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The Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Profestant
Episcopal Church in the United States of America,

COMPOSED OF ALL MEMBERS OF THE GHURCH,

Represented in the BOARD OF MISSIONS, which meets triennially
and is composed of both Houses of the General Convention
and the Board of Managers.

THE MISSIONARY COUNCIL,

which meets annually, is composed of all the Bishops and an equal
number of Presbyters and an equal number of laymen.

BOARD OF MANAGERS.
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Rev. WM. S. LANGFORD, D.D,, General Secretary, Z\IR GEORGE BLISS, Treasurer,
Rev. JOSHUA KIMBER, 4sgociate Secretary, Mgr. E, WALTER ROf;ERTS Assistant Treasures,

22 BIBLE HOUSE, NEW YORK.
Remittances should be made to the TREASURER; all other communications to the GENERAL SECRETARY.
Commission on Work among Colored People, Rev. J. R. HuBarp, D.D., General Secretary, 450 Penn-

gylvania Avenue, Washington, D. C. Remittances should be made to Mr. GEORGE BLiss, Treasurer, 22
Bible House, New York.

The Cisgulaki0n-2tFbRuDR] BAT QB NISSIQNS this. month is 10,667.




—

THE
SPIRIT OF MISSIONS.

VoL. L1V, JUNE, A.D: 1889. ~ No. 6,

ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF MANAGERS
AT ITS MEETING, TUESDAY, MAY 14TH, 1889.

—— THE following elected members were present: The Right Rev. Drs.
Doane (Vice-President, in the chair) and Scarborough; the Rev, Drs. Reese,
Eecleston, Satterlee, Huntington and Brown; and Messrs. Coffin, King, Mills,
Chauncey and Marvin.,

Particulars were given of the sending of supplies to the Alaska miggion,
inclusive of a steam saw-mill worth about $1,100 (without cost for freighting).
The Board was informed that Colonel L. E. Knapp, the newly appointed
Governor of Alaska, is an alumnus of the same college that the Rev. John W.
Chapman was graduated from, and an intimate friend of his family. It is
Gov. Knapp’s purpose to promote the best interests of the government and of
the people residing along the Yukon river. He contemplates efforts to promote
facilities of communication with the distant portions of the territory.

It was reported to the Board that full pledges had been made for the
salary of the Rev. Mr. Gordon in Mexico, for a third year, and that his appoint-
ment therefore became effective on the 18th of April, under the action of the
Board. Mr. Gordon has accepted such appointment.

—— Communications were received from eight of the Bishops in the
Domestic field with regard to matters pertaining to the missionary work in
their respective jurisdictions, and such action was reached as was necessary.
The subject of the appropriations for the next fiscal year for the Domestic field
was referred to the Advisory Committee for consideration and report at the
June meeting.

Communications were submitted from all the Foreign Bishops, except
the Missionary Bishop of Yedo, and from a number of the missionaries. It was
stated that there had been some little delay about the completion of the Church
of the Nativity, Wuchang, as it was found that the roof timbers were not heavy
enough. These are to be replaced from imported lumber. A letter from the Rev.
Victor M. Law, .0D., of Tokio, Japan, called forth much interest. He requested
copies of various works written in answer to Spencer and Mill, or calculated to
answer their sophistries and seductive logic. He stated that the works of these
gentlemen were in the hands of many educated Japanese, and continues: I have
made the round of our dormitories in St. Paul’s and find infidel books like a
hoisome pestilence pervading the school. Hucksters with & cart-load of hooks
have been in the habit, until it was prohibited by the head-master when his
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206 THE CHILDREN’S OFFERING.

attention was called to it, of coming into the St. Paul’s grounds and peddling
these books among others. The young men are perfectly willing to read works
on the other side and frequently ask for them.” The Board made an appro-
priation of £50 from the income of the Jane Bohlen Fund to provide a supply
of the books required for the library of St. Paul’s School. The following list
of books was ordered to be sent, and it was directed that it should be published
in this magazine:
Le Conte (Joseph), Evolution and its Relation to Religious Thought.
Lectures on Religion and Science.
Bader-Powell (B. H.), Creation and its Records. A brief Statement of Christian
Belief with Reference to modern Facts and ancient Scripture.
Ottley (I1. B.), The Great Dilemma : Christ, His own Witness or His own Accuser.
Dawson (SirJ. W.), Modern Science in Bible Lands.
Curtis (Geo. Ticknor), Creation or Evolution? A Philosophic Inquiry.
Momerie (A. W.), Agnosticism.
Watson (Robt.), Gospels of Yesterday. Drummond; Spencer; Arnold.
Present Day Tracts, 10 vols.
Present Day Tracts, Special Volumes :
1. Non Christian Philosophies of the Age;
2. Non-Christian Religions of the World;
3. The Higher Criticism;
4. Man in Relation to the Bible and Christianity.
Hughes (N. Collin), Genesis and Geology.
God in Creation and in Worship, 2 vols. in 1.
Christianity and Evolution, A Symposium.
Temple (Bp.), Relation between Science and Religion.
Tuck’s Hand-hook of Biblical Difficulties.
Ground’s (Rev. W. D.) Examination of the Structural Principles of ITerbert Spencer’s
Philosophy.
Pressensé’s (I0.) Study of Origins.

MISSIONS AWONG COLORED PEQOPLE.

TaE Commission on Work among the Colored People will hold its quarterly
meeting in Washington, June 8th, to make appropriations for a new year.
Bishop Dudley, chairman of the Cominission, calls attention to the fact that
$10,000 will be required between the first of May and the first of September to
meet the engagements of the year, and there ought to be much more than that
sum to give the confidence which should be felt in advancing appropriations for
a new year as the needs demand.

THE CHILDREN'S OFFERING.

It is too soon to make the comparison between the total of contributions
from the childrven this year and other years; but we shall be surprised if this
year does not show a considerable advance in the amount of contributions, as
well as in the number of contributors. The impression of gain in the amount
given and in the interest expressed, is forced upon us by reading the letters
which have come with checring words from every quarter of the Church. The
children have enjoyed working and giving for missions, and there is encourage-
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SUFFICIENT MISSIONARY MOTIVE. 207

ment to hope that those who could not by reason of other pledges take up offer-
ings during Lent will do so before the end of the fiscal year, and be enrolled
among the host who receive certificates as contributing members of the Society
in this centennial year.

Some of the instances in which the Sunday-schools of feeble parishes and
missions took up the work bravely and successfully during Lent, assure us that
in every parish it would be wise to let the children have a chance to show their
interest and send their help to the general treasury. If we would only have
more confidence in the willingness of young and old and encourage them to give
for missions, every congregation and Sunday-school would be the better for it.

THE LENTEN OFFERING PLAN.

Ta1s is a most suitable time to pause and look back at the beginning of
this systematic effort to interest the children in the missionary work of the
Church. Mr., John Marston, to whom the credit of its inception belongs,
writes us from a sick bed as follows:

Though no longer in Sunday-school harness be assured I take as great an interest in
the Lenten collection for missions, it may be even more interest, than ever before, since
it has grown to permanent and I hope ever increasing proportions.

How well I look back to 1877, to the getting of a handful of mite chests from dear
Dr. Twing for the experimental effort in Lent of that year in my little country school,
and now I have seen it stated that 80,000 were given out for 1889. It scems almost too
good to be true.

Neither shall T ever forget the earnestness, the next year, of Dr. Twing’s efforts to get
the plan under way, and the continuous encouragement he gave for its success. I wish
eventually the contributions might go entirely for the general fund, as I suppose a large
proportion does not; but, even apart from the money side of the question, the plan is an
educator that always seemed to me of great value.

As_appropriate to Mr. Marston’s reflections, we would add here that the
result of the effort for 1878 was the aggregate contribution of $7,000, which
was almost quadrupled the following year, when the total was $26,800, while in
the eleven years, including Easter, 1888, the aggregate sum received from this
source was $181,000. This sum, however, as Mr. Marston’s letter intimates,
included many ““specials,” which did not aid the Board in meeting its appro-
priations. We trust next month to be able to give the aggregate of offerings
received from the Lenten contributions of the present year.

SUFFICIENI MISSIONARY MOTIVE.

TaE Rev. Dr. Wm. Chauncey Langdon, speaking of religious motives,
says :

The only motive from which a truly missionary spirit can spring is the love of Christ
and for His sake the love of our fellow-men. In the power of this love not only are mere
denominational ambition and sectarian rivalry impossible, but, it might almost be added,
even thought for one’s own salvation is merged in the eager, grateful love of Him who
first came a Foreign Missionary from Heaven to earth to seek and save us. In the power
of this love, to give becomes a holy privilege, and he is most privileged who is enabled
to give the most. In the power of this love of Christ, all who are really His disciples are
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concerned for this great object and purpose of His coming, and in grateful realization of
this are themselves glad, in person or by deputy, fo be doing what they can, as His fol-
lowers, to extend the work and to make efficacious the mission of Him who has accepted
them to be His co-laborers. It is because so small a proportion of those who ‘‘profess
and call themselves Christians ” can honestly say, with the Apostle, *‘the love of Christ
constraineth us,” that there is such need of insistence upon the missionary duties and
responsibilities of Christian men.

h JOSEPH W. FULLER.

THE death of Mr, Joseph W. Fuller, of T'roy, New York, removes one of
the valuable laymen from the Diocese of Albany, one who was foremost in every
effort to help good works within the parish and diocese to which he was
attached, and yet whose sympathies were not confined to parochial or diocesan
limits. As a member of the Board of Managers of our General Missions for
several years Mr. Fuller gave unsparing attention to that work, and his resigna-
tion, last summenr, was not because of any unwillingness to discharge the duties of
manager, but solely because failing health made it necessary that he should find
relief from some of his many engagements. Generous in his devotion of money
and service to the cause of (/llllm., while he lived, be has left a noble example
to busy men, and the record of his good deeds both went before and follows
after him.

AMERICA THE STRATEGIC POINT FOR MISSIONS.

Prorussor AusTIN PHELPS, in hisintroduction to ¢ Our Country,” regards
America as the grand strategic point for missionary success. He says:

Christian enterprise, for the moral conquest of this land, needs to be conducted with
the self-abandonment which determined men would throw into the critical moment in the
critical battle of the critical campaign for a nation's endangered life. What the campaign
in Pennsylvania was to the civil war, what the battle of Gettysburg was to that campaign,
what the fight for Cemetery Hill was to that Dattle, such is the present opportunity to the
Christian civilization of this country. Turn whichever way we will—South, West, North,
East—we are confronted by the saume element of erisis in the outlook upon the future.
Everything seems, to human view, to depend on present and dissolving chances. What-
ever can be done at all must be done with speed. The building of great states depends
on one decade. The nationalizing of alien races must be the work of a period which, in
a nation’s life, is but an hour. The elements we work upon and the elements we must
work with are fast precipitating themselves in fixed institutions and consolidated char-
acters, Nothing will await on convenience. Nothing is indulgent to a dilatory policy.
Nothing is tolerant of a somnolent enterprise.

Success in the work of the world’s conversion h.1~; thh rare exceptions, followed the
lines of human growth and prospective greatness. But a single exception occurs to one’s
memory—that of the Hawaiian islands. Seldom has a nation been converted to Christ,
only to die. The general law has been that Christianity should seat itself in the great
metropolitan centres of population and of civilized progress. It has allied itself with the
most virile races. It has taken possession of the most vigorous und enterprising nations.
The colonizing races and nations have been its favorites. It has abandoned the dying for
the nascent languages. Tts affinities have always been for the youthful, the forceful, the
progressive, the aspiring in human character, and for that stock of mind from which such
character springs. By natural sequence, the localities where those elements of powerful
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manhood are, or are to be, in most vigorous development, have been the strategic points
of which our religion has taken possession as by a masterly military genius.

The principles of such a strategic wisdom should lead us to look on these United
States as first and foremost the chosen seat of enterprise for the world’s conversion. Fore-
casting the future of Christianity, as statesmen forecast the destiny of nations, we must
believe it will be what the future of this country is to be. As goes America, so goes the
world, in all that is vital to its moral welfare.

A POWERFUL GATHERING.

THE Presbyterian General Assembly is in session in the city of New York
as we go to press. A body of strong, enthusiastic men, representing all parts of
the country, is earnestly engaged in discussing various phases of Christian work.
Especial prominence is given to the reports of the several boards of Home,
Freedmen’s, and Foreign Missions, Church Erection, Education, and Minis-
terial Relief. The financial reports show great vigor in the different depart-
ments, more particularly in the Home and the Foreign Missions. To Home
Missions more than $800,000 have been contributed, and to Foreign Missions
$836,000, within the year. Tt is a striking indication of the power of the Pres-
byterians that $285,000 was contributed for Home Missions, and $121,000 to
Foreign Missions in the month of March, that closed the fiscal year. During
the session of the assembly it was announced that Alexander Folsom, of Bay
City, Michigan, had left by his will $160,000, divided between the different
boards.

In the spirit of earnest discussion over the practical questions of their
general work, as well as in the exhibition of generous rivalry in giving money,
the Presbyterians command attention, and their example should stimulate all
other bodies of Christians.

PRAYER AND ITS ANSWER.

Tur interesting story below recalls another, the story of a child who on
hearing his father pray that God would supply the needed money for the mis-
sionary society said in his simple way: “ Now, father, why don’t you answer the
prayer? You have plenty of money”’:

One morning a few years ago, the Rev. C. H. Spurgeon was presiding at a meeting of
the trustees of the Stockwell Orphanage, which he founded, and it was announced that
there was only sufficient money in the bank to pay the bills then due. * Well,” said he,
‘““we're cleaned out. We must go to the great Chancellor of the Exchequer; but before
we pray, I want to know what you are going to give. I will give £25.” Fach of the
trustees present gave the same amount, and as there were five in addition to Mr. Spurgeon,
£150 was raised at once. Then he prayed. It was a short and simple prayer, asking
plainly for what was wanted. That day was Friday. On the Sunday following he saw
the trustees, and they came to him and said, “Well, sir, did you get the money?” In his
answer, he was able to say that £850 came in that very Friday, and almost as much for
other institutions. A remarkable incident had occurred on that same Friday. A gentle-
man came to the college and asked Mr. Spurgeon if he was in need of money. ¢ Always
in need of money here, sir,” was the brisk reply. Then he mentioned the college, for
which the stranger gave £100; and then the colportage society, for which he gave an-
pther £100, ““Ah! but,” he said, *‘there is something for which you have greater need
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than these.” Then the orphanage was mentioned, and for it the stranger gave a very
Jarge sum. ¢ But,” he said, ‘‘you must sit in your chair for five minutes after I am gone;
you must not try to find out who I am. I promised God to do this some years ago, and I
have never done it till now; and now my conscience is relieved.” From that day to this
Mr. Spurgeon never knew who his visitor was.

COMMENTS OF CONTRIBUTORS TO THE CHILDREN’S OFFERING.

It has been our purpose for several weeks to glean from the letters of con-
tributors words of general interest, but now that we have reached the point of
doing this we are obliged to content ourselves with but a few of the many ex-
tracts that might be made, did our space permit.

It is believed that the Missionary Jurisdiction of Nevada and Utah, all
things considered, will be found to have carried off the palm. Bishop Leonard
went into the movement with enthusiasm. At the beginning of Lent he pro-
posed to all his day-schools that the pupils should show to the Church at large
their appreciation of the educational advantages secured to them by gifts of
Churchmen in all parts of the land. He mentions the amounts from the sev-
eral schools, including about $160 from the diocesan school, and continues:

All this from our day-schools, please observe, and the Sunday-schools have done bet-
ter. Please send me ten copies of the centennial certificate, that I may fill out one for
each school to be framed and hung upon the wall. About $1,200 will be contributed
from this poor jurisdiction.

Bishop Tuttle has carried his missionary enthusiasm from Utah to Mis-
souri. Last year, twenty-eight schools in Missouri gave $566.21. This year,
forty-nine schools, so far reported, give $961.05. The Bishop remarks:

This is very gratifying to me. My heart is full of thanks. . . . It makes me
very happy to think that the children all through Lent are learning about and giving for
the missionary work of the Church. May God bless them all!

A rector in the Diocese of New York writes:

We had lovely services yesterday. The children were delighted with the certificates.
One mother sent ten cents to ““buy?” one for the baby, as she thought it might not be
alive at the next centennial.

A little country Sanday-school in Maryland contributed about $50. To
preserve the certificates each one was carefully rolled and tied with a white
ribbon.

¢« QOnly a Mission Sunday-school among Colored People” in the poorest
part of one of our largest cities sent $62.72, and yet the church is far from be-
* ing self-supporting. They have freely received and freely given.

A rector in Nebraska pathetically says:

The item, §$4.14 opposite the name of Gracie B— is by request of her mother devoted
to Foreign missions, Gracie went to Paradise before Easter Day, and her mother felt
that she would like to have her work live after her in the Foreign mission field.

Thirty-five dollars and over came from a Sunday-school of 156 colored chil-
dren in Virginia.

Among the contributors from Springfield, Dakota, were thirty-eight native
Dakota children, who earned their money in various ways. Every child in the
Sunday-school managed to give something.

The rector of a factory town in Connecticut sent $26 with these words;
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When I inform you that it comes mostly from the offerings of less than 100 mill chil-
dren, you can judge for youvself of its merits.

Fifty-eight children in a country town in New Jersey contributed the
“goodly sum ” of $50.

Much of the Lenten money was collected amid great difficulties, as, for in-
stance, one rector in the central part of New York State writes, sending $50
and saying:

I want you to know that the money means something, and so call to your notice the
conflicting claims which had to be met during Lent. There was much pressure brought
to bear in behalf of our own finances, and the Sunday-school, meanwhile, was expected
to continue its offering for two scholarships. Tven so we could not throw aside your
appeal, but with quickened devotion managed to gather in the $50. lmy accept the
offering as representing a very general grasp of the true missionar y prineiple by the chil-
dren of this parish.

The centennial iden was never lost sizht of, and the certificatcs will be
treasured as a memento of this year, marked as it is in the history of the Church
and the nation. ,

Up to this time we have issued 173,000 of the Centennial Certificates of
contributing membership. How many more will be required before September
Ist is the question we are asking ourselves.

BRIEF MENTION.

A LAWYER in Maine recently debated the question, Should the national government
devote a portion of its s