann Arbor. Howell wrote
the processional titled, “Bebold, I Do a
New ”’ A soloist also sang his song
“House On The Ocean.’ Over 100 fam-
ity members and friends gathered to
witness and celebrate the covenantand
to pledge support to the two men in
their life together.

seems incapable and unable to control
it.”

In a conversaton with The Record,
Kim compared the Church and its
bishops with alcoholics who are “‘out
of touch with reality.”

“He is out of touch with reality,”
declared Kim of Bishop Wood. “He is
out of touch with the laity. He is out
of touch with the Church. He is in
touch with 2 handful of people but he
is out of touch with the majority, the
vast majority of the Church in this
Diocese.”

Kim explained that he believes the
Episcopal Church "has signs all over
that are cries for help. Because the
Episcopal Church is committing corpo-
rate suicide in the hands of some sick
people.

“When it happens in a sister church
of mine,” said Kim about the service at
Christ Church, “it happens to me. And
that's how everyone else should see it.
Ifa bishop in the hierarchy of the Church
acts like a fool, it affects all of us:

“If it is aliowed to happen there, it’s
going to be pervasive everywhere.”



